
F U L L Y  F U N D I N G  T H E  N E A R  A C T :

A  S T E P  T O W ARD  M A K I N G  B L A C K  L I V E S  M A T T ER  I N  D C

What is the NEAR Act?

Why Was It Not Fully Funded?

Can We Afford It?

The NEAR Act stands for the Neighborhood Engagement Achieves Results Act of 2016.
The law, which passed the D.C. Council unanimously, was the product of a District-
wide conversation around policing and public safety. The NEAR Act sought to establish a
framework to ensure residents safety while also addressing police abuses.

The Act aims to reset the conversation on policing to recognize that public safety can’t
be produced through mass incarceration or racial profiling. It lays out the frameworks for
establishing community-led violence prevention efforts, as well as producing
significantly more statistics around the actions of police to help shape future reforms.
The bill also aimed to establish more direct teams to deal with those with mental illness
who may encounter law enforcement.

The NEAR Act also addressed a number of other concerns that misspend resources,
including increasing the number of police officers. A wide-range of stakeholders
supported the NEAR Act as an important step toward reigning in police abuses. 

Despite unanimous support from the D.C. Council and dozens of organizations, Mayor
Muriel Bowser, whose competing bill was defeated, chose not to fully fund the
NEAR Act arguing, incorrectly, that there were no funds available. This move was widely
interpreted as a political snub based on the Mayor’s anger at the rejection of her own
proposal. 

Yes! Currently the District is projecting a $180 million surplus over the next six years.
Also available to the District is seeking new revenue sources or tapping the rainy day fund
for start-up funding. Notably, the District also has a number of projects, such as the H St.
NE street car, that have significant dedicated funding for the next 4-6 years despite
serious questions as to their overall viability.

The money is there: all it takes is our elected officials to put the will behind fully
funding the NEAR Act. 



Can  This Help Make Black Lives Matter in DC?

What Can I Do?

Again: yes! The NEAR Act establishes several elements that can go a long way in
promoting public safety and curtailing police abuses. One big piece is the Office of
Neighborhood Safety, which is modeled after a similar office in Richmond, California, and
other violence interrupter programs around the country.

These programs have extraordinarily good results. Cities as diverse as Chicago, New
York, Baltimore, and Richmond, CA, have seen between 40% and 70% reductions in
shootings, sometimes in just one year. They work by empowering respected
community members to act as conflict mediators, combining that with particularly
tailored access to social programs to help people change their circumstances.

This deals with community violence, empowers communities to secure themselves, and
reduces the need for massive police presence in the communities—also reducing the
opportunity for negative interactions.

Once again, the answer is yes! If fully funded, the NEAR Act would also establish an
Office of Violence Prevention and Health Equity. This Office would use public health
methods to address the spread of violence. We believe this opens up a significant
opportunity for creative approaches to varying issues.

For example, street harassment is a major issue in the District as elsewhere. This office
could, and we are strongly urging it to, establish a training and education program for
bystander intervention to reduce harassment and sexual violence on our streets while
empowering people and avoiding solutions that lean on increased criminalization. Again
dealing with an important public safety issue, while avoiding the pitfalls of mass
incarceration and militarized policing. 

Go to www.sptdc.com/fully-fund-the-near-act and sign our petition demanding that
the Mayor and Council fully fund the NEAR Act in the next fiscal year. We also need help
getting the word out about this unique opportunity to empower communities, increase
public safety, and take serious steps toward making Black Lives Matter in DC.

Can the NEAR Act Make a Difference Anywhere Else?

facebook.com/stoppoliceterrorprojectdc twitter.com/StopCopTerrorDC


