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ABOUT US
We are a group of students from universities around the
UK pulled together by a common interest in the
environment.
PIEL UK was established by students in 2007 and was
inspired by its USA Counterpart, PIELC, the largest
environmental conference in America. We are a non profit
organisation whose mission is to champion and raise
awareness of environmental justice issues.

PIEL UK CONFERENCES
Every year we host our Public Interest Environmental Law Conference
which welcomes students, professionals, academics, activists, and any
other similarly interested people to attend a day panel of discussions on
contemporary environmental law issues.
Our conference provides an accessible forum for discussion, deliberation
and debate. This allows a diverse range of practitioners, academics and
members of the public to engage with problems relating to the
environment and to encourage solution.
Last year our engaging conference on ‘Brexit and the Green Economy:
What Now?’ was well received and attendees received valuable insight
from a wide range of authorities.

HAS THE GREEN REVOLUTION
REACHED THE COURTS?
This year the Organising Committee has selected the theme of
environmental litigation for the PIEL UK’s 12th Annual Conference.
Our three chosen panels will analyse the question ’Has the Green
Revolution Reached the Courts?’. In the current context, strategic
litigation in environmental issues is seen as one of the most creative
ways for lawyers and activists to bring environmental issues in to
the public eye. Around the globe there is a rise in creative
interpretation by judiciary and expansion of the legal rules to allow
more and more of these issues to be addressed through courts.
Public Interest Litigation is seen as a powerful tool to bring
regulators' attention to the current issues. This conference aims to
address these implications and strategies used by lawyers and courts
in addressing the complex issues of environmental damage and
climate change.

PANELS ANNOUNCED
PANEL 1

PANEL 2

ENVIRONMENTAL
RIGHTS AND
JUSTICE

LIABILITY OF
MULTINATIONAL
CORPORATIONS

This panel will discuss
how the rights of private
individuals are involved
in environmental
litigation.

This panel will
discuss the different
strategies which are
being used to hold
multinationals liable for
environmental damage.

PANEL 3
GOVERNMENT
ACCOUNTABILITY
FOR EMISSIONS
REDUCTIONS
This panel will explore how
the government may be
held to account for
emissions reductions
including greenhouse gas
emissions and levels of air
pollution.

SPEAKERS

PIEL UK is proud to announce this year’s speakers! We have an
exciting mix of academics and environmental lawyers who are eager
to share their unique insights.

PANEL 1
DR GITA GILL (NORTHUMBRIA UNIVERSITY)
Dr Gill is currently the Professor of Environmental Law at
Northumbria University’s Law School. Her research interests and
expertise focus are on social and environmental justice issues,
human rights, public interest litigation, and sustainable
development. In January 2017, her research findings and
conclusions were published in her book ‘Environmental Justice in
India: The National Green Tribunal’ [Routledge, Earthscan, UK].
Her research agenda will continue to focus on India and will also
include comparative work within China.

DR EMILY BARRITT (KING’S COLLEGE LONDON)
Dr Barritt is currently a lecturer in Tort Law at King’s College
London and also teaches a course on Public Interest Litigation at
HMP Belmarsh as part of the Learning Together Initiative. The
principal focus of her research is on how environmental rights,
democracy and stewardship are promoted by the Aarhus Convention.

DR VEERLE HEYVAERT (LONDON SCHOOL OF ECONOMICS)
Dr Heyvaert is and Associate Professor at the LSE Law Department.
Her areas of expertise include Environmental law, Regulation, and
EU law. She is the founding Editor-in-Chief of the Journal of
Transnational Environmental Law and has an extensive research
profile on cutting edge areas such as transnational environmental
regulation, climate risk regulation, compliance with international
commitments and European and international environmental law.

PANEL 2
DR VIRGINIE ROUAS (MILIEU)
Dr. Rouas currently works as a Legal Advisor for Milieu, a multidisciplinary consultancy based in Brussels, specialising in
providing legal and policy services for the European Union
institutions and other international organisations. She has been
involved in various environmental and human rights projects,
including a research project on effective access to justice in the
European Union for the European Parliament.

DAVID ROBERTS, TOM SHORT (LEIGH DAY)
Mr Roberts and Mr Short are solicitors in the international and
group claims department at the claimant firm Leigh Day. Leigh
Day specialise in representing individuals and communities who
have suffered ill-health and damage to their local environment
from the effects of pollution and environmental degradation

SOPHIE MARJANAC (CLIENT EARTH)
Ms Marjanac is an Australian qualified lawyer with specialist
knowledge in climate change litigation. She joined ClientEarth in
2015, one of the largest charitable organisations working to protect
the environment through litigation, advocacy and science. Client
Earth’s public interest litigation takes an innovative approach to
environmental litigation in the UK. At Client Earth she works in the
Climate Litigation Program (Company and Financial and Climate
Accountability Projects).

PANEL 3
GILLIAN LOBO (CLIENT EARTH)
Ms Lobo has worked as a lawyer specialising in civil litigation at
Client Earth since 2015. Her work spans the broad field of ‘climate
change litigation’. She also works on access to justice issues in the
UK, and has been involved in ClientEarth’s important and successful
clean air litigation, including the recent case ClientEarth 3
challenge, where the Administrative Court declared that the
Governments Air Quality Plan is 'unlawful'.

ADRIENNE COPITHORNE (RICHARD BUXTON)

Ms Copithorne has been a partner at Richard Buxton Environmental &

Public Law since 2014. She has acted for clients in many leading cases
in the High Court and Court of Appeal. Her interests involve public
open space, energy infrastructure, climate change and public law
principles such as the need for effective consultation. She was
appointed a non-executive director of Sandbag, a non-profit thinktank which researches and campaigns for smarter climate policy in
June 2017.

NINA PINDHAM (NO 5 CHAMBERS)
Ms Pindham is a barrister specialising in planning and
environmental law at No 5 Chambers. She advises a variety of clients
including landowners, developers and local planning authorities on a
wide range of planning and environmental matters.
Her undergraduate research involved water quality in the context of
proposed development which resulted in a revision of government
policy. She has appeared in a number of water law, energy and
nuisance related matters.

THIS YEAR'S
SPONSORS

TICKET DETAILS
Students: £5.00 (excluding
booking costs)
General: £15.00 (excluding
booking costs)
Tickets can be purchased at:
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e
/environmental-litigation-hasthe-green-revolution-reachedthe-courts-tickets-42096400467

P

You can also book through
Facebook by going to our event
page!
https://www.facebook.com/eve
nts/2049844555250866/

BECOME A SPONSOR

PIEL UK is always looking for new organisations to partner with and
help us organise the best conference we can. If you or your
organisation is interested in sponsoring PIEL UK please contact the
PIEL UK team at pieluk@googlemail.com. Our sponsorship options
includes a exhibition stall at the event itself and your logo on any of
our promotional material.

