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Introduction 
This document explains the Dupont Underground’s (DU) Workspace Residency Program and the terms of 
understanding between selected resident artists and the DU. 

The Dupont Underground is a 501(c)(3) cultural organization committed to developing a multi-disciplinary 
platform for creative expression. We are transforming a forgotten public work - the subterranean streetcar 
station in Dupont Circle - into a new public infrastructure to support creative exchange, contemporary art 
and design, and an ongoing conversation about the city.  

The Dupont Underground’s Workspace Residency Program (DUWR) provides selected artists the 
opportunity to work in a unique, centrally located space in the United States capital city and create a 
discrete project or add to a body of work that has affinities with Dupont Underground’s curatorial mission. 
The work product of the residency will be exhibited to the public at the end of the term.  

Dupont Underground fosters programming that reveals new ways of looking at and understanding our 
world and encourages the public to engage with the leading edge of contemporary creative expression. 
We are particularly interested in the place where that expression crosses disciplinary boundaries. We 
strive to reflect the diversity of our community — both artists and audiences. We endeavor to host work 
that might not be an easy fit in the District’s more conventional cultural venues  

Residency Term: 
The Dupont Underground Workspace Residency Program engages selected arts practitioners for a five-
month period in which they can develop a specific project or body of work within the DU’s 14000ft2 East 
Platform. There are two residency terms per year - Fall/Winter and Spring/Summer. Artists have full-time 
access to the DU for the duration of their term. They may begin their project at any time during the course 
of the term but must complete their work by the end of the term. Each term concludes with an exhibition 
of the collective completed projects. The exhibition will run the final month of the term. 

The Fall/Winter term begins on November 1st and concludes on March 31st. The Spring/Summer term 
begins on May 1st and concludes on September 31st. 

The Dupont Underground reserves the right to cancel, delay, or postpone the Residency term for any 
reason. Artists will be notified in advance of any cancellation, delay, or postponement. Artists may 
withdraw from the DUWR for any reason, and should inform DU of their intention in advance. 

Residency Participants: 
The Dupont Underground will select two to six arts practitioners per residency period. DU will consider 
proposals from artists, designers and performers, across the visual, plastic, time-based, and performing 
arts. Proposals may be submitted by individuals or groups and collaboratives not exceeding eight 
members. The DUWR is open to artists from around the world. There is currently no funding attached to 
the residency, so artists who are not local will need to provide their own room, board, and travel. Dupont 
Underground will partner with other cultural organizations to help procure funding for specific artists as 
the opportunity arises. 

Residency Benefits: 

The Dupont Underground will provide the selected artists with space, time, electricity, use of the DU 
organization identity, and fundraising support. Each of these is limited as described in the terms below. 

Space:  

• Staging Areas: Each artist or group will have a dedicated staging area of the East Platform of Dupont 
Underground in which to work and store their equipment and materials. The artist will have full 24 hour 
access to the Dupont Underground space. During the course of the residency, the staging areas will be 
open to others within the organization both visually and physically. Artists may choose to use their 
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staging area in the manner they please, provided it is compliant to all local codes and laws and does not 
disrupt or inconvenience neighbors, the public, or the other users of the Dupont Underground and does 
not hinder other activities and events or required egress paths and the transit of others within the DU 
organization, including visits from tour groups, press, and the public.  

• Exhibition and Project Development: For exhibition and presentation purposes, artists have access 
to and may incorporate parts of the entire 14,000ft2 DU East Platform for their final work. It is important 
that the selected artists coordinate their activities and production with each other. Artists for each 
residency term will be chosen based on their perceived compatibility with one another, however it is up 
to the artists to cooperate and explore ways of making each artist’s work coexist appropriately with the 
other. If it becomes clear that this is not possible over the course of the residency, the artists agree to 
limiting their exhibition time to the fraction required to give all artists an equal time to exhibit their work in 
the final month.  Artist’s may use other areas of the Dupont Underground complex only under special 
arrangement agreed to by the Board of Directors. 

• Condition of the Space: The DU space is still undergoing improvements and does not yet have a 
Certificate of Occupancy. The space is old infrastructure and in some places it is dirty and 
decomposing. The artist understands that there are hazards to working in the space and agrees to the 
terms of the Liability Waiver that all DU volunteers and staff must sign upon entry into the organization.  

• Delay or Pause in the Residency: The DU space is a work in progress, and improvements will 
continue to be made throughout the artist’s residency term. Improvements may involve significant repair 
and construction within the space. The DU reserves the right to delay or pause the residency for any 
reason. If the repair and construction are extensive enough to require the DUWR to be delayed or 
paused the artist will be notified in advance by the DU.  

• Occupancy and Waivers: The DU space has a maximum occupancy of 49 persons. The artist and the 
DU are collectively responsible for making sure that the limit is not violated. The terms of occupancy 
may change during the course of the residency, but the artists should be aware that the final exhibition 
and all other activities in between will be limited by this maximum. Artists may invite friends, family and 
colleagues into the space on a limited basis. Groups of more than six will require the approval of a 
Board of Directors member. All visitors to the space must sign the Liability Release Waiver in advance 
of entering the space. The DU will provide the artists with a link to the online waiver.  

• Water Service: The DU space has no water service. We have no toilets, sinks, or other sanitary 
facilities. The DU has an informal agreement with the Dupont Hotel, allowing organization members and 
visitors to use their bathroom facilities. The DU has a limited reservoir system of non-potable water that 
is used for cleaning only. The water service issue may be resolved over the course of the residency 
term, but this is not guaranteed.  

• Tools, Materials and Objects: The DU has certain materials and tools on site and unique artifacts and 
objects can be found within the DU. These tools, materials, artifacts and objects may be used by 
resident artists, on a case-by-case basis. Artists should inform a DU Board member of their needs and 
intentions and use the things in question as directed. 

• Egress, Access and Security: There are currently three operational entrances to the DU. During 
regular hours all entrances must be kept locked. When the space is open for an event (including the 
final residency exhibition) the entrances must be open to provide emergency egress. For security 
purposes, during such events each open entrance must be monitored by a DU staff or volunteer or 
resident artist. If a resident artist needs to keep an entrance open for any reason it is their responsibility 
to guard that entrance or assign someone to do so to prevent people from wandering in.  

• Donation Policy: DU funding is based mostly on small donations. As a matter of policy, the DU asks for 
a donation from all participants for tours and events within the space. The base donation is $15, if an 
event or tour is longer than 45 minutes the base donation is raised accordingly. Resident artists are 
asked to respect this policy when inviting people into the space for scheduled events or tours. Resident 
artists agree to the arrangements detailed above and understand these limitations. 
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TIme:  

• Engagement Term: The selected artist’s engagement is limited to the term period as expressed above. 
Each term period is 5 months, with the final month devoted to a public exhibition of the work. Any needs 
beyond the term will be addressed on a case-by-case basis. 

•
• Scheduling and Calendar: The selected artists will be given a key to the space, and will have 24-hour 

access. Artists will need to announce their schedule on the DU Master Calendar, a document 
maintained by the organization and accessed by all members that allows everyone to be aware of all 
DU activities. This is critical for both scheduling and security.  

•
• Other Activities: The DU space is in constant use for events and activities not associated with the 

Residency Program and there will be times when these activities and events may impose on the artists 
work time and create potential distractions. In rare instances the artists may be called upon to move 
their materials and equipment to another location within the DU to make way for an event, function, or 
construction. The DU Master calendar tracks when these events and activities take place. Artists 
understand and agree to these contingencies and accept that they are responsible for checking the 
calendar periodically to inform themselves of activities and events. 

Electricity: 
The DU space has an old electrical system in need of updating. There is ample power to sustain most 
activities, but there are limited outlets and lighting. Selected artists may be required to provide their own 
extension cords and should be aware of the limitations of the system when plugging in high-draw tools or 
equipment. If there is any question or concern about the electrical system, artists should ask a DU Board 
member before plugging in. Resident artists agree to the arrangements detailed above and understand 
these limitations. 

Organization Identity: 
Resident artists may use the Dupont Underground name and visual identity to promote and fundraise for 
their project. All public promotion initiatives using the Dupont Underground name or visual identity must 
be reviewed and approved by a DU Board of Director member assigned to each artist to advise and 
facilitate the process. Dupont Underground will work with the selected artist to disseminate information 
about their project on the DU website and social media channels. Beyond these commitments; finances, 
tools, equipment, materials, printing, labor and other assets needed to promote the project are the 
responsibility of the selected participants. Resident artists agree to the arrangements detailed above and 
understand these limitations. 

Fundraising: 
Resident artists may fundraise for their project using the Dupont Underground non-profit identity and 
channeling the raised funds through the DU organizational 501C3 structure.  All fundraising initiatives 
must be reviewed and approved by the DU Board of Directors and a BOD member will be assigned to 
each artist to advise and facilitate the process. To administer this arrangement the DU will withhold 20% 
of all funds that pass through the organization’s fundraising infrastructure that bear our identity, including 
but not limited to Network for Good, Indiegogo, Submittable, Eventbrite, and Square.  
Dupont Underground reserves the right to use the artist’s name; images of selected prior work approved 
by the artist; the contents of the artist’s residency proposal including images, sound, and video; and the 
final work product done under the DUWR, for fundraising and promotion in perpetuity in all media, printed 
and digital, including the internet. Resident artists agree to the arrangements detailed above and 
understand these limitations. 
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Financing the Installation: 
The Dupont Underground will organize a fundraising campaign using the above resources to finance the 
production of the final exhibition event. This includes food, drink, staff, signage, and incidentals. This does 
not include the costs of the material, labor, and equipment components of the exhibition which are the 
responsibility of the artist. Resident artists agree to the arrangements detailed above and understand 
these limitations. 

Miscellany:  
Copyrights for work completed under the DUWR shall remain the property of the artist(s). 
The Dupont Underground assumes no responsibility for e-mail, electronic, or technical conditions that 
prevent the receipt of an application. 
The Dupont Underground reserves the right to amend these terms, without notice. 
No information contained in DUWR  applications shall be deemed confidential, and such information may 
be shared with local or federal governmental entities. Therefore, please do not submit any information 
that may be deemed proprietary in nature. The Dupont Underground shall not be liable for any costs 
incurred by any applicant in the preparation, submittal, presentation, or revision of their application. The 
Dupont Underground shall not be obligated to pay and shall not pay any costs in connection with the 
preparation of applications. 
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