
    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Diagnostic Characteristics 

 Blue, mottled with beige and red on 

joints and body 

 Red patches laterally on abdomen 

 Smooth, straight, and narrow claws 

with a red patch 

Background 

 Native to Australia; introduced into 

the U.S. in the 1990’s through 

aquaculture 

 Omnivorous 

 Widely tolerant of many habitats 

 High reproductive potential 

 Ability to outcompete native species 

 Fast growing 

 Possible disease and parasite 

transmission to humans and other 

species 

Cherax quadricarinatus 

Red Claw 
Crayfish 
 

 

Parastacidae, the freshwater 

crayfish family 

 

 

Photo Credit: 
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