
    

  
Diagnostic Characteristics 

 Medium-sized and minnow-shaped  

 Distinctly arched dorsal and ventral 

surface 

 Small bluntly pointed head 

 Forked tail 

 Two color forms: 

. Olive-grey dorsal side fading 

to silver with reddish anal 

and pelvic fins 

. Orange dorsal side fading to 

silver with orange tail and 

dorsal fins 

Background 

 Native to Europe; intentionally 

stocked in the U.S. and introduced 

through escape 

 Inhabits clean and clear lakes, rivers, 

and ponds 

 Valued as both a sport and 

ornamental fish 

 Feeds on crustaceans, insect larvae, 

worms, snails, and some fish 

 Spawns in weed beds or shallow 

gravel areas 

Leuciscus idus 
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Cyprinidae, the carp family 
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