Scardinius erythrophthalmus
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Cyprinidae, the carp family

Diagnostic Characteristics

e Deep-bodied fish with a forked tail

e Dorsal side is golden-olive fading to
silvery-olive along the sides

e Fins are bright reddish-orange to
reddish-brown

e Lower lip is distinct and upturned

e Eyes are pink to gold

Background

e Native to Eurasia; introduced as bait
fish releases

e Inhabits lakes, rivers, streams,
thermal, tidal ponds; can tolerate a
wide range of water conditions and
temperatures

e Prefer habitats that contain large
weed beds

e Omnivorous feeding habits

N 5431028

e Threaten native plant species with
overconsumption

e Has been shown to outcompete trout
for anglers’ lures
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