
    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Diagnostic Characteristics 

 Freshwater snail with a varied shell 

length of ¼ to 1½ inches long 

 Shell color is usually light brown to 

yellowish-brown 

 Adults generally have 7-11 whorls 

 Rows of beads along shell; quilted 

appearance 

 

Background 

 Native to Southeastern Asia, Japan, 

and Hawaii; introduced to the 

Americas and Africa in the aquarium 

trade 

 Thrives in medium to slow flowing 

streams 

 Usually found at depths less than 1 

foot 

 Outcompetes native snails 

 Feeds on algae, microorganisms, and 

diatoms 

 Poses health risks to humans and 

birds through trematode transmission 

Tarebia granifera 

Quilted Melania 
 

 

 

 

 

Thiaridae, the freshwater snail family 
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