
    

 
Diagnostic Characteristics 

 Small and thin lizard with a relatively 

flat body 

 Long limbs and toes 

 Angular head and prominent jaw 

 Tail is twice as long as body 

 Backside is green or brown with black 

blotches 

 Underside is light creamy-brown with 

light spots that become more dense 

at the throat 

Background 

 Native to Central Europe and 

Northwestern Asia 

 Eats flying and ground insects as well 

as fruits and berries 

 When captured by its tail, the tail will 

fall off and continue to wiggle for 

several minutes, keeping the 

attention of the predator 

 Often found in rocky areas, open 

woodlands, and human created 

habitats 

Podarcis muralis 

Common Wall 
Lizard 
 

 

 

Lacertidae, the true lizard family 

 

 

Photo Credit: 
Pic 1 and 2: By Björn S... (Common Wall Lizard - Podarcis muralis) [CC BY-SA 2.0 
(http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0)], via Wikimedia Commons 
Pic 3: By Bernard DUPONT from FRANCE (Common Wall Lizard (Podarcis muralis) close-up) [CC BY-SA 2.0 
(http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0)], via Wikimedia Commons 
 

 


