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Our Mission 

 

 

Called by God to love our neighbors, St. Benedict serves ALL who hunger and thirst in 

soul and body. We do this:  

 By feeding all who hunger to experience the living God as present in the 

Eucharist. 

 By feeding all who hunger for a deeper understanding of God through 

opportunities to know God. 

 By feeding all who hunger for food to sustain the body. 

 By including all who hunger to serve others. 

 

 

 

 

Our Vision 
 

 

“The hands of Christ in the heart of Lacey” 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Benedict Episcopal Church 
Parish Office: 910 Bowker St. SE 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 3811, Lacey, WA 98509 

 

sbechurch@gmail.com 

www.stbenedictlacey.org 

mailto:sbechurch@gmail.com
http://www.stbenedictlacey.org/
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Welcome to St. Benedict's 

 

Welcome to our church family.  St. Benedict is an open, inclusive congregation.  

Everyone is welcome here as a child of God.  You bless us simply by your presence 

among us. 

 

“No matter where you are at on your spiritual journey- All are welcome at the table.”  

We share Benedict's gift of hospitality. 

 

Our Building 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Look forward to a seasonally decorated 

altar. 
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Our Garden 
 

                                                                                            

  

Look up and to the left and see The 

Creation in the 7 stained glass windows. 



 4  

 

Wander the pathway and find St. Francis…another stone bench…a Celtic cross. 

Enjoy lilac bushes, many flowers, and shrubs. 
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By the Numbers 
 

 

 

 

St. Benedict is a mission congregation of 

approximately 221 members of varied 

occupations, sexual orientations, 

religious backgrounds and with a small 

amount of ethnic diversity. 

In addition, St. Benedict's has been home 

for a number of active duty military 

families as well as some retired or non-

stipendiary clergy over the years.  We 

are an older congregation with a large 

number of retirees, perhaps due to the 

nearness of retirement communities such 

as Panorama and Vista Village.  We 

have an average attendance of 100 at our 

Sunday services. 

Our congregation is made up mostly of 

persons from Lacey and the nearby cities 

of Olympia and Tumwater.  Of our 

pledging households, 38% are from 

Lacey, 55% from Olympia, 3% from 

Tumwater and 4% from other nearby 

communities. 

The median length of time that members 

have been a part of our congregation 

falls in the range of 5 to 10 years.

 

 

 

 

Ethnic Background 

Black 4% 
Caucasian 95% 
Latino 1% 
  

Highest Level of Education 

High School 5% 
College 40% 
Graduate School 54% 
  

Age 

0 – 24 2% 
25 – 44 11% 
45 – 64 36% 
Over 65 51% 
  

Distance from home to church 

Under 4 blocks 1% 
1 – 2 miles 10% 
3 – 4 miles 16% 
5 – 9 miles 45% 
10 – 15 miles 17% 
Over 15 miles 11% 
  

Tenure 

Under 1 year 6% 
1 – 2 years 7% 
3 – 4 years 19% 
5 – 10 years 21% 
11-15 years 8% 
16 – 20 years 13% 
Over 20 years 25% 
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Results of Parish Survey and 
Method of Survey Process

 

Most of the statistics on the preceding page come from the 85-question online Church 

Assessment Tool (CAT) that members of St. Benedict's were asked to complete in 

February of 2015.  Print questionnaires were available for those unable to access the 

Internet. 92% of our average Sunday attendance participated in the survey. 

 

Survey results show our core values to be the following: 

1. Worship services that are exceptional in quality and content. 

2. Helping each member to understand his or her call to ministry. 

3. Having a variety of opportunities for education and formation to fit our lifestyles.  

4. Willingness to adapt worship to meet the needs of the people we are trying to 

reach. 

5.  Congregational involvement. 
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Worship & Liturgy 
 

 

Sunday Services 

8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist 

10:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist with music 

(Sunday school and child care available 

during the 10:30 service.) 

 

9:30 a.m. Summer Holy Eucharist, June 

through August. 

 

We use the 1979 Book of Common 

Prayer Rite II for both services and 

follow the New Revised Common 

Lectionary. 

 

Children are an integral part of the 

service and serve as acolytes and in other 

roles.  We have a children's sermon after 

which the children go off to Sunday 

school and return at Eucharist. 

 

Many hands prepare and assist in our 

worship services including the Altar 

guild, Eucharistic ministers, Lectors, 

Intercessors, ushers, and a prayer team 

for healing prayer during Eucharist. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Music 

Music selections are from the Episcopal 

Hymnal 1982 and the Gather 

Comprehensive Hymnal.  

We incorporate a mix of contemporary, 

world, and traditional hymns into our 

10:30 service. Our staff pianist is 

supplemented by congregational 

musicians who serve as instrumentalists 

or song leaders. We have a seasonal 

choir for special services.  

 

All are invited to join us for coffee and 

conversation in the Fellowship Hall 

following the service.  

 

We also share our worship space with 

two congregations:  

The German Ministry of Lacey (service 

in German) 

Holy Wisdom Inclusive Catholic 

Community. 
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Education 
 

Baptism and Confirmation 

“The Journey” is St. Benedict's Baptism 

and Confirmation preparation class. In 

the course of this class, members are 

invited to learn more about Scripture, 

Tradition and Reason.  We look at 

different ways of reading the Bible and 

different aspects and symbols of our 

faith.  All parishioners are invited to 

attend. 

 

Adult Formation 

Our current Adult Formation 
program is a Bible Study. The 
discussions range from engaging in 
the flow of the liturgical calendar, to 
exploring the day’s scriptures, to 
reflection on the bible within the 
context of personal and current 
relevancy. The class meets on the 3rd 
Sunday of each month following the 
10:30 service. 
 
Book Discussion Group 

We have a well-attended and lively book 

study group that is self-directed. Recent 

selections have included Chasing 

Francis by Ian Morgan Cron, and Crazy 

Christians by Presiding Bishop Michael 

Curry.    

 

Lenten Series 

The Lenten series this year 
is Ministry Exploration –
Discovering Our Gifts. One evening 
each week for five weeks we gather 
for Soup Suppers, followed by 
sessions led by one of our 
parishioners.  

Children and Youth 

Younger children find a warm welcome 

in the Child Care Center. 

 

Our Children's Sunday School is from 

September through May. The 5 to 10 

year olds study the multiage curriculum 

“Seasons of the Spirit”. The older 

children have a Bible Study based on the 

Lectionary. We have a small but very 

active Youth Group which meets 

regularly during the school year.  They 

give their time to both Inreach and 

Outreach.   

 

Library 

One can find many uplifting and 

educational books in our library.  St. 

Benedict's Library is a collection of 

around 2000 donated spiritual or 

Christian books reflecting an Episcopal 

point of view.  We focus on materials 

supporting established ministries in our 

congregation or diocese. 
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Outreach Mission & Ministry 
 

 

In keeping with our desire to reach out 

into the greater community we have 

participated in a number of outreach 

ministries this past year.  

 Provided bedding and toiletries to a 

newly opened 100 bed homeless 

shelter in Olympia.  

 Supported Camp Michael, a 5 day 

overnight camp at Hicks Lake in 

Lacey. 

 Provided 112 Easter baskets to 

homeless families in Olympia. 

 Collected calendars for the Diocese 

Maritime Ministry. 

 Provided quilts and hand knit items 

for Truth in Education, a ministry to 

refugees in Afghanistan. 

 A special Sunday collection to help a 

newly opened homeless shelter in 

Aberdeen, WA, a depressed area. 

 Provided socks and cookies at 

Christmas for Jail Ministry. 

 Celebrated Harvest Sunday in Oct. 

for the Thurston County Food Bank. 

 Participated in Military Family 

Appreciation Day. 

 Monthly Community Dinner and 

Food Bank. 

 In addition, we provide a meeting 

place for community groups and 

diocesan events. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jail Ministry 
We are one of seven teams that go into 

the Thurston County Jail on Sunday and 

Thursday evenings, quarterly.  We 

conduct a church service and a bible 

study.   

 

Community Dinner Ministry   
Several years ago community leaders 

from Lacey met with members from St. 

Benedict's to begin a ministry to help 

people who were struggling.  The 

outcome was community dinners which 

occur monthly. We open our doors to 

homeless, needy, and lonely people and 

families.  It is truly the “Hands of Christ 

in the Heart of Lacey”.  We are blessed 

to have groups from St. Andrews United 

Methodist Church, the German Ministry, 

Holy Wisdom Inclusive Catholic 

Community, and students from St. 

Martin's University helping and cooking 

on a regular basis. 
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 Parish Inreach Ministry 
 

We have a pastoral care ministry which 

is involved with visiting the sick and 

shut-ins.  Eucharistic ministers are 

available to take communion to those 

unable to attend our services.  In 

addition, our Reception Committee 

organizes and facilitates receptions for 

weddings, funerals, and other 

congregation events. 

 

A number of persons keep the Vicar 

supplied with prayer shawls to be given 

to those in a time of need. 

 

 

 

Communication 
 

St. Benedict's makes active use of email 

to interact with various church groups, 

leaders and each other.  Our monthly 

newsletter called Benedictions is 

distributed via email as well as in a print 

version.  In addition to announcements 

made before Sunday services, there is a 

weekly announcements bulletin included 

with the Sunday Service program. 

 

We have a website containing 

information about our congregation, and 

sermons either in print or audio file 

format.  We also have a Facebook page. 

 

sbechurch@gmail.com 

www.stbenedictlacey.org 

www.facebook.com/benedictlacey 

 

 

mailto:sbechurch@gmail.com
http://www.stbenedictlacey.org/
http://www.facebook.com/benedictlacey


 11  

 

Parish Life 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Benedict Church has many seasonal 

and traditional events and some new 

ones in the making.  Saints Suppers, 

dinners for 8 – 10 people, occur 3 times 

a year.  Lenten Soup Suppers and study 

program take place during Lent.  There 

is an Epiphany Party each January.  

Plant sales are held the week after 

Christmas and Easter services.  Some 

recent events that look to become 

traditional are: the Children's Halloween 

candy tithe, Earth Ministry events on 

Rogation Sundays, and the annual 

Ministry Leadership Dinner. 

 

We enjoy fellowship with each other in 

our Sunday Coffee Hour, Pot Luck 

Suppers, Wednesday morning book 

group, Men's breakfast once a month, 

Newcomer Welcome gatherings, 

Women's Spirituality Group, and our 

special celebrations at Confirmation, 

Maundy Thursday, Easter Vigil, and 

Pentecost. 

 

 

 

Church events such as the Maundy 

Thursday Agape Meal, and outreach 

events such as Community Dinner and 

Food Bank are held in our spacious 

Parish Hall equipped with a commercial 

kitchen.  

 

The Women’s Spirituality Group has 

embarked on a journey of spiritual 

growth and discovery.  The goal is to 

create a sacred space in our lives to 

connect with God. Meetings include 

prayer, collective leadership, and 

personal study/prayer between meetings.  
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Finances & Staff 
 

YEAR BUDGET 

ACTUAL 
TOTAL 

INCOME 

ACTUAL 
TOTAL 

EXPENSES 

2010 $257,116 $279,481 $268,783 

2011 $234,348 $262,649 $248,814 

2012 $269,238 $236,833 $236,506 

2013 $254,161 $260,178 $239,253 

2014 $249,627 $261,443 $238,007 

2015 $256,639 $230,716 $227,423 

 

YEAR PLEDGES 
TOTAL 

PLEDGED 
TOTAL 

RECEIVED 

2010 92 $213,382 $197,629 

2011 81 $200,580 $187,557 

2012 72 $167,937 $171,022 

2013 83 $210,604 $213,164 

2014 68 $200,550 $194,478 

2015 73 $187,730 $187,737 

 

St. Benedict has 5 small Diocesan 

Investment Funds (DIF) that have 

designated uses. 

 

Our Staff 

St. Benedict employs childcare staff, a 

pianist, and contracts for janitorial 

services.  The treasurer, office manager, 

and youth group leader are volunteers. 

The Diocese of Olympia 

 

We are a part of the 

Diocese of Olympia, a 

diocese of over 31,000 

Episcopalians, 400 

clergy members and 

106 parishes located in 

western Washington 

state.  The geographic 

area stretches from 

Canada south to Oregon and from the 

foothills of the Cascade Mountains west 

to the Pacific Ocean. 

 

The Diocese of 

Olympia is led 

by the Rt. Rev. 

Gregory H. 

Rickel who was 

installed as the 

eighth Bishop of 

Olympia in 

2007.  Bishop 

Rickel embraces 

a spirit of 

welcoming all, 

no matter what stage of their faith 

journey they are in.  He believes in the 

church being a safe and authentic place 

where all are called to explore the 

continuing revelation of Jesus Christ. 

 

More information about the Diocese of 

Olympia can be found at the diocesan 

website:  www.ecww.org. 
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Our History 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Our Heritage….Our Calling 

 

Saint Benedict is 35 years old and has a 

rich heritage in worship and prayer, 

bearing fruit in forms of love and 

outreach.   Caring for each other and for 

those outside this community has been a 

hallmark of our congregation from its 

inception.  We pray that it will continue 

to be so. 

 

We were organized as a mission of the 

diocese in 1980, in Thurston County by 

Saint John's, a larger, established 

Episcopal Church located in Olympia.  

 

On a cold windy Sunday afternoon in 

December 1986, with members of the 

Olympia Highlanders bagpipers leading 

the way, we broke ground for our new 

church building on Bowker Street.  On 

August 23, 1987 we began our Eucharist 

in the student union building at St. 

Martin’s College, carried our prayer 

books and other belongings across the 

field, and concluded our Eucharist in our 

new building.  Bishop Cochrane 

conducted the dedication on September 

16, 1987. 

 

List of Vicars 

 

Reverend John Gibbs    1980 to 1988 

Reverend William Riker   1989 to 1996 

Reverend Joan Anthony   1997 to 2003 

Reverend George Anne 

McDonnell 

2005 to 2016 

 

 

For 25 years we were known throughout 

the community for the Edinburgh Faire, 

a Christmas Fair offering handmade 

items and delicious food.  A portion of 

the money raised was put into our 

Outreach Fund.  In 2006 we decided to 

end our Faire days and instead use our 

building and resources to offer a free 

dinner once a month to the community.   

 

In 2007 we had an auction fund raiser 

for New Orleans Katrina Hurricane relief 

and several of our members helped with 

the restoration of St. Paul's Cathedral in 

New Orleans. 

 

It was a grand celebration in 2011 when 

we burned our mortgage.  We are a 

congregation who enjoy each other as 

we worship, pray, work and play 

together. 
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Our Community 
 

The city of Lacey borders the cities of 

Tumwater and Olympia, the state capitol. 

Lacey embodies the very best of living, 

working and playing in the Pacific 

Northwest.  Known for its natural 

environment, nearly 20 percent of the 

city has been set aside for parks (29), 

natural areas and open space including 

1200 acres of municipal parkland and 

sports venues. Tolmie State Park and 

Nisqually National Wildlife Refuge are 

nearby. Mt. Rainier and Olympic 

National Parks are a short drive away.   

 

Residents are highly-educated, 

community-oriented, and enjoy the 

highest median household income 

($59,374) of any city in Thurston 

County.   

 

Business enterprises from around the 

world have taken notice of Lacey's high 

quality of life, and economic 

development has flourished.   

 

www.ci.lacey.wa.us 

www.co.thurston.wa.us 

www.stmartin.edu 

 

Hopes for the Future 
 

Hopes, dreams and goals for St. 

Benedict include: 

 Making the changes necessary to 

attract and keep newcomers, and 

incorporate them into the life of the 

church.  

 We hope to grow our Sunday school 

and youth group and continue to 

foster children who are involved in 

the fabric of worship and fellowship. 

 Develop the spiritual generosity of 

our members to financially support 

the ministry of the church. 

 Strengthen the process by which 

members are called and equipped for 

ministry and leadership. 

 Continue the high quality of our 

worship services and strengthen and 

deepen our music ministry. 

 

Areas of ministry focus include our 

emphasis on hospitality to all, outreach 

into the community, support for Camp 

Michael and for those who share our 

building. 

 

Challenges and growing edges include 

rethinking our vision and mission for the 

future and taking care of our building 

and grounds in an affordable and 

sustainable way.  We hope to revitalize 

the congregation with a sense of purpose 

that creates an atmosphere of vitality.

http://www.ci.lacey.wa.us/
http://www.co.thurston.wa.us/
http://www.stmartin.edu/
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Our Next Vicar 
 

 

Position Description and Qualities 

Sought in a New Vicar 
 

We are a smaller, friendly, accepting, 

inclusive congregation with a variety of 

ministries and opportunities for service.  

We value an open door, open table 

worship style, which involves children in 

worship.  We are looking for a vicar who 

will lead, challenge and help us grow 

and be able to welcome more young 

families into our congregation.  Though 

we are an older congregation, we want 

someone who can help us with ministries 

of any age and stage. 

 

 

 

What We Offer 
 

We are looking for a halftime vicar. 

Compensation is negotiable within 

diocesan guidelines. For determining 

financial compensation, St. Benedict is a 

Grade D congregation. 

 

Link to diocesan salary schedule: 

 

2016 Parochial Clergy Salary Schedule 

 

As required by Diocesan policy, St. 

Benedict provides the following: health 

insurance, payment to the Church 

Pension Fund, standard vacation, sick 

leave, continuing education time, and 

sabbatical. 

 

 

Qualities we desire in our new 

vicar in order of importance are: 
 

 A preacher who inspires and 

connects us to God's word. 

 A visionary who can lead the 

congregation toward a realization 

of our vision. 

 A nurturer who is empathetic 

and cares for persons in time of 

need.  

 A teacher who is able to equip us 

with new skills. 

https://resources.ecww.org/sites/default/files/resources/ClergySalaryScale2016%20.pdf

