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SteelStacks, Trestle win Bruner Gold Award
By Pete Brekus, Timeclock staff writer
The SteelStacks campus and its HooverMason Trestle have been awarded the top
Rudy Bruner Award for Urban Excellence. The Gold Award includes a $50,000
endowment that Archives member Tony
Hanna, executive director of the Bethlehem Redevelopment
Authority, said will
be used for maintenance of the site.
Already named a
finalist and guaranteed a $10,000 Silver
Award, SteelStacks
won out over projects
in four major metro
areas to garner the
Gold Award. SteelStacks attracts 1.5
million visitors a year
to the former Bethlehem Steel site. And
the Hoover-Mason
Trestle recently
earned a separate
accolade, the MUSE
Award, an American
Alliance of Museums
technology award, for the Trestle’s mobile
applications and website.
The Bruner Foundation established the
Award for Urban Excellence to recognize
and encourage redevelopment of urban
areas to improve the quality of life in
American communities.
In a statement announcing Bethlehem as
the winner, award founder Simeon Bruner
said, “The city of Bethlehem turned an
irretrievable loss into a positive cultural
asset, honoring its history and all those
who worked there while fostering a compelling public place and economic future.
It is an outstanding model for postindustrial cities nationwide.”
“What distinguished our project from
the others in Chicago, Boston, Los Angeles and New Orleans was our connection

to the community and the community's
engagement in the design and development process,” said Hanna.
The accessibility of the project upon
completion pushed SteelStacks over the
finish line, Hanna said. When the Bruner

Trestle, not only more approachable from
a community perspective, but also more
educational and informative.”
Jill Schennum, chair of the Archives
Mission Interpretation Committee, agrees
with Hanna.
“This is a very prestigious award for
Bethlehem, and
shows the importance
of community-based
organizations working
together to incorporate historic interpretation into redevelopment efforts,” Schennum said. “The Bethlehem Heritage Coalition, a group of community-based organizations that included
the Steelworkers' Archives, worked together and with the
See Gold Award,
page 3

Review Team came to Bethlehem in
March, the Redevelopment Authority
made it a point to show off the elevated
walkway at the Hoover-Mason Trestle.
“It was that community engagement and
public access of SteelStacks to the neighborhoods surrounding the site and beyond
that helped us win the Gold Medal,” Hanna said. “We believe the completion of the
Hoover-Mason Trestle made our project
more competitive.”
Citing the Archives’ efforts as part of
the Bethlehem Heritage Coalition to advance completion of the Trestle, to ensure
accuracy of the placards describing life in
the Steel’s heyday and the Archives’
Steelwalker Trestle tours, Hanna said,
“The Steelworkers’ Archives has made the
site, and in particular, the Hoover-Mason
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Hats off to Tony Hanna, an Archives member and executive director of the Bethlehem Redevelopment Authority. The authority won the Gold Medal and $50,000 for
the City of Bethlehem in the national 2017 Rudy Bruner Award for Urban Excellence competition.
The Archives team of Fran Ferencin, Pete Brekus and I were interviewed by the
Bruner Team. I feel we put the ball over the fence on behalf of all those involved.
The prize money will be used to maintain the Trestle.
Our tours of the Hoover-Mason Trestle are picking up speed. On one weekend in
May we had 17 people on Saturday and 18 on Sunday. Those tours were conducted
by Frank Hawkey and Joe Mayer. Dennis Pearson had 12 people on May 13 — even
though it was raining.
Steeples and Steel tours will start July 22 and will include cemetery tours led by
the South Bethlehem Historical Society. The steelworker’s lunch will be replaced by
Mary Karol’s Windish goulash, a culinary treat that people will rave about.
Members of the Steelworkers Veterans Memorial Committee will participate in the
second annual Vets Fest on July 15 and 16, which is run by the Nam Knights Motorcycle Club. Last year the steelworkers raised $1,100 that was turned over to the Nam
Knights. The Knights are a motorcycle group that provides gloves, hats, scarfs, socks
and personal services to veterans, especially our disabled vets.
There will be an election at the next membership meeting to pick members for the
By-laws Committee.
Have a great summer. Let your officers know if you will be attending the Lehigh
Valley Labor Council’s annual Pete DePietro Labor Day Picnic. The picnic will be
held Sept. 4 at Wayne Grube Park in Northampton.
— Frank A. Behum Sr.
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Lehigh Valley Workers Memorial Day was observed April 30 at the Bethlehem Rose Garden.
Five area workers died in 2016 as a result of injuries incurred on the job. A special tribute was
held in honor of the 157 workers who died in 1917, the majority of whom had worked at Bethlehem Steel. The ceremony featured the ringing of a bell in memory of those who lost their lives on
the job or due to workplace injury. The ceremony concluded with the playing of Taps.
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Gold Award, continued from page 1
city to develop a plan for historic interpretation along the Hoover-Mason Trestle. The coalition donated materials for an interpretive website (http://hoovermason.com), and developed the
signage along the walkway. This collaborative partnership resulted in well-designed historic interpretation accompanying the
Trestle.”
The Trestle brings the SteelStacks campus together by providing up-close access to the site’s signature blast furnaces, Schennum said.
“The preservation of Bethlehem Steel's blast furnaces has been
crucial to the site's redevelopment, introducing tourists, concert
goers and festival attendees to the history of Bethlehem Steel's
flagship mill,” she
said.
Archives President
Frank Behum said
the Archives’ March
31 presentation to
the Bruner Award
Review Team
helped connect the
team to the experiences of life at Steel
– both of the steelworkers themselves
and the community
at large – to the development of the
SteelStacks campus
and the Trestle.
“The defining moment (in the award
selection process)
occurred when the
contingent from the Steelworkers' Archives spoke to the Bruner
group about our involvement with the Hoover-Mason Trestle
project,” Behum said. “Frank Ferencin and Pete Brekus, along
with yours truly, spelled out the real story as told by those who
lived it. It was a perfect complement to all the organizations and
people who were interviewed.”
Of the foundation’s extensive review process, Hanna said, “I
want to thank everyone who participated in the interviews with
the Bruner team while they visited Bethlehem. In addition to the
large amounts of information shared with the Bruner Foundation

staff and reviewers, the interviews and site visits were very important to the final decision-making process.”
After the award was announced, Archives member Curtis
“Hank” Barnette, former Bethlehem Steel president and chief
executive officer, sent an email message to the organizations and
people who had a hand in developing the site and ultimately
securing the Gold Award, especially thanking Redevelopment
Director Tony Hanna.
“Tony, Congratulations to all! This award is well deserved and
your leadership was essential,” Barnette said.
In her interview with the Archives, Anne-Marie Lubenau,
Bruner Award director and Review Team leader, said she felt a
kinship with Frank “Fran” Ferencin, whose description of growing up in a steel
town reminded her
of her own upbringing.
She said her
grandfather had
worked more than
50 years at the Bethlehem Steel plant in
Lebanon, Pa.
“As a kid I remember it cranking
away at night,” she
said. “It was just
blocks behind our
house.”
Lubenau said she's
visited similar industrial-site redevelopment projects, but
none as large and
detail-oriented as
SteelStacks and its
Photo by Matt Smith
Hoover-Mason
Trestle.
In a statement after the Gold Award was announced, Lubenau
said, “Among the many reasons SteelStacks was selected was
the way it demonstrated the restorative effect on communities
that have experienced loss. It's more than a memorial, it's also
thinking about the future. It's really repurposing it, really building upon some of the strengths of the existing community in
terms of the arts and culture.”

Tony Hanna, executive director
of the Bethlehem Redevelopment Authority, was instrumental in securing the Rudy Bruner
Gold Award for Urban Excellence for the City of Bethlehem.
He was also the driving force
that brought SteelStacks and
the Hoover-Mason Trestle projects to fruition. An Archives
member, Hanna spent two summers in the early 1970s as a
steelworker in the beam yards
of the Bethlehem Plant while a
student at Lehigh University.
Photo courtesy of lehighvalleylive.com
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Archives mourns loss of Ziggy Ziegenfuss
Archives founding member Kenneth “Ziggy”
Steelworkers’ Archives members, including his life partner
Ziegenfuss Jr. passed away on May 15.
of 22 years, Gail Ripple.
He was 80 years old.
After prayers were said and songs were
Born at St. Luke’s Hospital on May 3,
sung, members spoke tributes to Ziggy.
1937, Ziegenfuss graduated from Liberty
“I met Ziggy in May of 1972 (at the
High School. He joined the Army and
Steel) when I came back from the Navy,”
served seven years, attaining the rank of
said Frank Behum. “I was Ziggy’s pup at
Technical Sergeant, before joining Bethlethe 35-inch Mill, alloy and tool steel divihem Steel in 1965. He worked for 33 years
sion. He was the motor inspector. I was
at Steel, where he was a mechanic and
the helper. He would show me what to do
electrician with a triple-A rating. He was
and I’d do it. I learned the ropes from Zigactive in the Borough of Freemansburg,
gy. It was my pleasure to have known the
where he served on council and as vice
man.”
president, was active in the Boy Scouts
Gail Ripple was the last to speak.
and served for many years as Freemans“He loved the Steelworkers’ Archives,”
burg Fire Chief. At the Archives he served
she said. “But he was proudest of his seras president, vice president, headed the
vice to his country. Most of all, and above
Speakers Bureau and led independent
all, he loved me. From the day I met him
tours for special events. He was loved by Kenneth “Ziggy” Ziegenfuss and
he saw that all my needs were met. He
all.
was
my best friend, my hero, my angel,
Gail Ripple at an Archives meeting.
A memorial service was held May 24 at
my love. There will never be another ZigPerkins Restaurant at the south end of the Hill-to-Hill
gy. He was one of a kind.”
Bridge. Led by Heartland Hospice, who provided care for
Ziggy’s burial will be at Fort Indiantown Gap National
Ziegenfuss, the service was attended by more than 20
Cemetery in Annville, Pa., with full military honors.

Ziggy’s time at the Steel
The following is an excerpt from a story
that ran in The Express-Times on March
28, 2008:
Steelworker Kenneth “Ziggy” Ziegenfuss
Jr. of Bethlehem witnessed two historic
events at the Steel in his more than 33 years
of company service: the last cast at the Blast
Furnace on Nov. 18, 1995, and the final day
of coke production at the Coke Ovens department 10 years ago today.
“I was in the Last Cast picture. I was the
guy in the orange suit, second from the right
on the steps,” Ziegenfuss said.
Ziegenfuss started April 12, 1965, in the 35
-inch merchant mill in the Lehigh Plant.
Over the years he moved to the sintering
plant and Blast Furnace department and the
steel foundry. As he worked his way up to a
maintenance technician, welder, millwright
and motor inspector, he did stints in the
beam yards, the electric furnace melt shop
and the 12&14-inch mill in the East Lehigh
division.
But some of his best memories are of the
times he spent at the Coke Works in the mid1980s and again after the Steel went “cold”
after the furnace shutdowns of 1995.
“The Coke Works was some kind of place,”
Ziegenfuss said. “Toward the end we had
‘cafeterias,’ little eateries, but you had to
know where they were. I used to cook for the
guys. I had a good crew because they knew
they were going to eat good.”

Last Cast photo courtesy of The Morning Call
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Essay Contest winners have the right stuff

Winners of the 2017 Steelworkers’ Archives Legacy Essay Contest are, left to right, Katie Harper, Jadiraly Rodriguez, Ryder Paulus,
Benjamin Pfefer, Julie Waltz, Joline Bachman, Nate Mikulski and Jonathan Favretto.

Since most Steelworkers’ Archives monthly meetings are packed with
members and friends of AARP age, it was a pleasant change as the room
gradually filled with middle-school students, their parents and teachers
for the fifth annual Steelworkers’ Archives Legacy Essay Contest.
Eight Bethlehem Area School District middle-school students from
East Hills and Northeast Middle Schools were awarded a total of $1,700
as winners of the 2017 contest during a reception and awards ceremony
held May 8 at the Fowler Family Southside Center.
Dennis Pearson, Archives board member and contest coordinator,
served as master of ceremonies at the event. As he presented the winners
with their certificates and cash awards, he made the students feel at ease.
“We congratulate Joline Bachman for creating an essay honoring her
great-grandfather’s contributions to the steel industry,” Pearson said.
“And for her contribution she has a good payday, 100 bucks,” he told
the third-place winner. “But you make one sacrifice for winning this
award, and that is to read your essay.”
Pearson quickly added, “Speak loud; we have a bunch of older citizens
here that need a little louder voice – and speak slowly,” eliciting laughs
from the audience.
The winners were: Poems: Jonathan Favretto, first prize; Katie Harper,
second prize, and Nate Mikulski, third prize; Essays: Julie Waltz, first
prize; Benjamin Pfefer, second prize, and Joline Bachman, third prize;
Picture Books: Jadiraly Rodriguez, first prize, and Ryder Paulus, second prize.
In concluding the awards ceremony, Pearson encouraged the students to enter the 2018 Legacy Essay Contest, telling them that the contest will still be open to them.
“What these individuals (the winners) can look forward to in high
school is that we’re going to expand the contest to the high-school level,” Pearson said. “We’re looking for sculpture, we’re looking for paintings, we’re looking for photographs, and we’re looking for videos.”
The following is the conclusion of Julie Waltz’s first-prize essay, “Three Generations of Steelworkers”:
“Now, as I walk around gazing at the old Steel Stacks and buildings, I look at
their empty skeletons imagining my great-grandparents working hard to make a
living, and my grandmother filing and sorting mail. I can imagine the smoke billowing up from the stacks and how lively everything was when they worked
there. I look at the worn structures and offices and fill them with visions and
memories of my grandparents. When I walk by them I don’t see old, decrepit
buildings. I see jobs. I see things coming to life. I see my great-grandmother giving her father his lunch. I think about what they’ve left behind for the history of
Bethlehem and the world. I’m very proud to say that I know people who worked
at the Steel. Now, whenever someone mentions the Bethlehem Steel, I’ll think
back fondly to their legacy – and smile.”

Jadiraly Rodriguez captures the majesty of the
blast furnaces at SteelStacks.

Ryder Paulus imagines the Blast Furnace complex when
it was buzzing with steelworkers making iron.
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A monumental undertaking
By Pete Brekus, Timeclock staff writer
More than 50 members of the Liberty High School Hurricanes definitely taken care of. We usually spray it with pesticide a couvarsity football team devoted a warm and sunny Saturday to
ple times a year.”
cleaning up the Steelworkers Memorial at the foot of the Fahy
Sule said the memorial site is one of 114 properties his crew
Bridge on June 10.
helps maintain throughout the city.
The student athletes pulled weeds by hand and then used
“Liberty does their cleanup there every year,” Sule said. “Then
screwdrivers to painstakingly remove roots and debris from bewe do our work usually the day after or a couple of days after,
tween each commemorative brick. The football players finished and then we spray again later in the summer.”
the job by sweeping the area with leaf blowers so that the inEach year the Steelworkers Archives provides sustenance for
scriptions on the memothe hearty (and ever hunrial bricks could be read
gry) football players.
clearly.
Archives President
“We’ve got about 52
Frank Behum brought a
kids here,” said John
truckload of pizzas and
Truby, Hurricanes head
soda to reward the playfootball coach.
ers for a job well done.
“They’re all of various
Sitting on the wall that
ages, freshmen up to
surrounds the memorial,
those who will be senBehum said, “Every time
iors, so it’s a good mix
I come down here I’m
for this crew. They also
amazed. I can’t walk
cleaned up leaves on the
three feet without seeing
side (of the memorial).
the name of someone I
It was pretty bad. This
know.”
is probably the worst
About reports of pawe’ve seen it, with the
trons of the nearby Steel
growth in between each
Fitness club lifting
stone. It was overrun.”
weights on the memoriWhile awaiting refresh- Liberty High School Hurricanes lift screwdrivers in the air to signify completion al, Truby said, “They
ments in the shady area
have their area. This is a
of their annual cleanup at the Steelworkers Memorial in Bethlehem.
by the gazebo, the Hurrimemorial for those who
canes fielded questions about their knowledge of Bethlehem
worked at the Steel. I’m a history guy, so this is an important part
Steel from Truby, who also serves as a history teacher at Liberty. of who we are. This is not something to be taken lightly. The city
“They built the Golden Gate Bridge,” said one student. “They should be taking care of this just as much as we are, because
made arms for World War I and World War II,” said another.
we’ll be out here again next year.”
“Hitler wanted to bomb it!” chimed in another, alluding to the
importance of Bethlehem in the war effort.
The kids will get credit for community service as required by
the school district, said Archives member Joe Mayer, who spearheaded the annual cleanup effort.
“Joe Mayer has been really influential in doing this,” said Truby. “I have family that worked in a steel mill out in Pittsburgh so,
for me it’s a nice way for giving back a little bit, and also for the
city. The kids do a really good job with it, I’m happy with them.
For the most part it’s the heart and soul of the team who show up
to do this. They’re a great group of kids.”
Explaining the genesis of the annual event, Mayer said, “About
five years ago the Steelworkers’ Archives checked out the memorial, looked at the condition of the memorial, which was
atrocious. We approached the city and our concerns fell on deaf
ears. So then it was brought up at our meetings, where I said why
don’t we get the football team, who needs community service, to
do it every year? They’ve been doing it ever since and it’s been
working out really well. This is the sixth year. It’s been a really
good thing for the kids and a good thing for the Steelworkers
Memorial.”
The Bethlehem Department of Public Works is responsible for
maintaining the memorial area.
Chris Sule, superintendent of grounds maintenance, said his
crew cuts the grass weekly and does landscape work every seven
to 10 days at the site.
“We sprayed that entire area Monday (June 12)” Sule said.
“We sprayed the entire plaza and the sidewalks, so it was
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Life down on the Camel's Hump Farm
By Pete Brekus, Timeclock staff writer
The Archives participated in the 100th anniversary celebration porate into the City of Bethlehem to bring order and secure state
of the unification of Bethlehem at Camel's Hump Farm and the
benefits.
Archibald Johnston Estate on June 11.
Already the chairman of the Hill-to-Hill Bridge commission
Members Lester and Roz Clore joined Archives Coordinator
formed to connect the north and south sides of the city, ArchiSusan Vitez in manning a booth displaying Steel memorabilia at bald Johnston was urged to run for mayor by a petition signed by
the farm.
more than 5,000 citizens.
At the nearby estate, Archives Vice President Ken Irvine porWhen the city was incorporated in July 1917 Johnston ran untrayed Archibald Johnston, giving talks to visitors about the for- opposed. He was inaugurated as the first mayor of the new City
mer Bethlehem Steel executive and
of Bethlehem in January 1918.
first mayor of a unified Bethlehem.
As mayor, Johnston’s priorities
Irvine began each presentation
included providing clean water, a
with the quip, “Hi, I’m Archibald
reduction in air pollution, growth in
Johnston and I’m 153 years old.”
human services and education, and
Born May 30, 1864, in Phoeestablishing municipal parks. Even
nixville, Pa., Johnston was a prodiwhile continuing his work as an
gy, graduating from Bethlehem
executive with Bethlehem Steel,
High School at age 15. He then
Johnston laid the groundwork for
worked as a machinist’s apprentice
the Wild Creek Reservoir that still
at the Bethlehem Iron Works, where
provides perhaps the cleanest water
he discovered his natural mechaniof any municipal system in Penncal and managerial abilities.
sylvania and curtailed Allentown’s
Johnston earned a degree in medumping of waste into the Lehigh
chanical engineering from Lehigh
River. He built schools, miles of
University in 1889 and resumed his
roads and sewers and the Pembroke
employment at what was now the
Ken Irvine, in safari hat, gives a talk on former Steel execu- housing development that provided
Bethlehem Steel Company.
low-cost housing for factory worktive Archibald Johnston, the first mayor of Bethlehem.
Irvine chronicled Johnston’s meers.
teoric rise through the company
Johnston’s mansion, the Archiranks, becoming a superintendent at age 25 in charge of large
bald Johnston Estate, was built between 1921 and 1922. The
projects, including the completion of the world’s largest steam
house features four fireplaces and an elevator that serviced all
hammer used in making armor plate for battleships. He served as three floors.
company president for a short time in 1906 before Charles
Johnston retired from Bethlehem Steel in 1927 to devote himSchwab’s arrival. Schwab named Johnston as vice president of
self to his beloved Camel's Hump Farm. When his neighbors’
the Bethlehem Steel Corp.
farms were threatened with foreclosure during the Great DepresExperiencing rapid expansion in the early 20th century, the
sion of the 1930s, Johnston devised a plan to help. He bought
company began recruiting immigrants the world over to work in their mortgages, placed each farm in its own trust so that it could
the Bethlehem Plant. The consequent burgeoning population
not be sold for two generations, and set up an expense account
growth and the lack of a sanitary water system led to outbreaks
for feed and seed for each farm. Not only did the plan succeed in
of cholera and dysentery.
saving the farms, it led to the formation of one of the first coopThe rise of overcrowded boarding houses and brothels in South erative farms in Pennsylvania.
Bethlehem led to a migration to the Bethlehem boroughs north of
In ending his presentation as Archibald Johnston, Irvine said,
the Lehigh River. Bethlehem Steel urged the boroughs to incor- “I died on May 30, 1948. I’m a ghost.”

Lester Clore, chairman of the Outreach Committee, stands before the Archives display at Camel's
Hump Farm in Bethlehem.

Richie Check of the Archives Speakers Bureau led a HooverMason Trestle tour for about 30 people booked by the Road
Scholar educational travel service on May 18.

8
Steelworkers’ Archives Inc.
Sands Casino Resort Bethlehem, Room 215
77 Sands Blvd., Bethlehem PA 18015
610-861-0600 steelworkersarchives.com

The Timeclock
July-August 2017

or current resident

Steeples and Steel tours begin a new
season on July 22

Upcoming events:
Board and membership meetings are held at 6:30 p.m. at the
Northampton Community College Fowler Family Southside Center, 511 E. Third St., Bethlehem, Pa. Rooms vary and are announced on the screen above the elevators in the lobby.
Steelwalker tours of the Hoover-Mason Trestle are held at 11:30
a.m. Saturdays and Sundays. Tours begin at the Bethlehem Visitors Center at the SteelStacks campus in Bethlehem. For information and tour reservations, call 610-332-3378.
July:
5 … Board meeting, room 621
10 … Membership meeting, room 523
22 … First Steeples and Steel tours, 9:30 a.m. and 1 p.m.
August:
14 … Membership meeting, room 523
19 … Steeples and Steel tours, 9:30 a.m. and 1 p.m.
September:
6 … Board meeting, room to be announced
11 … Membership meeting, room to be announced
16 … Steeples and Steel tours, 9:30 a.m. and 1 p.m.
28 … Town Hall, “Women of the Past, Present and Future,”
6 to 8 p.m. at the Single Sisters House on Church Street
Second annual Nam Knights Vets Fest will be held at the
ArtsQuest campus on July 15 and 16. The Steelworkers
Veterans Memorial Committee will participate.

Frank Behum describes the Archives’ role in completion of
the Hoover-Mason Trestle to the Bruner Award Review
Team at the Bethlehem Visitors Center on March 31.

SteelStacks and Hoover-Mason
Trestle win $50,000 Rudy Bruner
Gold Award for Urban Excellence
for the City of Bethlehem.
See story on page 1.

