Fourth Sunday in

Blacksburg Presbyterian Church
Our Mission
Proclaiming God’s Word
Growing in faith and understanding
Welcoming all
Extending comfort and grace
Working for justice and peace
Nurturing creation
Being generous stewards of God’s gifts

FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT
MARCH 11, 2018
THOUGHT FOR MEDITATION
“I believe that vulnerability—the willingness to be “all in” even when you know it can mean failing and hurting—is brave. I do NOT believe that cussing and praying are mutually exclusive.”
~ Brene Brown, Braving the Wilderness

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD
The Prayers of the People are written by the congregation and read aloud as our corporate prayer. If you want to
take part, write a one sentence prayer on the cards provided.
No signatures, please. The cards will be collected during the second hymn.
Together we pray whatever is on our hearts.
Please stand in body or in spirit.

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
And also with you. … (All are encouraged to sign the Friendship Pad in the pews. If you
are a first-time visitor and leave an address, we can welcome you more fully.)

PRELUDE

Adagio from Sonata No. 2 in C Minor

FELIX MENDELSSOHN

CALL TO WORSHIP
From water to wilderness:
God’s covenant continues; God’s kingdom comes near.
On stone and in hearts:
God’s covenant continues; God’s kingdom comes near.
From the ancestor of nations to the Son lifted up:
God’s covenant continues; God’s kingdom comes near.
We follow Jesus on the Lenten path,
for where he is, we would be also.
HYMN No. 1

Julie Burger

NICAEA

Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty

PRAYER OF APPROACH
Almighty God, through Jesus Christ you bring salvation to the world. Give us strength to believe in
him that we may share in his victory over the power of death and fulfill the purpose for which you
have made us, for he dwells with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. Amen.
CALL TO CONFESSION
PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Merciful God, we grumble about the evils in our world, even as we commit injustices and profit
through deceit. We fret about the scarcity of resources while hoarding earth’s goods and cheating
the poor. We protest the problems of our world, but we do not actively work to address them. Merciful God, expose our sins before the light of your grace. Free us from our foolish ways that we may
know the joy of eternal life in Jesus Christ … (A time of silent confession follows.) In your mercy Lord.
Amen.
PRAYERFUL RESPONSE

Lord, Have Mercy Upon Us

JOHN MERBECKE

Lord, have mercy up-on us. Christ, have mer-cy up-on us. Lord, have mer-cy up-on us.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON
Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world,
But in order that the world might be saved through him.
In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven.
Thanks be to God.
GRATEFUL RESPONSE
Christ be our light! Shine in our hearts. Shine through the darkness.
Christ, be our light! Shine in your church gathered today.

CHRIST BE OUR LIGHT

PASSING OF THE PEACE
The Peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
And also with you.
(Worshippers may exchange signs of God’s peace and children may come forward for a
time of sharing faith together.)

HEARING THE WORD
SHARING FAITH WITH CHILDREN
(Children 1st grade age and up are invited to remain in the sanctuary. Parents may take
kindergarten and younger children downstairs to God’s Garden or the nursery for nurture and care.)

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
SCRIPTURE READING
ANTHEM

Ephesians 2:1-10
God So Loved the World

JOHN STAINER

God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten
Son, that whoso believeth in him should not perish,
but have everlasting life. For God sent not his Son into
the world to condemn the world, but that the world
through Christ might be saved.

SCRIPTURE READING
SERMON

John 3:16-21
“The Crisis We’re Not In”

Dr. Catherine Taylor

PRAYER OF COMMITMENT

RESPONDING TO THE WORD
HYMN No. 314

Longing for Light, We Wait in Darkness

MINUTE FOR MISSION

Malawi

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER

CHRIST, BE OUR LIGHT

Barbara Michelsen
The Congregation

OFFERING OF OUR LIVES
OFFERTORY

There Is A Balm in Gilead

MARK SHEPPERD

There is a Balm in Gilead, to make the wounded whole,
There is a Balm in Gilead, to heal the sin sick soul.
Sometimes I feel discouraged, and think my work’s in vain,
But then the Holy Spirit revives my soul again.
If you cannot preach like Peter, if you cannot preach like Paul,
You can tell the love of Jesus, and say “He died for all.”

DOXOLOGY
All glory to our Lord and God,
for love so deep, so high, so broad:
The Trinity whom we adore
forever and forever more.

HAMBURG

PRAYER OF DEDICATION

BEARING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD
HYMN No.649

Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound

AMAZING GRACE

Allegro from Sonata No. 2 in C Minor

FELIX MENDELSSOHN

BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE

*please recycle your bulletin in the wooden bins on either side of the front doors.
Blacksburg Presbyterian Church
701 Church Street, SE, Blacksburg, VA 24060-5213
540-552-2504 • Email: bpc@blacksburgpres.org • www.blacksburgpres.org

ANNOUNCEMENTS & OPPORTUNITIES
March 11, 2018
Welcome to all who gather for worship today. May each of us know something of God’s grace and be moved
toward deeper faith, sincere love, and service following Christ. No matter who you are, or what you are seeking,
you are welcome here. If you are seeking a church home, we invite you to explore all that happens in life and
ministry in this church.
HEADSETS for the HEARING IMPAIRED are available. Speak to an Usher or Gavin Faulkner to use them for
the worship service.
We are grateful for Julie Burger who is our liturgist today.
Creation Care thought: All the creatures – not the higher creatures alone, but also the lower, according to that which
each of them has received in itself from God – each one raises its voice in testimony to that which God is…each one
after its manner exalts God, since it has God in itself.
--John of the Cross (1542-1591)
Today, March 11, Girl Scout Troop #144 who meets at BPC is hosting Project Linus from 2:00 – 4:00 p.m. in
Fellowship Hall. The second year Juniors are working to earn their Bronze Award by supporting Project Linus with
making blankets for hospitalized children. The Bronze Award is the highest community service award that a Junior can
receive. Troop #144 will be making no-sew blankets, so no experience is necessary! All materials and light refreshments will be supplied. Donations of additional fleece will gladly be accepted as each blanket requires 1 and ¼ yards of
fleece material. All are welcome!
Let’s take care of kids, from top to bottoms! For its spring project, Faith Circle is leading drives to benefit two local
organizations and the children they work to support. Our partners at Valley Interfaith Child Care Center
(VICCC) and the Baby Shop are in need of diapers (sizes 2-6 and pull-ups), wipes, and cream. Faith
Circle will be collecting through Lent and donating after Easter. Sign up in the Gathering Space. Thank
you for helping!
If you would like to offer support, but would rather not get trapped in the baby aisle at the local store, we
would be happy to shop on your behalf. Please write a check to BPC, memo line Faith Circle Drive and place it in the
collection plate. Every dollar counts to the beautiful children and families you are helping to support!
Morning Stars Bible Study has become a community of people who look out for one another, celebrate with each
other, and share the Word of God together. They meet on Tuesdays at 7:30am in Hatcher Conference Room at BPC and
all are welcome. Knowing not everyone can make it on Tuesday mornings we have decided to do a holy experiment
throughout Lent. Starting at 12pm in Hatcher, we invite you to participate in Morning Stars at Noon. This is an
additional time, led by Pastor Catherine, meant for folks who cannot make it to the 7:30am group. Bring your lunch if
you like. Come ready to get to know each other and talk about the lectionary texts for the week.
Building and Grounds will meet on March 18 following worship in Westminster Hall. There will be a meeting to
discuss Building and Grounds projects and priorities for the upcoming year. If you are interested and would like to assist with any aspect of improving and keeping up our facilities, please join us in Westminster Hall immediately following worship. If there are any items you want to make sure are on our list please stop by.

SERVING TODAY
Church Opener:
Elder of the Week:
Ushers:
Counters:

John Perumpral
Today: Deb Call
Mon-Sunday: Nancy Artis
Marcia Wright, Zach and Heidi Swartzwelder, Nancy Alexander
Dorothy Domermuth and Mike McGilliard

THIS WEEK AT BPC - HCR-Hatcher Conference Room, WM-Westminster, FH-Fellowship Hall
March 11
Daylight Saving Time Begins- Spring Forward!
Sunday School for all ages at 9:00 a.m.
Coffee Fellowship at 10:00 a.m.
Worship at 10:30 a.m.
Girl Scout Troop #144- Project Linus, 2:00-4:00 p.m.- FH-All are welcome!
Youth Group-5:30-7:30 p.m. Dinner & Improv Night at BPC with Melody Zobel
March 12
Hildegard Circle meets at 6:00 p.m. – at Marti Snyder’s, 609 Kelly Lane, Blacksburg
Faith Circle meets at 7:00 p.m.at Peg Warren’s, 1201 Highland Circle, Blacksburg
March 13
Morningstar Bible Study at 7:30 a.m. – HCR
Quilters meet at 9:30 a.m. – FH
Prayer Group meets at 11:00 a.m. – Prayer Room All are Welcome!
Morningstar Bible Study at Noon- HCR
March 14
Caring for the Community at 9:30 a.m. – HCR
Staff meets at 9:30 a.m. – WM
Ecumenical Lenten Supper Series at 5:30 p.m. at New Life Christian Fellowship,
130 Jackson St. NW, Blacksburg, Worship at 6:15 p.m.Jennifer Fletcher, Assoc. Pastor, Blacksburg United Methodist Church,
“Those Who Are Sick”.
Handbell Practice at 5:45 p.m.
Adult Choir Practice at 7:00 p.m.
March17
Boy Scouts Rain Gutter Regatta at 2:00 p.m. - FH
March 18
Sunday School for all ages at 9:00 a.m.Adult Sunday School Class begins- The Bible for Beginners-HCR
Coffee Fellowship at 10:00 a.m.
Worship at 10:30 a.m. –Cents Ability Collection
Building & Grounds meeting following worship- WM
Moni Malawi -Canceled
Youth Group-5:30-7:30 p.m. Dinner & Youth Sunday Preparation
Session meets at 7:00 p.m. - HCR
Mar. 18-30
Labyrinth set up in Fellowship Hall to walk during Church Office Hours

UPCOMING EVENTS AT BPC
Mar. 19
PWCT meeting – 3:30 p.m. -WM
Mar. 20
Morningstar Bible Study at 7:30 a.m. – HCR
Morningstar Bible Study at Noon- HCR
Mar. 21
Staff meets at 9:30 a.m. -HCR
Ecumenical Lenten Supper Series at 5:30 p.m. at Unitarian Universalist Cong.,
1301 Gladewood Dr, Blacksburg, Worship at 6:15 p.m.Catherine Taylor, Pastor, Blacksburg Presbyterian Church, “Those Who Are In Prison”
Mar. 22
Caring for the Community at 9:30 a.m. – WM
Mar. 26
KnitWits gather at 1:00 p.m. - WM
Mar. 29
Mar. 30
April 1

Maundy Thursday Service at 7:00 p.m. - Sanctuary
Good Friday Service at 12:00 noon (Church Office Closed) – WM

Easter Sunday
9:00 a.m. - Breakfast hosted by Men of the Church (Donations gladly accepted)
9:50 a.m. - Easter Egg Hunt-Bring your own basket-for children through 5th grade
10:30 a.m. - Worship
(April 2-Church Office Closed)

Holy Week at BPC
Sunday, March 25

Palm Sunday
with Joyful Noise at 10:30 a.m.

Thursday, March 29

Maundy Thursday Service at 7:00 p.m.-Sanctuary

Friday, March 30

Good Friday Service at 12:00 p.m. – Westminster Hall

Sunday, April 1

Monday, April 2

Easter Sunday
9:00 a.m. Breakfast –sponsored by
Men of the Church – Fellowship Hall
9:50 a.m. Easter Egg Hunt
(for children up through 5th gradeBring your own basket)
10:30 a.m. Worship
Church office closed

Easter Lily Order Form or
One Great Hour of Sharing Donation
If you wish to place a lily in the Sanctuary for Easter or to make a donation to One Great
Hour of Sharing in honor/memory of someone, please fill in the form below and place it
in the offering plate or return it to the church office. The price of a lily is $15.00 each.
____ number of Lilies ordered
____ One Great Hour of Sharing Donation
Given by:_______________________________________________
Amount enclosed:______________ cash________ /ck#_________
In memory of: ___________________________________________
In honor of: _____________________________________________
Deadline for placing orders is Monday, March 19.

Led by Dave Snyder and Elva Miller

