High Performance Building
Congressional Caucus Coalition
Where building professionals from communities across the country come together with policymakers to
consider and advocate for national policies that advanced high performance buildings

FY2017 Appropriations Priorities
The High Performance Building Coalition—a coalition of approximately 200 organizations that
provides guidance and support to the High Performance Building Caucus of the U.S. House of
Representatives—supports legislation and policies that protect life and property, promote
innovative building technologies, enhance U.S. economic competitiveness, increase energy and
water efficiency in the built-environment, advance sustainable and resilient communities, and
support the development of private sector standards, codes and guidelines that address these
concerns.
We urge Congress to fund programs and policies that promote high performance buildings
throughout the United States, including the following:
Department of Energy
In President Obama’s FY2017 Budget Request, he asked Congress to increase funding for
the Department of Energy to $30.2 billion (up from the enacted FY2016 level of $29.7
billion). The High Performance Building Coalition requests that the following programs
within the Department of Energy be funded at the following levels:
•

•
•
•

$2.9 billion for the Office of Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy (EERE)
o $289 million for the Building Technologies Office (BTO)
§ $30 million for solid-state lighting research and development
o $43 million for the Federal Energy Management Program (FEMP)
o $70 million for the State Energy Program (SEP)
o $230 million for the Weatherization Assistance Program
$262 million for the Office of Electricity Delivery and Energy Reliability (OE)
$500 million for the Advanced Research Projects Agency–Energy (ARPA-E)
$131 million for the Energy Information Administration (EIA)

General Services Administration
We support President Obama’s request to provide the General Services Administration
(GSA) with $362 million in discretionary budget authority to support GSA’s mission to
“deliver the best value in real estate, acquisition, and technology services to Government
and the American people.” In particular, the High Performance Building Coalition requests
that the following programs be funded at or above the President’s FY2017 requested level:
•
•

$10 million for the implementation of energy and water retrofits to federal buildings
as part of the larger $842 million Repairs and Alteration Program.
$64 million for the Office of Government-wide Policy, including:
o Office of Federal High Performance Green Buildings
o Green Proving Ground program to test and prove the effectiveness of
innovative energy-saving technologies in federal facilities

Environmental Protection Agency
President Obama requested $8.2 billion for the Environmental Protection Agency. The High
Performance Building Coalition would like to highlight our support for:
•

•

•

$116 million for the Climate Protection Program, and specifically a $1.9 million
increase to the ENERGY STAR program to allow for improvements to the ENERGY
STAR Portfolio Manager building energy benchmarking tool.
Clean Water and Drinking Water State Revolving Funds (SRFs): EPA makes annual
grants to state-administered revolving loan funds to finance the construction of
water infrastructure. We support maintaining funding at the FY 2016 level, $2.257
billion, by reducing the proposed cut to the Clean Water SRF program and
augmenting proposed spending for the Drinking Water SRF program.
Water Infrastructure Finance and Innovation Act (WIFIA): We support the
President's proposed budget for FY 2017 of $15 million to fund the first full year of
WIFIA, up from the $2.2 million awarded in FY 2016 for initial program planning.
WIFIA provides low-interest federal loans for up to 49% of the costs for large ($20+
million) water infrastructure projects, including drinking water, wastewater,
stormwater and water reuse projects.

Department of Housing and Urban Development
We urge Congress to support the Department Housing and Urban Development (HUD)
Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) program at FY 2016 level of $3.4 billion, and
not the lower $2.8 billion requested in President Obama’s FY 2017 Budget. CDBG is the
federal government’s primary program to deliver community and economic development
funding to counties, cities, towns, and villages across the country faced with these
challenges.
We also support the President’s FY 2017 request of $4.569 billion for the Department of
Housing and Urban Development’s Public Housing Operating Fund, including its “Advancing
Renewable Energy in Affordable Housing” program to meet the target of 300 megawatts of
on-site renewable energy on-site at federally subsidized housing by 2020.
Other
We support President Obama’s request for $7.7 billion to fund clean energy research and
development across 12 agencies in FY2017, ultimately reaching $12.8 billion in FY2021, as
part of the Mission Innovation agreement by 20 countries at the Paris climate negotiations
to double clean energy technology research and development within five years.
The High Performance Building Coalition urges Congress to fund these important programs to
maintain and increase the energy efficiency, safety, comfort, productivity, resiliency, and
sustainability of buildings.
Should you have any questions about these priorities, please contact Patrick Hughes, Chair of the
High Performance Building Coalition Policy Committee and Senior Director of Government
Relations at the National Electrical Manufacturers Association (NEMA) at patrick.hughes@nema.org
or 703-841-3205.

