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» OUR PURPOSE
Belize 2020 is a non-profit volunteer organization focused on improving
the quality of life in Belize by supporting Jesuit ministries in that country.
Our initial emphasis is on education which we believe is the most enduring
solution to the problems of drug-gang violence, unemployment, forced
immigration and family instability.

Fall Events Raise Awareness for Belize 2020
More than 100 people gathered in St. Louis on two separate

nights this fall to pursue a common interest. They came to learn about
the work being done by Belize 2020 and understand how they might
get involved.
Nearly 50 participants were young professionals who turned out for a
Belize 2020 happy hour at the Schlafly Tap Room. For many, the event
served as an introduction to the effort and its mission. They learned about
the societal and economic challenges in Belize, and Fr. Matt Ruhl, SJ,
candidly described the rampant drug-gang violence, unemployment, and
family instability faced by so many, including those in his own parish. He is
pastor of St. Martin de Porres, a parish and primary school serving one of
the poorest and most violent neighborhoods in Belize City.
A second event hosted by Saint Louis University drew more than 60
individuals who received informative presentations on Jesuit programs
and activities helping at-risk Belizean children and families, including
expanded trauma counseling and literacy programs, facility improvements,
health programs, and academic and service opportunities for SLU students.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Carol Beckel, Ph.D., P.T., assistant professor of physical
therapy and athletic training at SLU, discusses her work at
Hillside Health Care International in Punta Gorda, Belize.
She has been instrumental in linking SLU students with the
Hillside clinic for more than 10 years.

Remember Belize 2020

in Your Year-End Giving Plans

As you prepare for Christmas
and year-end tax planning,
please add Belize 2020, an
Ignatian Partnership to your
gift list. Your donation will support
Jesuit ministries in Belize, providing
children and families in need with
resources that nurture spiritual,
physical, academic, and economic
health, including:

• Counseling services, music and
art, and extended day programs
for students;
•E
 arly childhood learning
opportunities through day care
and preschool programs;
• Health and well-being assessments;
• Youth enrichment programs; and
•S
 cholarships

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT. Your gift will make a difference
in the lives of hundreds of Belizean children and families.

We hope you will support this worthy
endeavor. Making your tax-deductible
gift is fast and easy. Simply access
connect.jesuitscentralsouthern.org/
supportbelize to donate online. Or,
if you prefer, mail a check to:
Jesuits Central and Southern Province
4511 West Pine Blvd.
St. Louis, MO 63108

NOTE: Please indicate Belize 2020
on the memo line of your check.
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Fall Events Raise Awareness CONTINUED
Presenters included Fr. Matt; Fr. Chris Collins, SJ, SLU’s assistant
to the president for Mission and Identity; Tina CuellarAugustus, director of Project HEAL; and Misty Michael,
coordinator for Belize 2020 in Belize.
“We are very pleased with the turnout for these events, as
well as the additional excitement and involvement they’ve
sparked,” said Tom Nolan, Belize 2020 co-founder and chair
of the effort’s Core Team in the United States.
Happy hour attendees hear a candid account of the societal and conomic
challenges, including rampant drug-gang violence, unemployment, and
family instability, facing many Belizeans from Fr. Matt Ruhl, SJ, pastor of
St. Martin de Porres Parish in Belize City.

In addition, this fall a group of SLU students launched
Students United for Belize, a club formed in association with
the Belize 2020 effort. They will hold an event in early
December where students can experience traditional Belizean food and music, and learn more about the country. “We’d
like students to understand and be knowledgeable about SLU’s and the Jesuits’ connections with Belize and how we
are continuing those ties today. In the long term, I’d love for the group to assist in fundraising, school supply drives for
St. Martin’s, and immersion trip experiences for SLU students,” said TJ Williams, club president.
“Our core base of supporters is solidifying, which is crucial to the long-term success of Belize 2020,” said Mark LaBarge,
Belize 2020 co-founder and U.S. Core Team member.

St. Martin’s Wins District Finals at Swift Hall,
Takes First in National Championship

S

wift Hall was recently the scene of great excitement
when it served as host and showcase for the district
finals of the Belize National Primary School
Basketball Tournament. The setting was home court for
the boys from St. Martin de Porres School who claimed
victory for the Belize District in their own back yard.
“Swift Hall is most certainly living up to our vision of
being a source of positive engagement for our students
and the youth of Belize City,” said Fr. Matt Ruhl, pastor of
St. Martin’s.
A few days later, the St. Martin’s team advanced to the
national championships at the St. John’s College
gymnasium where they won the final game of the
tournament with the score of 43-12. St. Martin’s standard
6 (U.S. grade 8) student Kentrell Marshall was awarded
MVP for the championship game.
“Our boys played like a team, no hotdogging, no ball
hogging, just lots and lots of hustle, great defense, and
some fine shooting. We are very proud of them,” said
Fr. Matt.

Belize’s newly crowned National Primary School
Basketball Champions.

St. Martin’s
Kentrell Marshall
was named MVP
for the national
championship game.

Congratulations to Kentrell and the newly crowned
National Primary School Basketball Champions for the
2017-2018 school year!
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