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Due to higher-than-expected cost estimates for the three 
options under consideration, the project team--including 
Reclamation and Clean Water Services—has delayed selecting a 
specific option. Instead, the project team will focus on exploring 
the economic benefits of each option along with additional 
funding and financing strategies as more detailed project 
information is developed.

Estimates ranging from $770 million to $1.2 billion are much 
higher than original estimates and reflect the complexity of 
the project, regardless of which option is selected. The designs 
features needed to mitigate for the seismic impacts created by 
a potential Cascadia Subduction Zone earthquake on the dam, 
as well as provide additional benefits, have contributed to the 
higher costs.

“Given the high cost of any of the options being considered, 
we want to be sure that we understand the potential benefits 
provided by each,” said Tom VanderPlaat, Clean Water Services’ 
water supply project manager. “It’s a large, complex project, 
and we want to be sure that we can fully realize the value of 
any future facility to the greater community,” said VanderPlaat.

TUALATIN BASIN JOINT PROJECT UPDATE: Cost estimates 
delay project, further project vetting necessary

Option 3 is a new roller-compacted concrete dam downstream of the 
current dam. It would provide more than twice as much additional water 
storage as Option 2, as well as reduce safety concerns at the existing dam 
during extreme seismic events.

Three Dam Options 

Option 1 would modify the existing dam while maintaining the same 
water level in the reservoir. It would reduce safety concerns during extreme 
seismic events, but it would not provide additional water supply.

Option 2 would modify and raise Scoggins dam at the existing site. It 
would provide 17,000 acre-feet additional water supply as well as reduce 
safety concerns during extreme seismic events.“Construction on the project is not 

anticipated to begin before 2028.
                                            — Tom VanderPlaat

Niki Iverson, general manager with the regional Joint Water 
Commission echoed the need to proceed cautiously. “As costs 
reach this point, options for achieving project objectives need to 
be explored more fully,” said Iverson. “All of the partners agree 
on the importance of making sure that we have a safe facility 
and get optimal value for the funding available.” 

With further explorations on tap, construction on the project 
is not anticipated to begin before 2028. Once started, 
construction is estimated to take between six and eight years. 



Future project could help 
expand regional benefits

Many important project-related activities will continue in 
the upcoming year. The entire project team is examining the 
economics associated with the proposed options while Clean 
Water Services is taking the lead on exploring new funding and 
financing possibilities.   

Reclamation, through its Safety Of Dams program, continues 
to explore additional dam safety measures and conduct 
environmental and economic analysis. However, the decision 

What the team is focusing on right now
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to implement any interim risk reduction measures depends on 
several factors including timing of the joint project.  

Additionally, Clean Water Services will continue to expand 
current programs for managing water quality such as water 
reuse, riparian shading, and obtaining additional in-stream 
water rights. Water from Hagg Lake helps Clean Water Services 
to manage the temperature in the Tualatin River, especially 
during the warmer summer months.

As the project team and community look to the future, 
Scoggins Valley Park, Henry Hagg Lake and Scoggins Dam   
offer potential opportunities for additional benefits.

Water from Hagg Lake is already used for recreation,   
irrigation, municipal and industrial water supply, flood control, 
and Tualatin River water quality. New and expanded benefits 
could include: 

• Water quality
• Recreation
• Fish and wildlife enhancement
• Hydroelectric power generation
• Climate resiliency 
• Drinking source water protection

“When we look into the long-term future—20 to 50 years 
out—we know stored water will be increasingly scarce,” said 
Clean Water Services’ Chief Executive Officer Diane Taniguchi-
Dennis. “We need to think creatively to make sure we fully 
evaluate and understand the opportunities for our region’s 
future.”

Additional water supply will likely be useful in addressing 
climate resiliency, economic, environmental, and regulatory 
issues. “We need to understand the long-term needs of this 
region, especially when it comes to climate and its impacts on 
our future generations,” said Taniguchi-Dennis.



For more information about Scoggins Valley parks summer activities, visit 
www.co.washington.or.us/Support_Services/Facilities/Parks/index.cfm

Scoggins Valley Park and 
Hagg Lake see increased use 
during pandemic
Family and outdoor activities during the pandemic months of 
2020 fueled a significant increase in visitors to Scoggins Valley 
Park. Park usage increased more than 400,000 visitor days 
in 2020. The increases pushed the park’s total visits to 1.125 
million for the year.

The 2,500-acre park, managed by Washington County Parks 
for Reclamation, features 14-miles of hiking/biking trails, two 
boat ramps, and 14 miles of shoreline outlining Hagg Lake, 
a 1,100-acre reservoir. The park’s five developed recreation 
areas have dedicated facilities for fishing, picnicking, disc golf 
and more.

The Tualatin Basin Joint Project conducted a recreational 
analysis to potentially increase recreation opportunities. The 
analysis included extensive public engagement and outreach 
to park users and potential park users in the region. 

Park visitors will have the opportunity to enjoy additional 
recreational activities this summer. Starting in July, Washington 
County Parks will offer kayak and canoe rentals at C-Ramp 
Recreation Area.
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Annual Fall BBQ at Hagg Lake 
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The annual fall BBQ at Hagg Lake is always an ideal opportunity 
for project staff to talk with neighbors about the project, and 
although the 2020 BBQ was cancelled due to COVID-19, the 
team plans to resume this informative, informal event this fall. 

For more information visit tualatinbasinwatersupply.org/, or 
contact Shannon Huggins at Clean Water Services
503.681.3694 or hugginss@cleanwaterservices.org 


