NOVEMBER 2016

Worshiping God With Joy.
Serving Others.
Embracing All.

PASTOR’S PONDERINGS
I didn’t want to do it! I resisted. I dragged my feet. But I had no choice –
it’s time to think about November… the Newsletter kind of dictates my
awareness of the quickly passing months! November – the month when it
gets darker earlier, it gets colder, there’s just a lot more going on (Spaghetti
dinner and our first Concert on Main – more info below); it’s the dreaded
“stewardship season” (notice how I highlighted that! – be prepared) and
there’s no denying it – it’s time to think about Thanksgiving and all the
rigamarole that goes with the holiday - followed quickly by the first Sunday
of Advent three days later. The Church Committees are already talking
about decorating, the Christmas Pageant and Brunch, Christmas Eve plans
and even Christmas Day plans. We’re talking about special music, special
mission projects and a ton of other stuff you probably don’t want to hear
about. (By the way, Christmas Day is on a Sunday and we are going to have
Church as usual! You can survive church two days in a row, I promise!!!)
See … even now I have to drag my thoughts back to November since I’m
already full-speed-ahead December-bound and focused. Besides the dreaded
“stewardship season” which I highlight again (no pressure), I want to go
back and highlight something even more important (yes, even more
important than money!): Thanksgiving … giving thanks. Perhaps one of the
most important, productive, rewarding and meaningful characteristics or
behaviors of our lives is the act of giving thanks – being grateful…
…That’s where my article ended as I left the church late Wednesday
evening meeting after an exciting and energetic Communications Team
meeting. I certainly give thanks for the passions, interests, talents,
experiences and commitment of this wonderful group of people (Lizza
Apostola, Sophia Hannay, Casey Molino Dunn, Sandra Roos, Marcia
Casais) who care so much about the mission and ministry of Ogden
Memorial. We’d love to have you join us.

But back to this article… the fact was I wasn’t sure how to complete it. I
wanted it to be more meaningful and thought-provoking than just some more
familiar language about how much we have to be grateful for – although
that’s true. And then - what so often happens… I open up a daily devotional
and find what to me is the perfect continuation of this article on giving
thanks. So I give you some text from an article written by Ann Voskamp
called “Giving Thanks In the Small Things” (One Thousand Gifts). Here’s
part of what she said that I wanted to share with you:
“…Happy in all [the] little things that God gives. Ridiculously happy
…That I am, and it’s wild, and, oh, I am the one who laughs. Me! Changed!
Surprised by joy!
Joy is the realest reality, the fullest life, and joy is always given, never
grasped. God gives gifts and I give thanks and I unwrap the gift given: joy.
It is true, I never stop wanting to learn the hard eucharisteo [giving thanks
for God’s gifts of grace] for the deathbeds and dark skies and the prodigal
sons. But I accept this is the way to begin, and all hard things come in due
time and with practice. .. Gratitude for the seemingly insignificant — a seed
— this plants the giant miracle. The miracle of eucharisteo, like the Last
Supper, is in the eating of crumbs, the swallowing down one mouthful. Do
not disdain the small. The whole of the life — even the hard — is made up
of the minute parts, and if I miss the infinitesimals, I miss the whole. These
are new language lessons, and I live them out.
There is a way to live the big of giving thanks in all things. It is this: to give
thanks in this one small thing. The moments will add up.
I, too, had read it often, the oft-quoted verse: “And give thanks for
everything to God the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ”
(Ephesians 5:20). And I, too, would nod and say straight-faced, “I’m
thankful for everything.”

But in this counting gifts, to one thousand, more, I discover that slapping a
sloppy brush of thanksgiving over everything in my life leaves me deeply
thankful for very few things in my life…— eucharisteo precedes the
miracle.”
I think her concluding point is this: An overarching attitude of gratitude is a
good thing. But don’t miss out on the miracle of joy that blossoms from
being specific in your thanks-giving for the many “little things” in your life.
May you all find seeds of gratitude to plant this season… and may you all
reap the miracle of joy. Happy Thanks-Giving! God bless you all …. Pastor
Kathi

Read and Reflect
“In the Gospel of Mark, we are offered a glimpse into the pilgrimage Jesus
took out into the desert where ‘wild beasts’ were with him. There is another
element of this passage that I so often overlook: ‘and the angels waited on
him.’ There might be wild beasts to encounter, the ones in your own heart,
probably feeling the most fierce. But there are also powers there to help
support and guide you.”
Where do you encounter your ‘wild beasts’? Who are your angels?
(Christine Valters Paintner, PhD, from The Self-Study Online Class –
Pilgrimage of the Soul: An Online Art Retreat, Daily Nourishment from
Abby of the Arts)

Daylight Savings Time Ends
Don’t Forget to Set Your Clocks Back
One Hour on Saturday, November 5
Sundays at Ogden – November
Sunday, November 6 – Communion Sunday
9:00 a.m.
Chancel Choir
9:20 a.m.
Chimes Ensemble
10:00 a.m.
Worship
10:15 a.m.
Sunday School
11:00 a.m.
Coffee Fellowship
11:15 a.m.
Deacons
11:15 a.m.
Youth Music
Sunday, November 13
9:00 a.m.
9:20 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
10:15 a.m.
11:00 a.m.
11:15 a.m.
11:15 a.m.

Chancel Choir
Youth Music
Worship
Sunday School
Coffee Fellowship
Worship & Music Committee
Youth Music

Sunday, November 20
Ensembles TBA
Worship
Sunday School
Coffee Fellowship

10:00 a.m.
10:15 a.m.
11:00 a.m.
Sunday, November 27
9:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
10:15 a.m.
11:00 a.m.
11:15 a.m.
12:00 p.m.
1:00 p.m.

Chancel Choir
Worship
Sunday School
Coffee Fellowship
Youth Music
Sanctuary Decorating
Youth Group

Thanksgiving Food Collection
Get in the spirit of Thanksgiving and donate to our non-perishable food
collection to be received throughout November. The food will be delivered
to the Interfaith Food Pantry by the Youth Group, along with a monetary
donation , on November 27. Thanks for sharing!

Community Spaghetti Dinner
and Concert on Main
Come join us on Thursday, November 17, 5:30-7:00 p.m., followed by our
first Concert on Main (in the sanctuary).
All are invited to come and enjoy an “all-you-can-eat” spaghetti dinner,
including salad, bread, dessert and beverages. Immediately following, top
the evening off with a delicious serving of soprano Chelsea Bonagura’s
musical offerings.
Optional: Please bring a non-perishable food item for the Interfaith Food
Pantry.

Our next Bible-based discussion group will be held on Tuesday, November
22, at 10:30 a.m. in the Library. It is not necessary to know a lot about the
Bible in order to participate in the discussion which is usually grounded in
life situations or current events. We learn from each other – we find support
from each other. Please join us and share your insights and opinions with the
group.

NOTES FROM THE DIRECTOR OF MUSIC
News From Session
At its October meeting, the Session:
 discussed our intention to place a brick honoring Troop 8's 100 years
at Ogden, and suggested Eagle Scout projects at the church;
 planned to ask Verizon to repair (or possibly replace) our telephone
system;
 discussed ways in which we could modify the Coleman lot in
preparation for sale;
 received a draft of Ogden's Child Protection Policy for our review;
 learned that the Communications Committee is formulating a policy
on use of social media and electronic communications, and is also
planning to make Ogden more aesthetically attractive and welcoming
to visitors;
 discussed ways in which we can ensure adequate heating in the
building, especially on Sundays;
 discussed plans to replace numerous dead bushes on the northeast
border of Ogden's property;
 learned that Ogden will have a presence in the Downtown Alliance's
Halloween party.

With fall in full swing there’s a lot happening for our Music Ministry. I am
working with music participants (and their schedules) to make sure each
ensemble is sharing their talents as often as possible:
Chancel Choir continues to add to worship many Sundays and both
our Youth Musicians and Chimers are active at least one service per
month. As usual, this is outlined in our monthly calendar. Please take
note of that and also the announcements below about Concerts on
Main, especially our November 17 performance.
Also, of note are two important December dates to get in your calendar
now:
• Sunday, December 18: Christmas Pageant, 10:00 a.m. followed by
Holiday Brunch
• Saturday, December 24, Christmas Eve Worship, 5:30 p.m.
I look forward to seeing you on Sunday mornings,
Casey

LAST CALL!

Concerts on Main
Ogden’s music series is set to re-emerge later this year!
www.ConcertsOnMain.org
Our beautiful sanctuary will again be filled with special music for Concerts
on Main. Based on helpful feedback from many Ogdenites we’ll again
present different musical genres of music in the late fall and winter.
The series resumes on Thursday, November 17, at 7:00 p.m. in
conjunction with that evening’s Community Dinner. Following the Spaghetti
Supper (5:30-7:00) soprano Chelsea Bonagura will share a shorter
program with pianist Sasha Lushtak of opera arias, art songs and musical
theatre. All Ogdenites are strongly encouraged to attend the free evening and
bring friends.
And mark your calendar for some 2017 dates:
• Sunday, January 22, 1:00 p.m. (following Church Potluck)
• Friday, March 24, 7:30 p.m.

DON’T FORGET
OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD
SHOEBOXES ARE DUE BY NOVEMBER 13th
Operation Christmas Child is an easy mission project that every
member and family can participate in by bringing a gift-filled shoe
box to church by Sunday, November 13th. Operation Christmas
Child brochures and ready-made boxes will be located in the narthex
soon. Think of the difference we can make in the lives of so many
children worldwide. Don’t pass up the opportunity to show a child
love and caring this holiday season. Encourage your family, friends,
co-workers and neighbors to take part and bring their boxes to
Ogden. Let’s see if we can collect many more boxes this year!
For additional information and to learn more you can visit:
https://www.samaritanspurse.org/what-we-do/operation-christmaschild

Middle & High School Youth Group
Youth Group is set to gather after worship on Sunday, November 27, to
again help decorate the sanctuary then deliver our contributions to the
Interfaith Food Pantry and go on a hike.

Questions? Please see Gail Paradise or Ginnie Trowbridge.
Additionally, if you would like to support this mission project but are
not able to fill a shoebox, you can provide a cash donation to Gail or
Ginnie and they will shop for and fill shoeboxes with your donated
funds!

OGDEN CARES!
• We sent a donation of $200 to Presbyterian Disaster Assistance in
support of Hurricane Matthew victims.
• A large amount of coats, hats and gloves were collected and delivered
to Market Street Mission in Morristown.

Let Us Pray…
“Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have, for such sacrifices
are pleasing to God.” (Hebrews 13:16)

Let us pray for…Alice Loeser, long-time Ogden member, under hospice
care; Charlie Roussel, son-in-law of June Jeannette
Let us pray for our members…Marcia Casais, Becky Jarvis, Martha Kiff,
Barbara Molitor

Please take time out from your busy schedules to remember the November
birthdays listed below. Send a card or make a phone call. Your greetings
will be appreciated by all! If you have not seen your name on the lists,
please call the church office so that we can update our files with your birth
date. We promise not to print the year in the “Birthday Corner.”
Cole Crescas
Andrew Roos
Balcom Parcells
Henry Stusnick
Pat Hammeke
Cameron Ferrie
Marcia Casais

1
5
9
15
28
29
30

Let us pray for…
Kevin Boettger
Gina Cocchiaro-Hoang family
Kathy Dixon
Ed Dunn
Josh Fernandez
Auriel Gonzales
James Guishard
Paul Horgan
Marie LaPena
Patricia Maher
Denny Mayer
Ron McBride
The Mears family
Charles Molino
Clark and Jean Paradise
Dennis Paradise

nephew of Pat Hammeke
friends of Cindy Parlavecchio
sister-in-law of Marcia Casais
great-uncle of Casey Molino Dunn
12 year old neighbor of the Roos family
mother of Sandy Roos
friend of Janice and Balcom Parcells
friend of the Crescas family
friend of Mariclaire Miller
friend of Marcia Casais
friend of Marcia Casais
uncle of Cheryl Conklin
our missionaries in Haiti
uncle of Casey Molino Dunn
parents of Allan Paradise
brother of Allan Paradise

Steve Raas
The Roche family
Gloria Rodgers
Kathy Scotton and family
Mindy Shaw
Laurie Sheppard
Frank Squindo
Mark Squindo

friend of Bob and Colette Crescas
neighbors of Marcia Casais
cousin of Ginnie Trowbridge
friends of the Knolls
friend of Janice Parcells
friend of Cindy Parlavecchio
son of Janice Parcells
son of Janice Parcells

Let us pray for those serving our Country…Scott Armstrong, James
Glendening, Morgan Glendening, Robert Traver, Doug Verblaauw.

