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We	
  evaluated	
  10	
  varieties	
  of	
  open-­‐pollinated	
  storage	
  onions:	
  five	
  globe-­‐shaped	
  and	
  four	
  
cipollini	
  varieties.	
  The	
  final	
  variety,	
  Stuttgarter	
  from	
  Sativa	
  Seeds,	
  falls	
  somewhere	
  between	
  globe	
  
and	
  cipollini.	
  We	
  did	
  two	
  side-­‐by-­‐side	
  repetitions.	
  	
  
	
   Some	
  of	
  these	
  varieties,	
  including	
  Stuttgarter	
  and	
  Rossa	
  di	
  Milano	
  (from	
  Fedco	
  and	
  
Uprising	
  Seeds)	
  were	
  standouts	
  in	
  our	
  OP	
  storage	
  onion	
  trial	
  in	
  2013.	
  	
  
Our	
  farm	
  stays	
  cool	
  through	
  most	
  of	
  the	
  summer,	
  and	
  it	
  can	
  be	
  difficult	
  to	
  mature	
  and	
  cure	
  storage	
  
onions	
  here.	
  Partway	
  through	
  this	
  season,	
  powdery	
  mildew	
  hit.	
  It’s	
  important	
  for	
  us	
  to	
  find	
  onions	
  
that	
  are	
  both	
  bolt-­‐resistant	
  and	
  early.	
  Ramata	
  di	
  Milano	
  from	
  Gourmet	
  Seeds	
  was	
  the	
  most	
  bolt-­‐
resistant	
  and	
  had	
  very	
  vigorous,	
  healthy	
  plants.	
  Cabernet	
  from	
  Johnny’s	
  Selected	
  Seeds	
  and	
  
Stuttgarter	
  were	
  the	
  two	
  earliest	
  varieties.	
  Borettano	
  from	
  Uprising	
  Seeds	
  and	
  Cipolla	
  di	
  Rovato	
  
from	
  Osborne	
  Seed	
  Company	
  were	
  the	
  most	
  prone	
  to	
  bolting.	
  	
  
Cabernet	
  and	
  Rossa	
  di	
  Milano	
  (both	
  reds)	
  were	
  the	
  favorites	
  in	
  our	
  fall	
  taste	
  test.	
  Gold	
  Coin	
  was	
  
arguably	
  the	
  favorite	
  flavor-­‐wise	
  of	
  the	
  yellow	
  onions,	
  but	
  there	
  were	
  not	
  any	
  standouts.	
  
Stuttgarter	
  was	
  rated	
  as	
  very	
  spicy	
  and	
  unpalatable	
  in	
  our	
  fall	
  taste	
  test,	
  but	
  it	
  was	
  one	
  of	
  the	
  only	
  
varieties	
  that	
  stored	
  well	
  through	
  winter.	
  Its	
  flavor	
  was	
  much	
  improved	
  with	
  storage.	
  We	
  still	
  had	
  
firm,	
  delicious	
  Stuttgarters	
  in	
  April	
  the	
  following	
  spring.	
  Rossa	
  di	
  Milano	
  turned	
  out	
  to	
  be	
  an	
  
excellent	
  storage	
  onion	
  as	
  well.	
  	
  
	
  
seeded	
  in	
  GH:	
  2/19/2014	
  
transplanted	
  to	
  field:	
  4/18/2014	
  
field	
  evaluation:	
  8/7/2014	
  
taste	
  evaluation:	
  10/24/2014	
  
	
  



	
  


