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M E T H O D I S T

C H U R C H

Finding Direction
We have been reading through 1 Samuel together. I trust it has
been rewarding. If you have yet to begin, there is still time. One of
the most useful tools to make sense of this book and others of the
genre is from a professor of mine. His work on the Old Testament
has deeply influenced and inspired many to read the material with
fresh insight. Victor Hamilton’s Handbook on the Historical Books has
helped me like no other to understand the Old Testament. I take /
steal his ideas so frequently I wanted to oﬀer him thanks here.

Office Hours
Monday - Thursday - 9-12
Located in the lower level
of National Bank

Newsletter
Please deliver your November
news to the church office by
October 20, 2017
Notices & Announcements that
are received in written form or
by email are very helpful!
MSUMCTazewell@gmail.com

One of the most tragic and diﬃcult stories is the fall of Saul.
David and Saul were anointed for the same job. Kingdoms never
do well with two kings. Saul, compromised by poor decisions and
panic, decides to make matters worse. Beginning in 1 Samuel 28,
Saul is surrounded by trouble as the Philistines gather for war (v.1a).
Samuel the priest is dead (v. 3a) and God doesn’t respond via
dreams, Urim, or prophets (v.6b). All three are normal means of
receiving a divine message and they have been shut down. God
refuses to answer Saul. An absence of revelation that deprives an
individual of a divine word is always a portent of God’s forthcoming
wrath. With everything falling apart, Saul has an option to
continue seeking God. He doesn’t take it. Instead he searches out
a witch and decides to try and reach out to the dead.
Saul asks his servants to find a medium or witch. There is one left
in Endor. Saul goes to her under cover of darkness and
camouflaged with a disguise. Saul asks this anonymous medium to
make contact with the deceased Samuel (vv. 8b, 11b). There is a
world of diﬀerence between Saul coming to the medium at night (v.
8b), and Nicodemus coming to Jesus at night (John 3:2), but perhaps
both feel safer traveling under the cloak of darkness.
Oddly enough Samuel comes up or emerges. It may be worth
noting that the witch’s abilities are never employed. Victor
Hamilton in his Handbook on the Historical Books brings to light a
significant point of the conversation, “It is of interest that in the
dialogue that follows between the two, Saul only once uses
“God” (v.15), while Samuel uses “Lord” seven times (vv. 16–19). The
nail in the coﬃn of any possible future for Saul is Samuel’s,
“tomorrow you and your sons shall be with me” (v. 19). Saul’s
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desperate last straw turns out to be, in fact, the handwriting on the
wall. To seek your future from the dead is to join the dead.
Saul’s life unfolds with one bad decision after another. Near the end,
with everything on the line and every resource depleted, he makes yet
another poor decision. He tries to meet a legitimate need, a word
from the Lord, in an illegitimate way, necromancy (Lev. 19:31). Many
of our problems may be our own fault. Many of our problems may be
from others. Either way, seek God with all that you are and He will be
found. Whether in Deuteronomy 4:29, Jeremiah 29:13, Isaiah 45:19, or
Amos 5:4… searching out a word from the Lord and actively waiting
upon Him brings life, understanding, and hope. Saul is a reminder
that a shortcut or quick fix is not only dangerous but deadly.
Certainly there is something in your life that needs direction. How
you gain that direction is as important as the information. Trying to
manipulate, cajole, or trick God never ends well. Ask Him, in prayer,
humility, and gratitude and He will respond.
Anthony
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The Witch of Endor, Dmitri Nikiforovich Martynon

Brooks Altizer

Anniversaries
01
12
22
24
26

Anthony & Marci Grills
Greg & Sherri Rasnick
Pam & Mike Alford
Debbie & Jim Deskins
Shirley & Cameron Forrester

Hope Luncheon

October 26th at 11:30 am

Menu:
Pinto Beans & Cornbread
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Tuesday

It is that time of the year to make
changes to our church directory. Please
let Jean Walk, Cecelia Hymes or Naomi
know if your information has changed.
We are aware that many addresses in
Tazewell are changing so please be sure
to let us know if your address - physical

Tuesday After School Program will be starting
up soon! If you are interested in working with
this valued program please contact Cecelia
Hymes.

and/or mailing - is aﬀected.
Congratulations to

Our Address Has Changed!

Baby Cali Mae Dent
who was baptized on September 10!

We have a new address - although
we did not move! All other contact
information remains the same. Our

118 Main Street
Tazewell Virginia, 24651.

and Iva Dean will have a program.

Prayer List

October Volunteers

WORLD:

USHERS:

Peace - Philippians 4:6-7

Jerry Turley (Head Usher),
Bob Walk
Mike Hymes
Danny Coulthard

Unity - Ephesians 4:11-13

CHURCH
Direction - Colossians 3:13-14

August 27th, 2017
Thank you for the visit
of Pastor Elswick
and beautiful children,
bringing me copy of
sermon notes and List
of Ser vices.
Loving appreciation,
Louise McKinney

COMMUNION ATTENDANTS:
01

Alicia Hancock & Jan Lutz

REQUESTED FOCUS
Theresa Fearn
Beth Grindstaff
R.A. & Betty Cook
Winfred & Ruth Rasnake
Mildred Herald
Sharon Geise (Cecelia’s Sister)
Anna Ward Wilson
Louise McKinney
Jerry Galliher
Lessie Sluss
Eunice Rector
Dorothy Wall
Eugene Lyons
Shut-ins
Main Street School
Law Enforcement
First Responders
Persecuted Church
Unspoken
World Leaders
All those reading this list ...

Fellowship dinner, 10/4 at 6:30 pm. Diana and
Danny Coulthard will present the program on
the re-districting of Tazewell District.
The Lucie Scott Circle will meet Monday,
October 16. Members will be notified of the
place to meet. Shirley Looney will be hostess

new mailing address is:

COMMUNITY

Kindred Spirits will host the October

GREETERS
01
08
15
22
29

Jeanne & Alan Hillman
Alverta Beavers & Pat Harry
Bob & Karen Walk
Pam & Jason Woody
Bob & Bonnie White

LITURGISTS:
01
08
15
22
29

Joan Doak
Manny Elswick
Jeanne Hillman
Manny Elswick
Brad Pyott

SUNDAY NIGHT LIVE!
Tazewell Presbyterian Church
Sunday Night Live is an adult bible
study centering around theology
and church history. Don't miss out on
this opportunity to fellowship and
learn! We begin each Sunday Night
Live at 5:00 pm with a covered dish
supper. If you need any other
information contact Tazewell
Presbyterian Church at
276-988-4724.

If you are unable to serve, please find
a substitute and notify the church
office as soon as possible.

m

Sundays @ 5p
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Celebrate Recovery has many new faces! Main Street has
always had outreach and discipleship as the two primary
focuses of our ministry. Celebrate Recovery is the fastest
growing program within
our church. We are
blessed to introduce to
you our new Ministry
Leader, Pastor Neal
Hammons and his wife Delisa! Neal is a Licensed Local Pastor who
currently serves the Ceres Circuit in the Holston Conference of the
United Methodist Church. While Neal was serving the Bishop
Circuit he started attending Celebrate Recovery at Main Street. He
and Delisa had their first experience with Celebrate Recovery in
Kodak, Tennessee. Recovery ministry is near and dear to Pastor Neal’s heart. He is
doing a great job at organizing and growing the leadership within our local group. We are excited about
Pastor Neal’s compassion for recovery ministry! Everyone is invited to attend on Tuesday evenings from
6-8pm to celebrate God’s freedom from the hurts, habits and hang-ups of life!
Hello, friends!
Thank you for the overwhelming response of support and encouragement to our last email! We are so grateful for your love and friendship
as we continue this journey. All of our flights were smooth, and Owen slept through most of the trip.
We have now been in St. Andrews, Scotland for a little more than one week and have begun the process of settling in, making friends, and
finding a church. Regarding school, Ethan met with Dr. Wright and mapped out his next few steps of reading materials and writing articles.
Ethan has also completed matriculation (Does anyone else think, “what does chewing have to do with school?” …Maybe it’s just me.), and
the term oﬃcially begins September 27th. I have found a wonderful group of students’ wives and local Scottish ladies who meet for prayer
and Bible study each week.
Please be in prayer that we would continue to become comfortable with our new location and daily life, that Owen returns to his normal
routine, and that God will use this entire process to make us more like him.
Warmly,
Ethan, Ema, and Owen
If you would like to support the Johnson family please visit
www.mainstreettazewell.com and click on “give online”. You’ll find Ethan Johnson
PhD Scholarship listed in the designations.

A Child Shall Lead Them
Food Pantry

Our monthly total as of September 23rd was 73
pounds! This month’s special emphasis is Boxed
Desserts, and as always, Bath Soap.

New Ministry Opportunity!

Jane Waddell has been taking extensive sermon notes and writing
them up for our shut-ins. The Merge group has been delivering them
on the last Sunday of each month but we would love to have them
delivered weekly. The folks that are not visited will receive the sermon
notes in the mail. The notes are ready for delivery by Thursday. If you
are interested in getting involved with this ministry contact
Manny @ 276 385 3660. Thank you!
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MAIN STREET SCHOOL

Main Street School is underway! On September 14th the School wore gold in recognition
of Childhood Cancer Awareness. The children were excited to learn about the positive
impact that they could have on children struggling with cancer. Please
keep our school in your prayers as well as all the children fighting
cancer in our area.

Main Street Memorial Contributions

In Memory of…

Designation

Sharon Peery

Sue Van Dyke

Main Street School

Diana & Danny Coulthard

Kerry Stallard

Celebrate Recovery

Cecilia & Mike Hymes

Sue Van Dyke

Chapman Hall

On Saturday, October 21, 2017, the United Methodist Women of MSUMC will sponsor
an opportunity for all women of our community to share in fellowship. The workshop will
be designed to promote understanding, religious fellowship, and to introduce pertinent
coping strategies for women within this busy, bustling world. The hours for this workshop
are 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. At that time, we will oﬀer a continental breakfast as well as a catered lunch. Activities
will take place in both the social hall and sanctuary settings. Please share this information with all women of the
community as we are endeavoring to include everyone. There will be a minimal fee in order to cover our expenses.
The workshop will be an opportunity of "caring and sharing". "Be there, or be square"! You may contact Jan, Jeanne,
or Nikki with all pertinent questions as well as concerns.

MAIN STREET UMC
www.mainstreettazewell.com

Sunday
8:30 a.m.
10:00a.m.

The Well at Main St.
Gathering / Sunday School

11:00 a.m.

Worship

5:00 p.m.

Merge & Jr. Merge

Tuesday
1:30 p.m.

Kindred Spirits

6:00 p.m.

Celebrate Recovery

6:00 p.m.

Celebration Place

6:00 p.m.

The Landing

OCTOBER
•

Oct. 1st, S

un.

• Oct. 4
th, Wed.
• Oct. 6
th, 7th &
8th
• Oct. 12
th, Thur.
7pm
• Oct. 14
th, Sat. 8
am
• Oct. 15
th, Sun. 11
am
• Oct. 16
th, Mon.
2:30pm
• Oct. 2
1st, Sat. 9
am - 3pm
• Oct. 2
6th, Thur.
11:30 am
• Oct. 2
9th, Sun.
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Wednesday
Choir Practice

Thursday.
7:00 p.m.

Praise Band Practice

You may Give Online to the church by going to our website,
WWW.MAINSTREETTAZEWELL.COM Click on GIVE ONLINE. Create a profile. Choose
General Operating or other fund, the frequency and the start date. It is pretty simple
and completely secure.
Let us know if you have any questions or problems.

WORSHIP
SUNDAY 11:00A.M.

6:30 p.m.

Want to be part? Give Online…

EARLY WORSHIP
SUNDAY, 8:30A.M.

Men’s Bible Study

CELEBRATE RECOVERY
TUESDAY 6:00P.M.

6:00 a.m.

MERGE YOUTH
SUNDAY 5:00P.M.

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

MAIN STREET UMC
118 MAIN STREET
TAZEWELL, VA 24651
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