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CARNIVAL DEATH QUESTIONED
3 independent sources say victim was possibly standing
DINO CHIECCHI
EL PASO TIMES

The Hanks High School teenager who
was ejected and killed while riding a
church carnival ride a week ago might
have been standing while the "Sizzler"
was moving, the El Paso Times has
learned.
Three independent sources have said
Samantha Aguilar, 16, and one of two 17year-old friends who were riding with
her were not sitting down when they
were ejected April 29 at the St. Thomas
Aquinas Catholic Church festival for Día

de los Niños.
“We really don’t know what happened,
only the end result, said Dan Lopez, a
family friend speaking on behalf of the
Aguilars on Thursday.
The family was preparing for services for Aguilar on Thursday. Visitation
for the Hanks junior track athlete is
from 4 to 9 p.m. Friday at Martin Funeral
Home East, 1460 George Dieter Drive,
with a vigil service as 6:30 p.m. A funeral
Mass will be celebrated at 9:30 a.m. Saturday at St. Stephen Catholic Church,
1700 George Dieter. Burial will follow at
Evergreen Cemetery-East.

Lopez said the family has not heard
from police. “They haven’t reached out,”
he said.
However, Bishop Mark J. Seitz has
gone to the family home to offer his condolences, Lopez said.
Aguilar died at Del Sol Medical Center shortly after being taken there. The
friend, who has not been identified, was
not seriously injured, police said.
The three sources, who are independent of each other, all relayed effectively
the same account of the accident, including that two vendors operating near the
"Sizzler" saw Aguilar and her friend
standing on the ride. The sources asked
not to be identified.

This Friday, curtain goes
up on Alamo Drafthouse

Police spokesman Sgt. Enrique Carrillo said, “I hadn’t heard that, but if it
was true, I couldn’t tell you because it’s
part of the investigation. If true, it’ll
come out in the report.”
Ken Martin, an amusement ride inspector and industry analyst, said,
“You’re not supposed to be able to” work
out from under the lap bar. “I don’t understand why it happens, but if it happened, it happened and was a mistake.”
It is possible the lap bar was not secured, Martin said.
Additionally, the ride had seat belts
much like the belts on cars before shoulSee CARNIVAL , Page 2B

Court hears
case of blood
drawn after
fatal crash
In 2014, judge ruled the
sample violated rights
AARON MARTINEZ
EL PASO TIMES

Arguments were heard in a state appeals court Thursday on whether El Paso police properly obtained a blood
sample from Joel Garcia, who was arrested after a fatal accident in 2014.
Garcia, a former El Paso-area boxer,
allegedly ran a red light while driving a
Camaro at about 1:45 a.m. Christmas
Eve in 2014 at the intersection of Joe
Battle Boulevard and Vista del Sol
Drive, according to court documents.
Police say he struck a Pontiac Grand
Am carrying brothers Joshua Deal, 23,
and Isaiah Deal, 19, and Shannon Nicole
Del Rio, 22. The Deal brothers and Del
Rio died due to the injuries they sustained in the wreck.
Garcia is charged with three counts
of intoxicated manslaughter and possession of a controlled substance.
The Texas Eighth District Court of
Appeals heard oral arguments Thursday in the case after a district court
judge ruled that the blood test could not
be entered as evidence since police did
not obtain a warrant. Hearing the appeal were Chief Justice Ann McClure
and Justices Yvonne Rodriguez and
Steven Hughes.
In July 2014, 210th District Court
Judge Gonzalo Garcia, who is the presiding judge in the case, ruled that the
warrantless blood draw violated Joel
Garcia’s Fourth Amendment rights.
State prosecutors immediately appealed his ruling.
El Paso police officers ordered Del
Sol Medical Center employees to take a
blood sample from Joel Garcia due to
the fear that an IV that was going to be
given to Joel Garcia would dilute the
sample, according to court documents
and testimony.
State prosecutor Lily Stroud argued
during the appeal hearing that the officers felt it was an emergency situation
with exigent circumstances and that
they needed to get a blood sample without a warrant before the evidence was
destroyed.
“These officers were trained that a
foreign substance could destroy evidence,” Stroud argued. “The officers

PHOTOS BY RUBEN R. RAMIREZ/EL PASO TIMES

Main photo: Neil Billingsley-Michaelsen, CEO and president of Triple Tap Ventures, owner
of the local franchise for the new Alamo Drafthouse Cinema Montecillo, stands outside the
West Side location. El Paso’s newest movie house and restaurant will officially open Friday
after a scheduled ribbon-cutting ceremony at 11 a.m. Bottom left: Javier Parada, one of
several bartenders at the new Alamo Drafthouse Cinema Montecillo, stands behind the
bar with some of the food and drinks available for customers to enjoy during movies.

Moviegoers relax outside the Glass Half Full
Taproom at the new Alamo Drafthouse Cinema
Montecillo in West El Paso at 250 E. Montecillo
Blvd. off North Mesa Street. The newest movie
house will officially open Friday.

See BLOOD, Page 2B

Trost-designed building in Fabens demolished after sale
LORENA FIGUEROA
EL PASO TIMES

A historic building in Fabens has been
turned into dust and rubble.
The First National Bank building, designed by renowned architect Henry C.
Trost and erected in 1925, was demolished in the past few days to give way to
the construction of a new auto parts
store, said Max Grossman, vice chairman of the El Paso County Historical
Commission.
The demolition of the two-story brick
building, located at Alameda Avenue, or
Main Street, and Fabens Street, means
not only the incalculable loss of another

historic site but also signifies economic
damage, he said.
“This is a tremendous loss of this cultural and economic asset, not only for Fabens, but also for El Paso County,” Grossman said.
Trost was the chief designer of Trost
& Trost Architects & Engineers, a firm
established in El Paso in the early 1900s.
The firm designed hundreds of buildings in El Paso, including the Mills Building, the Bassett Building and the Popular
Dry Goods Co., as well as the Geology,
Benedict and Quinn halls at the University of Texas at El Paso.
There are also Trost-designed structures in other cities in Texas, Arizona,
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Colorado, Kansas and New Mexico, as
well as in cities in Mexico. In downtown
Juárez, for example, the architect designed the Edificio Sauer.
Grossman said Fabens is the only
community in El Paso County outside the
city of El Paso where Trost left his legacy.
The First National Bank building was
the only commercial Trost-designed
structure surviving on Alameda Avenue
and the most significant historic structure on Main Street, he said.
The First National Bank occupied the
building until June 1996, when the institution moved to a newer one.
Grossman said the demolition of the

th
0
Happy 7
Birthday!

LUNCH SPECIALS
11AM - 4PM

WE SERVE OURS WITH SOPAIPILLAS

First National Bank building came after
former owner Simon Pena of SMP Corp.
sold the building to O'Reilly Auto Parts.
Despite the El Paso County Historical
Commission and El Paso County getting
involved in an effort to save the building
earlier this year, it was too late.
“When we were aware of the situation, we knew it was an uphill battle,”
Commissioner Vince Perez said. “The
owner had already singed a sale contract
and, unfortunately, there was not much
to be done at that point to prevent or intervene in the sale.”
Perez said the county looked at variSee TROST, Page 2B
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