Recommended Actions for OR-501 Portland/Gresham/Multnomah County Continuum of Care (CoC)
On April 13, HUD released its notice for the 2018 CoC Program Registration, the first step in the
2018 CoC Program Competition process. The Joint Office of Homeless Services (JOHS), the entity
originally designated as the CoC Collaborative Applicant by the AHFE Coordinating Board in 2016,
is in the process of registering for the 2018 CoC Program Competition on behalf of the CoC. The
timing of the release of HUD’s registration notice gives us a good indication that the 2018 CoC
NOFA may be released as soon as early June (based on past years’ timelines).
In preparation for the 2018 CoC Program Competition, the following three recommended actions will
be discussed and voted on at the 5/2/2018 Coordinating Board meeting.

1. Reauthorize the AHFE Resource Advisory Committee to conduct certain tasks related to the
annual CoC Program Competition
BACKGROUND:
o In April 2015, the Coordinating Board approved the formation of the Resource Advisory
Committee to advise the Board on funding and resources, including our CoC funds and also
broader AHFE efforts.
o Any Coordinating Board member who does not have a conflict of interest with our CoC
funding can participate in the committee, and 10 individuals are currently participating.
RECOMMENDED ACTION:
o Under continued direction of the Coordinating Board and with strong support from AHFE
staff, reauthorize the Resource Advisory Committee to:
 Collect feedback from CoC grantees regarding annual rating and ranking criteria and
procedures for all CoC projects
 Finalize rating and ranking criteria
 Conduct annual rating and ranking
 Guide decisions regarding reallocation of existing projects
 Develop solicitation processes for new bonus projects and new projects funded through
reallocation
 Select project applicants for new bonus projects and new projects funded through
reallocation

2. Reauthorize Multnomah County, through the Joint Office of Homeless Services, to serve as the
Collaborative Applicant for the 2018 CoC Application
BACKGROUND:
o HUD regulations (24 CFR 578.9) require each CoC to determine how it will annually apply for
CoC program funds. CoCs may apply as a:
 Unified Funding Agency (UFA): A single entity applies for, receives, administers, and
subgrants all CoC funds on behalf of the CoC.
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o
o

 Collaborative Applicant: A single entity compiles multiple individual project applications
and submits them to HUD. HUD, in turn, directly administers and grants funds to each
project.
For multiple reasons, it is not feasible for our CoC to apply as a UFA at this time.
Since 2016, Multnomah County, through the JOHS, has acted as our CoC’s Collaborative
Applicant.

RECOMMENDED ACTION:
o Reauthorize Multnomah County, through the JOHS, to serve as the Collaborative Applicant
for OR-501 (the Portland/ Gresham/ Multnomah County CoC), and
o Authorize JOHS staff to compile and submit the CoC application for HUD’s 2018 application
process, including making any required certifications therein, on or before the due date.

3. Reauthorize the Portland Housing Bureau to designate the single Homeless Management
Information System (HMIS) for the CoC and to continue acting as the HMIS Lead Agency for the
CoC

BACKGROUND:
o HUD regulations require each CoC to designate a single HMIS provider, and to designate an
HMIS Lead to apply for CoC HMIS funding and to operate the HMIS on behalf of the CoC.
o For over a decade, ServicePoint software (Mediware Information Systems, Inc.) has been
the designated HMIS and the City of Portland, through the Portland Housing Bureau, has
acted as the designated HMIS Lead.
RECOMMENDED ACTION:
o Authorize the JOHS, acting on behalf of the local CoC as its lead agency, to enter into a
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with the Portland Housing Bureau to designate the
single HMIS for the CoC and to continue acting as the HMIS Lead Agency for the CoC. The
MOU will be substantially to the form of the 2017 MOU, provided to the Coordinating Board
for reference.
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