
  

 

 

JOINT OFFICE OF HOMELESS SERVICES  

 

721 SW OAK STREET, SUITE 100, PORTLAND OR 97205 

EMAIL: JOHS@MULTCO.US   |   PHONE: 503.988.2525   |   WEB: MULTCO.US/JOINT-OFFICE-HOMELESS-SERVICES 

 

April 8, 2019 

 

Dear St. Johns neighbors, 
 
As some of you may already know, the City of Portland and Multnomah County Joint Office of 
Homeless Services has been working closely with local community members to locate a 
transitional shelter village in St. Johns. 
 
Work on that village — which would partner with an experienced nonprofit housing services 
provider — is part of our overall community strategy to respond to homelessness. 
 
As we’ve added hundreds of shelter beds, while helping thousands more people back into 
housing every year, we’ve continued to layer in different approaches to shelter, to help people 
with different needs. Villages are one way we’ve been able to expand our reach and end 
homelessness for more neighbors. 
 
Today we wanted to offer an update on our work to place a village in St. Johns. 
 
As of late March, work crews have begun a site survey to better explore the suitability of the 
City-owned property near North Roberts Road and North Lombard Street we’d previously 
identified. That also means any timeline around when a village would open in St. Johns will be 
pushed back, until later this year at the earliest. 
 
But while that work takes place, we’ve also begun considering an alternate site in St. Johns that 
has certain advantages over the Roberts site. Specifically, congregants at the 114-year-old St. 
Johns Christian Church, 8044 N. Richmond Ave., voted on Sunday, April 7, to explore leasing 
some of their property for a village. 
 
Their land sits across North Richmond from the church and behind the St. Johns Bachelors 
Club. And it’s a very promising location. The site would be larger than the Roberts site, with 
fewer design challenges, allowing us to more comfortably plan a village that would still serve 
roughly 20 to 25 people at a time. 
 
A village welcomed by the St. Johns Christian Church would also sit in the heart of the 
community. The alternate site would be steps away from five bus lines (4, 11, 16, 44 and 75), 
grocery stores, food banks, the North Portland Health Center and the library 
 
And it would be close to some of the organizations in the neighborhood that have championed 
the concept of a village in the neighborhood, including the St. Johns Center for Opportunity.  
 
But beyond the longer development timeline, and the possibility of an alternative location, 
nothing else about the plan has changed. 
 
We are still working with Hazelnut Grove, an alternative shelter community in North Portland, to 
help launch the village. 
 



 

 

The Hazelnut Grove community would still work in partnership with Do Good Multnomah, an 
established shelter and transition services provider that largely works with Veterans. Do Good 
Multnomah, besides operating a long-time Veterans shelter in Northeast Portland, works with 
Clackamas County to operate a village-style alternative shelter for Veterans.  

 
We still envision an “alternative shelter” set up on open space with modular sleeping pods and 
modular or conventionally built common area structures, similar to what’s in place at the Kenton 
Women’s Village (www.catholiccharitiesoregon.org/provide-shelter/kenton-womens-village/). 
 
And our expectations for a village remain no different than for any other traditional shelter: 
Villages must provide safe and supportive environments for their guests and help them 
transition to permanent housing, and they must be good neighbors to those nearby. 
 
Participants also will stay at the site subject to participation agreements that set expectations for 
how they treat each other and how they conduct themselves in the surrounding area. Anyone 
unwilling or unable to abide by these agreements will not be able to stay at the site. 
 
There will be many opportunities for community members to continue supporting this alternative 
shelter, including assisting with the construction, and donating materials and supplies, but also 
volunteering and spending time with residents once the shelter is in place.  

 

If you would like to be kept up to date as additional information becomes available, please email 

April Rohman at the Joint Office of Homeless Services at april.rohman@multco.us. 

St. Johns Christian Church is also interested in hosting an information session. If you have 

questions for St. Johns Christian Church, please contact Bud Suckow at 503-516-4753. 

To review FAQs and answers to community questions previously shared with St. Johns 

neighbors after previous community meetings on the village development, visit 

ahomeforeveryone.net/news/stjohnsvillage. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Marc Jolin 

Director 

Joint Office of Homeless Services | City of Portland and Multnomah County 

A Home for Everyone (ahomeforeveryone.net) 
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