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ADVOCATES FOR READING @




Summary of Book

(Note to Curriculum Guide Writer: Capture the summary from the author’s website. Either source the summary or rewrite. Make certain to always provide credit. The summary only needs to be one or two paragraphs)

The unforgettable novel of a childhood in a sleepy Southern town and the crisis of conscience that rocked it, To Kill A Mockingbird became both an instant bestseller and a critical success when it was first published in 1960. It went on to win the Pulitzer Prize in 1961 and was later made into an Academy Award-winning film, also a classic.

Compassionate, dramatic, and deeply moving, To Kill A Mockingbird takes readers to the roots of human behavior - to innocence and experience, kindness and cruelty, love and hatred, humor and pathos. Now with over 18 million copies in print and translated into forty languages, this regional story by a young Alabama woman claims universal appeal. Harper Lee always considered her book to be a simple love story. Today it is regarded as a masterpiece of American literature. (www.amazon.com)

About the Author 

(Note to Curriculum Guide Writer: Capture the author background from the author’s website. Either source the summary or rewrite. Make certain to always provide credit. The author summary only needs to be one or two paragraphs)

Nelle Harper Lee was born April 26, 1926 in Monroeville Alabama.  She is the youngest of four children of Amasa Coleman Lee and Frances Finch Lee.  Her father was an attorney, but not a criminal one. People who knew Lee as a child are reminded of Scout.  She was described as quiet and well-read.  The character of Dill was based on a childhood friend of Lee’s who came to Monroeville each summer.  They were inseparable.  He later became an author as well.  His name was Truman Capote.  In fact his book, In Cold Blood, was dedicated to Harper Lee.

The character Boo Radley was based on a man named Son Bowler.  As a youth, he had been arrested for breaking windows in a school.  His father promised that if the court did not prosecute, Son Bowler would stay out of trouble.  Son Bowler’s father kept him in his house and he rarely, if ever, stepped outside again.  Despite this, Harper Lee maintains that her story is fiction.

Lee attended Huntingdon College, studied law at the University of Alabama and studied one year at Oxford University.  While she never published any other books, she did publish at least three essays in the 1960’s and one in the 1980’s.

When she submitted a manuscript of this novel to a publisher and spent two and a half years rewriting it to meet the publisher’s requirements. It was first printed in 1960.  The book has sold more than 16-million copies of the American edition and has been translated into 10 languages.

Today she travels between New York and Monroeville.
Discussion Questions (Note to Curriculum Guide Writer: As you read through the book, think of appropriate/applicable questions. Keep in mind that the questions should be directed to a 9th/10th grade reading level. Try to avoid yes-or-no questions without requiring further elaboration from students, e.g., how, why)
Title: (Note to Curriculum Guide Writer:  If the title is self-evident, a question(s) regarding the title may not be necessary or applicable)
Who are the “mockingbirds” in this novel and how are each of them treated differently by the community? What does the title To Kill a Mockingbird mean?  

In what ways do the community members help to raise the children of Maycomb? In what ways do the children benefit/ suffer from that? What roles do community members play in the raising of raising children today? How have our communities changed? How have they stayed the same? 

Context:
 (Note to Curriculum Guide Writer: You do not need to have questions in every section. This section is just a guideline to ensure comparability with the other curriculum guides)
This book was written almost 40 years ago.  What about it seems dated?  What is relevant today? Why is this book so popular?

This book was written Maycomb is a fictional representation of Monroeville, Alabama.  Why might Lee have placed the story in a pretend place but based it on a true one?

Why do you think Harper Lee chose to tell the story from Scout’s point of view?  Why not Jem’s? 

Why does Harper Lee use the voice of a child to tell the story? How would this book be different if told from an adult’s perspective?

Did you feel involved in the story?  If so, what techniques did the author use to make you feel so?

Structure/ Narrative:

(Note to Curriculum Guide Writer: You do not need to have questions in every section. This section is just a guideline to ensure comparability with the other curriculum guides)
Character:
(Note to Curriculum Guide Writer: You do not need to have questions in every section. This section is just a guideline to ensure comparability with the other curriculum guides)
Describe Scout’s personality? What were your impressions of her? Was she believable? Why or why not?  How does she grow and change in the novel?

Describe Jem’s personality? What were your impressions of her? Was she believable? Why or why not?  How does she grow and change in the novel?

Why was Dill in this book? What was his purpose in the novel?

Why did Atticus take Tom Robinson’s case? What price did he pay for doing that? What price would he have paid if he hadn’t taken it? Would you have taken the case? Why or why not?

Discuss Atticus’ personality and style as a lawyer and as a father. What are some of the lessons he taught his children?

How does Jem’s viewpoint change about his father, Atticus, by the end of the novel? What does this change represent?  How does Scout change?  How do Scout and Jem remain the same?

Pg. 281.  What are your thoughts on Atticus’s frequent statement, “Most people are nice when you finally see them.”  What does it mean and how did he apply this thought to his life?

Who are the different fathers in the book? (Ewell, Tom Robinson, Atticus, Radley) and how are their parenting styles different? Discuss.

What purpose does the “mad dog” episode serve?  How is it symbolic?  Explain.

When waiting in front of the prison, Atticus expected trouble. Why did he not have a gun? What role did Scout play that evening?

There are several different examples of the children (and others) of fearing individuals whom you do not know? Name those examples. Does that fear still exist today? Can you give some examples? 

What are Scout, Jem and Dill’s relationship with Boo Radley?  Why do they react to him the way they do? 

What is Calpurnia’s role in the family and in the novel? What does her perspective show readers about the culture of Maycomb, Alabama?

Describe Cal’s personality.  How does the phrase on pg. 280 “Nothing’s real scary except in books” relate to her character?

Why do the children “intensely dislike” Mrs. Dubose?  Ultimately, the children help her…how?  Why?

Aunt Alexandra’s character serves an important purpose in the novel.  What is that purpose?

Aunt Alexandra’s character serves an important purpose in the novel.  What is that purpose?

Content/ Plot:
(Note to Curriculum Guide Writer: You do not need to have questions in every section. This section is just a guideline to ensure comparability with the other curriculum guides)
Why does Mayella accuse Tom Robinson of rape?  Why does the community accept Mayella’s accusation without proof?  

Were you surprised that Tom Robinson was convicted?  Were you disappointed? Why did the jury convict him?

Who killed Ewell?

What are the Jim Crow” laws?  What do they tell you about Alabama, 1930’s?

Why did the author include the Christmas gifts of air rifles to Jem and Scout?  

Why did Boo’s father cement the gift hole in the tree?

Why did they decide not to prosecute Boo Radley at the end of the book?

10 General Questions for any book
1. How did you feel about the book?  What was the experience of reading it like for you?

2. What do you think the author was trying to accomplish with this novel? 

3. Who was your favorite character? What did you appreciate about him/her? 

4. Sometimes when we read we relate to a particular character.  Did you find anyone you related to in this book?  Why?   If you didn't, is there value in reading about people very different from ourselves?  

5. Consider the main character: what does he or she believe in? What is he or she willing to fight for?

6. At the end of the book, do you feel hope for the characters? 

7. Are any of the events in the book relevant to your own life? 

8. Was the story credible? The characters credible? 

9. What is the favorite book you've ever read, why?
10. What is your favorite Book -to- movie?  Why?  What were the differences between book and movie?  What did you like better in which version?
Enrichment Ideas for Discussion

(Note to Curriculum Guide Writer: Capture enrichment ideas for facilitators to use during an ABG session, such as small group activities; accountable “talks”; games; role play; or props)
To Kill a Mockingbird discusses the history and societal issues of The Great Depression and the Civil Rights Movement with the students. Have the students discuss the differences of the civil rights today and back how it was back then. 
Have students listen to the 1930’s wing music: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bMnulNC-3HM 

Have students listen to Billie Holiday’s Strange Fruit which talks about the practice of lynching. While the students are listening, have them journal thoughts or ideas about the song. Then, discuss the responses out loud. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h4ZyuULy9zs 

Enrichment Ideas for Teachers

(Note to Curriculum Guide Writer: Capture enrichment ideas for teachers to implement book into language arts curriculum, such as writing or art projects; lessons; historical relevance; or vocabulary)
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/To-Kill-a-Mockingbird-Common-Core-State-Standards-Aligned-Unit-Plan-467911
Discuss the Great Depression in the south.

Discuss Civil Rights in the south.
Vocabulary Section: 

(Note to Curriculum Guide Writer: Provide vocabulary that may be challenging for students in this section for teachers to review with their students)

Directions:

Use the Learning Targets and Success Criteria to select a passage from the book.

Give students 7-10 minutes to sit quietly to read the passage and write down their thoughts.

TIPS for using this activity:

1.  Read the questions out loud to get students thinking about the activity sheet they’re about to complete. 

2.  Read the passage out loud in the group.

3.  Encourage students to use their books to pull evidence to support their ideas. 

4. Give students 7-10 minutes to write down their ideas.

5.  Break-down in small groups to discuss their answers. Assign a volunteer to each group.

6.  Use different passages with different learning targets and questions. Have each group with the same learning target discuss their ideas and solutions and report out to the entire group. 

7. Create separate sheets, based on the number of learning targets, for all students to complete. When reporting out to the entire group, allow students to who have not already spoken to share. The purpose of the activity is to get as many students to speak and voice their opinion. Having them write down their ideas give the students an opportunity to have something to share with the class

Read the following quote from To Kill a Mockingbird: 

“The one thing that doesn’t bide by majority rule is a person’s conscience.”
After some thought, please write down your ideas about the passage you just read. Here are the questions that we would like you to answer:

1. What does Atticus mean by this statement?
2. How does his belief cause him/his family conflict?
Note: Please be prepared to share your written thoughts and ideas with the class.
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To Kill a Mockingbird


By: Harper Lee








Purpose: The purpose of the Read Think Write Pair Share document is to help Words Alive volunteers increase high-level thinking and student participation with the classroom.





Learning Target: Analyze the character and his belief.





Success Criteria: Students will be able to analyze and discuss a quote from To Kill a Mockingbird. 
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