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MAYBE SOMETHING BEAUTIFUL  

AUTHOR: F. ISABEL CAMPOY/THERESA HOWELL 

ILLUSTRATOR:  RAFAEL LOPEZ 

See a video of the book read aloud here: Maybe Something Beautiful 

** REMEMBER: HAVE FUN AND THE KIDS WILL TOO! ** 

OVERVIEW 

ABOUT THE BOOK 

“What good can a splash of color do in a community of gray? As Mira and her neighbors discover, 

more than you might ever imagine! Based on the true story of the Urban Art Trail in San Diego, 

California, Maybe Something Beautiful reveals how art can inspire transformation—and how even 

the smallest artists can accomplish something big. Pick up a paintbrush and join the celebration!” 

Amazon 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 

F. Isabel Campoy is the author of numerous children’s books in the areas of poetry, theatre, 

stories, biographies, and art. As a researcher she has published extensively bringing to the 

curriculum an awareness of the richness of the Hispanic culture. She is an educator specialized in 

the area of literacy and home school interaction, topics on which she lecturers nationally. 

Theresa Howell is a writer, an editor, a mom, a hiker, and a devourer of books. Her fascination 

with books began at an early age and continues to gain momentum. Today, she reads them, 

writes them, edits them, teaches them, and carries one around with her wherever she goes. She 

began her career in publishing as a children’s book editor with Rising Moon, where she helped to 

establish the bilingual imprint, Luna Rising. Theresa Howell 

ABOUT THE ILLUSTRATOR 

Rafael López is an internationally recognized illustrator and artist. Born and raised in Mexico City 

to architect parents, Rafael López was immersed in the rich visual heritage, music and surrealism 

of his native culture. He is a founder of the Urban Art Trail movement in San Diego’s East Village 

creating a series of large-scale murals that brought the community together. His murals can be 

found in urban areas, at children’s hospitals, public schools, under freeways and at farmer’s 

markets around the country. López’s community work with murals is the subject of the children’s 

book Maybe Something Beautiful, How Art Transformed a Neighborhood.  

Rafael López 

THE READ ALOUD 

BEFORE READING   

TOPICS & THEMES: 

• Community 

• Culture 

• Art 

 

Tips for every book! 

 

POWER PHRASES: 

I WONDER… 

I NOTICE… 

TELL ME MORE… 

 

 

DIGGING DEEPER: 

“Tell me more, why do 

you think that?” 

“How do you know 

that? 

“Why do you think they 

feel like that?” 

“Interesting, did you 

notice anything else?” 

 

MAYBE SOMETHING 
BEAUTIFUL 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KMsDfoLhDI0&list=PLsxhaZKvViNrKZDoiKTT_a7blFTit-0zc&index=154
https://www.amazon.com/Maybe-Something-Beautiful-Transformed-Neighborhood/dp/0544357698
https://www.theresahowell.com/about
http://rafaellopez.com/about/


Use these before reading the story to help students activate background knowledge and make predictions:  

• What do you think this little girl is showing on her head? 

• How does this cover illustration make you feel? 

• Introduce the title and author.  

• How do you think art can transform a neighborhood? 

• Let’s find out about this true story and if you recognize where this story takes place. 

DURING THE STORY  

Use these while reading the story to help students interpret the action and content.  

(Comprehension - connections to world/self- print referencing - open ended questions - phonological awareness). 

• (p.4) What character traits describe Mira? 

• (p.10) What was this man painting and how did it make him feel? 

• (p.14) How did the rhythm of the music help everyone paint? 

• (p.18) I wonder why Mira thought the policeman would be upset? 

• (p.26) What did it mean when Mira said, “Maybe, just maybe”? 

AFTER READING  

Use these after reading the story to help students understand what they just read.  

• Why do you think everyone helped paint the murals, instead of only Mira? 

• How did the illustrators use of color make you feel? 

• Why do you think the author wanted to share this true story? 

BRINGING THE BOOK TO LIFE! 

• Have you ever seen murals painted in San Diego? 

COOPERATIVE LEARNING 

• Share with your neighbor a mural that you would like to paint and where you would paint it? 

 

SMALL-GROUP IDEAS  

1. DISCUSSION ACTIVITY  

• Conduct a picture walk and let the children discuss their favorite page. 

• How did the community feel after the mural was complete? 

• What kind of images did people create and why were they special? 

• Is there a place in San Diego that would benefit from a mural? 

Suggested Optional Activity: 

• Watch Rafael Lopez paint a mural in San Diego Rafael López Studio: Coasterra Mural 

•  Talk about all of the steps you saw to create this mural. 

2. WRITING ACTIVITY 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Uu1JRdVD1UM


• Write your own similes. Use these as an example: as brave as a lion, as cold as ice, as free as a bird, as flat as a 

pancake, as snug as a bug, as tall as a giraffe.  

3. EXTENSION ACTIVITY  

• Create a mural and show where you would like to paint it. 

 

COMMON CORE LINKS 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.2.1, 2.2, 2.3, 2.5, 2.6. 

 

 


