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Front cover painting by Sieger Köder, Table Fellowship

As we look at this painting by Sieger Köder we are invited to be present at a supper table around

which friends are gathered.  We look towards the one who gives thanks and breaks the bread in

fellowship.

Introduction

This evening we remember the events surrounding that last meal shared by Jesus and his disciples,

only hours before his arrest. Within a day his life has been offered up. We recall this supper

together, in a homely setting, and its origins in the Jewish Passover. We remember that Jesus took

the role of servant to his disciples, washing them. We remember those who count themselves to

be his friends allow themselves to be served.  We recollect the last farewells and Jesus going out

into the night with his friends to wrestle alone with God, to wrestle with himself, and finally to face

betrayal, arrest, humiliation and death.

Together, as a dispersed community of faith, we tell the story and participate in this chain of

events.

The Greeting

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,

the love of God,

and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit

be with us this night.

A candle is lit to welcome in the light of God’s shalom.

Peace be on our gathering this evening.

Invocation

Sh’ma Yisrael Adonai

Elohaynu Adonai echad.

All Hear O Israel, The Lord

our God is one Lord.



Song:

Jesus calls us here to meet him

as through word and song and prayer

we affirm God’s promised presence

where his people live and care.

Praise the God who keeps his promise;

praise the Son who calls us friends;

praise the Spirit who, among us,

to our hopes and fears attends.

Jesus calls us to confess him

Word of Life and Lord of All,

sharer of our flesh and frailness

saving all who fail or fall.

Tell his holy human story;

tell his tales that all may hear;

tell the world that Christ in glory

came to earth to meet us here.

Jesus calls us to his table

rooted firm in time and space,

where the church in earth and heaven

finds a common meeting place.

Share the bread and wine, his body;

share the love of which we sing;

share the feast for saints and sinners

hosted by our Lord and King.

John Bell and Grahame Maule

Our Prayers of Confession

Lord Jesus Christ,

We confess we have failed you as did your first disciples.

Some moments of silence

We ask for your mercy and your help when we take our ease

rather than watch with you

Lord, forgive us.

All Christ have mercy.



When we bestow a kiss of peace

yet nurse enmity in our hearts

Lord, forgive us

All Christ have mercy.

When we strike at those who hurt us

rather than stretch out our hands to bless;

Lord forgive us

All Christ, have mercy.

When we deny that we know you

for fear of the world and its scorn

Lord forgive us

All Christ have mercy

May almighty God have mercy upon us,

forgive us our sins,

and bring us to everlasting life. Amen.

The Prayer for the Day

God our Father,

your Son Jesus Christ was obedient to the end

and drank the cup prepared for him:

may we who share his table

watch with him through the night of suffering

and be faithful.

Amen.



Remembering the  Passover Narrative of Suffering and Deliverance
Exodus 12:1-14

Let us ask the questions and  hear the story  of those who have gone before us.

Narrator: While the Israelites were still in bondage in the land of Egypt the Lord said to Moses and
his brother Aaron in the land of Egypt:

Reader 1: You must tell everyone:

Reader 2: On the tenth of this month, each household must take and slaughter a lamb without
blemish. You must put some of the blood on the doorposts and the lintels of your houses. That
night, the lamb is to be eaten roasted over the fire. You must not have anything left over; whatever
is not eaten must be burned.

Reader 3: You shall eat it standing up, with your shoes and coats on, and with a staff in your hand.
You must eat it quickly.

Reader 1: This is the Passover in honour of the Lord.

Reader 2: On this night I am going to go through the whole land of Egypt and strike down every
firstborn in the land, man and beast alike.

Reader 3: The blood of the lamb will serve to mark the house where you live. When I see the blood,
I will pass over you and you will escape destruction. I am the Lord.

Narrator: And so each year the people of God remembered and celebrated this feast in His honour.
Parents explained its meaning to their children, and they in turn explained it to their children.

Reader  1: Why is this night different from all other nights?

Reader 2: Once we were slaves in the land of Egypt, but the Lord rescued us on this holy night. That
is why this night is special, and different from all other nights.

Reader 1: Why on this night do we eat only unleavened bread?

Reader 3 : We eat unleavened bread because there was no time that night to let it rise.

Reader 1: Why on this night do we eat bitter herbs?

Reader 2: We eat bitter herbs to remind us of the bitterness of slavery.

Reader 1: Why do we eat standing up?

Reader 3:  We eat standing up because our ancestors were ready to go that night without a
moment’s delay.

Narrator: We do these things in honour of the Passover of the Lord.  Green herbs symbolize spring
and rebirth, dipped in salt for tears.  Haroset of apple and dried fruit symbolizes the mortar with



which the Israelites lay their bricks. The scorched egg reminds us of sacrifice. The roasted shank
bone represents the Passover lamb.

Our ancestors celebrated the Passover to tell the story and keep alive the memory of captivity and
God’s deliverance into freedom. Jesus, God’s Anointed One, came to remember and to celebrate on
his last night with his friends

Blessed be God!
All Blessed be God!

Blessed be God in Jesus, His Anointed One
All Blessed be God in Jesus, His Anointed One

Blessed be God in Jesus, His Anointed One, our new Passover lamb.
All Blessed be God in Jesus, His Anointed One, our

new Passover lamb.

The Maundy Mandate to Serve - Jesus Serves His Friends

We remember the importance that Jesus attached to the act of service — to serve and to allow

ourselves to be served — and give thanks.

John 13:1-17 (NIV)

(From The Gospel of John, The Lumo Project, www.lumoproject.com)

It was just before the Passover Festival. Jesus knew that the hour had come for him to leave this

world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end.

The evening meal was in progress, and the devil had already prompted Judas, the son of Simon

Iscariot, to betray Jesus.  Jesus knew that the Father had put all things under his power, and that he

had come from Godand was returning to God;  so he got up from the meal, took off his outer

clothing, and wrapped a towel around his waist.  After that, he poured water into a basin and began

to wash his disciples’ feet, drying them with the towel that was wrapped around him. He came to

Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, are you going to wash my feet?” Jesus replied, “You do not

realize now what I am doing, but later you will understand.” “No,” said Peter, “you shall never wash

my feet.”

Jesus answered, “Unless I wash you, you have no part with me.” “Then, Lord,” Simon Peter replied,

“not just my feet but my hands and my head as well!”



Jesus answered, “Those who have had a bath need only to wash their feet; their whole body is

clean. And you are clean, though not every one of you.”  For he knew who was going to betray him,

and that was why he said not everyone was clean.

When he had finished washing their feet, he put on his clothes and returned to his place. “Do you

understand what I have done for you?” he asked them. “You call me ‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord,’ and rightly

so, for that is what I am. Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should

wash one another’s feet.  I have set you an example that you should do as I have done for you.  Very

truly I tell you, no servant is greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who

sent him.  Now that you know these things, you will be blessed if you do them.

Some moments of silence.

Let us take a few moments to think of all the ways in which you have been served and been able to

serve  in this pandemic year of isolation and illness.

Song:

Brother, sister, let me serve you;

let me be as Christ to you;

pray that I may have the grace to

let you be my servant too.

We are pilgrims on a journey,

and companions on the road;

we are here to help each other

walk the mile and bear the load.

I will hold the Christlight for you

in the nighttime of your fear;

I will hold my hand out to you,

speak the peace you long to hear.

I will weep when you are weeping;

when you laugh I'll laugh with you;

I will share your joy and sorrow,

till we've seen this journey through.

When we sing to God in heaven,

we shall find such harmony,

born of all we've known together

of Christ's love and agony.



Brother, sister, let me serve you;

let me be as Christ to you;

pray that l may have the grace to

let you be my servant too.

(Richard Gillard (1953-)

We say together this prayer:

Lord Jesus Christ,

you have taught us

that what we do for the least of our

brothers and sisters we do

also for you:

give us the will to be the servants of others

as you were the servant of all

and gave up your life and died for us,

but are alive and reign now and forever.

Amen.

The Table Of Fellowship - And Of Farewell
We remember how Jesus broke bread in fellowship with his friends, and yet this fellowship is feeling

the strain of fear, confusion and betrayal. It is at this moment that Jesus gives them this meal of

communion.

John 14.15-31 (NIV)

(From The Gospel of John, The Lumo Project, www.lumoproject.com)

“If you love me, keep my commands. And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another

advocate to help you and be with you forever— the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept him,

because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will be[c] in

you. I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. Before long, the world will not see me

anymore, but you will see me. Because I live, you also will live. On that day you will realize that I am

in my Father, and you are in me, and I am in you. Whoever has my commands and keeps them is the

one who loves me. The one who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I too will love them and

show myself to them.”

http://www.lumoproject.com
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+14&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26686c


Then Judas (not Judas Iscariot) said, “But, Lord, why do you intend to show yourself to us and not to

the world?”

Jesus replied, “Anyone who loves me will obey my teaching. My Father will love them, and we will

come to them and make our home with them. Anyone who does not love me will not obey my

teaching. These words you hear are not my own; they belong to the Father who sent me.

“All this I have spoken while still with you. But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will

send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you.

Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your

hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.

“You heard me say, ‘I am going away and I am coming back to you.’ If you loved me, you would be

glad that I am going to the Father, for the Father is greater than I. I have told you now before it

happens, so that when it does happen you will believe. I will not say much more to you, for the

prince of this world is coming. He has no hold over me, but he comes so that the world may learn

that I love the Father and do exactly what my Father has commanded me.

“Come now; let us leave.

Song

Here is bread, here is wine,

Christ is with us - He is with us;

Break the bread, drink the wine -

Christ is with us here.

Here is grace, here is peace,

Christ is with us - He is with us;

Know His grace, find His peace -

Feast on Jesus here.

In this bread there is healing,

In this cup there's life forever;

In this moment, by the Spirit

Christ is with us here.

Here we are, joined in one,

Christ is with us - He is with us;

We'll proclaim, till He comes -

Jesus crucified.

Graham Kendrick



Sharing God’s Peace

Jesus says ‘Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. Do not let your hearts be

troubled, neither let them be afraid.’

The peace of the Lord be always with you.

All And also with you

Jesus And His Friends Go Out Into The Night

We remember Jesus and his friends leave their meal and go out to Gethsemane garden, to that

familiar place of fellowship  where he will be found and arrested.

John 18.1-9 (NIV)

(From The Gospel of John, The Lumo Project, www.lumoproject.com)

When he had finished praying, Jesus left with his disciples and crossed the Kidron Valley. On the

other side there was a garden, and he and his disciples went into it. Now Judas, who betrayed him,

knew the place, because Jesus had often met there with his disciples. So Judas came to the garden,

guiding a detachment of soldiers and some officials from the chief priests and the Pharisees. They

were carrying torches, lanterns and weapons. Jesus, knowing all that was going to happen to him,

went out and asked them, “Who is it you want?”

“Jesus of Nazareth,” they replied.

“I am he,” Jesus said. (And Judas the traitor was standing there with them.) When Jesus said, “I am

he,” they drew back and fell to the ground.

Again he asked them, “Who is it you want?” “Jesus of Nazareth,” they said.

Jesus answered, “I told you that I am he. If you are looking for me, then let these men go.” This

happened so that the words he had spoken would be fulfilled: “I have not lost one of those you gave

me.” Then Simon Peter, who had a sword, drew it and struck the high priest’s servant, cutting off his

right ear. (The servant’s name was Malchus.)

Jesus commanded Peter, “Put your sword away! Shall I not drink the cup the Father has given me?”

http://www.lumoproject.com


Song:

Jesus, show us how to pray,

facing times that numb and stun.

Are there any words to say

"Not my will, but yours be done"?

When we ask our angry "Why?"

When our tears have just begun,

still, as you have prayed, we cry

"Not my will, but yours be done!"

When our hopes are hollowed out,

all our prayers roll into one -

filled with fear and nagging doubt,

"Not my will, but yours be done!"

God, our hope is out of reach.

Hear us, as you heard your Son!

We know you respond to each

"Not my will, but yours be done."

Adam Tice

The Lord's Prayer

We say together the prayer that Jesus taught us:

Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.

Lead us not into temptation

but deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power

and the glory are yours,

now and forever.  Amen.



The Stripping of the Table

The table of fellowship is stripped and left bare, leaving only the lit candle .

Psalm 88  (KJV)

1 O lord God of my salvation, I have cried day and night before thee:

2 Let my prayer come before thee: incline thine ear unto my cry;

3 For my soul is full of troubles: and my life draweth nigh unto the grave.

4 I am counted with them that go down into the pit: I am as a man that hath no strength:

5 Free among the dead, like the slain that lie in the grave, whom thou rememberest no more: and

they are cut off from thy hand.

6 Thou hast laid me in the lowest pit, in darkness, in the deeps.

7 Thy wrath lieth hard upon me, and thou hast afflicted me with all thy waves.

8 Thou hast put away mine acquaintance far from me; thou hast made me an abomination unto

them: I am shut up, and I cannot come forth.

9 Mine eye mourneth by reason of affliction: Lord, I have called daily upon thee, I have stretched out

my hands unto thee.

10 Wilt thou shew wonders to the dead? shall the dead arise and praise thee?

11 Shall thy lovingkindness be declared in the grave? or thy faithfulness in destruction?

12 Shall thy wonders be known in the dark? and thy righteousness in the land of forgetfulness?

13 But unto thee have I cried, O Lord; and in the morning shall my prayer prevent thee.

14 Lord, why castest thou off my soul? Why hidest thou thy face from me?

15 I am afflicted and ready to die from my youth up: while I suffer thy terrors I am distracted.

16 Thy fierce wrath goeth over me; thy terrors have cut me off.

17 They came round about me daily like water; they compassed me about together.

18 Lover and friend hast thou put far from me, and mine acquaintance into darkness

A moment of silence

The hour has come for the Son of Man to be handed over to the power of sinners.

All And it is written ‘I will strike the Shepherd and the sheep will be scattered.’

The candle is extinguished. We leave suddenly, in darkness and in silence.
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