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Rotary International District: 7980
District Governor: Larry Gardner
Club President: Eileen Flug

July 13, 2018
Westport Inn

Opener: Steve Violette
Program: Rachel Virgo, NonProfit Fundraising
Greeters: Krueger, Stahl, Wong (but not Ralph July 6 and
13)
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LAST WEEK'S GUESTS:
Peter Fazekas  Aquarion  Great Duck Race
sponsor
Joanne and Clay Bassett
Tony Mozzarella  Maury Hill
Vinnie and Robin Penna  Penna  sponsors
Great Duck Race
Angela Clarke  guest of Nick
PLEASE WRITE GUEST NAMES AND
AFFILIATIONS CLEARLY.
Raquel Virgo will speak to
Westport Sunrise Rotary
this Friday July 13, 2018
Raquel Virgo has over a
decade of experience in
fundraising for nonprofits in
New York City and
Connecticut. Raquel has
raised more than $20 million
for causes related to youth,
education, workforce
development,
homelessness, criminal
justice reform, and environmental education. Raquel
currently serves as the Founder and Managing Consultant
of a fundraising consulting firm, Women of Change, in
which she works with several nonprofits in CT, NY, TX and
VA.

photos from friday
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ken opens on time
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mark presents current and past presidents (Eileen and
Ron) with a maker faire certificate for WSR

craig had a great time in colorado
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(a very proud dad of a future air force officer)

tom talks about pickleball and shows off a today USA
TODAY article about pickleball
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mario gets a duck for his grandson (he's been a great
helper over the years)
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pat won the raffle, ken forgot the wine
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nick talked about jumping out of a plane

Nick's Notes:
I was honored by the
reception I got last Friday in
respect of my skydive a
week ago (see picture
below) but I'm sure you will
https://ui.constantcontact.com/visualeditor/visual_editor_preview.jsp?agent.uid=1130920262155&format=html&print=true
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read all about it in the
Times. Wouldn't it be a good
idea to have a Westport
Sunrise Rotary Club skydive
day. I am thinking of October
6th and already about five
people have expressed
interest. We'll have to figure
out how to use it as a
fundraiser. My jump was for
the Undies Project to which I
made a modest donation. You may remember that they
spoke to us earlier this year. Boy, that'd show the 'other
club' a thing or two. Finally, you have to weigh under
230 lbs, so one or two of you who may have the desire
should contact Weight Watchers immediately.

My friend Janet Evelyn's NICE FESTIVAL (NORWALK
INTERNATIONAL CULTURAL EXCHANGE) took place last
Saturday in South Norwalk. Thousands of people were
in attendance which featured mariachi
music, reggae, flamenco, native dances from all over the
world performed and there was the yummiest food
services. You also could buy beer and wine. Although I did
pass out flyers, the only Rotarian I encountered was Allan
Cramer, (ex should I say) who was suitably charmed by
the whole thing. All in all, an exciting day out for the whole
family.
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What else.
Bank workers in Tinsukia, India (I bet there were dancers
from there at the NICE festival) discovered a dead rat
inside a cash machine. Beside it was the equivalent of
$19,000 in rupees. There has to be a moral there
somewhere.
A 24 yearold Englishman was banned by the court from
contacting his parents for five years. He wanted money
and sometimes phoned them thirty times a day.
As you know, this column is entirely nonpolitical.
However, I should mention that those in the UK who are
planning huge protests against the forthcoming visit by
President Trump do not represent the view of the country
as a whole, which regardless of their personal opinions
about the man, feel that a state visit by the
current president of the USA should be treated with the
dignity and respect that the office deserves

Birthday Boys Celebrate  And Nick Jumps In
We sang  if that's what you call our renditions  Happy
Birthday to two July 3 birthday boys, Tom Lowrie, who
turned 90, and Joe Watson, who still has a while to go.
We honored a few Great Duck Race sponsors two weeks
ago, and most of the rest last Friday. Last week's thank
yous from Race Chair Joe Watson went to Vin Penna for
what he does every year  get those ducks into the water;
Clay and Joanne Basset, representing Gault Family
Companies, again, not only for this year, but also for their
continuing support; Peter Fazekas, for Aquarion, who
provided drinking water for our race goers; Tom Ayres,
who counseled the committee on avoiding liabilities, and
whose firm, Daigle & Travers Insurance, provided
coverage to mitigate problems; our bankers, Frankie
Smith for Patriot Bank, which issued the Visa debit cards
we awarded to our winners, and Rob Hauck for Webster
Bank's support and to both individually for their hard work
keeping track of every ticket; Sheila Kennan for first time
sponsor Teed and Brown; and to Ira Bloom and Ken
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Bernhardt, whose law firms, Berchem & Moses and Cohen
& Wolf, also for their ongoing support of all the club's
programs.
Among other sponsors that are being thanked by the two
who brought them in, Ron Holtz and Jeff Cohen, are
Bankwell and Peoples' United Banks, Westport Honda and
Commerce Park Pediatric Dental and Orthodontics, Wells
Fargo Advisors, Newman's Own Foundation and Terex.
We thank every one of our sponsors who helped make
this Duck Race the greatest ever  and hope they will be a
part of our Wine Tasting.
Occasionally our speaker has to cancel at the last
moment. Last Friday was one of those days. In his place
we heard from two great impromptu standins.
Tom Lowrie offered more about pickleball than we non
players have garnered from his previous comments. The
game was created by badminton player wannabes who
couldn't find a shuttlecock, then made the rest up as they
went along. It dates to 1972, to the Bainbridge Island, WA,
home of Joel Pritchard  who later became that state's
Lieutenant Governor.
A pickleball court is one quarter the size of a tennis court.
Like tennis, matches can be singles or doubles. Players
are separated by a badminton net lowered so its bottom
touches the ground. They hit an oversized wiffle ball with
a solid racket a bit larger than one used for ping pong.
Players serve underhand, the ball must bounce before
serve can be returned, and only the server can score. Tom
added a few more rules about "dinking," hitting the ball
near the net before it hits the ground.
He held up an article about pickleball in the morning's
"USA Today." The article was about how as many as 6,000
prisoners incarcerated in Chicago's Cook County Jail play
pickleball. It also cited Naples, FL, as the center of US
pickleball. Tom said the US Open Championship was held
there last week and drew 8,000 spectators.
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He reminded us that there are two courts near the skate
park at Compo Beach, and invited everyone to learn the
game.
Plans are afoot for a club end of Summer BYO cook out
and pickleball social at the beach, tentatively scheduled
for August 21 at 5:30. If you're interested, let me know. If
you're interested and don't have a Beach Pass be sure to
let me know so we can get you a pass for the evening.
At the behest of Joe Hawley Tom showed his card with
title "Pickleball Ambassador," and remarked that his
brother was a Foreign Service officer for 35 years. He
retired one level below ambassador. Now the Lowrie
family has its ambassador!
Eileen mentioned Dan Woog's piece about the celebration
of Tom's birthday with a pickleball gathering on Tuesday.
Nick Clarke entertained us with the story of his twice
cancelled sky dive for The Undies Project. He made the
jump at an airfield in Ellington, Conn.
"The experience is almost impossible to describe."
The sky divers got seated in the plane, backs to the pilot.
The plane bumped to a start, gathered speed, took off and
needed about 15 minutes to get up to the 14,000 jumping
altitude.
This was not our adventurer's first jump. He had made
another about 20 years ago, with a static line  a fail safe
approach in which a cable running from the plane to the
diver's chute goes taut when the diver has cleared the
plane and yanks his chute open.
But for this jump Nick was firmly strapped, back to an
experienced jumper's chest. So Nick really just went along
for the ride.
Just before it came his turned he thought to himself "I do
hope I don't screw up.
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"When it's your turn you crouch, hold the straps of your
parachute." He got tapped on the shoulder. His jumping
partner said "just leave it to me.
"The doors open, people start jumping "and just
disappear..
"All of a sudden you're in the air. There's no sense of
falling. You can't see the ground.
"The only thing you notice is your ears are flapping in the
wind." He had paid to have a videographer shoot his his
jump, and commented "When you look at the video it's a
very ugly experience."
His dive partner asked if he wanted to steer. "That's why
I'm paying you."
"The fellow pulls the rip cord. All of a sudden there's a
jerk, and for the next ten minutes you're floating slowly
down, enjoying beautiful views.
"As you get close to the ground he said 'bend your knees
just before you land.'"
He landed "with no harm done... A couple of butterflies,
but nothing scary.
"It's a lovely thing to do. You have to get out of your
comfort zone."
"Sky diving is a safe sport," he said, and added "there's
no reason why we shouldn't have a Sunrise Rotary jump."
Joe Hawley asked about the cost. Nick replied "$200, but
of course when we all do it together, it will be just a
fraction of that. We'll charter a whole plane."
He signed up for two more jumps, plus a videographer.
And now he's looking for companions.
(Roy Fuchs)

Westport Sunrise Rotary
Board of Directors' Meeting
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June 4, 2018
Attendance: Ron Holtz, Phil Sharlach, Ralph Krueger,
Eileen Flug, Helen Garten, Liz Wong, Yvonne Senturia, Jeff
Cohen
Guests: Rick Jaffe and Joe Renzulli
1. President's comments: Ron
1. Current members notified that they can (for cost)
order replacement badges
with the new badge order Ron is placing.
1. Ron requested assistance with notes for the
homeless that he has been
requested to bring to Zone Membership meeting.
1. Ron thanked the current board for their service.

1. Secretary's report: Yvonne
After two edits, May minutes approved (Eileen proposed;
Phil seconded)
unanimously.
1. Treasurer's report: Phil
1. 20172018 dues
All members current on dues payments. Two members
have prepaid for next payment period. Current bank
balance is $17,800. After anticipated expenses, and
traditional $4,000 carryover towards RI July dues, expect
at least $7,000 surplus in checking account. Eileen and
Helen proposed, as in prior years, that this excess be
divided between the following: charitable giving,
international service and youth service. Ron disagreed,
so action deferred to July board meeting.
1. Meal reimbursements
https://ui.constantcontact.com/visualeditor/visual_editor_preview.jsp?agent.uid=1130920262155&format=html&print=true
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Helen and others inquired about Joe Watson's
reimbursement for Chamber of Commerce breakfast, as a
question of policy. Eileen pointed out that WSR members
do not submit for reimbursement, for example, when we
attend noon rotary meetings. Discussion concluded with
Jeff reminding the board that the idea of volunteering is
that you give your time and effort in support of the
organization. If you go somewhere and eat breakfast, you
pay for your own breakfast. Eileen suggested that we
honor the commitment made by Ron to Joe and John, and
requested that the board formally endorse going forward
what has been the policy of this club: members pay for
their own food. This was agreed by the board.
1. Billing for coming fiscal year
After discussion, with the anticipated surplus and the
knowledge that neither RI nor
district dues are changing, Yvonne moved (Helen second)
that WSR member dues for 20182019 remain unchanged
from 20172018. Approved unanimously.
1. Breakfast payments
Rick Jaffe noted a reluctance on the part of some greeters
to collect breakfast payments
from R85 members and from guests. Payment rules were
discussed:
Prospective members do not pay for their first three
meetings. Speakers do not pay for breakfast. Officials
from RI or the district do not pay when on official
business.
Any guest who has attended three meetings and not
submitted a membership application pays for breakfast.
R85 members pay $12 when they eat breakfast.
Joe Renzulli pointed out that it has been the practice of
the club for years, for members inducted within one
month of the beginning of a billing cycle, to forward date
their membership to the beginning of the new month so
they are not billed for those weeks. Ron indicated the
four prospective members whose applications will be
discussed this evening have already been notified that
while their induction would be scheduled for June 15th,
their payments would not begin until July 1st.
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Motion to approve May treasurer's report (Jeff moved;
June seconded) passed unanimously.
1. Membership Committee: Ron
1. Four prospective members submitted
applications after attending three
meetings. Each were told by Ron to volunteer for two
committees. After discussion, each of the following
applicants were unanimously approved: Micki McCabe,
Michael Mombello, Martin Mossakowski and Brian
Nathanson.
1. Ron would like volunteers to man table at the (twice
rescheduled) dog festival
for membership, even though will be too late to sell duck
tickets.
1. Bylaws Committee: Eileen
Eileen met with Karen and Yvonne to modify standard RI
bylaws for Sunrise
Rotary, and this draft was circulated for full board review.
Eileen asked specifically for board input on term limits,
which were set at one year for president, three years for
treasurer and five consecutive years for other board
members starting July 1, 2018. Joe Renzulli volunteered
to provide the old bylaws for comparison. After
discussion, the bylaws committee agreed to provide
further revisions for discussion at the July board meeting.
1. Proposed 20182019 WSR Board of Directors: Eileen
The following nominated slate was unanimously approved
(Phil moved; Liz
seconded) for presentation to the membership:
President  Eileen Flug
PresidentElect  Karen Kleine
Immediate Past President  Ron Holtz
Secretary  Yvonne Senturia
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Treasurer and Sunrise Rotary Foundation Chair  Jeff
Cohen
Membership Chair  June Getraer
Programs Chair  Ralph Krueger
Hands on CoChair  Rob Hauck
Hands on CoChair  Bruce Paul
Charitable Giving Chair  Helen Garten
Youth Services CoChair  Justin Phillips
Youth Services CoChair  Pat Riemersma
International Chair  Rick Jaffe
Rotary International Foundation Chair  Joe Renzulli
At Large Director  Mark Soboslai
1. Budget Committee: Eileen
Eileen and Jeff hope to have 20182019 budget ready for
presentation at the July board
meeting.
1. Club Events
1. 30th Anniversary
Eileen working with Sheila on an early November party.
1. Changeover Party will be June 28th
2. Ed Horne Day will be June 15

1. Duck Race: Joe Watson
Jim Marpe issued Sunny Day proclamation.
1. Sunshine: June Getraer
Contribution in memory of Jean Lowry, Tom's wife.
1. Speakers: Ralph Krueger
1. June 8th  Duck Race
2. June 15th  Ed Horne Day
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Meeting adjourned 7:07pm.
Next Board of Directors meeting will be July 9th, instead
of July 2nd.
Respectfully submitted,
Yvonne Senturia

Westport Sunrise Rotary Club Assembly
June 29, 2018
8:00  9:00 am
Presiding officer for Club Assembly: President Eileen Flug
1. Financial Report: Phil Sharlach
Review of 20172018 finances, including explanation of
why email billing to members for July  December was
sent in early June: the bills for per member payments to
district and Rotary International are received in early July.
Handout from this presentation is attached.
1. Membership Committee: Ron Holtz
Review of membership. With four new members inducted
in June, the total membership as of July 1st will be 73 (64
regular members and 9 Rule of 85). He emphasized the
importance of engagement, particularly helping the
newest members establish a role in their club. He cited
the involvement of Joe Watson and Mike Davis in the duck
race as examples.
1. Youth Services: Bruce Paul
Review of year's activities. The three major programs are
RYLA, Student of the Month, and the World Affairs
Seminar, held annually at Carroll University in Waukesha,
https://ui.constantcontact.com/visualeditor/visual_editor_preview.jsp?agent.uid=1130920262155&format=html&print=true
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Wisc. We will again send two Staples students and two
from Bridge Academy.

1. International Services: Rick Jaffe
Review of year's activities. Report attached.
1. Charitable Giving: Yvonne Senturia for Helen Garten
Review of year's activities. This year, because of the hard
work of members, the charitable giving committee had a
record $59,000 to distribute. We received applications
from 43 charitable organizations and made awards
ranging from $1000 to $3900 to 28 different charities.
Report attached.
1. HandsOn: Rob Hauck
The Hands On committee participates in multiple events,
including the PreSuper Bowl Food Drive, "an outstanding
event that fills Gillespie Center's coffers for about six
months;" the Maker Faire in April; the July 4th barbecue
for Gillespie residents; the Library Book Sale in midJuly;
Read Aloud Day in Bridgeport in October; and the
Thanksgiving Day meal service at Saugatuck
Congregational Church, "a heart warming event."

1. Election of WSR Board of Directors: officers and
directors
The following Board of Directors' slate was adopted
unanimously by those present:
President: Eileen Flug
President elect: Karen Kleine
Immediate PastPresident: Ron Holtz
Treasurer and Club Foundation Chair: Jeff Cohen
Secretary: Yvonne Senturia
Membership Chair: June Getraer
Programs Chair: Ralph Krueger
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Hands On CoChair: Rob Hauck
Hands On CoChair: Bruce Paul
Charitable Giving Chair: Helen Garten
Youth Services CoChair: Justin Phillips
Youth Services CoChair: Pat Riemersma
International Chair: Rick Jaffe
Rotary International Foundation Chair: Joe Renzulli
At Large Director: Mark Soboslai
Meeting adjourned at 9:00am
Respectfully submitted
Yvonne Senturia

July Birthdays

Tom Lowrie  July 3
Joe Watson  July 3
Brian Strong  July 13
Phil Sharlach  July 16
John Krubski  July 20
Charlie Haberstroh  July 21
Hal Levy  July 24
Ann Lloyd  July 26
Jen Tooker  July 27

JOIN ROTARY AND CHANGE THE WORLD
(VIDEO)
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(sourced by Dennis Wong)

IDENTIFYING PROSPECTIVE MEMBERS FOR OUR CLUB
Think of your contacts, acquaintances, friends and family
members who might qualify for membership in the Club. It's
not necessary to know whether they are ready to join Rotary.
Professional Contacts:
Consider your supervisor, current and former colleagues,
acquaintances from professional associations and people you
have done business with recently.
Service Contacts:
Consider neighbors, community leaders and acquaintances
who have volunteered with you on Rotary or nonRotary
events or service projects.
Community Contacts:
For example:
Medical Professionals, Real Estate Agents, Financial
Managers/Planners, Religious Leaders, Lawyers, Business
Consultants, Accountants, Veterinarians, NonProfit
Professionals, School Administrators, Social Workers
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Have a name?
Send it in with some contact info.
jbcohen27@gmail.com

On the first Saturday of
each month, two Rotarian's
are assigned to deliver and
serve meals to the
homeless at the Gillespie Center. Please contact
Bruce Paul
bruce.a.paul@gmail.com
June 2, 2018: Michael Davis, Colleen Palmer
July 7, 2018: Mario SaCouto, Wendy Stahl, Roy Fuchs, Rob HAuck,
Tim Wetmore
August 4, 2018: Gail Lavielle, Bob Galan
September 1, 2018: Jeff Cohen, Leigh Overland
October 6, 2018: Brian Strong, Sridhar Subramanian
November 3, 2018: Linda Bruce, Jenn Tooker
December 1, 2018: Yvonne Senturia, Ken Bernhard

The Crier includes the
"Club Calendar", where the
upcoming Club events are
listed. Please submit event information to:
jbcohen27@gmail.com

Sunrise Rotary Club members
serve as greeters and deliver
the openers at the Club
meetings on a rotating basis. If
a member is unavailable on the
assigned date, it is essential that he or she find a replacement and
submit the name to:
jbcohen27@gmail.com

Greeters
2018
June

Davis, Hill, Senturia
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July
August
September

Wong, Stahl, Krueger
Kaner, Riemersma, Ayres
Kirby, Keenan, Holtz

Meeting Openers
July

6
13
20
27

August

3
10
17
24
31

September 7
14
21
28

Bernhard
Violette
Masumian
Schexnaildre
Bloom
Harmer
Jaffe
Lavielle
Mandell
Hill
Muktavaran
Senturia
Press

Programs
June 29: Club Assembly
July 6th:
July 13th: Nonprofit Fundraising
July 20th: Wakeman Town Farm
July 27th: Beardsley Zoo
Westport Sunrise Rotary Club Board Meetings
Usually the first Monday of the month 5:307PM in Town Hall Room 201.
All are welcome.

Rotary's commitment to
Service Above Self has
been channeled through
the Avenues of Service,
which form the foundation of club activity. Club Service (Fun,
Fellowship and Fundraising) Club Service focuses on strengthening
fellowship and ensuring the smooth functioning of Rotary clubs.

Vocational Service (FourWayTest)
Vocational Service involves club members serving others through their
professions and aspiring to high ethical standards. Rotarians, as
business leaders, share skills and expertise through their vocations, and
they inspire others in the process.
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Community Service (Charitable Giving and Hands
On) Community Service is the opportunity Rotary clubs have to
implement club projects and activities that improve life in the local
community.

International Service (International Projects and
PolioEradication)
International Service encompasses efforts to expand Rotary's
humanitarian reach around the world and to promote world
understanding and peace. It includes everything from contributing to
Polio Plus to helping Rotary Youth Exchange students adjust to their host
countries.

New Generations Service ( Rising Young Voices)
New Generations Service recognizes the positive change implemented
by youth and young adults through leadership development activities
such as RYLA Rotaract and Interact club service projects, and creating
international understanding with Rotary Youth Exchange.

President: Eileen Lavigne Flug
Past President: Ron Holtz
President Elect: Karen Kleine
Secretary: Yvonne Senturia
Treasurer and Sunrise Rotary Foundation President: Jeff Cohen
Membership Chair: June Getraer
Program Chair: Ralph Krueger
Hands On CoChair: Bruce Paul
Hands On CoChair: Rob Hauck
Charitable Giving Chair: Helen Garten
Youth Services: Justin Phillips
Youth Services: Pat Riemersma
International Chair: Rick Jaffe
Rotary International Foundation Chair: Joe Renzulli
Member at Large: Mark Soboslai
Member at Large: Liz Wong

Editor/ Photographer

Jeff Cohen

Reporter/Photographer Roy Fuchs
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Columnist

Nick Clarke

The Westport Sunrise
Rotary Club meets
7:30 AM every Friday
Morning at
The Westport Inn
1595 Post Road East.
Meetings are open to all Rotarians and their guests.

Stay Connected with us!

Place article copy here. Be sure to make the articles short and concise as people tend not to
read much more than a couple of paragraphs. Place article copy here.

Westport Sunrise Rotary , P.O. Box 43, Westport, CT 068810043
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