
A BAD HOTEL PLAN…
JUST GOT WORSE 

First, the City Council ignored public input regarding the Hotel 
location. Now, the latest City proposal makes the plan unacceptable. 

TOO HIGH. The proposed Hotel looms up to 63 feet on 
the eastside of Livermore Avenue – just 2 feet less than 
the fly tower of the Bankhead Theater. With the historic 
Blacksmith Square just 1 story on the westside, the entrance 
to the center of our downtown on Livermore Avenue would 
become lopsided and overwhelmed by the Hotel.

The City Council’s Downtown Plan
Marchand, Woerner, Spedowfski and Carling voted YES.  

Coomber voted NO.
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IT’S NOT TOO LATE. ASK THE CITY COUNCIL TO  
CHANGE THE PIECES AND GET THIS PLAN RIGHT!

SIGN THE PETITION AT VIBRANTLIVERMORE.COM/PETITION
1. Analysis provided by Dan T Smith, SMITH Engineering and Management, Union City, CA, of proposed hotel plan approved at Livermore Planning Commission on August 13, 2018.

2. The existing 163 stalls on both sides of Livermore Avenue will be lost: 63 on the eastside and about 100 on the westside. In addition, the City’s parking requirements for new businesses should be met: 156 for the Eastside Hotel [planning commission 
staff report, August 7th, 2018, page 8] and 24 for the new retail near Blacksmith Square on the westside, for a total of 180 stalls. The total new stalls needed to replace lost stalls and cover the city’s requirements for new facilities are 343. The City’s plan 
provides 209 stalls: 120 underneath the Hotel, 20 surface spaces near the Hotel, 57 on an I Street surface lot, and 12 surface spaces on an east/west road on the westside of Livermore Avenue [Downtown Livermore Core Concept Illustration-March 14 
and downtown specific plan-chapter 8, page 2, amended August 2018]. The gap between those needed and those provided in the high use Livermore Avenue area is about 134.

3. Video about Downtown Traffic & Parking by City Engineer Cheri Sheets on May 11, 2017 at minute 17:30 for the Steering Committee

4. Greg Oates article for Skift-January 30, 2015 “Hyatt Launches New Centric Brand.”

LIVERMORE
BEWARE

Livermore residents supported a hotel on the westside of Livermore Avenue by a 3-1 majority 
during the City Outreach Process. Unfortunately, the City Council ignored the public and put the 

Hotel on the eastside. They said their plan was better. But at the August 7th Planning Commission 
meeting, new problems with the Eastside Hotel jumped out.

LOWER QUALITY BRAND. The community was promised 
a boutique hotel, an upscale Marriott Autograph Collection. 
Hyatt Centric is replacing it, a lesser quality brand designed for 
travelers who are “just too busy to get worked up over ‘design 
hotels’ anymore.”4 In addition, the proposed Hotel restaurant 
has been eliminated. 

POOR ARCHITECTURE. The architectural design is low 
quality, not one that creates a unique, inspiring, wine country hotel. 
The materials and design copy those that the architect has created 
elsewhere. They do not blend with historic downtown Livermore. 

INCREASED TRAFFIC. There is space in the Hotel 
entrance on Livermore Avenue for only two cars at a 
time.1 Cars will back up into Livermore Avenue. Those 
entering and leaving the Hotel will have to make U-turns, 
multiple left hand turns across traffic, or drive around 
the entire Hotel/Bankhead/Cinema block. There is no 
City study of this serious traffic impact that would affect 
the already congested Livermore and Railroad Avenue 
intersection and connecting streets. 

LOSS OF PARKING. The plan does not state whether the Hotel or the public has priority use of the parking under the 
Hotel, surface parking next to the hotel and on the I Street surface lot north of the hotel. The City cannot have it both 
ways. Assuming the City must meet the minimal requirements for the Hotel, the plan currently reduces existing public 
parking stalls on either side of Livermore Avenue by 134 stalls.2

INCREASED CITY COSTS. By leasing the underground 
parking from the Hotel, the City is subsidizing parking for Hotel 
guests. According to City staff, underground parking increases 
the cost to build and operate by 60%.3 The city is incurring many 
other Hotel related expenses as well.
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