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The Livermore Council’s Downtown Plan 
portrays sidewalks and landscaping as  
public “open space.” It even includes  
the site for the Black Box Theater. 

Don’t be fooled!

WATCH OUT FOR 
FAKE OPEN SPACE

 30% of the City Council’s public “open space” is fake. The Council says that 
there are 3.54 acres of open space in their Downtown Plan. But a close analysis 
shows that the number actually set aside for public parkland is only 2.47 acres!
 The City is misleading citizens. It seems to be using a legalistic term for 
“open space”, that is, just space that is not taken up with buildings.1 This is 
quite different from a publicly accessible park. When the City uses open space 
in its newsletter, citizens assume that the City is using the common meaning  
of “open space” – land available as public parkland.
 The City Council counts sidewalks in their “open space” total. These 
include the sidewalks running from the new east/west street called Veteran’s 
Way in between buildings to First Street.2

 Landscaping for residential apartments is also added into the Council’s 
“open space” numbers. One of the chief flaws of the Council’s Downtown Plan 
is that a 130-unit apartment complex dominates the center of the site. The City 
is saying that landscaping for these private apartments should count as public 
open space for the rest of us.3

 Most surprising, the Council includes the proposed Black Box Theater 
site in its “open space” figure. The Council has entered into an Exclusive 
Negotiating Rights Agreement with Shakespeare Associates for the 
development of a Black Box Theater on the very site that the Council is also 
checking off as “open space.”4 They can’t have it both ways! 

THERE IS TIME FOR A BETTER PLAN
The Community Group is committed to a plan with real open space and the 
grand Central Park that Livermore deserves. Let us know your ideas at 
VibrantLivermore.com!

1. City definition of Open Space: Any parcel or area of land or water that is essentially unimproved. Open space 
may be privately or publicly owned, and may be used for recreation or may be restricted from public use. http://
www.cityoflivermore.net/civicax/filebank/documents/6104; 2. In its February 1, 2018 newsletter, the City shows 
sidewalks from Veteran’s Way to First Street as part of its “open space” calculation; 3. In its February 1, 2018 
newsletter, the City shows residential landscaping as part of its “open space” calculation; 4. In its February 1, 
2018 newsletter, the City states that the Black box Theater site is counted in its “open space” number.


