Grace and peace!
Wherever you are on
your faith
journey, you are
welcome here. If you
are looking for a
church home, we invite
you to join us in
serving and
worshiping God and
enjoying fellowship
together. Please seek
out, call or email a
pastor, or speak to the
elder who stands at the
front of the sanctuary
following each
worship service. She or
he will arrange for you
to meet with the
Session and be
received into
membership. All who
follow Jesus Christ
may become
a member.
Children are welcome
in all worship services
here. We are aware
that young children
may find it challenging
to participate in the
entire service. So,
during the 11 a.m. service, children 5 years
and younger are
invited to the nursery
right after “Passing the
Peace.”

THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY
Sunday, October 2, 2016
Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost
World Communion Sunday
8:45 & 11:00 a.m.

Preparation for Worship
“Like humility, generosity comes from seeing that
everything we have and everything we accomplish
comes from God's grace and God's love for us.
In the African understanding of ubuntu, our humility
and generosity also come from realizing that we could
not be alive, nor could we accomplish anything, without
the support, love, and generosity of all the people who
have helped us to become the people we are today.
Certainly it is from experiencing this generosity of God
and the generosity of those in our life that we learn
gratitude and to be generous to others.”
Desmond Tutu, God Has a Dream

Beginning at 8:30 am childcare is available for infants— 5-year-olds on the
Children’s Hall in Rooms
101, 102, & 103.

T Coil
LOOP
Technology
available.

Claimed by the Triune God, we worship only God and are called by the Holy Spirit to share
the boundary-breaking love of Christ in our life together, in the heart of Asheville, and in the whole world.
First Presbyterian Church ♦ 40 Church Street ♦ Asheville NC 28801 ♦ 828-253-1431 ♦ www.fpcasheville.org

GATHERING BEFORE GOD
PRELUDE
INTROIT

Somos del Señor
(When We Are Living)
Praise, Praise, Praise the Lord!

EMMA LOU DIEMER This morning’s prelude is
Mexico an arrangement of Hymn
LOUEZ LE SEIGNEUR
Cameroon

Praise, Praise, Praise the Lord! Praise God’s holy name. Alleluia!
Praise God’s holy name. Alleluia! Praise God’s holy name. Alleluia!

PRAYER OF THE DAY
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

* HYMN 643

Now Thank We All Our God

NUN DANKET ALLE GOTT
Germany

CALL TO CONFESSION
Our God is a loving and generous God.
Therefore, let us confess our sins
that we may choose life and live.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Almighty God, full of mercy and grace:
You have called us to one table, but we have pursued our own course.
You have promised us the abundance of all creation,
but in our greed, and in our envy, the world goes without.
You have promised us the bread of life itself,
but in our pride, and in our arrogance, the world goes hungry.
You have promised us the waters of peace and justice,
but in our violence, and in our discord, the world goes thirsty.
And now we are famished, too, Lord. Have mercy on us.
Forgive us, again. Transform us, at this table, and for this table,
and send us from this table as servants of your righteousness,
by the power of your Son, our Lord.
Silent Confession

RESPONSE 576

Lord, Have Mercy

First time Cantors only; Second time congregation

DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS

SINGAPURA
Singapore

822 in our hymnal, “Glory
to God.”

(11:00 a.m.) During the
* RESPONSE
singing of the response,
children are invited to come
forward to the
chancel for the Children’s
Moment.

We Have Seen the Lord

NIMEMWONA BWANA
TANZANIA

CHILDREN’S MOMENT (11:00 a.m.)
* PASSING OF THE PEACE
Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us also forgive one another.
The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
And also with you.

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

PROCLAIMING THE WORD
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
Thy Word Is a Lamp unto My Feet
Thy word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path.
Thy word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path.

THY WORD
U. S. A.

SCRIPTURE LESSON: Isaiah 55:1-11
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 150

SCRIPTURE LESSON: 2 Corinthians 9:8-12
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

SERMON

“An Invitation to Abundance”
A Time for Silent Reflection

Patrick Johnson

The music is found in
#458.

RESPONDING TO THE WORD
Look at the World

ANTHEM

John Rutter

FPC Choristers & Chancel Choir

Great Britain

Look at the world, everything all around us;
Look at the world, and marvel every day.
Look at the world: so many joys and wonders, so many miracles along our way.
(Refrain)
Praise to thee, O Lord, for all creation, Give us thankful hearts, that we may see;
All the gifts we share, and every blessing, All things come of thee.
Look at the earth bringing forth fruit and flower;
Look at the sky, the sunshine and the rain;
Look at the hills, look at the trees and mountains,
valley and flowing river, field and plain:
(Refrain)
Think of the spring, think of the warmth of summer
bringing the harvest before the winter’s cold.
Everything grows, everything has a season, till it is gathered to the Father’s fold:
(Refrain)
Every good gift, all that we need and cherish comes from the Lord
in token of his love;
We are God’s hands, stewards of all God’s bounty;
God’s is the earth and the heavens above:
(Refrain)
* AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: (from the Belhar Confession)
We believe in one holy, universal Christian church,
the unity of the communion of saints of the entire human family.
And we believe that this unity of the people of God
must be manifest and active, in that we love one another;
that we give ourselves willingly and joyfully to one another,
that we all share one baptism together,
that we eat of one bread and drink of one cup together,
that we confess one name, one Lord, for one cause, with one hope,
which is the height and the breadth and the depth
of the love of Christ, forever and ever. Amen

MOMENT FOR MISSION

Ross Sloan, Stewardship Committee Chair

* INVITATION TO THE OFFERING
God provides us with every blessing in abundance;
With joy and gratitude, we return these gifts to God!

OFFERING
VOLUNTARY

All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly

Arr. Greg Bottomley
American Folk Tune

INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE
THE GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give our thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Responses: (Hymn 552 & 553)
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest.

We remember those who
participate in worship by
listening to recordings of
this service and/or by
receiving communion at
home:
Laura Deal
Carl Dobson
Angela Hardin
Milly Middleton
Bette Moore
Charles & Jean Bassett
John & Barbara Fletcher
Pat Kendall
Susan Hudson
Louise Williams

Cantor, then all:

We receive communion
this morning by
Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again.
intinction. For those in
the balcony and nave,
THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD
come forward by the
center aisle and return to
COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE
your seat by the side
aisle. For those seated in
Hymn 520
Taste and See
TASTE AND SEE
the side transepts, we
Congregation sings refrain; Cantor sings verses
will have servers come to
you. If you prefer a
Voluntary
Chant de Paix
JEAN LANGLAIS gluten-free option, please
(Song of Peace)
FRANCE come to the server in the
front-center of the
chancel. If you prefer to
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
remain seated, please
raise your hand after the
others have come
SENDING
forward and the meal
will be brought to you.
In celebration of World
* HYMN 659
Know that God is Good
MUNGU NI MWEMA
Communion Sunday,
DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF CONGO
our bread includes a
* CHARGE AND BENEDICTION
variety of styles
representing various
* POSTLUDE
Now Thank We All Our God
Robert Hobby cultures from around the
world.

* indicates stand as able
PERSONS ASSISTING IN WORSHIP TODAY:
Liturgists: Michael Poulos
Musicians: Jeremy Roberts, organist; Kim Thomas, Valorie Vliek, John Anglin, Cantors;
Chancel Choir; FPCA Chorister Choir

Copyright information: “We
Have Seen the Lord”, © 2003
Concordia Publishing House,
Reprinted Under OneLicense.net A-701813. Psalm
150,© 2008 Birnamwood
Publications (ASCAP).

God's Abundance
Verse: 2 Corinthian 9:8
"God is able to provide you with every blessing in abundance,
so that by always having enough of everything, you may share abundantly in every good work."
Our Church's Stewardship Celebration Sunday this year will be on Sunday, October 23rd. Following the 11:00 service
we will provide a lunch that will be free to all. While you are enjoying food and fellowship, the Stewardship
Committee will compile results of the Stewardship Program to share with you before you leave. Please call the
church office or email Penny Gibbs (pgibbs@fpcasheville.org) by October 11th to let her know how many adults and
children will be attending from your household, so that we can be sure to order the correct amount of food.
Please look for a letter from the Stewardship Committee and Patrick in the coming weeks that will explain more
about our church's Stewardship Program.
Questions can be directed to stewardship@fpcasheville.org or call Chair Ross Sloan (828-243-2385).

UPCOMING EVENTS
Adult Faith Development:
Today: Being Presbyterian: Foundations of Presbyterian Discipleship (Room 213) Introductory class
for folks visiting FPCA, new members, and anyone desiring to learn more about what it means to be a
Presbyterian.
Each Sunday: Coffee Talk 3.0 (Widman Room 107), The Thoughtful Christian” (Room 202),
First Bible Class (Room 112)
Connect, Learn, Grow: Small Group Study & Discussion Oct. 16, 23, 30, Nov 6, 13, 20
Come study scripture, engage in theological reflection, and deepen your faith and relationships in a
caring community. Each topic includes a DVD presentation by various scholars followed by small
group discussion. Details about each class are available in the Foyer and on our website.
Choice of topics for 6 weeks study: Prayer as the Gift of Presence, Biblical Exploration, and
To Become One: A Study of Unity in the Church
To sign up, use the pages in the Wallace Foyer, check the weekly E-Chronicle, or go to the website.
Hosting Room in the Inn, October 23-30
A program of Homeward Bound, Room in the Inn provides an overnight stay
of hospitality for women who otherwise would be homeless. Volunteers are needed to
load/unload mattresses, wash blankets, prepare dinners, serve as dinner hosts,
transport women back and forth to the AHOPE Day Center, and spend the night as
chaperones. Sign-up today at the receptionist desk of the Wallace Foyer lobby or online on our Outreach
journal. For more information about this ministry, contact Jean Corliss (jcorliss31@charter.net / 251-2307)
or Michael Poulos (mpoulos@fpcasheville.org, 253-1431 x 125).
Saturday Sanctuary: A Ministry of Hospitality A new season of service begins October 1
From October through March, we open our fellowship hall on Saturday afternoons (12:303:30PM) and offer a warm facility, serve a healthy lunch, enjoy movies & popcorn, provide
board games & prayer cards- all aimed at creating a safe place to be community with our
downtown neighbors. Sign up today on the table in the Wallace Foyer as well as on the
church’s website. Questions? Contact Terry Beamer (terry.beamer@att.net / 828-252-2854)

Special Schedule: Sunday, October 9
8:45 a.m. Worship at FPCA in the Chapel
~ No Faith Development ~
11:00 a.m. Worship at the Retreat in Montreat
We invite everyone to please come share closing worship with us in Montreat
even if you were unable to attend the retreat over the weekend.

WAYS TO ENGAGE IN OUR MISSION
Sunday, October 2: World Communion Sunday
* 8:45 & 11:00 Worship
* 9:45 a.m. Faith Development for All ages
4:30 p.m. Youth Choir
5:15 p.m. Youth Group
Monday, October 3
10:30 a.m. PW Bible Study (Room 112)
Tuesday, October 4
4:00 p.m. Worship Committee (Library)

Sunday, October 9
* 8:45 Worship in the Chapel at FPCA
* 11:00 a.m. Worship in Convocation Hall at
Montreat
Tuesday, October 11
5:30 p.m. Saturday Sanctuary Steering Committee
(Conference Room)
Wednesday, October 12
5:00 p.m. Mission Committee (Room 112)
* 5:00 p.m. Chorister Choir (2-5th Grade) Music Rm 1
* 7:00 p.m. Chancel Choir (Choir Room)

Wednesday, October 5
* 5:00 p.m. Chorister Choir (2-5th Grade) Music Rm 1
* 7:00 p.m. Chancel Choir (Choir Room)
Thursday, October 13
* 10:15 a.m. Time Out for Everyone
Thursday, October 6
6:15 p.m. Women’s Dinner Out at Cooper River
* 10:15 a.m. Time Out for Everyone
Grill
Friday, October 7
Saturday, October 15
3:30 p.m. Check-in at the ANNUAL RETREAT
12:30 p.m. Saturday Sanctuary (Fellowship Hall)
begins!
Sunday, October 16: 5 ¢ A Meal Hunger Offering
Saturday, October 8
Sign ups open for the Church Directory!
12:30 p.m. Saturday Sanctuary (Fellowship Hall)
* 8:45 & 11:00 Worship
* 9:45 a.m. Faith Development for All ages
4:30 p.m. Youth Choir
5:15 p.m. Youth Group

Our Partners in Ministry at 40 Church
Church Staff
Rev. Dr. Patrick Johnson, Pastor/Head of Staff x. 112 pjohnson@fpcasheville.org
Rev. Michael Poulos, Associate Pastor for Youth & Mission x. 125 mpoulos@fpcasheville.org
Nancy McNeill, Director of Faith Development x. 126 nmcneill@fpcasheville.org
Jeremy Roberts, Music Director x. 111 jroberts@fpcasheville.org
Robert Bauman, Maintenance x. 136
Dupree Davis, Property Manager x. 117 ddavis@fpcasheville.org
Penny Gibbs, Communications Secretary x. 120 pgibbs@fpcasheville.org
Jo Nan Hester, Finance Assistant x. 116 jhester@fpcasheville.org
Margo Searson, Finance Manager x. 114 msearson@fpcasheville.org

