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How was this book used? 

The music contained in this large book is a collection of music required for religious services. This music was sung by
monks at several services each day, and the reason for the large size of the book is so that the entire choir could see and
sing from the same copy! This book was definitely not made for one single person to hold!

Even though the book is 3.5 times bigger than a modern hymn book, it seems like it would still be difficult to see from afar!
However, the monks were not entirely reading from the book, it was mostly there to help in case they forgot or needed a
quick reminder. Most of the singing that happened in monastic choirs at the time was memorized. 

Your turn!

Think of a song that you know fairly well, and see if you can write down all the words. Place your written song somewhere
where you can see it from a distance, and then try singing it! Could you sing it all the way through without looking?

Ask someone else to do the same with a song they know. Can you both stand together to view the words and sing without
forgetting any?  

Glencairn Museum's 460-year-old, 157 page
music book is over two feet tall! Its pages

are made of vellum (calf skin) and its covers
are made of wooden planks and leather with

decorative metal work.
In this activity you will learn how such a

huge book was used, what the music was
for, and how it might have sounded!

This picture from a manuscript in the collection of Getty Museum
shows how a large group of monks would have sung from a single choirbook.

Image courtesy of the Getty Museum's Open Content Policy.

Share your at-home activity creations with us on social media by tagging us @glencairnmuseum
#glencairnmedievalfestival or email a photo to info@glencairnmuseum.org 

To begin this activity,
watch a demonstration

by Les Canards
Chantants by clicking
the play button on the

video!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QdmOaIQPDsU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QdmOaIQPDsU


What was the music for?

The music in this large manuscript had been sung for hundreds of years before 1556, which is when this copy was made.
Some songs are still sung today in monasteries and Catholic churches that hold traditional services. There are several
kinds of songs included in this book including hymns, antiphons and responsories, as well as other kinds of music.

To learn more about the choirbook, visit this issue of Glencairn Museum News.

Bonus!
Click each image below to bring up a bigger view. Follow along in the music and words as you listen to the video

included below. Can you see and hear the repeating parts of the tune? 

This song is called "Urbs Jerusalem beata" / "Blessed city, heavenly Salem". In the video, it is being sung by Graham
Bier of Les Canards Chantants. 

The writer of this song wrote about Jerusalem, and important city in the Christian faith. If you were to rewrite the words
to this song, what is something important to you that you would sing about? Try it out and see if you can sing your new

words to the same tune!

How might it have sounded?

Try this!
Listen and follow along with Les

Canards Chantants Virtual Medieval
Festival demonstration video to enjoy
listening as they sing in Glencairn's
chapel, follow them as they travel to

the Library to learn how to sing out of
the choirbook, and finally try singing
the chant melody from the choir book

together with them in harmony!

To hear and learn more from Les
Canards Chantants - Glencairn

Museum's Ensemble in Residence -
visit

their website here! The original notation for Richard Mower's "Regina celi" as it appears in the 15th century
English Ritson Manuscript.
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