NEWSLETTER
www.thredboskimuseum.com

PRESIDENT’S UPDATE
With some early snowfalls announcing that winter is just
around the corner, our program has also been concentrating
on the upcoming season.
Earlier in the year we acquired a second storage shed at
Jindabyne’s Leesville Industrial estate. This will also allow us
to better manage our significant collection but also assist in
the cataloguing, recording and preservation of it. In March we
held a working bee there to reorganise the two sheds we now
lease and also cull some items. Further mini working bees
have since been held to further organise the sheds and we
wish to thank Roger Andrew, Errol Hanlon, Chas Skinner and
Emma Martin for their efforts.
Chrissi Webb, assisted by Roger Andrew, has been working
on the new 2018 Museum exhibition, all of which will be
unveiled at our Thredbo Cocktails on June 16th.
Planning for our ambitious program of social events has
been underway with the first having already being held at the
RAHS “History House” in Sydney on Tuesday 15 May, with 79
in attendance.
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THS CALENDER OF EVENTS –2018

SATURDAY JUNE 16TH 5.30 pm for 6 pm to 8.30
Thredbo Snowfall Cocktails
Launch of Thredbo Alpine Museum exhibition
Featuring 40th Anniversary Year of Disabled
Wintersport Australia &
60th Anniversary Year of Thredbo Ski Patrol Assoc.
Guest Speaker: Ron Finneran OAM
TUESDAY JULY 3RD 6.00 pm to 8.30
CANBERRA –The Mawson Club, Mawson
Film and Book Signing
Guest Speaker: Randy Wieman
WEDNESDAY JULY 25th
Mid Winter Dinner & 2018 Faces of Thredbo Awards
Kosciuszko Room, Thredbo Alpine Hotel

AASHA CONFERENCE: The Perisher Historical Society hosted
the 2018 conference of the Australian Alpine Snowsports
History Association over the weekend of 4/5/6 May. An
excellent weekend eventuated for the 70 plus people in
attendance with speakers as well as tours to the historic
Charlotte Pass and Chalet, Guthega Village with a wonderful
morning tea put on by the Brindabella Club, finishing with a
visit to the historic Hotel Kosciuszko (Sponars Chalet).
INVITATION FOR MUSEUM VOLUNTEERS:
As we head into winter we will continue our advertised
commitment to open the Thredbo Alpine Museum daily
1.00pm – 5.00pm (except Mondays) from the June long
weekend through to mid October including the school
holidays. To achieve this commitment we are as usual, reliant
on a few loyal locals plus the goodwill of members visiting
Thredbo for their annual fix of snow country.
Whilst we have a good core group of members who assist
in volunteering to open the museum, we are always seeking
more. So should you or any of your acquaintances be
interested in a volunteer afternoon or two in the Museum
reminiscing and chatting to ski enthusiasts, then we would like
to hear from you by contacting Alan Fredericks on 9449 7610
or Email alanf@bigpond.net.au

Phoebe Hoy and Margot Stuart on the welcome
desk at Sydney Cocktails
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PRESIDENT’S UPDATE continued

Early in the new
COMING EVENTS: On Saturday June 16TH 5.30 to 8.30 pm we MEMBER’S SUBSCRIPTIONS:
financial
year
we
will
be
sending
out, electronically,
will be launching our Museum exhibition for 2018. This will
th
feature the 60 Anniversary of the beginning of the Thredbo invoices to members who have membership fees
Ski Patrol (TSPA) as well as the 40th anniversary of the falling due. Currently there are 55 members who
formation of Disabled Skiing now operating under the banner have pre paid their subscriptions and accordingly will
of Disabled WinterSport Australia (DWA). To launch the NOT receive any subscription notices. We currently
exhibition we have secured as guest speaker Ron Finneran have 10 members and one club , who are unfinancial
and would appreciate it if those in these categories
OAM, one of the founders of DWA.
rd
Tuesday 3 July 6.00pm to 8.30pm at the Mawson Club, could advise us if their intention is to NOT continue
Mawson, ACT – CANBERRA COCKTAILS. In order to gain a their memberships, as our general policy is to remove
greater profile in the Canberra skiing fraternity, we will from our data base those who have remained
again feature guest speaker Randy Wieman (Australian, NZ unfinancial for 2 years. Should you wish to inquire
and European Freestyle skiing champion of the 1970s) about your status, you can do so by contacting our
talking of his experiences in this discipline (Aerials, Moguls Membership Officer Anne Collet, Ph 02 5100 3823,
0412 803 234, rainmakerrealty@grapevine.net.au
& Ballet) supported by classic film.
Our membership statistics are as follows:
Apart from our local ACT members we expect a good roll
152 (41 of these are family
up from the many ski clubs and ski historians there and MEMBERSHIPS:
memberships),
Clubs
15, Corporate 2: Total 169 (plus
affiliates of ACT Snowsports. Author Chas Keys will also be
41).
present to give a brief talk on our book “THREDBO:
PIONEERS, LEGENDS, COMMUNITY” as well as signing We are most grateful for the support of all members
books. Every book purchased will attract a complimentary both past and present, as your support through
membership is vital to our continued existence and
book “Starting Thredbo” by Geoffrey Hughes.
MID WINTER DINNER AND FACES OF THREDBO AWARDS: operations of the society and the Thredbo Alpine
Wednesday 26 July, Kosciuszko Room Thredbo. Our annual Museum – contributing over a third of our income.
dinner, and for many the highlight of the year, the Alan Fredericks
announcement by Stuart Diver of the two new Faces of
Thredbo. Invitations for all of the above events will be
circulated shortly.
SKI PATROL ANNIVERSARY: During the week of the Mid THS MEMBERSHIP FEES 2018/19
Winter Dinner leading up to the Masters weekend, we will Individuals: $45/1-yr; $225/5-yrs;
$450/10-yr
be showing in the Museum, on the hour every hour, the 40
Family:
$60/1-yr;
$300/5-yrs
minute DVD (produced by Rebel Studios) titled “Tommy
Tomasi – a Life Well Travelled”. This features the life of Group: Club$220/year
Tommy and his part in the establishment of the TSPA. We Corporate Gold: $1500/yr Silver: $1000/yr
also hope to have Tommy and two of our other Legends
Bronze: $500/yr
Frank Prihoda and Cees Koeman spend an afternoon each in
the Museum chatting to visitors and signing books. An
THS OFFICE BEARERS: 2017/2018
ambitious program overall but some of which we hope Patron:
Alan Rydge
members can participate in and enjoy.
President:
Alan Fredericks alanf@bigpond.net.au

02 9449 7610 / 0417401403
Vice President : Ed Denny
6457 6222
Vice President: Trevor Harrison
0414 967585
Secretary:
Maureen Roberts 6456 1289
Treasurer:
Peta Strong Henley 0412 773 262
Committee:
Public Officer: Christina Webb
6456 2279
Membership:
Anne Collet
6281 1525
Oral History:
Jerry Krejzar
Graeme Holloway, Randy Wieman, Victoria Incani, and
Kerri Koczanowski.

Photo left: Hilary Freuden and friend Pierre Leon &
Her grandson Zac (left) at Sydney Cocktails
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SYDNEY COCKTAIL EVENING with RANDY WIEMAN
A good crowd of seventy nine people joined the
Thredbo Historical Society at History House in Sydney
on May 15th to see and hear all about the life and
times of a Thredbo institution, Randy Wieman (Hot
Shots photography & video ).
Randy arrived in Australia in the 1970s and never
left, initially he arrived to demonstrate and compete
in aerials, moguls and ballet skiing but he’s still here,
living and working in Thredbo. Randy showed the
audience a unique freestyle film from that period plus
plenty of photos.
There were quite a few laughs and shrieks from all
the people there, especially those that were around in
that period. I’m sure many of them have similar
photos, particularly the fashions, what strange
clothing we wore then. Randy also displayed his
original Roy skis, complete with Salomon 555 gold

Randy Wieman (centre) and guests at Sydney
Cocktails

bindings. There were plenty of tales told (no names of
course). I’m sure the audience was remembering the
fond times enjoyed back then - quite the period for
Thredbo.
We managed to sell five more books, the price has
been reduced to $50, perhaps it’s time to buy a
second book for your lodge.
Must give thanks to Kate Fredericks and all her
volunteers, we all enjoyed some loverly warm finger
food and a glass of wine or beer.
Thanks also to the other volunteers, Phoebe and
Margot on the door, Graeme Holloway (meet and
greet) and Alan Fredericks for organizating another
great event in Sydney...oh! and Randy of course, very
entertaining.
Trevor Harrison
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SKIING HISTORY DAYS 2018, SQUAW VALLEY, CALIFORNIA MARCH 21-25
Board of Directors (ski film historian) John Fry ISHA
The International Skiing History Association (ISHAth
Chairman and Einar Sunde. ISHA Secretary (ski
formally Skiing Heritage) held their 26 Annual ISHA
bibliophile)
Awards Banquet at Squaw Valley, California in March
If you are interested in Skiing History then you
this year. The ISHA Awards, established in 1993, are
could become a member of ISHA (International Skiing
presented annually to authors of outstanding
History Association) ISHA is a non-profit rganization
histories, films and DVD’s, websites, museum exhibits
and charity. International membership is US$59/year,
and for lifetime achievements in broadcasting and
visit www.skiinghistory.org.
other media.
Squaw Valley nearly ruined the party by turning on
I took the chance during my visit to present our
a wild storm but not to be put off, visitors from all
Thredbo Historical Society book, “Thredbo Pioneers,
over the world braved the weather to attend. The
Legends, Community” by Chas Keys to Rick Moulton,
banquet was held in the original dining room that the
ISHA Board of Directors and Jury member for
athletes used during the 1960 Winter Olympic games.
consideration. We will see what happens.
One important delegation was from the remote
Trevor Harrison
Altai Mountains in China.This mountain range is
situated between Mongolia and Kazakhstan. As China
will be hosting the 2022 Winter Olympics, they hope
to introduce the key areas and activities of snow and
ice history and promote the snow sports culture of
China.
Shan Zhaojian, considered to be the “father of
modern skiing” in China was awarded the Lifetime
Achievement Award. Shan found his first pair of skis –
left by retreating Japanese soldiers- after World War
2. He cut the boards shorter to match his height and
then taught himself to ski. In the 1950s he became
China’s first national organisation’s champion. He has
led a campaign to see the remote Altai Mountains be
recognized as the possible birthplace of skiing more
than 10,000 years ago. He is curator and leader of the
Kate Fredericks and her helpers Kate Rutherford
country’s first ski museum.
centre & Rhonda Adams left at Sydney Cocktails
A highlight of the night was a video shown of an
elk hunt in very deep snow using their old wooden
skis. Using ropes to trap the animal, guests were
assured the animal was released after the video was
filmed. Their simple skis, hand crafted from wood
with horse hair attached to the base and a simple
rope sling for attaching the boot. There was a
demonstration of ancient Tuvan skiing by the Chinese
delegation planned for the Friday, alas it had to be
cancelled because of the wild weather. A longboard
ski race in period costumes by Plumas Ski club had to
also be cancelled unfortunately.
The ISHA Awards chose Squaw Valley this year to
coincide with the NASTAR races, partnering with
NASTAR to celebrate it’s 2018 national championships
Randy Wieman shares a memory with friends
and 50 years of recreational racing. John Fry,
Chairman of ISHA actually started the NASTAR races
50 years ago. The Jury consists of Rick Moulton, ISHA
Thredbo Historical Society Inc., PO Box 6, Thredbo 2625. Inc # Y226902-3 ABN # 39 677 273 055
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IN THE MUSEUM
Museum visitation totalled 3219 people this summer
and autumn. It compares favourably with previous
years.
The special display celebrated the Winter
Olympians, Past and Present. With the growing
number of these talented athletes, it becomes
increasingly difficult to recognise them all in the
limited space of the Museum. To conquer this
shortfall, the A-3 folder on exhibition covers a range
of publicity on their achievements over the years, and
when available, pictures of the teams in their
uniforms are on display. The mannequins are dressed
in clothing from the Collection and represent the
range of styles issued to teams.
For the DWA display, a space has been found to
display a Milty Bi Sitski. We are currently seeking an
akja to highlight the TSP activities. This year “active
shots” of some of the Faces of Thredbo will be a
feature above the ski display.
Memorabilia: The Society is seeking editions of the
Australia Ski Year Book published prior to 1960, 1971,
1990, 1991 and 1995. Whilst the Museum Library
contains an extensive range, those published during
1950’s are in a very fragile state and need to be
replaced so that the information will be available to
people undertaking research on that period in
Australian ski history.
Amongst the recent acquisitions on display are the
1960s Strolz ski boots donated by the Adler family,
and a pair of yellow and black rear entry 1974 Scott
boots which were received in their original box. A
addition to the library is a published copy “A History
of the Development of Perisher and Smiggin Holes”
by John Davis.
Museum operations: Data entry continues at a
steady pace. The data base is to be upgraded and will
be accessible on the internet in due course. Training
of volunteers in data entry is about to commence
under the supervision of Victoria Incani following her
familiarisation with the Mosaic programme.
Thredbo volunteer programme: Under the volunteer
programme which Victoria supervises, regular
volunteers during summer included Elsa and Errol
Hanlon, Michelle Palmer, Renee Connor, Ben Turner,
Kellie Meehan. Committee members volunteering
include Chrissi Webb, Graeme Holloway, Alan
Fredericks and Victoria Incani. There is a shortfall in
volunteers for this winter, and members who prefer

to ski in the mornings, are very welcome to help in
keeping the museum in the afternoons

Author Lee Christine researches for her next mystery
novel
Visitor Comments
Penney Family, Norway, Albury: Very interesting
regarding the Norwegian influences.
Jonathan Campbell: Great so see an Aussie made
snowboard
Michael Wagstaff & Lisa Studdett, Canberra: Charles,
thank you for your time. Good on you and the
Museum
Dagmar & Gabriel Janousek, Prague: Thank you for all
the information about Tony Sponar
Gary Wadon, Melbourne: Wonderful!! Memories
from a skiing career of 44 years. I remember most of
the skis well.
Neville Hunger, New Zealand: Well worth the visit.
Learnt a lot and thanks for questions answered.
Lee Christine, Newcastle: Thanks to Chrissi for all her
help and assistance for my research.

Chrissi Webb
THREDBO ALPINE MUSEUM

Opening Hours: 1 – 5 pm
Peak: July – September 2018
December 26 – January 27
(closed Mondays)
Other: Weekends only
Spring: October, November
Autumn: Feb March April, June
Plus public holidays and special events

VALE:

THS members Patricia Davis died on April 17th
2018 and her husband John Davis on April 21st 2018.
They were well known for their contribution towards
the development of the Smiggin Holes and Perisher
resorts in the 1960s and 70s and then they became
active members of the Jindabyne community.
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ORAL HISTORY REVIEW – 2018
The primary focus of the Oral History Program is to
ensure we document the stories of those key
individuals who played a part in the development of
Thredbo, or have contributed in some meaningful
way.
The unexpected and somewhat untimely death of
Tricia Hecher last year only served to underscore the
importance of prioritizing these worthy pioneers.
There was unanimous agreement in the continuation
of this policy at our last AGM. More so once it was
confirmed that had we not interviewed Tricia in 2016
the Hecher Family Oral History would never have
eventuated.
Thank you to two of our long standing members,
Helen Swinbourne and Margot Seares, who have
kindly assented to conduct (one-off) interviews during
the year. Helen has agreed to interview Wayne
Stinson down at Merimbula on the South Coast, and
Margot will interview Flora Elliott who lives in
Jindabyne.
Klaus Hueneke conducted an interview with Tony
Sponar back in 1986 and has granted us permission to
‘rework’ his original manuscript. The Sponar Oral
History (with the addition of photos), could well
become an important reference point now and into
the future. More so when taking into account the
recent controversy surrounding the key players who
founded Thredbo – which the Chas Keys article
recently addressed in such an insightful and objective
way.

Tony, Elizabeth, Louise Sponar & Snizka – Hotel
Kosciusko
Thanks to our ‘Website Team’ we currently have
available twenty one Oral Histories for your reference
online. In the near future you will also be able to
access the Tony Sponar Oral History together with
those of Ferdl Nobl and Shann Turnbull once they are
printed. The Hecher OH is also completed but still
requires some further editing and various additions.
Now that the workload associated with the
publication and launch of Thredbo: Pioneers: Legends:
Community is truly behind us, the Oral History Team
faces a busy and exciting 2018 – with a number of
important interviews in the pipeline.

Jerry Krejzar

MEMBERS FEEDBACK – CHAS KEYS ARTICLE – “WHOSE IDEA WAS THREDBO”
Following circulation to members in March of Chas Keys article “Whose Idea was Thredbo? Who Founded it? And
Who Deserves the Credit?” – we naturally have received feedback from members on the subject and in particular
the article by Chas. Here are some brief comments from those responses.
Ian Hutchinson - Newport: “ A very good read and conclusion by Chas – but I am somewhat biased being Andrew
Thyne Reid’s great nephew. From what I understand about Thyne, he was a quiet and no limelight kind of man. He
just wanted to get on with things, make a difference, have an impact in his passion projects and did not need or
want any real recognition for his efforts”
Frank Prihoda – Thredbo: I want to say briefly thank you for publishing Chas Keys excellent article which was well
researched, well written, objective and apportioned fairly and squarely the credits to all those who stood at the
cradle of this excellent ski resort. It was good to read the history of founding Thredbo in a concise form.
Shann Turnbull – Paddington: “You have mentioned some contributions by Venn Wesche. But he was pivotal in
promoting Thredbo. Venn was effectively the CEO of the controlling body of Australian skiing, the Australian
National Skiing Federation (ANSF). There is a back story on how skiing administration promoted Thredbo by holding
races in the Thredbo valley as you have only partly recorded. This in turn was driven by Olympic and International ski
competition ambitions for Australia. This important part of the story is missing from your history that should be
included”.
(comments continued on page 8)
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THREDBO REMEMBERS PATRICIA HECHER
It was fitting that the celebration of Tricia’s life should be held at Bernti’s Lodge in Thredbo on January 26 th, 2018,
when the back bone of the Thredbo community gathered to pay tribute to her. Michelle Reichinger, Louise Gibson
and Frank Prihoda each spoke of her life and times in Thredbo from 1972 until
The full account “Vale – Patricia (Tricia) Hecher” was published in the Monaro Post on Wednesday January 31,
2018. Individual photos taken during the celebration can be obtained by contacting Chrissi Webb.

Louise Gibson and Michelle Reichinger

Frank Prihoda shares the memories

MEMBERS FEEDBACK – CHAS KEYS ARTICLE – “WHOSE IDEA WAS THREDBO” continued
Simone Arnott - Rose Bay: “I was reading the very fair article by Chas Keys”. _______” Husband Bob was actually
living in Melbourne for some time before the 1952 Olympics – he joined the SMA on his return from the Olympics
and was there until he went to the UK at the end of the 1955 season. It was during this time (and maybe before)
with the SMA that he did a lot of searching for good racing slopes.”
CEES Koeman- Thredbo: “Just received your latest research into Thredbo, well done. And very close”.
Ian Curlewis – Borenore: A terrific article by Chas Keys and very accurate I believe.
FOONOTE: The author of the article thanks those who commented, for their feedback. He intends to edit the original
draft to reflect in the final version (which will be available in the Museum) some of the comments made.

THREDBO HISTORICAL SOCIETY BOOK ORDER FORM (2018/19)

Order Details:

Name: ________________________

Address: _______________________
_______________________Postcode__

QUANTITY

PUBLICATION DESCRIPTION

ALL THESE BOOKS CAN BE
PURCHASED ON LINE @
www.thredboskimusem.com
PAYMENT

Andrew, Roger: Thredbo – My Story
Soft Cover, 156 pages, 29.5x21cm. colour photos
Cost $40 Postage & packaging $13.40
Clarke, Norman W Clarke (2006): Kiandra – Gold Fields to Snow Fields
Hard cover,178 pages 22x29cm, b&w photos Cost $25 Postage & packaging $13.40
Cross, Wendy (2012): Australian Skiing: The First 100 Years
Soft cover, 270 pages, 30x21cm, b&w photos
Cost $39.95 Postage & packaging $13.40
Darby, Jim (2006): Thredbo 50 – a commemorative book
Hard cover, 123 pages, 22x28cm, colour photos
Cost $20 Postage & packaging $13.40
Freuden, George: Off Piste – My Way: A Memoir
Soft copy, 132 pages. 15 cm x 21 cm b&w photos, Cost $20, Postage & packaging
$8.25. Limited number of copies left
Sonia Howard (2013): Flame of Leviticus – a biography of Kurt Lance
Soft cover, 302 pages 30 colour plates Cost $30 Postage & packaging $8.25
Helen Malcher/Philip Lewis: Charles Anton, the Main Range & Thredbo 1950-1962
DVD, PG rating, Duration 32 minutes Cost $25 Postage & packing $3.20
Hughes, Geoffrey (one of the founders of Thredbo) (2007): Starting Thredbo
Soft cover, 44 pages, 21x31cm, colour & b&w photos
Cost $20 Postage & package $8.25
Keys, Charles (2017): Thredbo: Pioneers, Legends, Community
Hard cover: 29 cm x 21 cm,176 pages, b&w and colour photos.
Special Price: $50 Postage and packing $13.40
Southwell-Keely, Peter (2009)
Out on the Tops – The Centenary of Kosciusko Alpine Club
Hard cover 28 cm x 21 cm, 320 pages colour & b&w photos.
Cost $30, Postage & packaging $13.40
Southwell-Keely, Peter (2012): Highway to Heaven: A History of Perisher and Ski
Resorts Along the Kosciuszko Road
Hard Cover, 256 pages, b&w & colour photos.Cost $50 Postage &packaging $13.40
Sponar, Tony (1995): Snow in Australia – that’s news to me
Hard cover, 362 pages, 15.5x23.5cm, photos
Cost $20 Postage & packaging $13.40
Swinbourne, Helen (2006): Accordions in the Snow Gums – Thredbo’s early years
Soft cover, 128 pages, 29.5x21cm, b&w photos
Cost $20 Postage & packaging $13.40
Walkom, Rick (1950): Skiing Off The Roof – the Kosciusko Chalet at Charlotte Pass
nd
(2 edition 2008) Soft Cover, 178 pages, 21x42cm, b&w photos
Cost $35 Postage & packing $13.40
Russell, Rebel Penfold: Tommy Tomasi – a life well travelled
DVD, PG rating, Duration 44 minutes
Cost $25 Postage & packing $3.20
Russell, Rebel Penfold: Thredbo 50 Years
DVD, PG rating, Duration 32 minutes Cost $25 Postage & packing $3.20
Wieman, Randy: One Man Alone – Malcolm Milne Val d’Isere 1969
DVD, Cost $10 Postage & packing $3.20
Wieman, Randy: Kurt Lance - Last time on the Main Range
DVD, Cost $10 Postage & packing $3.20
TOTAL AMOUNT
Ordering & enquiries Mail: Alpine Museum, Thredbo Historical Society Inc, PO Box 6, THREDBO 2625
Phone/Fax: 02 6456 2279 (Museum Administrator), Email: chrissi.wikner@outlook.com

Cheques payable to: Thredbo Historical Society Inc.

Direct Payment: Thredbo Historical Society Westpac Bank BSB 032- 728 Acct 106314 with details: surname & book

