WHO WE ARE
Generation Ubuntu is a community-based organization dedicated to improving the health and wellbeing of children, aged
4 to 18, living with HIV in South Africa. Our center is based in Khayelitsha, an impoverished township that has an alarming
HIV prevalence rate of 33% among its population of 1 million. In addition to providing a “safe haven” for these children, our
daily program ensures every child receives the necessary ARV treatment, a nutritious meal and important life skills to help
them overcome any challenges they may face living with HIV. At Generation Ubuntu, we see the person first, not the illness.
HIV is no longer a death sentence – it is a manageable condition and the right whole-person care can enable children to live
full, successful and happy lives.

THE CHALLENGE:
AIDS is #1 cause of death of
African teens and 2nd biggest
killer of adolescents globally
6.8 Million people in South
Africa are living with HIV

• Individual and group counseling
• Health disclosure support
• Case management and home visits
• Individual treatment plans
• Play and art therapy

• Technology literacy training
• HIV and life skills curriculum
• Physical activities and games
• Motivational speakers
• Job skills preparation
• Outings

1,000 children are newly
infected with HIV every day
700 children die of AIDS
related illness every day
33% of children need treatment
and can’t access the life-saving
drugs, or struggle with adherence

OUR RESULTS
200 children and their families
are served by Generation
Ubuntu annually
100% of participants who
regularly attended the program
for 6 months or more, have both
survived and thrived in their
communities
30,000 nutritious meals are
served annually
3,195 unique donors contributed
to Generation Ubuntu programs

• Care-giver workshops
• Community outreach, and advocacy
• Scholar-led community service
projects

• Nutritious meals
• Health education
• On-site health monitoring and
ARV adherence by nurses
• Distribution of toiletries and condoms
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Meet the Staff
Nomzi Khonkwane – Health Manager
Nomzi is a registered nurse with more than 15 years of experience in community nursing in
under-served areas. Since 2003 she has worked as a clinical nurse initiating and monitoring
antiretroviral treatment in adults and children. She became passionate about HIV
treatment in the early 90’s when several of her friends and relatives died of AIDS related
illnesses.
Nomzi feels strongly that while medication and quality medical care are essential children
living with HIV need additional support to truly thrive. Her favorite thing about Generation
Ubuntu is that we “empower children to gain confidence in themselves and see life beyond
this disease. Letting children be children – some for the first time in their lives.”

Sphokazi Fusa– Social Auxiliary Worker
Sphokazi holds a certificate in Social Auxiliary Work. She first came to Generation
Ubuntu as a volunteer during her studies and then joined as a full-time staff member in
2012 after completing her studies. She is passionate about helping children.
Here’s what Sphokazi has to say about working at Generation Ubuntu: “I love being at
Generation Ubuntu because this organization respects the child’s interest first.
Children need someone to advocate for them, someone to help. I believe that there is
no difference between a child who is living with HIV and one who is not. Outside
Generation Ubuntu’s walls there is such bad stigma in the community, but here
everyone is treated equally. My heart, my soul, my mind, is with the children. I get to
spend a lot of time with the children, and you can learn a lot from them.”

Thumeka Rixana – Community Engagement Manager
Thumeka is a registered Social Auxiliary Worker with a focus in domestic violence and early
childhood development. Thumeka is proud to work at Generation Ubuntu because “we give
people opportunities that they don’t get from the government. We create a safe space where
people get to be open about their status, parents and children get the support they need. Most
importantly we create a home away from home for these kids. These children are special; they
need the love and support of any other child. You can tell when a child isn’t loved enough at
home.”

Philiswa’s Story
When Philiswa came to Generation Ubuntu, she was malnourished, under-weight and unaware that she
was infected with HIV and tuberculosis. Both of her parents died of AIDS-related illnesses and she was
being abused and neglected by caretakers.
At age 10, she weighed only 35 pounds and tests revealed that her immunity was severely compromised
– registering only 0.4% of that of a normal child. Her health was dire. Philiswa was shy, incapable of
making eye contact and would not interact with GenU’s staff or her peers.
After six months in GenU’s program, Philiswa transformed into a bright, energetic, and healthy girl.
Philiswa gained 42 pounds, was successfully complying with her medication regimen, and had raised her
immune cells significantly. She became out-going, and spent hours playing with center staff and new
friends.
Today, Philiswa aspires to be a social worker so that she can help other children to live fulﬁlling, happy
lives.

Whitney Johnson: Ardent Activist, Youth Leader and World Changer
Whitney Johnson, Founder of Generation Ubuntu NFP is an ardent activist, youth leader and world changer.
Inspired by her experiences while studying abroad in Cape Town, South Africa and volunteering in an orphanage in
the nearby township of Khayelitsha, Whitney was drawn to the cause of supporting children living with HIV. She
noticed a gap in services and sustained assistance for children and teens living with HIV.
She wanted to ensure that children living with HIV received the care they needed to live long, healthy and happy
lives. Shortly after graduating from Colorado College in 2006, at the age of 21, Whitney established Generation
Ubuntu, a nonprofit organization with the mission of improving the health and wellbeing of children living with
HIV in South Africa.
Through her diligence and determination, Whitney successfully secured funding to establish a center in
Khayelitsha, which provides comprehensive care to over 200 children living with HIV. The center provides
Healthcare & Nutrition, Psychosocial Support, HIV & Life Skills Education and Community Engagement to
children and their families. Despite the overwhelming odds against them, every single child in Generation
Ubuntu’s program has not only survived, but thrived.
As CEO of Generation Ubuntu and public speaker, Whitney engages young people and works to foster an
empowered attitude towards HIV/AIDS around the world. Whitney was named a World Economic Forum Global
Shaper in 2012 and attended the World Economic Forum Annual Meeting in Davos in 2014. She was also named
a 2013 Young People in International Affairs Top 35 under 35 young foreigners making an impact in Africa.
Whitney was a guest speaker at Chicago Ideas Week 2015 and was interviewed on NBC News 4 in New York
City in October. In December, she was spotlighted in the Tory Burch blog, Tory Daily.

September Success Story: Anele
Anele is 11 years old and joined GenU in
2014. He is currently in Class 2, the “Happy
Angels,” led by facilitator Lele.
In addition to living with HIV, Anele gets
recurrent seizures, which caused the bruising
that can be seen on his face, and has
neurocognitive and behavioral challenges. In
Khayelitsha, many children with special
needs are unable to find an accepting or
supportive community to join.
Generation Ubuntu provides individualized
care for each child, and the staff at our
center were determined to work with him to
provide him with the support he needed to
thrive. Lele has worked hard to exert a positive influence in his life and also foster a
supportive attitude amongst his peers to ensure that he was welcomed warmly into the
Generation Ubuntu family.
A year later, Anele has shown vast improvement in his ability to communicate and
socialize with his peers. His facilitator Lele says, “This shows that unconditional love goes
a long way - because that is what we gave him. We all gave him love.”

HOW YOU CAN HELP

HOW TO DONATE

$100

Online:
http://www.genubuntu.org/donate/

provides a year
of nutritious meals for one child

$500
covers one month of medical & hygiene
supplies for the center

$1,000
allows an entire class to go
on an inspirational outing to learn about
the world outside of Khayelitsha

$2,500
supports a child
living with HIV for an entire year

Check:
Generation Ubuntu, NFP PO Box 7906
Greenwich, CT 06836 United States
Wire:
JP Morgan Chase Bank, NA
3A Pickwick Plaza
Greenwich, CT 06830
ABA #: 012 000 021
F/B/O Generation Ubuntu
Acct: 734637143
SWIFT: CHASUS33
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