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T
he British driven shooting scene can seem intimi-
dating and elitist to American bird hunters, but 
that’s generally because it is misunderstood. Fortu-
nately, a couple from Pennsylvania is on a mission 

to change that.
 For the past decade or so, bird hunters (known in the UK 
as Guns) in Britain have become increasingly obsessed with 
high driven pheasants. And by “high,” I mean eye-wateringly 
so. Country sports journalists have long run out of superla-
tives with which to describe the birds shown at some of the 
more famous shoots in Wales, Devon, Northumberland, North 
Yorkshire, and the Scottish Highlands. “Skyscrapers,” “arch-
angels,” and “stratospheasants” have all become clichés. What 
already felt like a closed club to outsiders has become even 
more intimidating.
 It all began with a handful of shoots in the 1980s and 1990s 
that had the natural topography to present very high (upwards 
of 40 yards) driven pheasants: deep, steep-sided valleys at the 
bottom of which the shooters would be positioned, and over 
which the birds would be flushed from one hilltop to another. 
 What started off as a bit of a novelty gained real momentum 

in the early nineties when a number of high-profile bird hunters 
and sporting journalists started to talk and write about previ-
ously unheard-of shoots with the sort of reverence that had 
traditionally been reserved for the aristocratic wild partridge 
shoots of East Anglia, the likes of Sandringham, Holkham, 
Elveden, and Houghton.
 Suddenly, estates like Gurston Down in Dorset, Castle Hill 
in Devon, and Borland & Whitehouse in Perthshire were grab-
bing the headlines as a new sporting parlance emerged. Terms 
such as “extreme pheasants” and “high-bird specialists” became 
commonplace in the sporting press.
 Coinciding with the commercialization of game shooting 
in the UK—previously the realm of the aristocracy and landed 
gentry only—the rise of high pheasant shooting, as it is now 
widely known, saw another dramatic shift take place in the 

TWO-GUN TANGO
On big-bag days, it is common to shoot a pair of guns 

with a designated estate loader accompanying you on 

your peg, discarding your shells and reloading your guns.
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driven shooting field: The classic 28-inch-barrel side-by-side was 
suddenly being ousted as the pheasant shooter’s gun of choice 
by modern Continental over-and-unders, often heavy trap 
models sporting 32-inch barrels.
 This shift was brought about by the perceived need 
for bigger, heavier cartridges and loads. The traditional 
12-gauge pheasant load—28 or 30 grams of UK #6 shot—
more or less became a thing of the past as 32, 34, 36, or 
even 40 grams of #5s and even #4s became the norm at 
shoots like Whitfield in Northumberland, Duncombe Park 
and Warter Priory in North Yorkshire, Drumlanrig in the 
Scottish Borders, and the Bettws Hall stable of shoots in 
Devon, Somerset, and Wales.
 Even shotgun manufacturers started to bring out specialize 
high pheasant guns, with gunmaker John Jeffries leading the 
way with his customized Perazzi HPX (High Pheasant Xtreme), 
which typically sports 32- or 34-inch barrels and weighs 
between 8 and 9 pounds. Even traditional British gunmakers 
started to see a trend toward longer barrels.
 In addition, smaller, lighter pheasant strains were introduced 
from Scandinavia, Poland, and the US (the popular Kansas 
and Michigan strains coming from MacFarlane Pheasants in 
Wisconsin), which supposedly fly higher than their traditional 
French and English blackneck counterparts.
 I’ll certainly never forget my own first experience of an 
“extreme pheasant shoot,” a term coined in recent years for a 
handful of estates that have become renowned for presenting 
pheasants at the very limit of a modern shotgun’s range. Never 
before have I felt more inadequate.
 In summary, it was a belittling and humiliating experience—I 
simply didn’t have the kit or specialist technique required to 
bring down birds in excess of 60, 70, or even 80 yards. 

DECEPTIVELY DIFFICULT
Driven pheasants take getting used to, so it’s a good idea to 

start on birds of a moderate height. Having an instructor or 

loader on your peg with you can make all the difference.

The key is to progress 
gradually, mastering birds 
of a moderate height (25 
to 35 yards) first, before 
moving on to ones that 
require a more precise, 
measured approach.
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 The fact of the matter is that to shoot driven pheasants to a 
decent standard does require a specialist set of skills, one that 
takes time to pick up and hone. The key is to progress gradu-
ally, mastering birds of a moderate height (25 to 35 yards) 
first, before moving on to ones that require a more precise, 
measured approach.
 Which is all good and well if you live in the UK, where 
you have access to specialist shooting instructors and have the 
option of taking regular let days on any number of commercial 
shoots. But if you live abroad, getting into the world of driven 
pheasant shooting is a much greater challenge. Where do you 
even begin?
 Luckily, there are a number of highly reputable inter-
national sporting agencies that specialize in British driven 
shooting, companies like Frontiers Travel and Roxtons, who 
have been putting together bespoke packages for discerning 
game shooters for decades. But, as you’d expect, they are 
priced accordingly: A typical high-end, 300-bird driven day 

costs in the region of US $3,000 per shooter. And that’s before 
you factor in flights, accommodation, food and drink, tips, 
cartridges, and any extras.
 That’s serious money, particularly if you’re a driven shooting 
virgin; for all you know, the British way of doing things might 
not be your cup of tea. A whole lot of cash lighter and nothing 
to show for it but a bruised shoulder and a pair of itchy tweed 
pants that you’ll never wear again? No thanks.
 But there is another way of getting into the world of driven 
shooting without having to dive straight into the deep end. It 
turns out that Elizabeth and Sean Delaney, a couple from Penn-
sylvania, have the answer.
 “The British have their own wonderful customs and tradi-
tions, which, particularly to Americans who have never shot in 
the UK, can seem intimidating and off-putting,” says Elizabeth 
Delaney of Delaney & Sons, a US-based agency that specializes 
in hosted driven shooting trips to Britain.
 “And, of course, it can be very expensive, which is why we 
try to involve our clients in every aspect of the entire trip. We 
like to offer a holistic experience, not an us-and-them dynamic. 
And we always start our trips off with a fairly modest day on a 
small shoot, to take the sting out of it.”
 Delaney & Sons was founded by husband and wife Sean and 
Elizabeth in 2014, when a friend of theirs—Ken Harding from 

CERTAINLY NOT SOLITARY
Driven shooting is an inherently sociable pastime. 

Camaraderie between the Guns, loaders, beaters, and 

pickers-up is an important part of the day.
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TEAMWORK
The picking-up team and their dogs 

are integral to a day’s driven shoot. 

Positioned well behind the line of Guns, 

they ensure all shot birds are accounted 

for before moving on to the next drive.

just across the border in Herefordshire in England, before 
returning to the town of Crickhowell for dinner and a post-
prandial drink in the drawing room.
 South Wales is proper high-bird country, an area that 
boasts some of the most extreme pheasant shoots in the UK, 
but the Delaneys have managed to find a really nice cross 
section of shoots, ranging from farm syndicates to more 
formal commercial setups where shooters can expect to see 
birds on the higher end of the spectrum on certain drives.
 “The shooting is unquestionably important, but so is the 
atmosphere and camaraderie,” continues Elizabeth. “I guess 
we are more than just agents, as we host and look after our 
guests throughout, and we really strive to ensure that they 
get as much out of the trip as possible. We intentionally keep 
it low key, relaxed, grassroots, and we involve all the people 
behind the scenes: the gamekeepers, beaters, pickers-up (gun 
dog handlers), and caterers.”
 “And we try to make everything as hassle-free as possible,” 
adds Sean. “We arrange collection from the airport, we 
will organize guns, cartridges, and gun permits, we provide 
cartridge bags and gun slips, and we make sure that every-
one’s guns are cleaned each day.”

that we all eat together with the beaters and pickers-up.”
 This inclusive approach is refreshingly unusual. Bearing 
in mind that most guests won’t have done a lot of driven 
shooting before, being able to mingle with the beaters, 
keepers, and pickers-up gives them an opportunity to ask 
questions and gain a better understanding of what happens 
behind the scenes and just how much hard work and organi-
zation go into putting on a day’s driven shooting.
 Not only does this invariably make guests feel more 
comfortable, but I have no doubt that it adds value to the trip 
by giving them a greater appreciation of the whole experience. 
Which is kind of the whole point of Delaney & Sons. Sean 
and Elizabeth have developed a deep understanding, apprecia-
tion, and real love of the traditional British way of shooting, 
and they want to share it.
 “In Britain, shooting is an inherently sociable sport, and 
we think that is a big part of its charm, its appeal. We there-
fore work really hard to get the group dynamics right and to 
ensure that everyone gets on and has a great time.”
 Well, I have it on good authority that they are doing just 
that, while delivering genuinely authentic British shooting. 
You should look them up. 

“In Britain, shooting is an inherently sociable sport, 
and we think that is a big part of its charm, 

its appeal. We therefore work really hard to get the 
group dynamics right and to ensure that everyone 

gets on and has a great time.”

Oregon—asked them if they would like to take over the hosting 
duties on an annual shooting trip to Wales, something he had 
been doing since the late 1990s. They agreed and haven’t looked 
back since, now hosting three week-long trips to the UK per 
year for up to 10 shooters at a time.
 “We tend to shoot at five different estates on each trip,” 
explains Sean, whose full-time job is a real estate attorney based 
in Pittsburgh. “Starting with a fairly small day (50 birds), we 
work our way up, culminating with a 200-bird shoot on the 
final day, which really is ideal for the person who hasn’t done 
a huge amount of driven shooting.”
 Not only does this allow their guests to get the hang of 
it, but it also makes it more affordable, as most commercial 
shoots in the UK (those offering days for sale on the open 
market) tend not to offer less than 200-bird days.
 Based out of a characterful private country house in 
the Brecon Beacons National Park in South Wales, guests 
are driven to a different estate each day, either in Wales or 

 In addition, they usually have three experienced local 
shooters in the party, who are on hand to instruct or load 
for less experienced guests—a nice touch and a good way of 
ensuring everyone is safe and feels at ease.
 Regardless of the estate being visited, each day follows 
the traditional format of a formal day’s shooting, starting 
with the drawing of pegs over coffee while the host for the 
day (generally the shoot owner, manager, or gamekeeper) 
carries out the shoot briefing, highlighting the rules and safety 
protocol (which will vary subtly from shoot to shoot, so it’s 
important to pay attention). Thereafter, the Guns are driven 
by a gun bus (generally a modified, covered trailer towed by a 
tractor) to the first drive of the day.
 “We tend to do four or five drives per day,” explains Sean. 
“We generally start with two drives and then stop for elevenses 
(typically a nip of sloe gin and a traditional Melton Mowbray 
pork pie or sausage roll) before going back out for two or three 
more drives. We then have a late lunch on the estate, ensuring 
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