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We’re 135! 
 

Celebrate the 135th year of  
First Congregational Church with us! 

 
October 17th at 5 p.m. 

Potluck and Silent Auction 
 

October 18th 
Anniversary Celebration in Worship 
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Dear Friends, 

 

Wow! What an amazing start to fall! Our 

children are leading the way as acolytes in 

worship. As you heard on Sunday Jacob and 

Nicholas Vasquez did a lemonade stand to 

raise money for our Peanut Butter and Jelly 

Sandwich program and raised $43.13. We 

gave Bibles to third graders on Sunday. Our 

children and youth Sunday School are 

studying hospitality and concentrating on 

how we welcome others. I am so proud of 

them! 

 

We are starting a new class for 3-4 year 

olds on October 4th. Other classes are for 

K-2nd grade, 3rd-5th grade, 6th-8th grade, 

and 9th-12th grade. We have adult Sunday 

School before worship with Pat Maben. All 

classes start at 9:30 a.m. We also offer a 

variety of interesting forums after worship. 

The book group is currently reading The 

Underground Church: Reclaiming the Subver-

sive Way of Jesus by Robin Meyers. There 

are so many ways to learn and grow at First 

Congregational. I hope you are taking ad-

vantage of these opportunities. 

 

October is an incredible month for us as 

we celebrate 135 years of ministry in the 

community. First Congregational is the old-

est Protestant Church in the region. We 

are grateful for those who have gone be-

fore us and as we boldly follow Christ to-

day, we pave the way for a brilliant future. I 

see signs of God throughout this church. 

Join us as we celebrate our anniversary 

with a dinner and silent auction (with won-

derful items) on Saturday, October 17th at 

5 p.m. and worship on Sunday, October 

18th at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Also in October is the Church picnic after 

worship at my family’s home: 1515 Phoe-

nix Ave. NW (near Menaul and 12th). 

Bring a dish to share and a chair if you can. 

If not, come and enjoy. 

 

On October 11th at 5 p.m., we will do a 

blessing of the animals in the Courtyard. 

Bring your pet and invite your neighbor to 

join us! 

 

We will conclude the month of October 

with a Halloween dance on Friday, Octo-

ber 30th from 7-10 p.m. We have invited 

Nob Hill Churches to join us for this fes-

tive event. Emerson Corley from Entou-

rage Jazz will be the dj. Costumes are op-

tional. If you would like to help with this 

event, please let me know. 

 

We are beginning preparation for 2016 

this month with a cool pledge campaign 

(yes, there is such a thing!) in October. 

You will see and hear about the ways God 

is at work in our church. 

 

We are a congregation with an exciting 

future, but even more, we are living in an 

exciting present! Please know how grateful 

I am to share this journey with you. 

 

Blessings, 

Sue 

sjoiner@swcp.com 

From the Pastor 

mailto:sjoiner@swcp.com
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I hope you enjoyed your summer and that 

your fall is off to a good start!  A few of you 

have asked me why you haven’t seen a Mod-

erator’s Musings for a while.  Well, for what-

ever it’s worth, there are a few rea-

sons.  First, I wanted to take a little hiatus 

after writing twelve consecutive issues dur-

ing my first full year as your Modera-

tor.  Secondly, I wanted to give everyone a 

chance to get used to the new, electronic 

delivery of the Signposts and, lastly, I was 

planning to be away on vacation for the 

whole month of August and was looking for-

ward to telling you about it when I got 

back…………. 

 

I spent the whole month of August back in 

Minneapolis where I lived for thirty-one 

years.  Vowing never to go back to a Minne-

sota winter, I’ve been traveling back to Min-

neapolis every summer to visit my extended 

family since moving to Albuquerque full time 

in June, 2012.  I have learned that whether 

the people you call family are blood relatives 

or you hand-picked them yourself (which 

some people tell me is better), an occasional 

visit goes a long way to keeping the relation-

ship alive and well.  Since a year goes by so 

quickly, an annual visit, at least for me, as-

sures that the passage of time and distance 

don’t detract from your ability to pick up 

where you left off the year before.  I like to 

travel by car since driving on the open road 

is very relaxing and allows me to reflect on 

things and enjoy all of my favorite music 

without interruption.  I do the trip (1,350 

miles each way) at a very leisurely pace, usu-

ally over three or four days so I don’t get 

too tired or stiff from doing too much wind-

shield time.  I have found that I need to 

take a whole month in order to assure 

that everyone I want to see will be able to 

make time for me somewhere within that 

30 days.  So far, I have been able to see 

everyone I wanted to (about ten people) 

every time I go back.  It has been such a 

heartwarming experience for me to be 

able to catch up with all the people to 

whom I grew so close over the course of 

three decades.  We spend quality time 

together, sometimes two or three times, 

taking walks, going out to eat, reminiscing, 

and just enjoying each other’s com-

pany.  By the time I’m ready to make the 

return trip home, I feel renewed, re-

energized, and looking forward to my next 

visit.  To those of you who have had previ-

ous lives in other parts of the country (or 

world) I would really encourage you to go 

back and see all the people who were im-

portant to you when you were there while 

you all still can.  

 

As a side note, to those of you who knew 

him, Ethan Pleshe (one of our former 

Moderators who moved to Minneapolis) 

sends you all his warm regards and wants 

you to know that he is doing miraculously 

well, probably better than ever before in 

his life.  As it did for me, being in Minnea-

polis transformed his life forever. 

 

Blessings and God’s speed to all of you. 

 

See you in church!! 

Danny Eitingon 

Moderator’s Musings 



Treasurer’s Tidbits 
 

Welcome back to Treasurer’s Tidbits! 

 

First the good news (make that GREAT news!):  

We finished August in the black by over $4700.  

That means that we are $4700 closer to making up 

the deficit in our budget.  Wheehee!!!  This is in 

part due to getting rent at the Vassar properties 

(Welcome home, Crossroads for Women) and 

also because parking, pledges and loose offerings 

were up in August.  Keep it coming!  At this rate, 

we’ll end the year with just a very small deficit and 

maybe even in the black.  Wheehee!! 

 

It’s fall and green chile is roasting all over town.  

That also means it’s budget season so we can be 

ready for our January congregational meeting to 

approve our 2016 budget.  What does that mean 

to you?  You get to help!  Please send me an email 

to let me know of any items you’d like added to 

the budget.  It doesn’t mean we’ll get everything 

into the budget but this year we want to start 

from scratch and build a budget from ground zero.  

I need your help to know where we should direct 

our funds and how we can earn revenue to fund 

our missions.  Please drop me a line or catch me 

after church to let me know your wish-list for the 

church.  Stacy in the church office can give you my 

email. 

 

Also, I want to give a big shout out to Marcia Har-

ris, Shawn Penman and Sue Joiner for organizing 

and putting on a fabulous committee orientation 

on Saturday, September 12th.  And thanks to fabu-

lous committee volunteers who gave up a Saturday 

morning to share their amazing talents.  We got a 

head start on budget planning that morning and I’m 

looking forward to hearing from committee chairs 

with committee uses and sources of cash.  The 

orientation was a great event.  Thanks, everyone! 

 

—Janet McHard, Treasurer 

Treasury Notes 
 

August Offerings: 

 Regular Offerings $  20,862 

 Needed Each Month $  23,055 

 Food for the Hungry $      726 

 Needed Each Month $      540 

Average Sunday Attendance:  110 

 

January-August Offerings: $140,474 

Needed Jan.-August: $184,440 

 

Jan-Aug. Food for the Hungry: $   7,076 

Needed Jan.-Aug.: $   4,320 
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Parking at Jefferson 
 

As our parking lot fills up on Sunday 

mornings, we invite you to park in the 

Jefferson Middle School lot across the 

street. If you are able to do so, please 

park across the street and make room in 

the church lot for others. 

End of Year Tax  

Opportunity 
 

We received another check for a car do-

nation. This is a super easy way to donate 

to the church. You (or anyone you know) 

can donate any vehicle (running or not)—

cars, boats, or campers. All you have to do 

is let us know you’d like to donate and 

Gary Peterson of One Community Auto 

takes care of the rest. The end of the year 

is coming and this is a great time to get a 

tax donation. Contact Sue for more infor-

mation. 
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Come Sing with Us! 
 

The Chancel Choir would like to invite you 

to come and sing with them (a sermon last 

month documented that singing with a 

choir is actually good for you!). They re-

hearse at 9:00 a.m. in the sanctuary on Sun-

day.  

Are You Interested in  

Joining the Church? 
 

Our next new member Sunday will be Oc-

tober 11th. If you have been thinking about 

membership, please be in touch with Sue.  

Silent Auction Fundraiser 
Check out the cool stuff! 
 

We will celebrate the church’s 135th anni-

versary in October with a dinner and silent 

auction. Here are some of the cool items you 

can bid on at the auction: brunch for 12 

served in your home, 4 hours yard labor, 

handmade bracelet, handmade Adirondack 

chairs and table, artwork, dog toys, restaurant 

gift cards, and more!  Bring your friends and 

bid on these fun things. 

135th Anniversary  

Celebration RSVP 
 

We are planning a dinner on Saturday, Oc-

tober 17th at 5 p.m. We will provide the 

meat/main dish. We are asking others to 

bring side dishes and/or donate a minimum 

of $5 to help cover the cost of the meal. We 

need an RSVP to know how many to expect. 

You can email the church office 

(fcc@swcp.com) or sign up in the kitchen. 

Join us for this festive event!  

Church Picnic October 4 
 

The congregation will gather at Sue and 

Anne Marie's for our annual Church Pic-

nic on pot luck Sunday, October 4, after 

the service.  Bring a chair and a favorite 

dish to share if you are able. 

 

The Picnic committee will set up tables and 

provide paper plates, eating and serving 

utensils, water and lemonade.  Maps are 

available.  Please call Lisa Zawadzki at 255-

5921 if you are able to help moving tables or 

setting out supplies. 

Altar Flowers 
 

If you’d like to contribute flowers for the 

altar, please sign up on the calendar in the 

Fellowship Hall.  The following Sundays in 

October are available:  October 11, 18, and 

25. 

 

If the altar flowers are left behind after 

worship, you are welcome to take them to 

someone who needs a pick-me-up! 

Sunday Readers 
 

We appreciate all the people who volun-

teer to read scripture during our worship 

services!  If you are new to the church and 

sign up to read, please include a phone 

number or an email so that Roxanne Sikes, 

our reader coordinator, can send you the 

scripture passages in advance.  Thank you! 

mailto:fcc@swcp.com


Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

October 2015 

First Congregational United Church of Christ 
 Our mission is to live God’s love, justice, and inclusion. 

1:00 p.m. Prayer Shawl Ministry 

1:00 p.m. Prayer Shawl Ministry 

6:30 p.m.  Ministry Teams & 
Executive Committee 
7:30 p.m.  Leadership Team 

10:30 a.m.  Text Study Group 
4:30 p.m.  Book Group 
7:00 p.m.  Meditation Group After worship:  Church Picnic 

10:30 a.m.  Text Study Group 
4:30 p.m.  Book Group 
7:00 p.m.  Meditation Group 

10:30 a.m.  Text Study Group 
4:30 p.m.  Book Group 
7:00 p.m.  Meditation Group 

5:00 p.m.  Blessing of the 
Animals 

Family Promise Host Week (Oct. 4-11) 

10:30 a.m.  Text Study Group 
4:30 p.m.  Book Group 
7:00 p.m.  Meditation Group 

After worship:  Adult Forum 
on FCC’s History 

6:30 p.m.  Circles of Concern After worship:  Communion 

After worship:  Sharing 
Our Stories (135th  

Anniversary) 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

October 2015 
Choir Rehearsal Sundays at 9:00 a.m. 

Sunday School for Children and Adults 9:30 a.m. 
Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.  

10:30 a.m.  Text Study Group 
4:30 p.m.  Book Group 
7:00 p.m.  Meditation Group 

7:30 a.m.  Meal Preparation 
5:00 p.m.  Meal Serving 

Project Share 

Pastor’s Day Off 6:30 p.m.  Line Dancing 

6:30 p.m.  Line Dancing 
7:00 p.m.  Progressive  
Christianity Class 

6:00 p.m.  Preschool  
Committee 
6:30 p.m.  Line Dancing 

Pastor’s Day Off 

Pastor’s Day Off 

Pastor’s Day Off 

10:30 a.m.  Text Study Group 
4:30 p.m.  Book Group 
7:00 p.m.  Meditation Group 

6:30 p.m.  Line Dancing 

10:30 a.m.  Text Study Group 
4:30 p.m.  Book Group 
7:00 p.m.  Meditation Group 

10:30 a.m.  Text Study Group 
4:30 p.m.  Book Group 
7:00 p.m.  Meditation Group 

7:00 p.m.  Nob 
Hill Churches  
Halloween Dance 

135
th  

6:30 p.m.  Line Dancing 

5:00 p.m.  
Dinner & 
Silent Auction 

Pastor’s Day Off 
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Neighbors in Need UCC Special Offering 
 

This year’s UCC Neighbors in Need offering, which will be received on October 4th, supports 

the UCC’s ministries of justice and compassion throughout the United States.  Two-thirds of 

the offering is used by the UCC’s Justice and Witness Ministries to fund a wide array of local 

and national justice initiatives, advocacy efforts, and direct service projects.  Neighbors in Need 

also supports our American Indian neighbors in the UCC. One-third of the offering supports 

the UCC’s Council for American Indian Ministries. 

Immigrant Justice Opportunities 
 

The Social Justice and Outreach team would like to bring to your attention two immigrant jus-

tice-related opportunities this coming month. 

 

1. The New Mexico Faith Coalition for Immigrant Justice (NMFCIJ) is seeking support for a 

Honduran mother and child who are in asylum proceedings. Right now, NMFCIJ could really 

use volunteers' help with the following: 

 Picking up the mother from an ESL class at Encuentro (714 4th Street SW) on Tuesdays, 

Thursdays, and Fridays at 11:30 am and taking her to the Catholic Worker House (1925 

Five Points Rd SW), where she and her 3-year-old daughter are currently staying. 

 Offering part-time work to the mother, such as cleaning or babysitting. 

 The husband/father is currently in detention in Tacoma, Washington. If anyone knows of 

any immigration attorneys (preferably pro bono) in that area who can help the family get 

him released, please let us know.  

 

 Please contact Erik Medina at medinae@unm.edu with preliminary questions, or contact Liz 

McMaster at revliz29@gmail.com, Claudia Martinez at claudiamartinez799@gmail.com, and/

or Judith at cessna_36@hotmail.com to help out. 

 

2. NMFCIJ is scheduling a border immersion experience in El Paso and Ciudad Juarez 

from October 29 to November 1. They invite anyone interested in learning face to face 

about issues regarding immigration to attend. The cost of the event is $240, but the coali-

tion does not want to turn anyone away and will make partial or full scholarships available. 

Please email Kathleen O'Malley at kathleenomalley42@gmail.com with questions and/or to 

sign up. 

mailto:medinae@unm.edu
mailto:revliz29@gmail.com
mailto:claudiamartinez799@gmail.com
mailto:cessna_36@hotmail.com
mailto:kathleenomalley42@gmail.com
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Crossroads for Women 

Needs... 
 

Many of you have asked how we can 

support Crossroads. Here are some 

tangible needs they have: towels, three 

wireless printers, a van, four shredders, 

DVDs, converter box, digital antenna, 

trash cans, toiletries, feminine hygiene 

supplies, cleaning supplies, alarm clocks, 

outside chairs and an umbrella for the 

patio.  

Green Justice and  

Pinyon Jays 
 

At a recent lecture at the Petroglyphs National 

Monument, I heard a field biologist from New 

Mexico Fish and Game discuss the effect of 

climate change on Pinyon Jays.  Since 1960, the 

number of Pinyon Jays in New Mexico has de-

creased by 80%.  Researchers believe the pri-

mary cause is the lack intense cold weather 

that has allowed the bark beetle to increase 

dramatically.  Infestation by the bark beetle has 

destroyed pinyon pines especially in western 

New Mexico.  Another causative factor is the 

destruction of forests by fire.  With warmer 

winters, snow pack has decreased and the inci-

dence of forest fires has increased. 

 

Pinyon Jays are important for the propagation 

of Pinyon pines.  These birds live in large 

flocks that need healthy pinyon trees for 

roosting and food.  Pinyon jays bury caches of 

pinyon seeds in the soil.  Pinyon Jays have the 

remarkable ability to find these caches of food 

during the winter.  However, those seeds they 

do not recover are the source of new trees. 

 

The next time you go to the mountains listen 

and look for the pinyon jay.  Imagine our 

mountains without these interesting birds. 

 

Pat Maben  

for the Green Justice Committee 

Like Us on Facebook! 
 

We’re at First Congregational UCC, Albu-

querque. 

Welcome to Our New 

Conference Minister! 
 

The Southwest Conference UCC Execu-

tive Board has unanimously called the 

Rev. Dr. William M. Lyons as our Desig-

nated Conference Minister.  Bill is sched-

uled to be in place to begin his ministry 

with us on January 1, 2016. 

 

Bill comes to the Conference with 30 

years of pastoral experience.  He was 

ordained in the UCC in 1985 and is cur-

rently the pastor of St. John’s UCC in 

Grand Rapids, Michigan, where he has 

served for the past 11 years.   

 

Bill will be present at the Mission Planning 

Meeting in October and the Clergy Re-

treat in November before taking his place 

at the Conference Office in January. 



Stirring Things Up in the Southwest Conference 
Southwest Conference Interdependence Article 

 
“And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works.” Hebrews 10:24, ESV 

 

“Stirring things up” doesn’t always have a good connotation, but I like the Bible verse 

printed above. Stirring up good change…that’s something we can all get excited about. 

The Greek word translated “stir up” is KATANAO. Various translations capture it 

different ways: “spur one another on,” “stimulate on another,” and “encourage each 

other.” However we translate this idea, what matters is doing it. And that’s what Triad 

initiatives in the Southwest Conference are about. 

 

Triads are partnerships between three churches, ideally with three members on a team 

(pastor plus two) meeting three times in a year to do exactly what that verse says. Our 

three triads are:  

 

1. Congregational Church of the Valley, Black Mountain, and Scottsdale Congre-

gational 

2. Flagstaff, Dewey, and Prescott 

3. Revolution, Silver City, and Yuma 

 

The first two triads meet in real space alternating between churches, and the third 

meets online. So far, all three triads have had their first meeting in which they shared 

news of their prospective churches, considered the question “If we were unafraid we 

would…” then brainstormed ideas and finally devised a plan for action for each church. 

 

What sorts of “love and good works” are in development in our Triad churches? 

 

 Showing independent films for community discussion 

 Appearing at public events 

 Asking whether all board decisions are “relevant to the next generation” 

 Community Teas 

 Family night midweek program 

 Community panel discussions on topics of theology and public issues 

 

Triads are definitely an experiment in progress and are just a third of the way on their 

journeys, but already participant churches are coming up with new ideas for local mis-

sion. Stay tuned for further adventures as churches stir one another up for love and 

good works. 
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We Remember in Our Thoughts 

and Prayers: 

The Hibbs Family, Cheryl, Jere, Katharine, Meth, 

Pepper, Gizmo, Theresa, Leslie, Ray, Craig, Wesley, 

Mary, Glenn, and all who mourn. 

 
First Congregational  

United Church of Christ 
 

Ministers of the Church 

The Congregation 

 

Tim Beach 

Building Superintendent 

 

Rev. Mary Browne 

SWC Mission Board Delegate 

 

Danny Eitingon 

Moderator 

 

Marcia Harris 

Vice-Moderator 

 

Ter Hatcher 

Website Manager 

 

Rev. Sue Joiner 

Senior Minister 

 

Rev. Gail Joralemon 

Covenantal Partner in Ministry 

 

Janet McHard 

Treasurer 

 

Stacy Moore 

Church Secretary/Bookkeeper 

 

Kris Nolan 

Director of Congregational  

Preschool 
 

Russell Parker 

Organist 

 

Shawn Penman 

Recording Secretary 

 

Rev. Francis Rath 

Pastor Emeritus 

 

Ruth Striegel 

Director of Music 

 

Venessa Vogel 

Nursery Attendant 

Scriptures for October 
 

October 4—19th Sunday after Pentecost 

Job 1:1; 2:1-10; Psalm 26; Hebrews 1:1-4; 2:5-12; Mark 

10:2-16 

 

October 11—20th Sunday after Pentecost 

Job 23:1-9, 16-17; Psalm 22:1-15; Hebrews 4:12-16; Mark 

10:17-31 

 

October 18—21st Sunday after Pentecost 

Job 38:1-7, (34-41); Psalm 104:1-9, 24, 35c; Hebrews 5:1-

10; Mark 10:35-45 

 

October 25—22nd Sunday after Pentecost 

Job 42:1-6, 10-17; Psalm 34:1-8, (19-22); Hebrews 7:23-

28; Mark 10:46-52 
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