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Gold Level BEST Neighborhood
The City of Plano has recognized Highlands North of Plano as one of
the communities that is working collaboratively to create a neighborhood that is Beautiful, Engaged, Safe and Thriving. BEST Neighborhoods are recognized on three levels: Silver, Gold and Platinum.
Thanks to the efforts of our HOA board members, our neighborhood has
achieved the Gold Level Neighborhood designation We are now seeking Platinum. Those designated as Platinum level not only have bragging rights about their neighborhood, but the city provides two neighborhood entrance signs, a custom online Story Map and social media
promotion. We are already engaged in activities like Crime Watch, National Night Out, Yard of the Month, newsletters, a website and annual
meetings. Now we must step up and work harder together to achieve
the next level. The HOA board will be attending more Neighborhood
Council meetings, training, planning more activities and putting in
some elbow grease to maintain our common areas. We are so proud of
our neighborhood and our neighbors. You all helped us to achieve the
Gold Level BEST Neighborhood Designation. Congratulations.

Save the Date
Help us celebrate our third annual Spring Fling on the morning of APRIL 22ND,
Earth Day. Not only will there be the usual activities for the children (face painting, balloons, soccer and more) but we will be hosting an activity for the adults
which will promote conserving our natural resources and protecting our environment. Drinks and light snacks provided. More information will follow, but keep
checking the website for more details: www.highlandsnorth.org

Feb 5 Super Bowl
Feb 14 Valentine’s Day
Feb 20 Bulky Waste Collection
Feb 28 Mardi Gras
Mar 14-Apr 3 March Madness
Mar 20 Bulky Waste Collection
Mar 22-26 DFW Auto Show
Dallas Convention Center

The Men’s Night Out comes together on the second
Wednesday of the month for food and fellowship. For more
information, see the HOA website and learn about the
Men’s Group and other groups in the neighborhood.
http://highlandsnorth.org/activities/
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Entry Signs Improvement
Next time you enter into our development via the
north entrance off Park, take a look at the refurbished Highlands North of Plano entry signs on
the two walls. The signs had shown signs of wear
to the point where it was difficult to identify the
lettering. Thanks to the efforts of your HOA
board, these signs have been refurbished at minimal cost to the HOA by one of the board members
who provided the elbow grease. The HOA just
paid for supplies. Watch for the signs on the south
entrance to undergo the same treatment. Keeping
our neighborhood beautiful is an example of
where your dues are spent. The before and after
photos on the right show the dramatic difference
sand, paint and buffing can do.

FREE TAI CHI CLASSES are offered at Medical Center of Plano (15th and Coit). Tai Chi is an ancient Chinese tradition
that is now practiced as a gentle form of exercise. It involves a series of movements performed in a slow, focused manner and
accompanied by deep breathing. The hospital offers classes for the beginner, intermediate/advanced as well as the stability ball.
There is even a class for fall prevention. For class times and more information, call Medical City of Plano @ 972-596-6800.

Need Help with Your Taxes?
April 15th falls on a Saturday this year, so taxes do not need to be filed until Tuesday, the 18th. Haggard Library at 2501 Coit offers nearly daily free tax help provided by AARP volunteers from February 1st through April 15th from 11:30 to
3:30PM. No sign up required. Did you know that Haggard Library also offers
classes in Mahjong, parenting, internet genealogy searches, knitting, an introduction to Excel, Photoshop, and that’s just a for the adults! For the little ones, they
host play and learn, Storytime, and art classes, Check the website:
https://www.plano.gov/Facilities/Facility/Details/Haggard-Library

DUES FOR 2016-2017 ARE PAST DUE
Take a look at the chart to the right. Less than 19% of our residents have paid their dues
to the HOA. The burden to provide neighborhood services (maintenance of the entryways, utilities, community activities, postage, paper, and the mailbox rental) are paid for
by just a few. Think what we could accomplish if everyone paid their dues. We count on
your money to fund our year which starts in October and ends in September. So if you
have not paid your dues, fill out the form below and get your check to the treasurer. Or
you may use our PayPal option on the website: http://highlandsnorth.orgabout-u/s/
Make your check payable to Highlands North Homeowners Association. Please fill out and detach the form and mail it along
with your check for $50 to:
HHNA Treasurer
2701 W. 15th St. Box #302
Plano, TX 75075
treasurer@highlandsnorth.org
Name: _________________________________________________
Email address____________________________________
Address:__________________________________________________

I/we are interested in volunteering ____________

Home:: _____________________ Owner Cell Phone #1 __________________ Owner Cell Phone #2____________________
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Bobcats in the Neighborhood
There has been increased concern with bobcat and coyote sightings in our neighborhood and across Plano. Plano Animal
Services provides the following information to deter bobcats and coyote from entering your property:
 Bobcats have never injured a single person in Plano.
 Pets larger than a rabbit are not at risk.
 If a pet is small enough to be considered as a meal, it is also small enough to be a meal for owls, hawks, and eagles that
live in the area so owners should be vigilant with tiny pets to protect them.
 Bobcats are seen in the day in colder months because the animals they hunt are active during the day due to the cold
nights.
 Studies show that bobcats that are trapped and relocated typically die within two weeks after relocation.
 The best course of action to take when a bobcat is seen is to scare them off by yelling or throwing a rock at them, spraying
them with a high-powered squirt gun or hose, or otherwise making them feel uncomfortable so that they learn that people are to be avoided.
If anyone has any other questions, please contact Animal Services at (972)769-4860 or by emailing them at:
planoanimalshelter@plano.gov

Do you own a business, live in our neighborhood and pay your
HOA dues? You may post your
business card on our HOA website. We want to promote your
business to those who are your
neighbors. By paying your
dues, you can enjoy inexpensive advertising. So if you teach
piano or swim lessons, repair bicycles or cars, tutor students,
teach aerobics or boot camp, or sell real estate, consider paying
your dues and sending a business card to the webmaster of this
site: communications@highlandsnorth.org
Let’s support our neighbors who advertise their businesses on this website.

FIX IT PLANO is an easy way to report a needed city repair
any time of day straight from your phone. Improve your community and report a problem to the city. A damaged trash
cart, a broken sidewalk, water leaks, curb repair, potholes,
noise, debris, and even dead birds are just a few of the items
you can report. The city will even help you
locate meters. Requests may be submitted
via the City of Plano webpage, as well as the
Fix Plano app, text message and phone.
https://www.plano.gov/27/Your-Government

HOW ARE TOLL RATES ALONG THE NTTA ROADWAYS DETERMINED?
Toll rates are determined based on an influence-distance based
tolling system which splits the road into segments and rates are
closely aligned to the number of miles driven or covered by each

segment. The average toll rate is 17 cents per mile and is
reset every two years to make sure there is enough money in
the budget for NTTA, not to mention the $10 billion toll debt.

Page 4

Highlands North Plano

Holiday Lights Winners
Most Whimsical

Most Religious

4217 Whippoorwill

4216 Polstar

Yard of the Month
The yard of the month awards will resume in the
spring. Many of the houses in the neighborhood are
landscaped beautifully but the judging committee
tries very hard not to repeat any homes or award to a
board member. Winners display a yard sign for a
month and receive a gift from Calloway’s Nursery.

Best Overall

4104 Kirkwall

Change in Awards Process for Calloway’s Nursery
Calloway’s Nursery will no longer issue $25 gift cards to the
winners of the Yard of the Month. Instead winners will receive a $25 credit and will need to sign up online to redeem
the credit. We are grateful to Calloway’s Nursery for their
continued support of our beautification efforts.

National Night Out 2016

