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ADVENT BY CANDLELIGHT IN JUNE?
Yes! In June!
Planning has
already begun
for this year’s
Advent by
Candlelight.
We already
have a theme,
program idea,
and a superb musician. Stay tuned for more
information in the coming months!
This event – scheduled for Thursday, December
3rd – is OUR gift to women of our community,
especially those who are not connected to a
church and who otherwise would not hear the
story of Christ’s birth – for them! Last year we
had 200 women in attendance.
What a blessing!

If you would like to be on the committee that
plans this event, please call either the church
office (352-748-1201) or Betty Eich
(847-400-4527). Tell us what you might like to
do! You won’t do it alone. You’ll be part of a
wonderful team!
If you would like to be on the committee that
plans this event, please call either the church
office (352-748-1201) or Betty Eich (847-4004527). Tell us what you might like to do! You
won’t do it alone. You’ll be part of a wonderful
team!

LOOKING FOR HELPFUL HANDS
Jesus said,
“Let the little
children come to
me.”

What can you do – in JUNE?

Matt. 19:14

First of all, mark your calendar. December 3rd is
the date! 6:30 to 8:30 pm is the time.
Secondly, we need some women (and one
MAN!) to help with the planning. Specifically,
would YOU consider doing one of the following
as part of the planning committee:


ABC Coordinator (work with coordinators for
hostesses, kitchen, and waiters)



Coordinator for food and kitchen



Coordinator of hostesses and guest seating



Coordinator of waiters (a man to work with
parking and table servers)

Come, join us in our annual...
“VBS

in the Park” at Club Wildwood Apts.

Thursday, July 23

4:00 pm—7:00 pm

And/or

Children’s activities at
Wildwood Food Pantry
Friday, July 17

8:30—noon

Sign up sheets are located in Fellowship area

SPEND YOUR INHERITANCE !
Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!
In his great mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, and into
an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade.
1 Peter 1: 3-4

Yes, our gracious and loving God has given it to us
so that we might have his riches in Christ. But we
also get it to share it with others. That is our
privilege as believers and as the Body of Christ
known as Amazing Grace Lutheran.
This summer would you please pray daily that the
Lord would open your eyes and heart to seeing who
He is sending you to share your inheritance with?
Will you pray that He would continue to guide
Amazing Grace as we look toward future plans to
share the inheritance with the growing community
around us through existing and new ministries? Yes
indeed, we have an inheritance that can never
perish, spoil or fade – and we get to share it without
it ever losing its value!

Pastor Rockey

“We’re spending our kids inheritance!” the bumper
sticker reads. Unlike some past generations, not all
parents today are concerned about leaving
something to their children. Yet even when they do,
it’s often not what they’d hoped to leave due to the
uncertainties of the economy.
In sharp contrast, Peter writes of the inheritance God
has for his children, It can never perish, spoil or
fade.
By using these negative words, Peter
highlights the greatness of our inheritance in Christ.
Who can rob us of God’s full forgiveness for my
sins? The Devil tries, my conscious accuses, but
God points to the cross of his Son. What can spoil
the peace we have with God? Storms may rock our
boat in life; tears may dim our faith’s view. But God
points to the cross of his Son – his peace is still there
as sure as the nail prints in the hand that holds our
hand. What can devalue the glory of the heaven for
me? The world may laugh, calling it “pie in the sky,”
“a dream, an illusion.” But God points us to the
cross and gives us the assurance that what is
waiting for us is far better.
Unlike some earthly parents, our heavenly Father is
concerned about an inheritance for each and every
one of us. That’s why He sent Jesus to the cross
and raised Him from the grave. That’s why He
promises to keep us in faith in Jesus. He wants us
to have an inheritance that is truly out of this world.
But there is another side to this…each of us have that
inheritance right now! As such, we should ask
ourselves, what are we doing with it? Are we
hoarding it, keeping it to ourselves or are we
spending it…or better said, are we sharing it? You
see, it can never perish, spoil or fade – it can’t run
out!

by Lyle Mueller

DID YOU KNOW THAT
MYRTLEWOOD…


is the material that our
communion ware is made of



is found only in Isaiah 55:13



is a relatively rare hardwood



is only found in a very small area in southwestern Oregon



was originally purchased for use by a LCMS
mission start in Sarasota



came to us as a gift when the Sarasota mission closed



has been part of our worship since our first
service
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Board Talk…

Bill

Our new Board of Directors of AGLC has met
and addressed many issues.

feasibility of an Early Childhood Center have already
been designated, for such purpose, from donations.
This will be an ongoing study and most likely will not
come to the Congregation for at least six months.
We will keep you informed.
The 2nd floor of our church is progressing. After extensive work by Dave Labagh and many volunteers,
the rooms are ready for furnishing. The Congregation
has acknowledged the use of Dave’s contractor
license to complete the work and all the labor
provided by volunteers.
In recognition of this aspect, the Board of Directors
voted unanimously to provide Dave with a $1000
check as compensation.

Marla Adrian
Top Row:
Ed Perry, Jeff Robinson, Jim Bleau, Bill Donaldson
Front Row:
Ron Poch, Treas, Sharon Sperley, Ralph Grewe

Marla Adrian is serving one year completing Diane
Biel’s term; Sharon Sperley is serving the second
year of her term; Jim Bleau is serving in the first year
of his term; Jeff Robinson is serving in the first year
of his term and was also elected as the new Vice
President; Ed Perry is serving his sixth, and final,
year on the Board and continues as our Secretary;
Ron Poch is serving his second year of his first term
and continues as our Treasurer; and I, Bill
Donaldson, am serving in my 5th year continuing as
President. Ralph Grewe serves as our Deacon
Representative on the Board and Pastor Rockey
also sits on the Board of Directors, both as Ex Officio
members. A giant thank you goes out to all of these
individuals who have volunteered to serve AGLC in
this capacity.
One very important item, just approved by the
Board, is the contracting with Daedalus Research to
provide a feasibility study on AGLC’s institution of
an Early Childhood Center as part of our mission.
For the past year or more the ECC Task Force,
headed by Ron Biel, has been diligently studying
and analyzing the possibility of such a center. After
much discussion, prayer, and investigation, the ECC
Task Force presented a motion to the Board of
Directors to hire Daedalus Research for professional
advice on the subject. The Board of Directors
unanimously approved the motion at a cost not to
exceed $12,000. The funds for a study on the

Michelle Turner, our new Youth Leader, will
coordinate with the youth, its leadership, and the
Decorating Team to furnish parts of the 2nd floor for
youth accommodations. These funds will be
provided from the very successful Golf Tournament
organized by Michelle Makas and Dick Betts. The
2nd floor will continue to be multi-purpose with various groups (Bible Studies, Yoga, etc.) using the
area, as well as the Youth.
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Say Hello to Our Newest Members at Amazing Grace

Dr. Stephen & Pam Long

Gayle Korfonta & Ditty Dittberner

Judie & Peter Gemuenden

Welcoming Our Guests and Members as They Arrive on Sunday
We may live in the friendliest town in the U.S. but we are working on making sure AGLC is the friendliest Christian Community in The
Villages and surrounding areas. If you would like to welcome our visitors and members on Sunday morning as they arrive and depart
we would love to sign you up. We are scheduling hosts, on a revolving calendar, on Sunday morning every 6-8 weeks. We want
everyone to feel welcome at AGLC. For more information and how to get connected, call Karen Sanders at 314-591-5886 or Sandy
Sanders at 314-651-3353 or sign up on the sheet in the Fellowship area.

Soon, all the rooms in our Church will be numbered
and identified as Jerry Bremer (Property) and Betty
Eich (Decorating) address this issue. The new
AGLC Library will be located in the Family Room
and spearheaded by Ruth Bremer and committee.
Construction of new book shelves will be completed
by Dave Labagh.

AGLC Drives Home Success on the Links

We are presently working on hiring a Praise and
Worship Leader and addressing the audio and visual
components of our service. A number of volunteers
are in the process of being trained by Paul Langley,
who has been working the past several weeks in the
Sound Booth. Please be patient as we make these
adjustments.
Finally, we are saddened to see Kathryn and Andy
Deen leave us (July 12th) and John and Dorothy
Grosch (June 28th). We will all feel the loss of these
individuals, knowing how much they contributed to
the everyday life of our Church. May God bless
them on their new journeys and guide them in every
step.
Please remember the summer months are financially
lean months for our budget, so please maintain your
offerings and tithes. May the Lord Bless,
Bill

Take A Sack—Bring it Back Weighs in BIG TIME!

+

=

765 pounds of food for the
summer months at the
Wildwood Food Pantry!
Thanks to all for your
support!
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“We exist to transform lives through Christ for today and eternity by
inviting, inspiring and involving.”

Who’s Who at Amazing Grace

DID YOU KNOW?
You are connected to a larger body as a Lutheran
Christian. Being part of The Lutheran Church—Missouri
Synod (LCMS) means that Amazing Grace is…one of over
6,000 congregations nation-wide with more than 2 million
baptized members. Zooming in for a tighter look, we are
in the Florida-Georgia District, one of the 35 districts of
the LCMS.
Our FL-GA District is represented by Regions. We are in
the northern-most Region 2 with 29 churches; our VicePresident is The Rev. Frank Marshall. Our Circuit 7 has
11 churches with Pastor Rockey as the Circuit Visitor.
Our Circuit is equivalent to a mega church but composed
of smaller worship sites. This decentralization model
puts us right at the
heart of local
ministries. Yet we can
partner together for
effective ministry
opportunities.
The FL-GA District just
held its 32nd Regular
District Convention where
Wanda Pierce served as
our congregation’s Lay
Voting Delegate and
Pastor Rockey as our
Pastoral Voting Delegate.
Lois Schaefer was re-elected to serve as a second term on the
Board of Directors.
Amazing Grace partnered
with one of the ingathering
opportunities at the
District Convention benefiting
Redeemer Life Outreach
Ministries in Sanford.

Amazing Grace
provided 69 “Onsies”
and 6,354 diapers
More than a dozen
women in the midst of
crisis pregnancies have
lived there since it opened
in November 2013.
Our District’s official publication, Lutheran Life, informs
you about activities offered by the Synod and the District.
It also provides a forum to express views and ideas on a
wide range of topics. You should be receiving it by mail.
If not, please contact our church office.

Our FL-GA District has 3 Critical Ministry Targets. What
does this mean? This means that AGLC is encouraged to
consider our District-wide targets for the next three years
for:
Leadership to: 1) Increase continuing education among
the church professionals. As our pastor and other
leaders participate in more training opportunities,
they are better equipped to serve us; 2) Increase
demographic and generational diversity.
With these increases, our church will be
more vibrant and better able to reach out to all

people.

Betty Eich
Women’s Ministry

Jan Poch
Human Care Ministry

Sue Brown
Finance

Lois Schaefer
Outreach Ministry

Pat Heinz
Fellowship

Congregations to: 1) Increase numbers of members who
are engaged in the study of God’s Word in small
groups, Sunday Bible study, at home or online
making you more aware of God’s purpose in your
life and giving you a better connection with fellow
believers; 2) Increase worship attendance and
Sacrament participation.
Whereby you will be strengthened to
serve others within the church and the
community.
Outreach to show an increase of 3500 adult confirmations
and professions of faith – resulting in infant,
children and adult baptisms
Let this be an encouragement for you to share the love of
Christ with people you know and people you meet.

Something for you:
Pray about attending with others from Amazing Grace.

Ron Poch

Linda Scholfield Jane Nodar
Children’s Ministry

Stewardship Summit is August 14-15 at Prince of
Peace Lutheran Church, Orlando, Florida. The
conference and all meals are FREE. The only
cost to participants is your time, travel, and one
night lodging. This special gathering of people
from across our District who Love the Lord, Love
His Church, and Love the un-churched will be a
first.
Regional Outreach Conference (ROC) is November
13-14 in Orlando. You will learn how you can be
an even more influential follower of Christ.
Lutheran Hour Ministry’s Outreach Initiative seeks
to create a culture of connecting to people.

Contact Pastor Rockey for registration information.

Lois Clymer
Prayerful Yoga

Jerry Bremer
Properties

Diane Biel
Drama
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Tuesdays 7p.m.

We admired the beautiful sunset view from
the church as we talked about the Son Rise,
the greatest new beginning of all time, at a
Bible study on March 31, before Easter.

Amazing Grace
Lutheran Church

Transforming lives through Christ for today
and eternity by inviting, inspiring and involving.
AMAZING GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH
4886 CR 472 / Oxford, Fl 34484

We recently celebrated Kathryn and Andy Deen’s marriage but we
also say farewell to Kathryn as our Youth Leader. Kathryn, thank
you for loving and discipling our youth for the past two years.

Can you feel the
love? These girls
have grown so
close to each
other as they've
grown in their
faith in Jesus
together.

From left, Hannah Warner, Julia Rockey, Kaitlin Rockey,
Evelyn Mohammed and Jessica Rockey go in for a group
hug after the appreciation dinner.

Announcement:
Michelle Turner will be taking over the youth group, and
we are so thankful for her continued service with Amazing

Son-Set, Son-Rise

“Why are you looking in a tomb for
someone who is alive? Jesus isn’t
here! He has come back to life again!
Luke 24”:5-6

Every day of the year, every day of
our lives, the sun sets, the sky
darkens, and night arrives. Hours
later, every day of the year, every
day of our lives, the sun rises, and
the world comes back to life.
That cycle of sunset and sunrise is
also a symbol of Good Friday and
Easter Sunday. The darkness of
night reminds us of the death of
our Lord—for us. And the certainty
of the sunrise– EACH morning—
reminds us that He conquered
death. He arose—as does the sun.
He came to life again. He lives!
We too shall live!
Featured artists this month are Jane Bosack and Betty Eich. (pictures may be purchased) Jane keeps busy
with painting and teaching, both in The Villages and in Long Island. Betty is active in The Villages Photo
Club, The Villages Art Association, and the Visual Art League. Are you an artist? Would you like to be
featured? If so, please contact Betty. We would love to display your work!

The artwork on the Art Wall in the
Fellowship Hall illustrates the
cycle of “sunset and sunrise.”

July 3

Bill Donaldson

July 14
July 14
July 15

Byron Engen

July 19

Dana Ruland

July 21

Kerry Keenan

July 22
July 22

Jerry Hefty

July 23

(Ray) A. Jones

July 25

Linda Griffin

July 28

Darlene Fitchett*

July 29

Stephen Rockey

July 30

Kim Gramman

August 4

8:00 Traditional Worship

Rachel Pfriender

August 4

9:00 Fellowship

Maureen Labagh

August 9

John Dawe

August 12

Kyle Gramman

August 12

Ron Poch

August 21

Anita Perry

August 23

Rachel Rockey

August 23

Marilyn Kollmorgen

August 25

Mary Alice Beaty

August 26

John Grosch

August 26

Bob Van Ham

August 30

Website: www.aglclcms.org

Church Schedule

9:15 Bible Study/Sunday School
10:15 Praise Worship
10:15 Children’s Church

YOUR AGLC CONTACTS
Altar Guild
Sue Livingston
352-399-2236
Children’s Education
Jane Nodar
352-633-3107
Linda Schofield
352-397-3063
Education
Joanne Robinson 309-922-7346
Fellowship
Pat Heinz
414-421-0794
Human Care
Jan Poch
508-982-6337
Membership
Ron Biel
352-399-5051
Outreach
Lois Schaefer
703-750-5839

Property
Jerry Bremer
352-751-4629
Stewardship
Open
Youth
Michelle Turner
352-408-4744
Your Staff
352-748-1201
Pastor James Rockey
Adm. Asst. Peggy Ludwig
Adm. Asst. Sandy Cashman
Your Deacons
Ralph Grewe
Wanda Pierce
Bill Schaidt
Bob Renner

352-753-8085
352-391-9791
352-391-1008
770-380-4617

Board of Directors
Bill Donaldson Pres
Jeff Robinson VP
Ed Perry Sec
Ron Poch Treas
Sharon Sperley
Jim Bleau
Marla Adrian

Suzanne Brown

Rick Rossetti

Phone: 352-748-1201

Email: amazinggracelc@yahoo.com
We had another
beautiful visit to the
people at Promise
Hospital on June 9.
The girls sang and
gave out
inspirational Bible
quotes. Many
people sang along
and smiled.
From left, Jessica,
Julia and Kaitlin
Rockey.

Dorothy Morris
Pat McDonald

COME — JOIN US!
Amazing Grace Youth Transformers is a group of middle and
high school students learning how to fall more in love with
Jesus each day. We meet at 7 p.m. every Tuesday night at
the church for a Bible study and music, games or activities.
Here's a glimpse into the fun we've been having as we grow
in faith together, exploring, praying, discussing and sharing
what matters

Birthday

352-561-4154
309-922-7346
352-689-0221
352-245-1842
352-751-0520
352-259-7528
407-927-8845

I think you may have some
serious faith issues.

Anniversaries
Glen & Evelyn Weible*

July 2

Neal & Kathy Bultman

July 6

Linda & (Leonard) Griffin

July 15

Don & Suzanne Rott

July 17

Jerry & Carole Hefty

July 20

Roy & Heidi Zerbe

July 25

Jerry & Ruth Bremer

July 31

Lyle & Nancy Mueller

August 5

Bob & Kathy Renner

August 9

(Ray) & Miko Jones

August 16

Butch & Cheri Goodhue

August 19

Ron & Jan Poch

August 29

