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Grace
Notes
REALLY? REJOICE?
4

Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice!
Let your gentleness be evident to all. The Lord is near.
6
Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by
prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to
God. 7 And the peace of God, which transcends all
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ
Jesus. Phil 4: 4-7
5

I hope you don’t mind…but I’m going to be honest. As I
write this devotional, it’s October and I’m nowhere near
“rejoicing”. I’ve got major projects before me. Some of the
people I dearly love are struggling with the pressures and
demands in their lives. I have friends who also feel under
attack or are suffering in significant ways. On top of that
there’s a cloud hanging overhead with politics, the lack of
civility and decency in our country. So I feel like I’m doing
good just trying to keep up and not get overwhelmed. So
the idea of rejoicing or more specifically, rejoicing “in the
Lord always”, just isn’t registering.
Would you join me in reading the above Words of
Scripture again, slowly and carefully? Did you get a
clearer picture? Paul isn’t saying with that old song “Come
on get happy…” and forget all your troubles. No. Instead
he lays out a wonderful way that even in the midst of life’s
stresses, struggles, suffering or sadness, we can find joy.
His plan:
* No matter what you’re going through, the “Lord is
near”! You’re not alone. The one who is Emmanuel, the
One who is the Almighty, the One whose promises remain,
“I will never leave you nor forsake you”.
* So what do you do with that which you are
facing? Give it away. Give it to the Lord “by prayer and
petition.” These things can distract, derail and deceive us,
but when we give them to the Lord, we find the means to

“not be anxious about anything.”
* There’s more than just giving it all to the Lord “in prayer a
petition.” Do it with “thanksgiving.” How’s that? Well just
consider your own past history. You’ve been here before and
the Lord heard and answered your prayers. He carried you
through. Therefore, you and I can joyfully, confidently and with
thanksgiving lay our needs before our Lord.
* Then there’s one more. The Lord is a God of grace. He
loves to give. So as we turn away from our circumstances and
turn them over to the Lord in prayer, He assures us that “the
peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard
your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.”
Yes, the “peace of God…will guard our hearts and minds.”
Yes, the One who is the Prince of Peace, not has only
conquered our fears caused by Satan, sin and death, but He’s
got the rest of them too!
One more thing, remember how I said above “I’m nowhere
near rejoicing”? Well look at that word nowhere again. With
our Emmanuel God, whose coming we will celebrate this
Advent Christmas season, we never have to worry about Him
being “nowhere”. Instead we can be certain that our Savior,
our God is now-here. Rejoice? Oh yeah! Rejoice in the Lord
always. Again I say, rejoice!
Pastor Rockey

Looking
Ahead...Mark
Your Calendars!

Sunday, Oct. 23rd “Music Serving the Word Ministries” Concert 7 pm
Sunday, Oct. 30th Congregational Meeting 11:30 am
Sunday, Oct. 30th “Octoberfest” 12 pm
Thanksgiving Eve 7 pm
Mid-Week Advent Worship begins Nov 30
5:30 Worship 6:10 Dinner 7:00 The Story Life Groups
Friday, Dec. 9—Advent by Candlelight 6 pm
Saturday, Dec. 17 2 pm Christmas Caroling
Christmas Eve
7 pm
Christmas Day (Sunday) One Service Only 10:15 am
New Year’s Eve 7 pm
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SO MANY WAYS TO PRAY– Lois Clymer
AGLC PRAYER TEAM

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY
The ladies of the Prayer Shawl Ministry have been busy!
TWENTY-FIVE prayer shawls were
presented at the altar for a blessing by
Pastor Rockey during Worship on
Sunday, October 16! This is the third
time we’ve had a dedication since the
ministry began in February 2016. More
than 20 prayer shawls have already
been given to those in need of comfort
and prayer! Those who have received
one have expressed their warm
appreciation for the comfort of being
wrapped in God’s love.
The shawls are in the Fellowship Area near the Welcome
Center, and are for YOU to give away! Anyone may take a
shawl to give to someone in need. Just sign the register that
you have taken a shawl, and to whom it will be given.
Consider giving a Prayer Shawl to someone recovering from
illness, injury, surgery, or a medical treatment; someone who
is grieving or mourning; someone
who is rejoicing over a marriage,
pregnancy or birth; anyone
recovering from addictions or
difficult circumstances; someone
moving to assisted living or special
care; or, anyone in need of prayer.
May the warmth of Jesus’ loving arms enfold them!
Prayer Shawls are knitted or crocheted with love and prayer
in each stitch. Patterns of three stitches represent the
Father, Son & Holy Spirit, in whose name we pray. A cross
charm is worked into a corner of each shawl, along with a
label saying, “Hand Made with Prayers to Comfort You –
Amazing Grace Lutheran Church”
If you would like to learn how to knit or crochet prayer
shawls, we will teach you. Please contact Lois Clymer 215718-3570, ToLois@aol.com, or call the church office.
May the favor of the Lord our God rest upon us; establish the work
of our hands – yes, establish the work of our hands! Psalm 90:17

Pray without ceasing! Here at Amazing Grace, our very
foundation has been built on the Word of God, the saving
grace of Jesus our Lord, and PRAYER – Lots of prayer!
Under the beauty of the building there are prayers and
Bible verses written on stones, cement and metal girders!
To continuously be in relationship with the Lord, AGLC’s
PRAYER TEAM is busy every day. The members of
AGLC, their families, friends and acquaintances will be
continuously held in prayer in several different ways. Will
you join us?
AGLC’s Prayer Team consists of four groups of prayerfully
devoted people:
Sunday Pray-ers – available to pray with you after
each Worship Service
Prayer Warriors – a team devoting time to daily prayer
over needs provided
Prayer Vigils – times of celebration, need and discernment
Prayer Shawls – hand knitted and crocheted for those
in need of prayer and comfort
If you have a prayer need, drop it in the Prayer Box or
contact Lois
If you would like to be a part of the PRAYER TEAM, or if
you or someone you know is in need of prayer, please
contact Lois Clymer 215-718-3570 ToLois@aol.com, or
call the Church Office. We are looking for those who
want to pray for others, like to organize events such as
prayer vigils, and those who want to knit/crochet prayer
shawls. May the Lord bless your service if you are called
to become a part of this PRAYER TEAM.

Pray in the Spirit on all occasions
with all kinds of prayers and
requests. With this in mind, be alert
and always keep on praying for all
the saints. Ephesians 6:18 NIV.

CHRISTIAN PRAYERFUL YOGA
Join us every week for a special time to be with the Lord, through yoga. Prayerful yoga practice will bring health
and wellness to your body, mind, and spirit. Focusing on the breath, we draw near to God, the giver of life. We
breathe the breath of God, glorifying Him in our bodies as we practice the wonderful ancient science of yoga .
Let everything that has breath praise the Lord! Psalm 150:6
5-6 pm Mondays
Yoga on the Mat – Christian Prayerful Yoga

5-6 pm Wednesdays
Chair Yoga Christian Prayerful Yoga

We practice in the Worship Center where we can focus on the cross and love the Lord with all our heart, mind
and strength! Men and women are welcome to all classes. Wear soft clothes. Invite your family, friends and
neighbors!
For Monday mat classes, please bring a mat or beach towel.
Chair Yoga on Wednesdays is good for those who have difficulty sitting on the floor.
Some may enjoy both mat and chair classes.
Through this prayerful practice, may you receive the health benefits of yoga, meditate on the Lord, and know God’s love and
peace in your heart. For more information please call Lois Clymer 215-718-3570, ToLois@aol.com, or call the church office.
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OUTREACH MINISTRY– Lois Schaefer
After Pastor Rockey and Lois Schaefer visited south India in January 2015,
Amazing Grace determined that we would sponsor two seminarians who
were identified as good students with hearts for starting new ministries, Rani
and Joseph. They did not have the financial wherewithal to continue their
studies in Bethel Bible College to fulfill their desire and calling to be equipped
to reach the poorest of the poor.
EQUIPPING CHRISTIAN LEADERS
Although Rani took ill at a critical time when she needed to write her 2nd year exam .
In order to qualify for her 3rd year, she was able to make it up and is now in her 3rd
year of ministry preparation toward her Bachelor of Divinity. Rani’s father doesn’t
earn enough to support her education. But she has a heart for God and a passion to
serve slum dwellers.
SPONSORING CHILDREN
Joseph entered his 2nd year of ministry preparation in June toward
his B.D. He helps in the church service and other activities of the
church; he also plays drums in the worship services. Joseph’s father is sick and bed-ridden
and cannot provide for the family. But Joseph has a desire to serve God.
Amazing Grace also has the opportunity to be the “hands of Jesus” and touch little
children with sponsorship in this new school year. Mark 10:16 And he (Jesus) took the
children in his arms, placed his hands on them and blessed them. There are 700 students at Shalome
Church School from Pre-K through High School; about 450 of these are orphans or semi-orphans who live
in the hostel on campus. After providing funds to build the buildings and fund the growth of this school, an
international television evangelism ministry has redirected their resources this year – this is not a reflection
on the school but just a change in that ministry’s focus. This major hurdle was met with exemplary faith to
trust God for His provision.
At present, over 50 Amazing Grace families have collectively sponsored over 85 children. This is such a
great investment in not only raising up these children to know Jesus, but also touching their families who
are now living lives filled with HOPE as they have asked Jesus to be Lord of their life. In this new school
year, sponsors are asked to pray for the Lord’s guidance as all are encouraged to give their best gift no
matter what the amount. A total sponsorship is $25 a month per child ($75 per quarter; $300 per year).
Checks may be made payable to AGLC with the memo indicating INDIA CHILD SPONSOR.

Lois Schaefer

If you have questions, pleases contact Lois or Pastor Rockey

HUMAN CARE MINISTRY– Jan Poch
“Christmas Blessings
For Children” …
Just around the corner
Our Christmas tree will arrive in
November, laden with gift tags for
children of ages. At that time you can
select a tag, and diligently purchase a gift for a
needy child.
What a fun and joyful way to serve the children in
our community in partnership with
Love I.N.C. (in the name of Christ)

God’s Mirror Image—Jan Poch
When we truly love Jesus with all of our heart,
We will look into the mirror and then we see
The beauty He created in you and me.
There are no imperfections looking back at me.
This is God’s mirror and the image is me.
When your heart overflows with love of our God
You will walk His walk and His will be done.
As you pass by a mirror you will then see
The beauty of the person God wants YOU to be.
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Advent by Candlelight
“Christmas Giving”
Friday, December 9th
6 pm to 8:30 pm

CONCERT

Women, won’t you join us to celebrate Christmas with our
AGLC tradition, Advent by Candlelight? Mark your calendars
for December 9th! Registration begins Sunday, October 30th
and closes on November 27th.
Advent by Candlelight is always a beautiful event with
gorgeous tables, our Worship Center lighted by candles, and
inspiring Christmas music. Our guest vocalist this year is
Dawn DiNome, who is the musical director at St. Vincent de
Paul Catholic Church in Wildwood. She is an accomplished
singer and actor who performs in area concerts, musical
theater productions, and The Villages squares. Her singing
will make Christmas come alive for you!

Charles Johnson has had a
diverse career in music, from
sacred music, to opera, to
country. He started his vocal
music training at the age of 7.
While still in high school, he
became a church Director of
Music and was a part of the
Lyric Opera of Chicago chorus.
Later, he joined “The Four
Guys”, stars of the Grand Ole
Opry and toured with Hank
Williams Jr. for two years.
This free concert will feature a
variety of the most loved
Sacred music.
There will be a free will
offering to benefit the Early
Childhood Center.

Will you join us?
Gift Assembly Line: We are looking for people who are
willing to cut fabric, fold, glue and paint. We are making 225 wooden Nativity sets, one for each of our
guests. Join the Assembly Line on Oct. 24, Nov. 14,
and Nov. 28, 12:30 to 2 pm (after Women of Grace).
We can use EVERYONE!
Hostesses: Would you be a hostess for a table? You
also can co-host with another woman if you would
rather share the task. If you host, you have the opportunity to invite your friends and neighbors, those who
are unconnected to a church or who do not know the
meaning of Christmas. Hostess sign-up begins October 30th at the table in Fellowship Hall. See Maureen
Labagh or Ruth Bremer for more information.
Kitchen Helpers: If you would like to help but not be a
hostess, you can help in the kitchen. Willing workers
are always in demand there! Light refreshments will
be served that evening.
New Women Members: Are you a new(er) member of
Amazing Grace? If you are, we would like you to register and attend. We’d like to introduce you to our
ABC tradition. Just complete the registration form and
turn it in at the table in Fellowship Hall.

Betty Eich - Maureen Labagh - Ruth Bremer
IT’S NEVER TOO LATE TO
JOIN A LIFE GROUP!
Sunday— 6 pm—Amazing Grace
Wednesday-7pm-Amazing Grace
Thursday-1 pm-Amazing Grace

AND, THE STORY BEGINS……

As most of you know, AGLC has begun our journey
through The Story. We are so blessed to have so
many committed, faithful facilitators and participants in our congregation. As of this writing, 159
people have signed up to participate. We expect
more will be added to our numbers as seasonal
residents return and as you share your experience
with friends. Quite a few people from outside our
congregation are joining us for this journey. I know
you will make them feel welcome and embrace
them as part of our family.
Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud
of witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and
the sin that so easily entangles, and let us run with perseverance the race marked out before us. Let us fix our
eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith……
Hebrews 12:1-2

We are praying that each of you will be able to not
only begin this journey but complete the journey
growing in the knowledge of God and joyfully giving
thanks to God for His Story.
It’s NEVER to late to join a Life Group.
For more information call:
Lois Clymer 215-718-3570,
Joanne Robinson 309-922-7346
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N.O.W. (Night of Worship) YOUTH TRANSFORMERS-Wednesday’s. 6:30 pm
The Youth Transformers’ logo/symbol was designed by the youth a number of years ago. It was
prayerfully thought out and is filled with meaning. What do the pictures represent?

Connection - Celebration - Service - Growth
Connection-Chains—connectors-connect to youth in need of Jesus
Celebration—Hands lifted high to Jesus in praise-song
Service-Holding hands-serving and loving one another-together
Growth-Growing in Grace and Knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ-Bible
Study-Spiritual
2 Corinthians 3:18, 2 Corinthians 5:17, ...and we are being transformed into his
likeness...for if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new a come!

TRANSFORMING lives through Christ for today and eternity!

INTRODUCING...OUR NEWEST MEMBERS AT AMAZING GRACE

Top Row:

Dale Meyer, Richard Rehmert,
Pastor Rockey, Gail Farr, Jennifer Yancey (Fall & Olivia)

Front Row:

Joyce Meyer, Carledia Rehmert,
Pam Wahl, James Wahl

To the Right: Our youngest member of Amazing Grace,
Madelyn Page, baptized Sunday, Oct. 2nd, 2016

WELCOME EVERYONE…
TO AMAZING GRACE

OUR MISSION:Transforming lives through Christ
for Today and Eternity by Inviting, Inspiring and
Involving.
AMAZING GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH
4886 CR 472 / Oxford, Fl 34484

Phone: 352-748-1201
Website: www.amazinggracelc.org

Church Schedule
8:00 Traditional Worship
9:00 and 11:15 Fellowship
9:15 Bible Study/Sunday School
10:15 Praise Worship
10:15 Children’s Church

YOUR AGLC CONTACTS
Altar Guild
Sue Livingston 352-399-2236
Children’s Education
Linda Scholfield 352-307-3063
Life Groups
Joanne Robison 309-922-7346
Fellowship
Pat Heinz
414-421-0794
Human Care
Jan Poch
508-982-6337
Membership
Terry Bleau
352-259-7528
Outreach
Lois Schaefer 352-750-5839
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Bill Donaldson Pr 352-561-4154
Jeff Robinson, VP 309-922-7346
Marla Adrian, Sec 407-927-8845
Ron Poch Treas 352-245-1842
Ted Templeton 414-940-6004
Jim Bleau
352-259-7528
Sandy Sanders 314-651-3353

Property
Mark Winka
Stewarding
Ron Biel
Youth
Pastor Rockey

314-717-4133
352-399-5015
352-391-3363

YOUR STAFF
352-748-1201
Pastor Rockey 352-391-3363
Adm. Asst. open
Adm. Asst. Sandy Cashman
YOUR DEACONS
Lois Clymer
215-718-3570
Ralph Grewe
352-753-8085
Wanda Pierce
352-391-9791
Bob Renner
770-380-4617
Bill Schaidt
352-391-1008

NOTE: Cathy Driller is handling all ads for Amazing Grace. If you need
to publicize an event at Amazing Grace, or your group at church has
blessed the community in some way, and you’d like to share it, contact
Cathy at 719-660-8552 or ecdriller@gmail.com.

BIRTHDAYS
October 14-31
Jerry Bauman
Brenda Page
Jeff Robinson
Bob Renner
Ray Jones
Bill McCabe
Christ Donaldson
Bob Kollmorgen
Jan Grewe
Jane Nodar
November
Kathy Pelletier
John Beelke
Roy Zerbe
John Wolfe
Brandon Burns
Don Ruland
Carol Hefty
Joe Ullery
Ruth Weber
Dan Dittburner
Pete Gumuenden
Glen Weible
Beth Fye
Lyle Mueller
Lois Schaefer
Judianne Rutkowski
Marilyn Harris
Julia Rockey
Liz Johnson

14
14
21
22
23
24
25
26
28
31
1
4
5
11
12
12
13
13
16
17
17
18
19
21
23
24
28
29
30

ANNIVERSARIES
October 14-31
Bob & Linda Scholfield 14
Bob & Sandy Van Ham 31
November
Bob & Barb DeLong
23
George & Carol Mattegat 25
John & Diana Dawe
26
Bill & Victoria McCabe 29
James & Martha Rockey 29
Steve & Lori Rockey
29

HA!

