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FROM PAGE TO STAGE

A Year With Frog and Toad is a musical based on the
popular children’s books by Arnold Lobel. A Year With
Frog and Toad was first envisioned by producer and set
designer Adrianne Lobel, and inspired by the timeless
children’s stories of her father, author Arnold Lobel.
This musical weaves together multiple short stories
from the six Frog and Toad books. The show focuses on
the main characters, Frog and Toad, as they wake from
hibernation. The story is told as a series of vignettes
throughout the seasons. The writers of the stage
musical, Rob and Willie Reale, were also drawn to the
original books by Arnold Lobel. “I believe the books
are extremely simple to operate and yet the underlying
themes are human and sophisticated. It was our job to
capture this in a full-blown stage musical.”

CHECK IT OUT

Visit your local library to
find the stories referenced
in the musical A Year With
Frog and Toad:
Frog and Toad Are Friends
Frog and Toad Together
Frog and Toad All Year
Days with Frog and Toad

LISTEN UP

Listen to the Original Broadway Cast Recording of
A Year With Frog and Toad after seeing the production
at Oregon Children’s Theatre. The cast recording is
available on iTunes.

THE ROAD TO BROADWAY

A Year With Frog and Toad is a Tony-Award nominated
musical, receiving nominations for Best Book, Best Score,
and Best Musical. A Year With Frog and Toad was first
seen in 2002 at The Children’s Theatre Company in
Minneapolis. The show moved from the Midwest to New
York City the following year.
At the time the show was groundbreaking in that it
brought professional children’s theater to the Broadway
arena. Only full-length commercial musicals like The Lion
King and Beauty and the Beast were being produced
on Broadway for a family audience. A Year With Frog
and Toad remained at a 90-minute run time when
transferring to Broadway. Additionally, the production set
an unconventional Broadway show schedule and lowered
the ticket prices in order to make the Broadway musical
accessible to family audiences.
Now, sixteen years after opening on Broadway, A Year
With Frog and Toad can be seen at Oregon Children’s
Theatre, bringing the beloved tale from Broadway to you!

www.octc.org
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TEACHING FROG AND TOAD IN THE CLASSROOM
MEET THE FRIENDS
OF FROG AND TOAD

respond, “Yes, let’s!”. They will immediately take
on characteristics of the animal as they move
throughout the room.

In the play, Frog and Toad have many different
types of friends. In these activities, learn more
about these animals and their characteristics.

Teacher Tip

Meet Mouse

Before beginning “Yes, Let’s!”, ask your students to
generate a list of safety guidelines for the exercise.
Try asking, “How can we keep ourselves and one
another safe?” and record the brainstorm in a visible
place. Establish a word that you will say to make
everyone freeze if someone isn’t being safe.

«« For their house, Mouse builds a burrow
with complex tunnels and a long
entrance. Mouse likes to be awake,
working and playing, when it’s dark. In
the winter, Mouse doesn’t hibernate, but
Mouse might try to move into a person’s
house to stay nice and warm.

EXAMINE

Meet Mole

Strategy: Research Project

Objective: Students will find information about the
characteristics and habitats of animals.

«« Mole loves to dig tunnels. He digs
tunnels to find food and to make a space
for a nest to live in. Mole loves to eat! He
eats his whole body weight in food every
day! In the winter, Mole digs tunnels
even deeper into the ground. All of the
yummy bugs go deep to get warm, so he
goes there to find them.

Directions: Set up research stations throughout
your room with different information and activities
related to these three animals. Some examples
might include a book station, a sticker station, an
iPad or laptop station, a movie station, a coloring
book station, etc. The information or activities should
give students details about the characteristics and
habitats of the character. Start by modeling research
for the class (perhaps for a totally different animal, if
you can) by going through each station and choosing
one detail to draw or write in your “research notes”
(this can be a plain white sheet of paper). Give
students 3–5 minutes in each station, and afterwards,
ask them to pair up with a partner and share their
research and what they learned about their animal.
(Alternatively, you could research at each station and
share discoveries as a whole group.)

Meet Bird
«« In a tall tree, Bird builds a warm nest to
live in with grass, twigs, feathers, and
other items she finds. Bird likes to wake
up early in the morning—and she likes
to wake up everyone else, too! Bird
migrates in the winter, leaving the cold
place where they live with their friends
and flying south to find a warm spot to
spend the winter.

EMBODY

Strategy: “Yes, Let’s”

Standards:

Objective: Students will explore animal
characteristics through creative drama.

«« Second Grade Science: 2-LS4-1.
«« First Grade ELA: 1.W.2, 1.W.7

Directions: Invite students to find their places
throughout the room. Explain that, thinking
about the characteristics and habitats of the
characters you’ve studied, the class is going
to pretend together to explore these animals.
The animals will be announced with a calland-response where the teacher says, “Let’s
pretend we’re [type of animal]!” and the students

«« Second Grade ELA: 2.W.2, 1.W.7

«« First Grade Theatre: TH.4.PRE1.1,
TH.6.PRE3.1

«« Second Grade Theatre: TH.4.PRE1.2
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TEACHING FROG AND TOAD IN THE CLASSROOM
CYCLES: MONTHS OF THE YEAR

Strategy: Bean Bag Toss

Objective: Students will practice the months of
the year verbally.

In the play, Frog and Toad move through the
months of the year. In the following activities,
explore the calendar and have fun with creating
different types of cycles!

Directions: Invite students to stand in a circle with
you. Say a student’s name across the circle from
you and toss the bean bag to that specific student.
That student then tosses the bean bag to another
student. Repeat until each person has received the
bean bag once. Explain that you have just created
a pattern. Repeat the pattern until students feel
comfortable. Now, instead of staying the person’s
name, you repeat the months of the year in order
using the same pattern you have created. You can
discuss how a cycle repeats.

EXPLORE

Strategy: Artifact

Objective: Students will express
prior knowledge.
Directions: Hold up a calendar for students to
view or pass around for students to look at.
Then ask the following D.A.R. questions.
xx Describe: What parts are on a calendar?

EXAMINE

xx Analyze: Why might we use a calendar?

Strategy: Cycles Machine

xx Relate: How does the calendar
help us tell time?

Objective: Students will identify cycles that they
see in the world.
Directions: Invite students to think about where else
they see cycles in their world. As a class, generate
an anchor chart. Choose one cycle and discuss what
happens in each step. Discuss how the cycle repeats.
Create a cycle machine by inviting students to create
a sound and gesture for each step of the cycle.
Students add on, each student representing a new
step in the cycle. Add on enough students so that
we can see the cycle repeat.

Teacher Tip: D.A.R. is a specific questioning
strategy that allows the class to hear multiple
ideas on one topic. It helps students move their
thinking fom concrete to abstract thought.
D.A.R. questions are open ended.

EMBODY

Strategy: Data Processing

Objective: Students will organize the
months of the year.

Teacher Tip: An Anchor Chart is a chart that you
make with your students. An anchor chart includes
a definition, examples, and pictures. An anchor
chart is used as a resource for students in the
classroom.

Directions: Twelve students receive an index
card with the twelve different months on them.
Invite the students to hold the card in front of
their bodies so all the other students can see
the card. The students are to place themselves
in order from the start of the year to the end.
The rest of the class can help the students with
the cards. Once complete you can check and
readjust. Repeat until all students have had
a turn.

Standards:

«« Theatre Kinder: TH.6.PR3.K,
TH.9.RE3.K
Theatre 1st: TH.6.PR3.1, TH.9.RE3.1
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TEACHING FROG AND TOAD IN THE CLASSROOM
LETTERS THROUGHOUT HISTORY

Teacher Tip: Looking for artifacts?
You can find examples at these links:

In the play, Frog and Toad use “snail mail,” but
there are many ways to send a note to a friend!
In these activities, students explore forms of
written communication.

www.tinyurl.com/TelegramOCT
www.tinyurl.com/LetterOCT

EXPLORE

www.tinyurl.com/EmailOCT

Strategy: Artifact

Objective: Students will explore different
methods of communication.

EXAMINE

Directions: Print out an example of an email,
a letter, and a telegraph. Pass one example
around at a time and ask the students:

Strategy: Telephone

Objective: Students will consider the purpose of
written communication.

xx Describe: What do you see?

xx Analyze: What do you think this is used for?
What do you think it might be?

Directions: With students in a seated circle,
ask them to pass around a whispered message,
noting how it changes from the beginning. Ask the
students:

xx Relate: What kinds of things can you talk
about with just a few words? What kinds of
things might need a lot of words?

xx Describe: What changed in our message?

xx Analyze: Why did our message change? How
can it be helpful to write down messages to
other people?

As students reflect, share the information
found below as needed.
Letters
Letters are notes written on paper, from one
person to another. They are usually sent in
the mail, and it can take up to a week to get
a letter that’s been sent through the mail in
the U.S. Letters have existed since writing
was invented!

xx Relate: How does it feel to receive a message
from someone else? Why? How can we write
about our feelings? What are some things we
might say if we feel sad? Happy? Angry?

Telegraph
The electrical telegraph was invented in the
United States in 1837. It used a special code
to send messages across wires. The code
was translated by people on both sides of
the wire. The person getting the message
saw it right away—as it was being sent.

Standards:

«« First Grade Social Sciences: 1.2

«« Second Grade Social Sciences: 2.4, 2.20

Email
“Email” is short for electronic mail. It was
invented in 1993, just over 25 years ago.
When an email is sent, the person who is
getting the email gets it right away—they
don’t have to wait! But they do have to go
online on a computer or a phone to see it.
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TEACHING FROG AND TOAD IN THE CLASSROOM
WRITING A LETTER

SCRIPT:

Teacher: When I put on this hat, I will be Bird,
a character from the play.

Collaborate to write a friendly letter
from a character’s perspective.

EMBODY

Put on costume piece.

Objective: Students will write a letter
collaboratively and think critically about
communicating through written word.

Class responds.

Bird: Oh! Hello! I’m Bird! Who are you?

Strategy: Teacher-in-Role

Bird: You’re students? You must be very smart.
Hmm... I might need your help. Would you be
willing to help me?

Directions: For teacher-in-role, you will embody
a character and ask for help from your students.
You may use the script below or change it to
make it fit your needs. If students have already
studied how to write a letter, brainstorm with
them to remember all of the parts. (If they
haven’t yet studied this, simply work with them to
develop the message and put it in letter format
as you write.) Once students have engaged with
their prior knowledge, tell them that you will be
going into role as a character from the play—
that you will be pretending. You can use a
hat, scarf, or other accessory to indicate your
character shift.

Class responds.
Bird: Oh, wonderful! Here’s my problem: I am
travelling back to my home after spending the
winter in the south. Do you know why I leave
my home for the winter?
Class responds. If they aren’t sure, Bird can give
them extra details.
Bird: I’m so excited to go home, but I didn’t
realize that I would be leaving so soon! I need
to leave today, and I won’t have time to say
goodbye to all of my friends here. I’d like to
write a letter to my friends here. I want to say
goodbye to them and explain why I have to go
home. I want to make sure they know that I had
a great time with them! Can you help me?

Teacher Tip: Teacher-in-Role is a great
opportunity to position your students as
experts in a structured manner. It’s also a
chance for you to play with your students,
which makes learning more fun for
everyone!

Class responds.
Bird: What should I write first?
Work with the class to write the whole letter. If
they want extra details, feel free to make them
up—what Bird did with their friends, what he’ll
miss, etc.
Bird: Thank you for helping me write a letter!
Take off the costume piece and remind students
that you are no longer Bird, you are their
teacher. Ask students to reflect:
Describe: What did you do with Bird?
Analyze: What was difficult? What was easy?
Relate: Why? Why might you write a letter
to a friend?

Standards:

«« First Grade ELA 1.W.2
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TEACHING FROG AND TOAD IN THE CLASSROOM
EXPLORING THE FOUR SEASONS

EXAMINE

Strategy: Art Activity

Frog and Toad love to experience the different
seasons. The following activities allow students to
explore each season of the year.

Objective: Students will share a personal
connection and find commonalities/
differences with one another.

EXPLORE

Strategy: Artifact

Objective: Students will classify and categorize
objects.
Directions: Collect different objects that can be
found during each season of the year. During class,
pull one object out at a time and ask the students to
answer the following questions about each object.
xx Describe: Use your five sentences to describe
this object.
xx Analyze: What would this object be used for?

xx Relate: What season would you use this
for? Why? Discuss the four seasons and
characteristics of each seasons.

Directions: Ask the students to close their
eyes. Invite the students to think about
something that they like to do during a
specific season. Invite students to share their
idea with a neighbor. As a whole class create
an anchor chart for each season. For example,
“In Fall we like to...” Students can complete
the arts activity on the next page. Divide
a paper plate into four sections using one
horizontal and one vertical line. Arrange and
glue the objects on the plate to display
a cycle.
Objective: Identify season names and select
the image that matches, organize them to
show the cycle of seasons.

EMBODY

Directions: Cut out the objects, color each,
and organize on a paper plate to show a cycle
of the seasons, pairing the season name with
its corresponding image.

Strategies: Soundscape and This Setting Needs
Objective: Students will identify sounds for a
specific season.

Directions: Choose one season to focus on. Invite
the students to brainstorm a list of sounds that
they hear during that season on poster paper. The
sounds might come from people, animals, or the
environment around them. Ask each student to
choose a different sound from the list and repeat
the sound. Is it loud or soft? Is it fast or slow? As the
teacher, lead the students in creating a soundscape
by inviting children to begin their sound by tapping
their shoulder. If you tap their shoulder again they
will stop. Have multiple students repeat their sound
at a time, creating a soundscape.
Then, Choose one season to explore. Ask “What
does this setting need?” Allow students to name one
thing we see during that season. Invite the student
with the idea to come up front and embody it. What
does it look like? Now ask, “What else does this
setting need?” Encourage students to add on to the
picture that students are already creating. Add until
many students have participated. Allow the students
left to take a picture with an imaginary camera.
6
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WRITE TO OREGON CHILDREN’S THEATRE

We love hearing student feedback and responses to our shows!
Please feel free to share any comments from students with us:
Oregon Children’s Theatre
1939 NE Sandy Blvd.
Portland, OR 97232
Letters can also be emailed to:
teachers@octc.org.

Oregon Children’s Theatre receives support from the Oregon Arts
Commission, a state agency funded by the state of Oregon and the
National Endowment for the Arts.

Follow us!

Like us!

@OCTPortland

OregonChildrensTheatre

www.octc.org
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