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ABOUT THE SHOW 
It’s rock-n-roll in a bug’s world! An exploration into the 
diaries of three best friends: Worm, Spider, and Fly. Worm 
loves to eat his homework, Fly is flexing her superpowers, 
and Spider dreams of one day being able to molt!

Promoting themes of earth science, embracing 
uniqueness, and growing up, Diary of a Worm, A Spider, 
and a Fly is a cheerful, rock-n-roll musical inquiry into the 
world outside… You might find that a bug’s world isn’t all 
that different from yours!

Based on the books Diary of a Worm, Diary of a Spider, 
and Diary of a Fly, written by New York Times bestselling 
author Doreen Cronin, this show will have you itching to 
jump out of your seat and rock out with us!

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Doreen Cronin grew up in Merrick, New York with her 
parents, two brothers, and sister. She was terribly shy 
as a child, and her first grade teacher, Mrs. Cooper, 
encouraged her to express herself through writing if she 
wasn’t comfortable talking. Cronin started writing stories 
when she was six years old and never stopped. She tried 
many different careers, all of which involved writing: 
she studied journalism in college, wrote educational 
curriculum, and practiced law. She also continued to write 
poems and children’s stories as a hobby, until Click, Clack, 
Moo was published and she became a full-time children’s 

book author. In addition to Click, Clack, Moo and Diary 
of a Worm, a Spider, and a Fly, she has written dozens 
of other books such as Mom Operating Manual, Chicken 
Squad, Bloom, and Rescue Bunnies.

BIG IDEAS
• Many different types of people living together 

make a community rich.

• Friends embrace each other’s differences – they 
like you for you.

• Don’t be afraid to be your true self – you have 
strengths nobody else has.

• Growing up can bring changes that are both 
scary and exciting.

• No matter how small you feel, what you do 
matters – you can make a difference.

www.octc.org
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be present, and even important parts of the 
environment (chalkboard, web, diary, etc).

Example: Read a section out loud and ask, “What 
characters are in this scene? Spider! Who would like 
to come up and be Spider? And a spider has 8 legs, 
so let’s get a few more students to join in on being 
Spider. All of you will speak Spider’s lines together, 
and work together to be Spider’s moving legs. Who 
else is in this scene?” 

Continue to do this until the scene is fully populated 
with characters and environmental elements. Work 
with the class to decide who should read what part 
of each section (Narration can be divided among 
inanimate objects in the space, for instance.) 

Note: It can be useful to have multiple students 
assigned to the same line, especially if you can 
partner less confident readers with more confident 
readers.  

Different groups of students can perform different 
sections of the book/pages. The dialogue in the 
scene should be exactly what is in the book – have 
students practice reading the story out loud while 
performing it – invite them to focus on speaking 
loudly, clearly, and with feeling.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS/ACTIVITIES 
BEFORE THE PLAY:

1. What do a worm, a spider, and a fly look 
like? Describe/draw each.

• Examples: Spiders have 8 legs and 8 eyes; 
flies have wings, 5 eyes and 6 legs; worms 
have no legs or eyes, but light-sensitive and 
touch-sensitive organs (receptor cells), and 
look like small pieces of cotton threads.

2. Activity: “Cross the Room”

• Clear a space so the class can move from 
one side of the room to another. Tell them 
we are going to explore different ways 
people can move to get from one place 
to another. It could be walking, running 
(safely), skipping, or even using some form 
of transportation like a car or a bicycle. Once 
they have crossed the room in one way, they 
must turn back and cross the room a whole 
new way!

 x If your class is too large to all cross the 
room at once, split into two groups – 
Group A crosses the room and wait on 
the other side while Group B crosses the 
room. Then A’s cross the room again. Ask 
the group that was watching to name 
what they saw. Then have them try to 
cross the room in a totally new way!

• Next, suggest different bugs from the show 
and invite them to cross the room like that 
animal: spider, fly, worm, ants, butterflies, 
bees, etc. 

• Reflect: What was it like to be different 
bugs? How do you think you would interact 
with the world differently?

3. “Story Theatre”: Read Diary of a Worm, 
Spider, and Fly with your class. Ask them to 
imagine what parts of the book might look 
like onstage. Help them create short scenes 
from the book by constructing scenes and 
dialogues directly from the page – students 
can embody characters who are explicitly 
named, but also other characters that might 
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Here are some further resources 
for leading Reader’s Theatre in your 
classroom: 

• http://www.readingrockets.org/
strategies/readers_theater

• http://thencbla.org/wp-content/
uploads/2015/10/Readers-Theater-
Education-Resource-Guide.pdf

• http://www.readwritethink.org/
classroom-resources/lesson-plans/
readers-theatre-172.html?tab=4

http://www.readingrockets.org/strategies/readers_theater
http://www.readingrockets.org/strategies/readers_theater
http://thencbla.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/Readers-Theater-Education-Resource-Guide.pdf
http://thencbla.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/Readers-Theater-Education-Resource-Guide.pdf
http://thencbla.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/Readers-Theater-Education-Resource-Guide.pdf
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/readers-theatre-172.html?tab=4
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/readers-theatre-172.html?tab=4
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/readers-theatre-172.html?tab=4


3

WRITING ACTIVITIES

RESOURCE GUIDE

TEACHING DIARY OF A WORM, A SPIDER, & A FLY  
IN THE CLASSROOM

4. “Discussion”: In Diary of a Worm, a 
Spider, and a Fly, we learned how each of 
them was different, and how their friends 
supported them in being different and 
being themselves. Where are some places 
in the story where the characters find out 
they are different? How do they respond? 
What are some ways you and your friends 
are different? How do we show people that 
we like them for who they are? How do we 
help make people feel comfortable being 
themselves, even if maybe it’s different than 
what we are used to?

QUESTIONS/ACTIVITIES AFTER SEEING 
THE PLAY:

1. What are the similarities between spiders, 
worms, and flies?

2. What habitats do each insect in the play live 
in? How does where they live match their 
physical characteristics?

3. What is our habitat? How does it match our 
characteristics?

4. Each character in the play was facing their 
own challenge (something that was hard for 
them). What were some of the challenges 
the characters faced? How did they 
overcome them? What did overcoming those 
challenges look like?

• Are they facing any challenges similar to 
what human kids face? Describe some 
human kid challenges. What are some ways 
human kids can overcome them? What 
would overcoming them look like?

5. If you could meet these characters, what 
questions would you ask them?

• Language Arts: Writing: Text Types 
and Purposes

K-3.W.2
Write informative/explanatory texts 
to examine a topic and convey 
ideas and information clearly.

• Language Arts: Speaking & 
Listening: Presentation of 
Knowledge and Ideas

1-3.SL.4
Report on a topic or text, tell a 
story, or recount an experience 
with appropriate facts and relevant, 
descriptive details, speaking clearly 
at an understandable pace.

1-3.SL.6
Speak in complete sentences when 
appropriate to task and situation in 
order to provide requested detail or 
clarification. 

• Language Arts: Language: 
Conventions of Standard English

K-3.L.1
Demonstrate command of the 
conventions of standard English 
grammar and usage when writing 
or speaking.

K-3.L.2
Demonstrate command of the 
conventions of standard English 
capitalization, punctuation, and 
spelling when writing.

• Language Arts: Language: 
Knowledge of Language

2-3.L.3
Use knowledge of language and 
its conventions when writing, 
speaking, reading, or listening.
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1. Creating an “All About Me” project: Write 
a biography about yourself to present to 
your fellow classmates. Include information 
about yourself, what makes you special and 
unique, your characteristics, personality, 
talents, and where you live. 

2. “Diary Entry”: Write a diary entry on what 
you think would happen next if the play 
continued. Describe 4-5 new experiences 
that these characters endeavor. When you 
are done, share this with a classmate and 
compare your stories. 

• Questions to get the students brainstorming, 
if needed: How would these insects change 
and grow? Would they move? Would they 
get stuck in a web or fly-stick paper? Does 
someone save the day/save a life? Do they 
meet another friend? You can add dialogue 
between the characters.

• Optional: use the worksheet attached.

TEACHING DIARY OF A WORM, A SPIDER, & A FLY  
IN THE CLASSROOM
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VISUAL VOCAB

DEAR DIARY 
Students will write about how their school day has been. I recommend completing an entry at 
the beginning of the week and one at the end of the week so you can compare the two entries.

Directions: 
• In 4-5 sentences write a diary entry about your school day and what you did.

• Make sure you close your diary entry with a closing word about your feelings for the day and 
name.

Dear Diary,
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Students will be able to work on spelling their words and learning their definitions through 
writing and drawing them.

PART I: SPIDER’S WEB WORDS
Directions:

• Using six of your spelling words create a spider web with a word hidden in the spider 
web. Make a different spider web for each word in the boxes below.

• One you create the spider web have a classmate try to find the hidden word.

VISUAL VOCAB

What word do you see?

What word do you see?
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PART II: WORM’S ART CLASS
Directions: 

• Using the spelling words in Spider’s Web Words:

 x Draw a picture of the word

 x Write a sentence using the word

 x Draw a picture of the word

VISUAL VOCAB

Write a sentence that uses your spelling word.

Draw a picture about your spelling word.

Spelling word
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SCIENCE  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. “Person in a Mess” (note: this is best when 
done as a character! Let the class know that 
you are going to invite a special guest into 
the class that needs their help. Teacher will 
then transform into a character that is in “big 
trouble” and needs the class’s help.)

• Present yourself as the character and explain 
that you are a Junior Entomologist, a person 
who studies bugs. Explain that you were 
tasked with arranging the bugs into the 
proper areas in the bug museum, but you 
got the images all out of order and now you 
don’t know which is which!

• Breaking the class into groups of 4-5 
students – give each student a packet that 
contains 6-8 bug images, one per card, 
with a brief description of the bug, but no 
characterization. Also in the packet, place 
definitions for the different bug/creature, 
explaining what characteristics make up that 
classification. 

• Example: Insects have an exoskeleton which 
is a hard, shell-like covering on the outside 
of their bodies. They have three main body 
parts: a head, thorax, and abdomen. All 
insects have a pair of antennae on their 
heads and at least three pairs of legs. 

• Have the students sort the photos/images 
into groups according to the different 
classifications you’ve provided. Images can 
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be the same for every group, or have some 
variety among groups. At the end, you can 
have your character check their work, or have 
a gallery walk where the students look at each 
other’s work. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. “Charades”: Using body motions, act out one 
of the insects featured in play, and think of how 
you would view the world and act if you were 
that insect. Once the students guess which 
insect you are, ask some questions to prompt 
discussion. 

• These are possible questions to ask, if needed: 
How does this insect see the world differently 
than you do? How would this insect live 
their daily lives differently than you do? This 
can also relate to theatre. Actors have to 
picture how they would see the world in their 
character’s shoes, and why they act a certain 
way. Artists and Designers have to picture the 
world the characters live in and re-create that 
environment. 

• Here is an example of a complete 
lesson plan utilizing this strategy: 
http://dbp.theatredance.utexas.edu/
content/mayhem-museum

• For guidance on role play activities, 
check out: 
http://dbp.theatredance.utexas.edu/
content/role-play-0

• Science: Hereditary: Inheritance 
and Variation of Traits

3.LS3.1
Analyze and interpret data to 
provide evidence that plants and 
animals have traits inherited from 
parents and that variation of these 
traits exists in a group of similar 
organisms.

http://dbp.theatredance.utexas.edu/content/mayhem-museum
http://dbp.theatredance.utexas.edu/content/mayhem-museum
http://dbp.theatredance.utexas.edu/content/role-play-0
http://dbp.theatredance.utexas.edu/content/role-play-0
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MATHEMATICS 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. Venn diagram: What are the similarities 
between spiders, worms, and flies? Create a 
Venn diagram for discussion. 

2. Bar graph: Survey the class about their 
favorite insect from the show, and create a  
bar graph.

LESSON PLAN #1 – SCIENCE POST-SHOW 
LESSON: INSECT CHARACTERISTICS, 
HOMES, AND HABITATS

Grade Level: K-3
Length: 30-35 minutes
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• Mathematics: Measurement & 
Data: Represent and interpret data

MATH.CONTENT.2-3.MD.B.3
Measurement & Data: Represent 
and interpret data

Oregon Standards:
• (K) ESS2.E

Plants and animals can change 
their environment. (K-ESS2-2)

• (1st) LS1.A
All organisms have external 
parts. Different animals use their 
body parts in different ways to 
see, hear, grasp objects, protect 
themselves, move from place to 
place, and seek, find, and take in 
food, water and air.

• (1st) LS1.D
Animals have body parts that 
capture and convey different 
kinds of information needed for 
growth and survival. Animals 
respond to these inputs with 
behaviors that help them survive. 
Plants also respond to some 
external inputs.

• (3rd) LS4.D
Populations live in a variety of 
habitats, and change in those 
habitats affects the organisms 
living there.

 Materials:
• White Board/Chalkboard

• White Board Markers/Chalk

Directions:
STEP ONE: Where do we see____?

1. Explain to students that now that we have 
seen many different insects from the show 
and where they live, that we are going 
to explore different homes that all these 
different characters/insects live in.

2. Ask students “where we would see (character/
insect) living?” Create a list on the board and 
repeat for each character/insect. 

3. Once you have finished creating the different 
lists, explain to students that all these places 
are homes or habitats for insects. Explain 
to students what a habitat is, and how it is 
another word for a creature/insect’s home.
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STEP TWO: Frozen Statue 
1. Explain to students that now since we saw 

and learned about so many different insects 
from the show and reviewed where they 
lived, we are going to pretend we are them 
now!

2. Have students spread out in the room arms 
out so they have enough room. Finger tips 
should not be touching anyone else. 

3. Explain to students that you will call out 
each character/insect and they will have 
5 seconds to think of a frozen statue 
representing the character/insect.

4. Remind students to think of all the different 
characteristics of the insect we learned 
about. How many legs did each character 
have? What special skill did different 
characters have?

5. Ask students if they have any questions.

6. Call out one character one by one following 
this prompt: “I would like everyone to show 
me  (character/insect) with their bodies and 
facial expressions!  Show me (Character/
insect) in 5...4...3...2...1…freeze!”

7. Once students are frozen, look around the 
room at different images and note out loud 
what you are seeing in students’ bodies (are 
there different levels? What are students 
doing with their arms? Facial expressions?)

8. Choose three students to stay frozen so 
other students can see what they did by 
saying “Alright, I would like _________, 
____________, and __________ to stay frozen 
and everyone else can unfreeze”

9. Spotlight each student’s frozen image one 
by one and have other students describe the 
image they see. 

10. Have the student unfreeze and explain what 
they were trying to portray with their bodies.
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11. Do this for each student that you have 
spotlighted. 

12. Repeat steps #6-#11 for each character/insect.

STEP THREE: Sound And Movement
1. Having students stay in place where they 

are from the Step Two Activity, explain to 
them that now that we have embodied the 
different insects, that now we are going to 
put a sound and movement to each one. 

2. Explain to students that staying where they 
are in place, that we will go through each 
insect again and this time to embody them, 
that we are going to give them each a 
sound and a movement.

3. One example you can share with students 
so they understand is a snake. Explain to 
students that if you were to say “Give me 
a Sound and Movement for a Snake” that 
they would have 5 seconds to think about a 
sound and movement for that snake. 

4. Say to students “If I were to do a sound a 
movement for a snake, I may make a “sssss” 
sound and wiggle my body like I was 
moving like a snake.” 

5. Explain to students that you will ask them 
to give you a sound and movement for a 
certain insect, then they will have 5 seconds 
to think in their heads about a sound and 
movement to do for that insect. Then tell 
students you will give them a countdown 
to when they can begin their sound and 
movement  (see Step 7 for reference)

6. Ask students if they have any questions 
before we start. 

7. When ready to start, say to students “I 
want everyone to give me a Sound and 
Movement for a _________ Show me that 
sound and movement in 5...4...3...2...1… 
go!”
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8. Once students are making their sounds 
and movements, look around the room at 
different ones and note out loud what you 
are seeing students do (What are students 
doing with their bodies? What sounds are 
students making?)

9. Have students stop and ask for three 
students to share their sound and 
movement they did. Have students explain 
why they chose that sound and movement. 

10. Repeat steps 7-9 for each insect.

LESSON PLAN #2 – INTRODUCTION TO 
MUSIC: RHYTHM, DYNAMICS, TONE
Grade Level: k-3
Length: 30-45 minutes

Materials:
• Something to write on

• A writing utensil

Directions:
STEP ONE: Machine (Modified)

1. This strategy will explore the circle of 
life and how the natural sounds and 
movements of the animal world work 
together in contributing to the overall 
soundscape.

2. Invite the group to a large circle and 
introduce the next activity: Machine.

3. Encourage a volunteer to move to the 
front of the space or the center of the 
circle and make a simple, repetitive sound 
and movement to reflect an aspect of the 
animal world (a buzz with the motion of 
bee’s wings is one example), this is the first 
piece of the machine.

4. Invite another person to find a way to 
add another sound/movement that might 
interact with or influence (whether it be 
instigating the movement or receiving it).

5. Continue to call students into the machine.

6. Play with tempo—turn up the speed so the 
machine must work quickly, or slow down 
the machine so it must work very slowly.

7. Free the machine after a bit and ask the 
students who are watching to identify what 
elements of the animal world they believe 
their peers to be replicating.

8. Continue to explore cause and effect, 
levels, tempo, and quality of movements 
throughout the activity.

9. Encourage students to reflect on the 
technical aspects of the sounds they are 
making—why did they choose a higher 
tone for this part of the machine and a 
lower one for another?

Oregon Standards:
• MU:Cr1.1.Ka 

With guidance, students explore 
and experience music concepts 
(such as beat and melodic 
contour).

• MU:Cr1.1.1a 
With limited guidance, students 
create musical ideas (such as 
answering a musical question) 
for a specific purpose

• MU:Pr4.3.1a 
Students demonstrate and 
describe music’s expressive 
qualities (such as dynamics and 
tempo)

• TH:Cr1.1.K
• TH:Cr2-PK 
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Directions:
STEP TWO: Soundscape

1. In this strategy, students will explore the 
“animal world” in which this play takes place 
auditorily by creating a soundscape.

2. Invite them to both name the sounds (i.e. 
frogs croaking, birds tweeting, etc.) and to 
actually produce those sounds vocally (i.e. 
ribbit ribbit, tweet tweet, buzz, etc.).

3. Write each idea a student has on the board 
for them to see and reference.

4. Once the group has produced various ideas, 
ask for volunteers to perform the different 
sound ideas vocally, ideally having similar 
sounds seated by one another.

5. Once they have established a clear 
soundscape, begin to introduce vocabulary 
such as crescendo and decrescendo 
(get louder/get softer) and conduct the 
performers using hand signals.

6. Reflect on how the loudness or softness 
of sound affected the work, then use the 
example of the “animal world” soundscape 
to dive deep into music vocabulary such as 
tonality, beat, rhythm, and dynamics.

STEP THREE: Reflection
1. In what moments from the show did you 

hear animal sounds?

2. When were moments in the play that the 
music/sounds became louder or softer?

3. What animals did you choose to embody in 
the soundscape and machine? Why?
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WRITE TO OREGON CHILDREN’S THEATRE 
We love hearing student feedback and responses to our shows!  
Please feel free to share any comments from students with us: 
Oregon Children’s Theatre  
1939 NE Sandy Blvd.  
Portland, OR 97232 
Letters can also be emailed to:  
teachers@octc.org.

  Follow us!
@OCTPortland

 Like us!
OregonChildrensTheatre 

www.octc.org

Oregon Children’s Theatre receives support from the Oregon Arts 

Commission, a state agency funded by the state of Oregon and the 

National Endowment for the Arts.
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Online Resources: 
• Tips to Engage Kids: https://www.edutopia.org/

classroom-student-participation-tips 

• National Geographic for Kids — scientific facts about 
insects. https://kids.nationalgeographic.com/animals/
hubs/insects/ 

• Doreen Cronin’s website. About the author, her blog, 
other children’s books, FAQs, and a contact page: 
http://doreencronin.com/about/

• Tips for educational diary writing for kids: https://www.theschoolrun.com/diary-writing-for-
children, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=72eMXZWKwBM

• Children’s Books that the play is based on: https://www.the-best-childrens-books.org/Diary-
of-a-Worm.html

• Interview with the author: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bExcqm0krD4 

• Tips for songwriting for children: http://customserenade.com/songwriting-for-kids/ 

• Museums Victoria; Insects live in different habitats: https://museumsvictoria.com.au/website/
education/learning-lab/little-science/teacher-guide/insects-live-in-different-places/index.html

mailto:teachers%40octc.org.?subject=Letters%20from%20Students
http://www.octc.org
https://www.edutopia.org/classroom-student-participation-tips
https://www.edutopia.org/classroom-student-participation-tips
https://kids.nationalgeographic.com/animals/hubs/insects/
https://kids.nationalgeographic.com/animals/hubs/insects/
http://doreencronin.com/about/
https://www.theschoolrun.com/diary-writing-for-children
https://www.theschoolrun.com/diary-writing-for-children
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=72eMXZWKwBM
https://www.the-best-childrens-books.org/Diary-of-a-Worm.html
https://www.the-best-childrens-books.org/Diary-of-a-Worm.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bExcqm0krD4
http://customserenade.com/songwriting-for-kids/ 
https://museumsvictoria.com.au/learning/learning-lab/little-science/
https://museumsvictoria.com.au/learning/learning-lab/little-science/

