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A master of the form
gets graphic.

Openings, closings
see and be seen.

Hamptons Play Big Role in “Kill My Mother”
t 86 years young, Jules Feiffer is one of the
latest artists to take advantage of the solitude
of the Hamptons to produce a noteworthy work.
Released last year to great acclaim, Kill My Mother
is a graphic novel in the film noir style, Feiffer’s first
foray into the genre. “This book would not exist
except that I came out here to live, and I discovered
that I could do it,” says Feiffer.
Motivated by creativity and a strong
desire to avoid the boring, the Pulitzer Prizewinning cartoonist and playwright found
that living in East Hampton year-round
presented a unique set of challenges for a
career-minded individual. Commuting back
and fourth to New York City to continue his
work in the theater was difficult.
“I had to figure out what would work
for me naturally and organically in an
environment that was not the city. I was
always a fan of thriller and detective stories,
and I always wanted to work in that form.
Jules Feiffer
I took a shot at writing an un-illustrated
story, and that became boring. The graphic
novel was, at first, a fun little exercise and then it
became an exciting work I was determined to pursue
for my career and life.”
The result was Kill My Mother, a 150-page adventure
comic that follows the lives of three women, as they
embark on a life-changing mystery. “Rarely if ever
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OPENINGS AND EVENTS
SPRING TRAINING ART SHOW FOR EAST HAMPTON
ARTISTS & WRITERS CELEBRITY SOFTBALL GAME
3/14, 6–8 p.m. Through 3/29. Representational and abstract
art influenced by softball. Kathryn Markel Fine Arts Gallery,
2418 Montauk Highway, Bridgehampton. awgame.org. See
story on DansPapers.com.
PARRISH PERSPECTIVES AT PARRISH ART GALLERY
3/15, 11 a.m.–1 p.m. Through 4/26. Special morning
reception to celebrate the special spring exhibitions, “Jules
Feiffer: Kill My Mother,” “Joe Zucker: Life & Times of an Orb
Weaver” and “Robert Dash: Theme and Variations.” Coffee,
mimosas and breakfast treats will be served. Parrish Art
Museum, 279 Montauk Highway, Water Mill. 631-283-2118
parrishart.org
JULES FEIFFER: “KILL MY MOTHER” CONVERSATION
AND BOOK SIGNING AT PARRISH ART MUSEUM
3/20, 6 p.m. The artist discusses his life and career. $10
admission/$30 for book. Parrish Art Museum, 279 Montauk
Highway, Water Mill. 631-283-2118 parrishart.org. Read
interview with Feiffer above.
ARTIST
WINE
&
CHEESE
RECEPTION
FOR
DR. WILL RYDER AT TEMPLE ADAS ISRAEL
3/22, 4–6 p.m. Reception for the artist, who created a
14-piece series of 24x30 acrylic paintings never before
exhibited in their entirety, Temple Adas Israel, 30 Atlantic
Avenue, Sag Harbor. 631-725-0904 templeadasisrael.org
ARTIST’S VIEW: JOE ZUCKER AT PARRISH ART MUSEUM
4/3, 6 p.m. The artist gives a guided tour of his Parrish

the notes more intriguing. “I almost always find [wall
notes] boring, even if they’re interesting,” he says of
typical museum notes.
“I’m having as much or more fun [now] as any
point in my career,” says Feiffer. Kill My Mother is
the second book in a soon-to-be-released three-part
series. Feiffer is currently 60 pages into creating
Cousin Joseph, a prequel. The sequel to Kill My
Mother will follow.
Jules Feiffer: Kill My Mother runs March 15–April 26
at the Parrish Art Museum. See additional info below.

Perspectives exhibit. $10/free for members. Parrish Art
Museum, 279 Montauk Highway, Water Mill. 631-283-2118
parrishart.org
ROBERT DASH ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSION AT PARRISH
4/11, 11 a.m. Conversation with friends and colleagues of
Robert Dash from the worlds of art, poetry and gardening.
$10/free for members. Parrish Art Museum, 279 Montauk
Highway, Water Mill. 631-283-2118 parrishart.org
77TH ANNUAL MEMBERS EXHIBITION AT GUILD HALL
5/2, 4–6 p.m. Through 6/6. A non-juried exhibition of more
than 400 of Guild Hall’s artist members. Guild Hall, 158 Main
Street, East Hampton. 631-324-0806 guildhall.org

ONGOING
GUIDED TOURS OF SPECIAL EXHIBITIONS AT PARRISH
2 p.m. Wednesdays, Saturdays and Sundays. Tours last
one hour. Permanent collection tours on Wednesdays and
Sunday; Special exhibition tours on Saturdays. Free with
museum admission. Parrish Art Museum, 279 Montauk
Highway, Water Mill. 631-283-2118 parrishart.org
BETWEEN THE BRIDGES: WORK BY QUOGUE AND EAST
QUOGUE ARTISTS
Through 3/31. Ellen Ball, Peter Beston, Marissa Bridge,
Margot Carr, Lynn Crowe, Holland Cunningham, Susan
Cushing, Brittany Echard, Vito Gentile. Quogue Library, 90
Quogue St., Quogue. 631-653-4224 quoguelibrary.com
STUDENT ARTS FESTIVAL GRADES 9–12 AT GUILD HALL
Through 4/12. More than 3,500 works of student art pieces
on display. Monday–Thursday 3:30–5 p.m., Friday and
Saturday, 11 a.m.–5 p.m., Sunday noon–5 p.m. Guild Hall,
158 Main Street, East Hampton. 631-324-0806 guildhall.org

For more events and to post your event online go to
Events.DansPapers.com.
Events submitted by noon Friday will be considered for the
print calendar.
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does [film noir] deal with strong women in conflict
with other strong women. That idea was interesting
to me,” says Feiffer of the decision to have the work
female-focused. However, he emphasizes that when
he embarks on an idea, he doesn’t map out exactly
how far it will take him. “I see myself as the record
keeper bringing the book to life,” he says. “If you
want something to work, you have to remove your
head and let the characters tell you what to write.”
Feiffer reviewed Turner Classic Movies from the
’30s and ’40s for inspiration, pausing during
intriguing scenes to get a sense of how to
draw a noir background. (The movies were
so essential to Feiffer’s creative process
that he credits “a 65-inch Blu-ray highdefinition flat screen and the pause button
on my remote” in his acknowledgements in
Kill My Mother.)
Feiffer drew all of the scenes, and then
created the dialogue with a tissue overlay
that was digitally entered into the book. “I
begin by plotting an opening of what the
story is going to look like,” Feiffer says of
writing dialogue. “And once you have an
opening line, it’s like parlor games.”
Feiffer’s fans on the East End will have the
opportunity to experience the action-packed novel
in person, as the Parrish Art Museum has curated
an exhibit that showcases over 140 large-scale ink
and watercolor drawings from Kill My Mother. Feiffer
illustrated wall notes for the show, in order to make
Daniel Gonzalez

BY KELLY LAFFEY

