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Dear Friends, 
 
 During tumultuous, eventful times, it is easy to forget the basics. The 
fundamental message of the gospel is that redemption has been accomplished 
through Jesus Christ, and that the great benefits of his finished work are available 
to anyone who asks, by faith. During epochs such as ours, which features terror 
attacks in Europe, a troubled American presidency, mass emigrations, but also 
medical advances, and so much more, if we want to respond sensibly we will 
want to stand on solid ground. 
 
 One of the principal gospel essentials is care for the poor. Poverty relief 
was a principal sign that the Kingdom of God had arrived (Luke 4:18). A mark of 
true apostleship was remembering the poor (Galatians 2:10; Hebrews 13:16). This 
ministry is not an appendix, but an integral part of the gospel message.  
 
 For anyone who knows them, the French are an extraordinarily 
compassionate people. If you are ever in trouble, you’ll want to be in France! 
French believers are particularly sensitive about the neediest. This is attested by 
the hundreds of Christian relief organizations in that country. One of the best is 
called Le SEL. It was created in 1980 by the Alliance Évangélique Française, 
with the purpose of being obedient to the biblical mandate to match words with 
actions. While its primary mission is poverty relief in developing countries, it has 
a strong educational commitment, which one can verify by accessing one of their 
web sites [https://www.topchretien.com/auteurs/sel/].  
 
 Our Seminary in Aix is close to Le SEL. As you know, it trains leaders to 
be gospel proclaimers and also proper social activists. It does this in the 
classroom, and through mentoring, as well as special colloquia on such questions 
as “Pauvreté, Justice et Compassion”. In that particular symposium, seminars 
included, “Jesus’ Attitude toward the Poor”, “Obstacles to Poverty Relief”, “The 
Causes and Cures for Poverty”, and the like. Such conferences are broadcast far 
and wide through communications outfits such as Trésorsonore.  
 
 This month, the Faculté Jean Calvin begins its forty-third academic year. 
Please pray that it remain faithful to the full message of the gospel! 
 
     Very Truly Yours, 
 
     William Edgar, President 


