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Sondvewr Witson

Rorn  MAY [8SF - GEORGETOWN, B RITISH 6UYANA
0IED (%€ 6 - SYPNEY ,AVSTRALIA

ANDREW WATSoN WAS BoRN IN BRITISH Guyana THE Syv OF PETRR MILLzR,
A GLASGOW SUGAR MERCHANT, AND RoSE WATSoN, WHo CAME FROM DEMERARA,
WHERE THE SUGAR |vAS DISCVERED."THE DEMERARA DESTROYER',AS He (AmE
[0 BE KNOWN, M OVED To BRITAN To BE EDUCATES N THE PROPER MANNER
STUDYING AT RUGBY, KING6S (oLLEGE LONpoN AND EVENTUWALLY, GLASGOW /
UNWVERSITY. AT THIS TIME/-IHE mip lg?oly/ ASSOCIATION FOOTBALL WAS
JUST MoVING oUT OF THE DAYS OF KICKING & P> FROM ONE ENp oF
THE ToWN To THe OTHER. WATSoN ¥ouND HE HAD A NAT|/RAL TALENT FOR
THE NEWLY ORGANISED GAME ,PoSSIBLY ASSISTED BY PLAYING “TyaRE2"- A
GAME POPVLAR [N GUYANGK PLAYED IN SUGAR FIELDS AND SIMILAR TO #
GAELIC FOOTBALL . WHILE STUpYING NATURAL PHILOSOPHY , MATHEMAT(CS AND
ClviL ENGINEERING +MEMHANICS AT & GLASGOW , WATSoN WUl ABANDON

HIS CLASSES To PLAY Foo TbalL NEAR WHAT (S Mow (BRoX STADIUM . RE(ORDS
SHOW THAT DURING HIS STUDIES, UNDER THE FAMOUS LoR0 KELVIN, WATSON
RECIEVED TusT € MARKS OUT OF A 48 POSSIBLE 2000 PUR[NG EXAMINATIONS,
AND OvRIN 6 HH(S 3 YERRS OF STupY, b(p NoT TRKE A SINGLE Bodk ouT OF THe
LIBRARY. KELVIN (ATER DESRIRED WATSON AS “A LAZY STUPENT, BUT oNE OF
INTENSE DED ICATION". IN Al 1874, HE SIGNED FOR MAXWEL F.C.,THE"’
MOVED TG PARKGROVE F.C., WHERE He WAS ALSo THE Book Keefer ,MATH
SE(RETARY AND GROUNDSMAN, THIS (oM BINATION OF TALENTS ATTRA(TED THe
ATTENTION OF QUEENS PARK F.c. IN 1§39, THEN THE GREATEST TEAM IN EUROFE,
HE WENT ON To WIN 3 ScoTTISH CupPs WITH QUEENS PARK ,AND SOON ENoUGH
WAS PLAYIN G FOR SCoTLAND, CAPTANING THEM To A 6+ VIcToRY OVER ENGLAND,
AT THE OVAL ON MARCH (LTH I§8(, HE WON 3 CAPS ALTOGETHER (WHEN
FOOTBAUERS ACTUALLY WORE A (AP WHILE PLAYING,HEADERS WERE NOT
ALLOWED AT THIS T(ME) THE OTHER GAMES BEING A S-| VICToRY OVER WALES,
AND ANOTHER HIGH SCORIN G DEFEAT OVER, ENGLAND, BY THIS TIME WATSoN
HAD FATHEREp ¥ CHILDREN, AND WAS A GLAS GOW CELEBRITY ,KNOWN FOR
HIS DASHING LOOKS AND SMOVUERING BROWN EYES, HE MOVE) To LONPON,
INHERE HE SI6NED For (oRINTHIANS A KIND OF ENGUSH FOOTBALL HARLEM
(LOBETROTTERS , WHO TOVRED THE WORLY. THIS wAS QUITEA SENSATION , CORINTHIANS
WAs AN EXCLUSIVE CLUB ,USUALLY ONLY MEN OF AT LEAST Si% FOOT IN He)6HT WERE
hLLowED To PLAY FOR THE CLVB, AND THEY WERE RENOWNED FPR THEIR
APPRECIATION OF CHAMBER MUSIC. [T WAS WHILE IE ToURIN 6 wiTH
(ORINTHIANS THAT WATSON CAME Top REST IN AUSTRALIA, HE SUFFERED
SUSPECTED HEAT EXHAUSTION AFTER PLAYING SYDNEY GENTLEMEN F.C. /N
LATE (§86.WATSoN HAS MANY DISTINCTIONS ;HERE THEY ARE : TTHE FIRST
“BLACK® PROFESSloNAL FOOTBA WER , THE FRST “BLACK™ SCOTTISH

[NTERN ATIONAL PLAYER , THE FIRST “BLACK SWOTTIH (APTAIN, THE

FIRST “BLAK" AQMINIS TRATOR OF A FOOTBAU CLUB THE FRST

Y RLACK PLAYER FOR woR(NTHIANS , THE FIRST “BLack™ ScoTsmAn To

BERT ENGLAND R WALES ,AN) U THE MOST HANISOME FODTBALER OF THE

[qTH CENTURY (BLACK 0 anTe) #
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AGNES CRALL WAS THE DAVGHTER OF GURS6oW SuRGEON ANDREW CRALG .
AT THE AGE OF CEVEN TEEN ,AFTER A WHIKLWIND ROMANLE, SHE MARRIED
JAMES MCLEHDSE, A GLAS6OW LANWYEK , WHo OFTeN LIKEP To BEAT HIS
YoUN § WIFE UP. WHILE PREGNANT wiTH THEIR YTH CHIL , “NANG®
RETURNED To HER FATHER , AND JAMES MOVED To TAMAIUL To SEARH
PR SUGAR , WHILH HE FOUND NANCY SooN MoVEP To EDINBURGH, ANp
Hwly WHILE RETURNING HoME FROM BuYING MEAT (N THE GRASSIMARKET,
SHE MET,For T™E FIRST TIME , RoBERT BURNS, Who wWhAS RIPING OWN THE
BAUC OF A PoNY. AT THAT vERY MOMENT,A SEEP WAS PLANTED, A LOVE
SEED, WHICH NANCY DESCRIBED AS “LIKe A FIRE (N THE HEARTH OF A
LoNG -FoR 6oTTeN BoTHY' WHEN BURNS WAS UNABLE To MAKE AN
ARRANGED MEETING POR Teh , THEIR ATTENTIoN TURMED To THe WRHING
OF (ETTERS , TMkams TAKIN G 0N THe NAMES Y CLARINDA™ AND “SYLVAND ER"
The MAMES OF TNO G6F BURNS' SHEEP. LARINDA WRS PRETTY REUGIOVS,
AND WoUW TRY To ENGAGE BURNS IN REUG(0YS DISCuSSipN . BEES puvE Tu
CCARINOA’S MARRIED STATS,HER PLALE IN SOCIETY AND HER FAITH DESPITE
HER Hospanps ABSENCE, A PHYS [cal REWATIONSHIP WAS [MIOSSIBLE , EVEN So,
Buens TRiEp His gesy To PERSVADE CLARINDA IN His STEAMY AND
b SucLeSTive LETTERS . CLARINGA WAS ToRN RETWEEN HER UNDOUBTED
K TRACTIoN To THE HANDSOME ANY TALENTED POET AND LoveR,(*H(S
ANGEULLL FACE BELIES HIS DEVIUSH 1~7EMT|0~S‘9 AND HER LOVE AFFA(R
Wit THe Lorp. CLARINDA'S SERVANT G(RL, TENNY Clow, WoULD CARRY
HER MiSTReSS' Love LeTTERS THRoU 6H THe CITY To BuRNS, AND JENNY
HERSELF GAVE IN To THe AMOROVS PEEEX PROPOSITIONS OF THE POET,
ARRIV(N G W(TH LETTERS, LEAVING PREGNANT. THE RELATIONSHIP COOLED
WHeEN ByrnS A TTEMPTED To Holp ULARINDA'S HAND (NPUBLIC, AND
SHE SET salL To Jamaica To TRY To REWONCULE WiTH HER HUSBARD.
THe ETTER LovERS MET owe (AST TiME AT (LARINDA'S RESIDENCE IN
MK poTTEROW ,AND ToRMEN Tep BY His LoSS, BURNS WROTE “AE Fon)
KissW fok CARINDA IN DEcemBer (4], Bw THINGS DIpNT WORK OUT
FOR LARINDA In TAMAIC  HER HUSBAND HAD FATHEREN THoee
;Htwnew WITH SLAVES, AND SHe WAS LATER To WEITE OF HER DESPA (R
”Trvm TAKING THe OpPoRTUNITY To BED THE HANDSSME YOUNG PoeT—
PARTED WITH BURNS IN THE YEAR [11(, NEVER MORE To MEET IN
THiS WoRLD. OH ,MAY WE MEET IN Heaven!™ CLARINDA WENT ON To
ESTaBUSH K Tk RooM ON THe HioH STReeT ,4 AnD (N 1R4] AGeD
&2, SHE PlEp, AND HER (oRRESPoNDEN ¥ WITH BURNS WAS PUBLISHED
Two YehrS LATER .
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LEEDS , BEFORe STUDYING M ODERN LANGUAGES AT DURHAM UNIVERSITY. His
CHILDHo0p WAS CHARACTERISED BY REGULAR BEA TINGS,B0TH FRom THE TeSUIT
PRIESTS AND HIS OWN FATHER . [N HIS LATER DAYS,HE WoULlb RETUKN To THIS
ABUSE WITH THE SONG6 “THE HARDER You HIT ME, THE SOFTER | BE(yME (THE
MAN MAJE OF FRUIT)'. AFTER UNIVERSITY, THACKRAY TRAVEUEP To FRANLE ANJ
ALGERIA To TEACH ENGLSH, NHERE HE DISCOVERED THE WORK OF THE CHANSNIERS,
LEORGE BRASSENS AN) JAQUES BREL.ON RETIRNING To YoRK SHIRE , THACKRAY
BEAME A SENDARY SUHOOL TEACHER, WHERE HIS UNUSvAL TEACHING STYLE,
WHICH INGLUDED BLINDFOLD TEACHING AND MATHEMATICAL POETRY, GALVANISED

KIS ReLATINSHIP WITH BoTH STUDENTS AND FEWOW TEACHERS |T WAS pURING THIS
TiMe THAT He LEARNED To pLAY GUITAR [N AN ATTEMPT T0 FURTHER ENRICH THE
LEARN IN EXPERIENCE FOR HIS STWENTS . AFTER ToURING PUBS ANP CLUBS
SINGING HIS WITTY, POETIC  OBSERVANT AwD SATIRICAL 50N6S STANDING ON STAGE,
WITH OoNe FooT RAISED oN A HI6H CHA(R/ HIS HANDSOIME FACE Help (P wiTH A
PoLO NECK SHIRT HE ATTRACTED THe ATTEN TloN OF LochL BBL PROPuCERS ,AND
He WENT ok To PERFORM REGULAR SLOTS ON “The FROST REPORT, “ THE BRAVEN
BEAT", “THe OAVID FROST SHoW", “THATS LFE(" ANp “ THE HouR LENG SHew®, ON
“THE BRADEN BERT" HE NAS REQUIRED To WRITE A NEw ToPICAL SoNb EVERY
WEEK. T WAS THESE REGULAR APPEARANCES oN TELEV(SIoN THAT MADE Him A WELL-
KNOWN EACE ,AND HE ATTRACTED MANY FAMOUS FANS, INCLUD IN 6 Twl66Y AND HARILD
WILSON. (N [194F,His FIRST ALBUM ,“ THE LAST WILL ANY TESTAMENT OF TJAKE THACKRAY"
WAS RELEASED  AND A FURTHER 6 WERE RECoRDED UNTIL (49( -THE MAToR THEMES oF
HIS WORK WERE SeX,CLASS AND RELIG(ON,AND HoW THESE THEMES INTERACTED
Wit ONE ANOTHER - HIS BEST KNoWN SONGS' INCLUDE “BROTHER G4 RILA®, “RABID
DOG 6N HEAT, “ONE-£Yep ISAAL",” THE HAIR OF THE WIDOW OF BRILINGToN™
“( SL(PAED IN THE KITcHEN (wHERE WERE You?)" AND “I STAYED OFF WORK TobaY: ‘AS
HIS FAME (NCREASED, So blp THACKRAYS STAGE FRIGHT AND HIS SuSpiciod OF SHow
BUSWESS . HE WAS UN (OMFORTABLE IN FRONT oF LARGE AVDIENCES AND NOVLD
OF TEn NoT TURN UP FOR ARRANGED 6165, GlyiNG RIDICULOUS EXCYSES - BEIN G CAVGHT
IN SNoW ORIFTS IN AUGYST, RAVING To ATTENY NON -EX (STENT RELA TIVES FUNERALS,
Anp EVEN ONCE CLAMING To HAve BEEN STALKED . fE RINALLY SToPPES TouRING
pRoPERLY IN 1440, RETIRING To SOUTH WALES HE LEAD A GUIET LiFe, RESTRI(TING
His mySicaL PERFORMANCES To BELL RING (NG AT H(S LOCAL CHURCH AND
(MPROMPTU VILLAGE HAL APPEARANCES. HE DIED IN 2007 A WAS DECLARED

v WO YEARS BEEDRE . DESPITE OFTEN BE(NG TRG6EP AS A "ComEDY

Soer, Taxe ki A AN HICHY (NTELIGENT AND WKISVE SONEHRITER,
CAPAGLE OF OUTSTANDING [YRICAL DEXTER(TY AND LEFT BEHND AN EXCEPTINAL
Colle (TN OF SONGS OF UNPARACLELED IMA GINATION AND PERCEPTIVENESS,

ALl THe WHILE, THIS HUMBLE AND SHY MAN WAS, AS J'A“SPEI( CARROT Sk
“nTo AU THINGS YoRKSHIRE ,LIKE RUGBY AND A PINT .
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