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FREEZING AND FLOODING NOT A NEW PHENOMENON
The Fraser River has always had a
major impact on the Lower Mainland,
and never more so than when extreme
weather strikes.
In 1862, the Fraser Valley experienced
one of the worst cold snaps in its
recent history. During that winter, the
Fraser River froze over completely.
Though reports of hardship and
starvation make it clear it was a very
difficult time, at least one good thing
came of the cold. A fun-loving group of
people took to the ice to play a game
of hockey. This event would be the
first recorded instance of Canada’s
favourite game being played in British
Columbia.
1891 saw another freeze that had major
consequences for the local sawmill,
Fraser Mills. After its initial opening in
1889, Fraser Mills struggled to make a
profit. Because the mill used the river
to send and receive materials, it was
forced to shut down operations for an
extended period of time during the
freeze of 1891. Combined with other
factors such as poor prices for lumber,
Fraser Mills was not able to recover
from the business interruption and
closed in the spring of 1892. Years later
and after significant reinvestment and
redevelopment in 1903, Fraser Mills
would go on to become one of the
largest and most productive sawmills
in the world.

The Fraser has also faced flooding;
two of which have made the history
books. The first one happened in 1894
and is considered, to this day, to be the
largest and most severe flood known in
the Fraser Delta. The river overflowed
its banks from Harrison to the Pacific
Ocean. However, since there were so
few people living along the Fraser at
the time, it is estimated that damages
were minimal.
The second flood of note happened
in 1948 and, while it was smaller
than the flood of 1894, it had a more
damaging effect. The Fraser Basin
Council reported this flood caused
16,000 evacuations, destroyed
2,000 homes, and did $210 million in
damages (in 2010 dollars). According
to Environment Canada reports, flood
waters rose over 7 metres in some
places. Pictures of the impact of this
flood on the District of Fraser Mills can
be seen at Mackin House Museum.
Today, the Lower Mainland is
protected from flooding by a
network of dykes, pump systems,
and emergency response plans
throughout the Fraser Delta and
beyond. Though flooding and
freezing is less common these days,
the effects of climate change may
produce variable results in the future.
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GREEN TEA SKIN CARE WORKSHOP

HERITAGE VALENTINE’S DAY CARD MAKING

12:30pm to 3:00pm
Ages 16+. Registration is required.
Cost is $15 per person.

1:00pm to 3:00pm
Open to families and adults. Registration is required.
Event by donation.

Cheryl of Sentimental Creations teaches how to make skin
care products with traditional healing ingredients such as
green tea, matcha, ginseng, carrot seed and rosewood! You
will come away with a facial oil, night cream, facial spritz
and facewash.

Come to Mackin House and decorate Edwardian style cards
for your Valentine, friends, or family. All supplies provided.
Try our delicious sugar cookies from a 1915 recipe!
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A WOMAN’S WORLD: 1900-1920
February 7 to May 27, 2017
The early 20th century was a period of upheaval for societies and cultures across the globe.
Canadian Women across all classes, ages, races and sexual orientations had unique experiences
during the period 1900-1920. Join us at Mackin house to explore the world women experienced
during the early days of Coquitlam’s history. Women were the heart of the home, providing
nurturing care to their families while navigating an increasingly complex world. Who were the
women who populated early Coquitlam? What was life like for women in the wilderness? How did
women from different classes and across ethnicities navigate the increasing complexity of life in
a new country? The world of women changed drastically following the end of the Great War. With
the success of the suffragette movement in Canada, women began to assert their independence
both inside and outside the home. Come meet a series of characters and discover how they
navigate issues common to the lives of many women during this time period and uncover how
attitudes of the modern woman emerged.

OPPORTUNITIES

VALENTINE’S DAY
CHOCOLATE MAKING

EASTER CHOCOLATE
MAKING WORKSHOP

SOAP MAKING WITH
GOAT’S MILK

6:00pm to 9:00pm
Ages 19+. Registration is required.
Cost is $35

12:00pm to 1:30pm
(ages 4-8 with parent)
1:30pm to 3:30pm (ages 8-14)
Registration is required.

12:30pm to 3:30pm
Ages 16+. Registration is required.
Cost is $10

Celebrate Valentine’s Day by
learning to make chocolate. This will
be a fun evening of treats, chocolate’s
history, and Parlour games. Appetizers
provided and wine available for
minimal additional charge.

Join Monica Mueller as she teaches
you to make chocolate using
tempering techniques and more.

Join Monica Mueller as she teaches you
how to make cold-process soap using
goat’s milk. This method of soap making
has been used for many years.

Mackin House will also be participating in...

HISTORICAL FICTION BOOK CLUB

CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS

HERITAGE WEEK

FESTIVAL DU BOIS

AN IRISH AFTERNOON

SPRING BREAK

Our book club meets in the Parlour every
second Thursday of the month at 2pm for
literary discussion, coffee, tea and treats.
It’s free to join. Visit our website for more
information on the upcoming book.

The museum is always seeking friendly
and talented volunteers to help with tours,
fundraising, collections & curatorial work,
crafts, gardening and more throughout the
year. Please email sklaric@coquitlamheritage.ca
or visit the volunteer’s page on our website for
more information.

FEBRUARY

MARCH 3 & 4

MARCH 11 1:00pm-3:00pm

MARCH 16 & 21

Mackin House will be
participating in a nation wide
celebration of heritage in
February. Check our website
for details on our programming
during this exciting week!

Celebrate French-Canadian
history right here in
Maillardville. Check our
website for more details.

Celebrate Irish Canadians
through stories, beautiful Celtic
music and authentic food. In
partnership with the Ireland
Canada Monument Society.

Check our website for
family friendly activities
throughout Spring Break
to keep your children
educated and entertained.

Our Sponsors
We would like to take a moment to thank our sponsors. If your organization is interested in
sponsorship, please do not hesitate to give us a call! We have something for every budget.
You can also visit our website to learn more about our many sponsored programs and how
we recognize our sponsors.

The Coquitlam Heritage Society is funded thanks to a municipal
grant from the City of Coquitlam. Thank You!

