Coquitlam Heritage Society Winter/Spring Newsletter
Waiting for the Freeze: The Heritage of Winter Sports in Coquitlam
“They didn’t plow the roads, they plowed the
sidewalks because there was more traffic on the
sidewalks. Good sleigh riding in the wintertime.”
~Richard Whiting, Coquitlam 100 Years.
With the Olympic Winter Games in PyeongChang
from February 9 to February 25, 2018 quickly
approaching, we reflect on the heritage of these
sports, not only around the world but also in
our own backyard. Winter sports have always
been a staple of Canadian tradition and culture.
However, in Coquitlam’s early years, new settlers
from the east found the coastal B.C. winters to be a
challenge. Children were particularly disappointed
by the mild winters, as they were accustomed to
being able to skate and play hockey from late fall
through early spring.

“Growing up in Fraser Mills was lots of fun. We’d
sleighride in the wintertime on the wooden
sidewalk, from the top of King Edward down, over
the second slope not quite to the railroad tracks,
about a mile run, I would say. We slicked up the
sidewalk. A neighbor, Mr. Cox, would spread ashes
because he feared for our safety, but some of the
older boys would just cover it over with snow.”
~Stuart Winblad, Coquitlam 100 Years.
The sled runs of Maillardville were infamous for
being steep and empty. Slippery hills like Marmot
Street or Dawes Road proved to be a big challenge
for the cars that were around, creating an empty
runway for brave children on homemade sleds.
Although sleds could be purchased at local stores,
they were pretty pricey. As an alternative, kids and
adults kids would scour the house for whatever
they could find. Usually, a sled was made from a
nice big piece of wood and the metal stays from a
cask. One, two, and even up to ten people could
cram into a sled before careening down steep
Maillardville hills.

“We used to skate on Como Lake in the winter; the

winters are not as hard today as they used to be. We
could skate on Como Lake for about a month every
winter. We have seen a lot of snow here over the
years”. ~ Rene Marcellin, Coquitlam 100 Years.
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In the early years, kids would skate and play hockey
on any bit of frozen ice they could. Como lake
was a popular spot for skating, as well as the old
Coquitlam dam. At the time, there was only about
one month of freeze and the kids took advantage
of every moment. In 1915 a rink was made in
Queens Park, New Westminster, attracting the
children of Fraser Mills and Maillardville throughout
the winter.
While there may not have been organized hockey
for early Coquitlam’s kids, the Fraser Mills hockey
team was thriving. In addition to a baseball team,
Fraser Mills had their own hockey club. In 1914 the
club won the Savage Cup, a championship match
among all lower mainland hockey clubs.
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EXHIBITS AND FEATURES...............................................................................................................

MACKIN HOUSE EXHIBITS

OFFSITE EXHIBITS

Rising Hemlines:
An Exploration of 1920’s Fashion

My Coquitlam. My Recreation
at Coquitlam Sports Hall of Fame

October 17, 2017 to March 3, 2018
The early part of the 20th century was a period of contradiction,
rapid technological change and the beginnings of female
emancipation. As businesses recovered from the war and
people began to accumulate more wealth, the 1920s became
a decade of opulence. What caused waistlines to drop and
hemlines to rise?
Featuring items from the collections of Ivan Sayers, Claus
Jahnke, and Coquitlam Heritage, you are invited to Mackin
house to explore and celebrate roaring 1920s fashion! Join
us for fun and informative guided tours. Explore how the
social, political, and cultural changes throughout the decade
influenced the hemlines of the 1920s. Admission by donation.
Would you like to see roaring 1920s fashion live on the runway?
See below for more details...

COLLECTION HIGHLIGHT
Board games are anther popular leisure activity when
temperatures start to drop outside. Coasting brings an outdoor
activity to life inside the home. This German race board game,
similar to snakes and ladders, dates back to the early part of the
twentieth century. Sold to eager kids in Europe and the United
States who wished only to go outside and partake in a sled or
toboggan race. The comical and vibrant image on the cover of
this unique object further emphasizes the competitive nature
of sports.

FEATURED EVENTS
1920’S FASHION SHOW WITH IVAN SAYERS
Saturday February 17, 2018
Doors open at 1:00pm
Show begins at 1:30pm
At All Saint’s Parish Hall, Coquitlam
$35 per person.

Watch models strut down a 24’ runway in beaded, bold, beautiful
garments. Noted fashion historian Ivan Sayers will captivate
and entertain as he takes the audience on a journey following
the highs and lows of 1920s fashion. Learn about the change
in styles throughout the decade and discover why certain
materials, silhouettes, and styles were preferred. Ticket includes
non-alcoholic beverages and appetizers. Cash bar will be open
before the show and during intermission.

Winter 2018

My Coquitlam is a series of temporary exhibits out in our
community to celebrate the unqiue people who love to live
in Coquitlam. In this next round of modern oral histories,
we meet a historian from the Vancouver Golf Club, a pillar
of the recreation community in Coquitlam, and a member
of Coquitlam Search and Rescue. Join us in this unique look
at the people who are helping to shape our recreation and
sports history.

My Coquitlam. My Centennial.
at Poirier Library.
Spring 2018

Join us as we celebrate the history of Centennial High
school featuring interviews with past students alongside
artifacts collected from the original high school building
before it closed its doors in Summer 2017.

............................................................................................................................................................... EVENTS
JAN

CHEESE MAKING: MEYER LEMON
RICOTTA & 3-PEPPER MOZZARELLA

12:00pm to 3:00pm
Registration required.
$20 per person.
Learn how to make a simple ricotta
flavoured with Meyer lemons and a
mozzarella with a little kick, prefect for
quesadillas! Both are quick work-arounds
that can be finished in time for in-class
snacking and will give you the basic skills
needed for other easy, fresh, make-athome cheeses.

MINERAL MAKE ME UP: 1920’S WITH HERITAGE VALENTINE’S DAY CARD
CHERYL THEILADE
MAKING WORKSHOP
6:30pm to 9:00pm
Registration required.
$35 per person.
In honour of our 1920’s fashion exhibit,
learn to create your own mineral makeup!
Make and take home an organic lipstick,
mineral blush, and 2 mineral eye shadows.
Learn alternatives to toxic chemicals,
discuss blending colours & mineral make
up benefits and ingredients. Receive
recipes on liquid foundation and makeup
remover.

FEB

7:00pm to 8:30pm
Registration required.
$10 per person @City Centre Library
Melanie Talkington is a local designer and
Corsetiere of Lace Embrace Atelier Inc.
She has an extensive collection of antique
corsets and lingerie dating to the 18th
century. Her collection has been on loan
to the Louvre, Paris, New York, and local
museums. Join her for this informative
talk to learn about the liberated women
of the 1920s. See original examples of
frivolous and colourful lingerie, corsets,
and cheeky garters. Refreshments
included.
APR

14

10

8

11:00am to 12:30pm
Registration required.
By donation.
Come to Mackin House and decorate
Edwardian style cards for your Valentine,
friends, or family. All supplies provided. Try
our delicious sugar cookies from a 1915
recipe! Open to families, youth, and adults.

We acknowledge the financial support of
the Province of British Columbia.

MAR
22 & 27

13

UNMENTIONABLES OF THE 1920’S
WITH MELANIE TALKINTON

FEB

FEB

27

ANCIENT SKILLS: WEAVING AND
ROPE MAKING (AGES 7+)

1:00pm to 3:00pm
Registration required.
$10 per child.
In this workshop, you’ll make rope and
weave small mats out of plants. You’ll
get to know more about common plants
for weaving, how to prepare them, store
them, and how to gather them carefully
and respectfully; you’ll also compare the
plants that we are working with to the
plants that our Host Nations depended on.
Sign up for one of two sessions.

WEAVING WITH INVASIVE
SPECIES WORKSHOP
10:00am to 1:00pm
Registration required.
$20 per person.
See website for details.

MAR
20 & 29

HERITAGE CRAFTS: BIRD FEEDERS
AND HOMES (AGES 4-8) 1:00PM TO

1:00pm to 3:00pm
Registration required.
$10 per child.
Let’s help our feathery friends by making
a bird feeder and a home. You’ll learn
about the types of birds in your
community plus you will help them thrive
as winter comes to an end and spring
approaches. Sign up for one of two
sessions.

APR

14

URBAN FOOD &
FIBRE WALK

2:00pm to 3:30pm
Registration required.
By donation.
See website for details.

SPONSORS & OPPORTUNITIES.....................................................................................................

OPPORTUNITIES
HISTORICAL FICTION BOOK CLUB

CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS

Our Book Club meets in the Parlour every second Thursday of
the month at 2pm for literary discussion, coffee, tea and treats.
It’s free to join. Visit our website for more information on the
upcoming book.

Coquitlam Heritage is always seeking friendly and talented
volunteers to help with tours, fundraising, curatorial work,
crafts, gardening, and more throughout the year. Please email
sklaric@coquitlamheritage.ca or visit the volunteer page on our
website for more information.

SPONSORS
We would like to take a moment to thank our sponsors. If your organization is interested in sponsorship, please
do not hesitate to give us a call! We have something for every budget. You can also visit our website to learn more
about our many sponsored programs and how we recognize our sponsors.

MORE EVENTS

The Coquitlam Heritage Society is funded thanks to a
municipal grant from the City of Coquitlam. Thank You!
Visit http://www.coquitlamheritage.ca/events/ to find out more & to register!

BEE CAUSE BODY CARE WITH
CHERYL THEILADE
Saturday April 28th
See website for details.

CLEAN N’ GREEN WITH
CHERYL THEILADE
Saturday April 28th
See website for details.

HERITAGE MOTHER’S DAY
GIFT MAKING
Saturday May 5th
See website for details.

MOTHER’S DAY TEA
AT MACKIN HOUSE

Saturday May 13th
See website for details.

Sponsored by Oxygen Yoga & Fitness Coquitlam

