
Celebrating God’s Faithfulness
Our purpose: “To be a community of believers 

where, no matter who you are, you can experience 
life change through Jesus Christ.” 

We have compiled this book as a way to remember some of the ways 

God has blessed our church, our families, and our community during 

the past year. Enjoy this look back at God’s faithfulness!

July 2018 – June 2019



Life Changing

Impact
Behind the scenes, preparing for Easter Sunday 
is always a chaotic time. This year, the i12 team 
planned Easter Palooza, an event to add to the 
excitement for Palm Sunday. Our dedicated 
ministry staff decorated the Prayer Garden 
center tree with 864 plastic eggs for the event!

FIND
GRACE AT

NORTH 
PLACE

The Friendship Kitchen has 
grown beyond belonging 
to North alone. Area 
organizations, other 
churches, even local 
farmers have adopted a 
place in this ministry as 
well, creating a community 
team of support.  

 Our custodial team always 
does a great job keeping 
our facilities clean and 
inviting for every event we 
have (and we have a lot of 
events!)  

Sunday, September 30, 
we reached out to the 
community and invited 
them to church to celebrate 
the fact that we are better 
together! Our goal was 
for people to experience 
life-change through Jesus, 
to get plugged in so 
they could form lasting 
friendships and have a 
chance to serve. 
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Every participant is shown 
that they are a WINNER. 

MAINTENANCE

YOU BELONG HERE 

FRIENDSHIP KITCHEN

A woman contacted North 
Place seeking assistance 
and shelter from an abusive 
situation. However, she has an 
older daughter and we are not 
equipped to provide that level 
of care. We inquired about her 
other needs which included 

personal items for herself and her daughter, along with food, clothing 
and money to do laundry, just to mention a few. We told her that in two 
days we would deliver those items to her. Our houseparent and one 
of our residents took the things to her, for which she was very grateful. 
When asked if we could pray for her, she quickly agreed. When 
offered a ride to church, she accepted and said she’d never been in a 
church. While she and her daughter were attending Wednesday night 
service at a local church, the mother answered the altar call and gave 
her life to Christ and the following Sunday both mom and daughter 
were provided transportation so they could attend services. 

“I felt that the Lord was telling me 
that even if we can’t meet housing 

needs, we can try to meet their other 
needs as much as possible.”

–Susie Meredith



NORTH
POLE

2

For the past 30 years, thousands 
of new items have been collected 
and distributed throughout our 
community. This year, the tradition 
continued. 
• 571 coats were provided to 
area children. 
• 50 families received toys, 
enough for each child to have 
two or more to open Christmas 
morning.
• 50 families received enough 
food for one week, plus our food 
pantry was restocked. 
• Over 500 meals were served at 
the Friendship Kitchen Party.

Throughout the Christmas season, the staff adopted the motto “all hands-on deck” and could be found helping 
one another doing a variety of tasks in preparation for events. Hearts of service were truly evident during this 
exciting season of ministry. Our Worship Team went above and beyond, from the stage design to the outstanding 
light shows throughout the Christmas season, providing an opportunity for individuals to engage with Christ.

MIRACLES
1

We were blessed with amazing 
volunteers that came not only 
to serve and run their stations, 
but also to be able to build 
relationships and show the 
community the love of Jesus. Each 
hour, the Christmas story was 
shared by Ms. Susan Gracey in 
the gym.

Friday evening before the North 
Pole, we hosted children from the 
Friendship Park area. Our bus 
picked the children up at the park 
and brought them to the church 
for dinner. After this, they were 
accompanied throughout the 
building and able to participate 
in each station on every floor. At 
the end of the night, Pastor Ryan 
shared the Christmas Story with 
them. It was such a blessing to be 
able to create a special event just 
for them. 

REASONS WHY WE      CHRISTMAS!5

The First Impressions Ministry 
was able to share Christ’s love 
with many people through the 
Christmas Eve Cookie Outreach 
in its second year.  The cookies 
that were lovingly baked and 
generously donated by our 
church members exceeded our 
expectations and were sent 
out all over the valley to share 
Christ’s love with people who 
had to work on Christmas Eve.  
We may not get to hear from all 
the people who were impacted, 
but we know God used those 
cookies and the people who 
delivered them to touch lives 
with His love. 

CAROLS

COOKIES
3

Who doesn’t love singing 
Christmas carols, right? That’s 
why we started a new tradition 
this year: Acoustic Christmas! 
Attendees had a fun evening of 
Christmas music followed by a 
time of fellowship in the Welcome 
Center featuring homemade 
Christmas cookies, coffee and 
hot chocolate. 

Christmas Eve at North brought 
families together to share in the 
true meaning of the season. 
The  two identical candlelight 
services featured a light show 
and traditional Christmas music 
followed by a special Christmas 
message by Pastor Mike and an 
invitation to return in January. 

4 5
CANDLELIGHT



The Clothing Closet 
held its largest 
fundraising effort to 
date, meeting and 
surpassing its goal 
to partner with 100 
people, pledging a 

donation of $100 toward the campaign. We have 
been blessed with generous donors, both monetary 
and items for the closet. We are excited to begin our 
second year and hope to impact our community.

During our Family Fun Art Night, it 
was awesome to watch volunteers 

engage in conversation with those in our 
community. They showed genuine love 

for those who attended. 

Let It Snow!

 THE 
FRIENDSHIP 
KITCHEN provides 
a place for people 
from all walks of life to 
come together for food 
and fellowship. During 
holidays and summer 
vacation, the Kitchen 
serves many children who  
might not have a warm 
meal otherwise. 

EASTER
FELLOWSHIP

LUNCHEON

In its 29th 
year, the Easter 
Fellowship 
Luncheon was 
a great day 

for all in attendance.  Easter bags with lots of candy 
were prepared by i12 ministries. North Christian 
School students in Mrs. Halstead’s 5th grade class 
wrapped hundreds of tableware sets for the day. 
Meals for the Salvation Army were delivered by a 
wonderful group of volunteers who have been doing 
this for years.

The end of a school year is always difficult; it’s 
the “until next time” emotional part of the Project 
Hope ministry. The ministry had a luncheon to prep 
for this year’s party and the summertime separation. 
At the end-of-year parties, mentors presented kids 
with summer fun tubs filled with goodies donated 
by our faithful church family and prayed that 
summer brought good choices. At McKinley’s party, 
Project Hope was privileged to honor nine children 
represented by two families. These children represent 
the positive hope exemplified through this ministry: 
children who have had the opportunity to journey 
through Project Hope from a young age through 5th 
grade. Bicycles, movie cards and food donations 
were presented to celebrate their time spent with this 
outreach ministry. It was truly an honor to partner 
with these families for so many years and they will 
be missed! Although the medical team has been unable 

to plan a trip to Nicaragua during the continued 
political unrest, monetary donations and medical 
supplies were sent to the clinic in order to provide 
needed support. In addition, we are overjoyed to 
learn that a young man who grew up coming to the 
clinic, farming school and feeding centers was able 
to receive his Agricultural Engineering Degree this 
year. He is now returning to the farming school to 
provide food for the feeding centers. This has been 
a tremendous answer to prayer during a time of 
upheaval for this impoverished country.

ONE CHILD
ONE HOUR

LIFE CHANGED

ONE CHILD
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ONE LIFE CHANGED

NICARAGUA 
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NEW WAY
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Life Changing

Individuals
In the Fall of 2018, we sent an 
outstanding young man off to 
serve in the United States Marine 
Corps which demonstrates 
another life change celebration.  
Since his years as a tween, 

Under the direction of Scott 
Francisco, we launched 56 
North in the fall to meet the 
needs of middle school students. 
Our primary objective was to 
create a safe space for tweens 
in 5th and 6th grades to develop 
a relationship with Christ as they 
learn to navigate the mysterious 
world of adolescence. 

56 North is launching Sunday 
morning small groups, planning 
events for our students, as well 
as some new ways to grow 
our students with leadership 
and service opportunities. This 
new ministry meets on Sunday 
mornings at 9:30am. 

WE 
LOVE OUR

VOLUNTEERS

WELCOME
PASTOR

CODY!

Devin Ours has been at North participating in various roles. A recent 
graduate of Parkersburg High School, Devin has worked alongside 
Scott Francisco in our Maintenance Department for the past two 
summers, doing everything from building projects to preparing for 
guests. In addition, Devin could be found each week serving a small 
group of children in North Kid’s Studios or greeting guests through First 
Impressions. His willingness to use his gifts to minister to others is truly 
inspiring to all who have the privilege of partnering with him. His life 
has been changed by Jesus, and now he is being used to change the 
lives of others. Our thoughts and prayers are with Devin and his family 
as he courageously continues the next chapter of his journey.



Pastor Cody Pierce joined 
the North staff in October as 

the new Pastor of Worship, 
leading our platform team and 

church family into engaging 
with the Lord through worship 
during weekly services. Cody 

is a native of Tennessee and 
is married to his wife Emily. 

They are parents to two young 
children, Josiah and Everly. 



“This group of men is very honest, 
no pretenses. We learn from each 
other and God’s word. I feel I can 

bare my concerns with these guys in 
confidence and feel safe.” –Barry Arnott, 
Wednesday CONNECT group member 

TOGETHER.
ENCOURAGE.

CONNECT.
We would like to celebrate the 

growth that has taken place in the 
CONNECT ministry over the past 
year. Coen Brammer serves as a 
volunteer with our students. Coen 
began a high school group last year 
as a senior that he helped transition 
into a college CONNECT group for 
the church this year. Not only has 
this group grown and provided a 
place for young college students to 
connect in faith, but we have seen 

Coen’s growth in faith as he leads this group while also balancing a busy workload at college. We are so 
blessed to be able to witness incredible life change moments like this in the CONNECT ministry.

We thank our Lord for working 
through the Post Service Ministry 
Team. This group of deacons and 
deaconesses faithfully talk and pray 
with people about their current needs.

POST 
SERVICE
MINISTRY

We had a guest who attended 
with three young children. The 
First Impressions Team connected 
with her when she arrived and 
were able to help her find the i12 
areas needed for her children. 

MAKING 
GUESTS FEEL
WELCOMED

The children were having a difficult time separating from their mother, 
but the i12 crew was very loving and patient. Following services, the 
children were all smiles sharing all they had experienced. Between 
First Impressions and i12, they shared Christ’s love with this family and 
made them feel welcome. 

We praise God for the 
work of the talented 
deacons (and other men) 
who are building ramps at 
the homes of some of our 
shut-in members.

TEAM is always a high 
priority for the maintenance 
department and is evident 
in many ways. They worked 
with several volunteers 
to complete projects 
leading up to the start of 
the school year, and the 
launch of the Fall ministry 
season. With the help of 
our volunteers and staff 
from other departments, 
the maintenance team 
demonstrated excellence in 
providing a facility that is in 
the best possible condition.  

MAINTENANCE

DEACONESSES

DEACONS

To share the love of Christ 
on Valentine’s Day, the 
ladies of our Deaconess 
Team donated 250 cookies 
to the residents at Pleasant 
View Towers for their annual 
dinner.

WATERS OF 
BAPTISM

Next steps were made 
to follow Christ through 
baptism. To better understand 
their public profession of 
faith, participants attended a 

class led by the deacons. Baptisms didn’t only happen during Sunday 
services. While attending E2’s Summer Camp, some students not only 
shared their profession of faith through baptism with other campers, but 
also with the people watching on the beach.
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Life Changing

Interactions
We are extremely proud 
of the diligent effort of 
each of our GLS teams 
which is echoed by the 
feedback received by 
over 100 guest surveys. 
Based on a 5.0 scale, our 
team ranked above the 
national average in every 
area. 

YOUNG
ADULT

GROUPS

It’s always exciting to see 
growth in the children 
and students in our i12 
ministries. One of our goals 
is that students moving into 
NKS, 56 North and E2 will 
serve in another ministry 
area. The Jungle is blessed 
with a team of about eight 
students who serve weekly.  

SOCIAL MEDIA

THE JUNGLE
When the new school year kicked 
off, we had several college students 
who graduated from the ministry, 
students who were coming home 
on weekends or staying local for 
schooling or work. After diligently 

brainstorming ways to connect these students into the life of the church 
and meeting with the CONNECT Team, we formulated a plan. On 
Sunday morning, October 14, we launched a new Young Adult group. 
We believe this will be a great way for graduating students to find 
balance in their faith as they make the transition from student ministry 
to college/adult life. This opportunity also provided a great chance for 
the student ministry to partner with CONNECT to create a seamless 
transition that supports both ministries. 

 Our media platforms 
continually prove to increase 
in views and downloads 
weekly. The Media Team 
participated in a local Five-
Day Social Media Challenge 
to increase their understanding 
of the ever-changing trends in 
Social Media. As a result, they 
received the first place prize, 
gaining access to an in-depth 
study of North’s social media 
presence from the company 
presenting the challenge.

FOLLOW US

North App: download 
North Parkersburg Baptist 
Facebook: NorthPBC
Instagram: northpbchurch
Web: www.northpbc.org

I continued to come because I  felt the group challenged me to 
progress in my faith and felt they 
loved me despite my imperfections. 
This group has taught me to open 
up and to chase after Christ 
wholeheartedly.” 

– Jake Headley
Young Adult group member 
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CONNECT

E2 took 81 students and 
leaders to Snow Camp 
at Circle C Ranch. Snow 

SNOW 
CAMP

Camp is always such a special time for our 
students because of the life change that takes 
place. Over the course of the weekend, the 
students and leaders grew closer together in 
community and faith. We saw five students 
make a first-time decision for Jesus and over 
20 students make a re-dedication in their faith.



Our church family and friends 
have responded well to social 
media posts by bringing needed 
items to help keep our pantry 
shelves and freezer stocked for 
those in need. What a blessing! 

We have 
debuted a 

The CONNECT Team put 
together 10 care packages for 
college students in our church 
facing finals.

HELPING
FAMILIES 
IN NEED

We have received donations of baby food as well as formula from 
another local church, which we have been able to use to help 
supplement families who have also been visiting the Clothing Closet. 
CONNECT groups have also reached out to help keep the food 
pantry stocked. They bring specific items for the pantry each month.

The Health Ministry has seen an 
increase in attendance during their 
monthly blood pressure screenings 
and they continue to minister to the 
overall health of our church family.  

KNOW
YOUR

NUMBERS
Student nurses from Washington State Community College assist on 
a regular basis. They can hone and practice their assessment skills, 
education opportunities and therapeutic communication skills while 
helping with this ministry.

AUDIO
ENGINEERS
new training program for audio 
engineers that has allowed 
people who are interested in the 
ministry to get the training they 
need to be successful.  This allows 
us to use more people, while 
letting us get more involved in 
their lives.→

The NCS staff had an 
opportunity to join in 
support of one of our 
teachers whose house 
burned on New Year’s 

Jacob and 
Gail Bentley 
hosted the First 
Impressions 
team at their 
farm, providing 

At our March luncheon, I presented the vision of 
‘becoming a people belonging to one another’ 
and shared the goals I had laid out for First 
Impressions, one of which was to gather the team 
at least three times a year for fellowship time 
outside of serving. After the luncheon, one of 
our team members approached me and offered 
to host a bonfire gathering at her farm. It was 
awesome to see the team catching on to the 
ministry’s vision!



–Andrea Raines,
Director of First Impressions 

SUMMER
EVENING

RELAXATION
an opportunity for them to be a people belonging 
together. They always serve together, and this 
gathering gave them an opportunity to visit and 
enjoy one another outside serving at church. 
Throughout the evening, people made connections 
with one another and got to share their stories. They 
learned about how God had worked in people’s 
lives and how He used circumstances to grow and 
prepare people for where they are today. He uses 
each person on the team to shine the light of His love 
not only on Sunday mornings for those who come 
to North, but also for the people they encounter 
throughout their lives. God has changed the lives 
of people on the First Impressions’ team, and He is 
using them to change other lives!

LENDING
A HELPING

HAND
Day. She and her family lost everything, and her staff 
family united in prayers and financial support, any 
way they could to help her. That teacher has been 
an amazing witness for her faith that God will be 
right beside her family as they begin to rebuild their 
lives after the tragic fire. She is constantly sharing 
nuggets of circumstances that have occurred that can 
only be by God’s intervention.



Pastor Adam’s New Year’s 
message illustration, clinging 
tightly to his daughter 
Gwynn, demonstrated 
our need to hold onto our 
Heavenly Father. 

Life Changing

During October, i12 partnered with CONNECT 
groups in a series challenging participants to learn 
what it means to be brave. They defined brave as 
being able to conquer your fears and covered the 
topic in a variety of ways including being brave 
enough to love, encourage, serve and believe. 
Events held to celebrate the series included a 
community Safety Day with local first responders 
and a special evening with an illusionist.

One of our three-year-old 
pre-school students who waits 
in the gym at the end of the 
school day for the after-school 
program was beginning to 

PUT 
ME IN

COACH!
mimic the boys’ basketball warm-up exercises in the 
gym after school. Once the coach noticed his valiant 
attempt to copy the older boys, he invited the little 
one to come over and join the older boys. The team 
soon “adopted” the three-year-old, even buying him 
his own basketball jersey to match what the older 
boys wear. The boy now brags to all who will listen 
that he’s on the team and he could  be seen giving 
“high 5s” to his fellow teammates in the hallways.

Following Easter, 
i12, CONNECT 
and Sunday 
morning services 
all centered 
around greatness. 
Through the 
series and small 
group studies, we 
learned God’s 
plan for us and 
how to apply it. 



CONNECT has seen tremendous 
growth this year, from the formation 
of new groups to personal growth for 
its members. Feedback received from 
our Wednesday evening participants 

The first Monday of every 
month, the Health Ministry 
sponsors “Wellness 
Warrior.” Each month a 
meal and class are offered 
at the Friendship Kitchen. 

Financial Peace University, 
under the leadership of 
Greg & Mary Ingram, 
ministered to nearly 20 
couples this year. Greg 
has also enlisted the help 
of two other volunteers 
to assist with the group.  
It is encouraging to see 
people taking steps toward 
financial freedom in 
addition to involving others 
in serving through this 
amazing ministry.  

FINANCIAL PEACE

GLOBAL LEADERSHIP SUMMIT

HEALTH MINISTRY

Hosting the Summit provided 
the community a place to 
learn to maximize their 
influence and leadership 
skills. Attendance was strong 
and the broadcast was great.  
Our team did a wonderful 
job serving those who 
attended. 

GROWING
YOUR
FAITH

revealed they are feeling challenged by the content and strengthened 
in community. Most recently, we have received reports of more 
consistent prayer lives, a clearer understanding of who God is, and of 
people coming to know Christ through the prayer and the influence of 
our CONNECT groups.

Train up a child in the way 
he should go; even when 
he is old he will not depart 
from it.”
–Proverbs 22:6 ESV



We were blessed to 
dedicate four children on 
Mother’s Day Sunday. 
We are excited to see 
how these children grow 
into young Christian men 
and women. 

This year’s season ministered to 
hundreds of Awana clubbers eager to 
participate in weekly games, scripture 
memory and worship. Each month 
hosted a special theme night, delighting 
children and families alike. Volunteers 
involved worked hard to make this year 
fun and educational, demonstrating 
great care and excellence. 

i12 Ministries introduced the 
concept of “Phases” to the 
parents of children. Phases is a 
developmental tool that gives 
parents milestones and mile 

markers for their child’s physical, emotional and 
spiritual development. Entrances to The Jungle, NKS 
and Floor One were redesigned to make it flow 
better, have a more open feel, and incorporate the 
Phases materials into a Parent Resource table. These 
additions help us better serve our families.
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FUN 
AFTER

SCHOOL

During September, NKS students learned about 
initiative, seeing what needs done and doing it. 
Their theme in September was “Dirty Jobs” and 
they played games revolving around household 
chores. Lessons focused on the life of Nehemiah 
and how he gave up everything to go and build the 
wall in Jerusalem. Even though it was not his job, he 
knew that God would be with him and help him to 
complete it. Children were encouraged to take that 
approach in their own lives: do what needs done 
without being told. From parent responses and help 
we got on Sunday mornings, it was obvious the kids 
learned the lesson!

SOMEONE 
HAS TO DO THE

DIRTY JOBS

While waiting on their 
parents one Sunday after 
church, a group of boys put 
their initiative lesson into 
practice by cleaning up the 
Worship Center.   

We have seen parents 
stepping up to balance 
their home lives with the 
school by offering to 
sponsor after-school clubs. 

Currently we have eight clubs running in areas from 
recycling, to the arts, to sports.

The entire service 
was wonderful. 

The music, the Word 
everything.”
–Ginger Wingrove

“This is going to 
be a great series. 
Everyone should 
come and hear Pastor 
Mike speak about 
God’s greatest plan. 
I promise you will be 
happy that you gave 
that time to the Lord.”
–Susan Alloway

POSTS 
REMIND,

CONNECT US 


