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Introduction  

Homelessness   is   an   omnipresent,   convoluted   issue   that   is   difficult   to   define   and  

measure.   In   2005,   the   United   Nations   attempted   a   global   survey   of   the   problem,   and   estimated  

that   100   million   people   were   homeless   worldwide,   with   close   to   1.6   billion   lacking   adequate  

housing .   As   urbanization   continues   globally,   this   issue   has   become   not   only   more   prominent  1

but   more   visible:   today,   55%   of   the   world’s   population   lives   in   urban   areas   (compared   with   less  

than   30%   in   1950),   meaning   that   housing   problems   take   place   in   the   same   area   where   the  

economically   well   to   do   reside,   and   cannot   go   unnoticed .   Even   within   urban   areas,   one   of   the  2

main   challenges   of   tackling   the   problem   of   homelessness   is   the   ambiguity   of   what   being  

1    Global   Homelessness   Statistics   -   Homeless   World   Cup.   "Global   Homelessness   Statistics   -   Homeless   World  
Cup".   2020.    Homeless   World   Cup .   https://homelessworldcup.org/homelessness-statistics/  
2   Chamie,   Joseph.   “As   Cities   Grow,   So   Do   the   Numbers   of   Homeless,”   July   13   2017,    Yale   Global   Online ,  
https://yaleglobal.yale.edu/content/cities-grow-so-do-numbers-homeless  
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homeless   means:   as   definitions   can   vary   from   country   to   country .   Homelessness   can   include  3

“rough   sleeping”,   which   means   living   on   the   streets   or   in   public   spaces   without   a   proper  

shelter;   living   in   emergency   or   precarious   accommodation   without   security   or   a   place   of   usual  

residence;   or   living   in   temporary   homeless   shelters   or   hostels .   All   of   these   situations   pose   their  4

own   challenges   and   demand   a   range   of   solutions,   yet   are   also   interconnected   and   cannot   be  

seen   in   isolation   of   each   other .  5

In   2016,   the   UN   Special   Rapporteur   on   the   right   to   housing   made   a   statement   calling  

on   governments   to   “to   recognize   homelessness   as   a   human   rights   crisis   and   commit   to   its  

eradication   by   2030” .   However,   the   specific   issue   of   homelessness   has   not   been   directly  6

addressed   by   the   majority   of   international   human   rights   bodies:   it   was   not   mentioned   in   the  

Millenium   Development   Goals,   and   is   included   in   the   Sustainable   Development   Goals   under  

the   category   of   eradicating   poverty .   Yet   evidence   has   shown   that   the   homeless   are   often   an  7

especially   vulnerable   subgroup   of   those   who   are   poor ,   and   homelessness   is   a   crucial   issue   to  8

address   for   social,   economic,   and   environmental   reasons.   Those   who   sleep   on   the   streets   often  

3   Global   Homelessness   Statistics   -   Homeless   World   Cup.   "Global   Homelessness   Statistics   -   Homeless   World  
Cup".   2020.    Homeless   World   Cup .   https://homelessworldcup.org/homelessness-statistics/  
4  Ortiz-Ospina,   Esteban   %   Roser,   Max.   "Homelessness",   2020,    OurWorldInData.org.  
https://ourworldindata.org/homelessness  
5    Speak,   Suzanne.   “The   State   of   Homelessness   in   Developing   Countries”,   2016,    United   Nations   Office   at   Nairobi ,  
https://www.un.org/development/desa/dspd/wp-content/uploads/sites/22/2019/05/SPEAK_Suzanne_Paper.p 
df  
6   "Governments   Must   Commit   To   Eliminating   Homelessness   By   2030,   UN   Rights   Expert   Urges".   2016.   UN  
News.  
https://news.un.org/en/story/2016/03/523512-governments-must-commit-eliminating-homelessness-2030-un-ri 
ghts-expert-urges .   
7Nason,   Geraldine   B.   “Homelessness:   A   Prominent   Sign   of   Social   Inequalities,”   February   11   2018,    United   Nations ,  
https://www.un.org/development/desa/dspd/wp-content/uploads/sites/22/2019/02/Ireland_Homelessness-A- 
Prominent-Sign-of-Social-Inequalities-on-11-February-1.pdf  
8   Ortiz-Ospina,   Esteban   %   Roser,   Max.   "Homelessness",   2020,    OurWorldInData.org.  
https://ourworldindata.org/homelessness  

 

https://www.un.org/development/desa/dspd/wp-content/uploads/sites/22/2019/05/SPEAK_Suzanne_Paper.pdf
https://www.un.org/development/desa/dspd/wp-content/uploads/sites/22/2019/05/SPEAK_Suzanne_Paper.pdf
https://news.un.org/en/story/2016/03/523512-governments-must-commit-eliminating-homelessness-2030-un-rights-expert-urges
https://news.un.org/en/story/2016/03/523512-governments-must-commit-eliminating-homelessness-2030-un-rights-expert-urges
https://www.un.org/development/desa/dspd/wp-content/uploads/sites/22/2019/02/Ireland_Homelessness-A-Prominent-Sign-of-Social-Inequalities-on-11-February-1.pdf
https://www.un.org/development/desa/dspd/wp-content/uploads/sites/22/2019/02/Ireland_Homelessness-A-Prominent-Sign-of-Social-Inequalities-on-11-February-1.pdf
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lack   a   proper   education:   in   Spain,   more   than   70%   of   the   homeless   population   have   only   basic  

literacy   skills .   Homeless   people   in   Germany   have   a   life   expectancy   10   years   lower   than   the   rest  9

of   the   population,   due   to   illnesses   such   as   pneumonia   or   hypothermia,   accidents,   suicide,   or  

violence .   In   fact,   the   homeless   population   of   London,   England   is   150   times   more   likely   to   die  10

of   violence   than   the   rest   of   the   population .   Aside   from   physical   and   mental   illnesses,  11

homelessness   is   directly   correlated   with   increased   substance   abuse,   trauma,   and   a   higher   chance  

of   incarceration .   Homelessness   also   takes   a   toll   on   the   entire   population:   institutions   aimed   to  12

provide   even   temporary   shelter   for   the   homeless   are   often   the   most   expensive   publicly   funded  

services .   The   issue   of   homelessness   is   rooted   in   a   global   inequality   of   wealth   and   power   and  13

are   not   the   fault   of   the   individual,   yet   homeless   people   often   find   themselves   facing   systematic  

stigmatization   and   oppression .  14

 

Measuring   homelessness  

As   mentioned   above,   an   important   factor   that   makes   the   issue   of   homelessness   difficult  

to   quantify   and   solve   is   the   variety   in   definitions   of   what   “homelessness”   is,   leading   to   multiple  

ways   of   measuring   how   many   homeless   people   there   are   in   the   world.   Different   countries  

9"Homelessness   |   World   Problems   &   Global   Issues   |   The   Encyclopedia   Of   World   Problems".   2020.  
Encyclopedia.Uia.Org,    http://encyclopedia.uia.org/en/problem/132937  
10   ibid  
11   ibid  
12   ibid  
13   Von   Wurden,   Caroline   J.   “The   Impact   of   Homelessness   on   Economic   Competitiveness,”   May   1   2018,    American  
Security   Project ,    https://www.americansecurityproject.org/impact-homelessness-economic-competitiveness/  
14   Nason,   Geraldine   B.   “Homelessness:   A   Prominent   Sign   of   Social   Inequalities,”   February   11   2018,    United   Nations ,  
https://www.un.org/development/desa/dspd/wp-content/uploads/sites/22/2019/02/Ireland_Homelessness-A- 
Prominent-Sign-of-Social-Inequalities-on-11-February-1.pdf  

 

http://encyclopedia.uia.org/en/problem/132937
https://www.americansecurityproject.org/impact-homelessness-economic-competitiveness/
https://www.un.org/development/desa/dspd/wp-content/uploads/sites/22/2019/02/Ireland_Homelessness-A-Prominent-Sign-of-Social-Inequalities-on-11-February-1.pdf
https://www.un.org/development/desa/dspd/wp-content/uploads/sites/22/2019/02/Ireland_Homelessness-A-Prominent-Sign-of-Social-Inequalities-on-11-February-1.pdf
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define   homelessness   in   different   ways,   largely   based   on   the   culture   as   well   as   the   local   standards  

of   adequate   housing   and   security .   As   a   result,   different   countries   measure   homelessness   in  15

different   ways,   with   many   governments   lacking   the   proper   resources   to   properly   measure   the  

dynamic   situation,   and   often   using   census   data   of   those   living   in   shelters   is   not   enough   to  

properly   assess   the   issue .   16

The   most   common   way   that   governments   or   organizations   estimate   the   homeless  

population   is   through   “point-in-time”   counts   of   those   sleeping   on   the   streets   or   in   homeless  

shelters   in   order   to   illustrate   how   many   people   are   homeless   on   any   given   night” .   However  17

this   fails   to   account   for   those   “precariously   housed”,   who   stay   in   temporary   residence   of   a  

family   member   or   friend.   Additionally,   the   countries   that   use   the   point-in-time   method   still  

differ   in   definitions   of   homelessness   as   well   as   measurement   frequency.    For   example,   Ireland’s  

government   releases   and   estimate   of   the   homeless   population   every   month,   while   the   USA  

releases   data   only   once   a   year   in   January .   In   England,   data   is   released   tracking   the   numbers   for  18

homeless   households,   not   people .   In   general,   the   dynamic   nature   of   the   phenomena   leads   to  19

difficulty   in   measuring   the   problem   as   well   as   gathering   necessary   information   to   generate  

targeted   solutions.  

 

15   Chamie,   Joseph.   “As   Cities   Grow,   So   Do   the   Numbers   of   Homeless,”   July   13   2017,    Yale   Global   Online ,  
https://yaleglobal.yale.edu/content/cities-grow-so-do-numbers-homeless  
16    Global   Homelessness   Statistics   -   Homeless   World   Cup.   "Global   Homelessness   Statistics   -   Homeless   World  
Cup".   2020.    Homeless   World   Cup .   https://homelessworldcup.org/homelessness-statistics/  
17   Ortiz-Ospina,   Esteban   %   Roser,   Max.   "Homelessness",   2020,    OurWorldInData.org.  
https://ourworldindata.org/homelessness  
18   Baura,   Akrur.   “"The   Homelessness   Paradox".   2020.    Deloitte   Insights .  
https://www2.deloitte.com/us/en/insights/economy/problem-of-rising-homelessness-advanced-economies.html.  
19   ibid  
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Stigma  

In   general,   governments   are   inclined   to   ignore   and   understate   the   issue   of   homelessness  

because   it   is   often   considered   a   taboo,   stigmatized   subject,   resulting   in   a   disparity   between  

government   numbers   and   reality.   In   2017   Moscow   officials   claimed   that   there   were   around  

10,000   homeless   individuals   in   the   city,   whereas   NGOs   reported   close   to   100,000   people   living  

on   Moscow’s   streets .   This   stigmatization   leads   to   the   greater   issue   of   making   “homeless”   into  20

a   social   identity .   Based   on   this   identity,   homeless   people   regularly   are   faced   with   both  21

widespread   discrimination   and   systematic   criminalization,   solely   because   their   social   “group”   is  

seen   as   undeserving,   and   even   worthless .   Homeless   people   are   denied   basic   services   for  22

hygiene,   and   are   vilified   by   authorities,   who   often   impose   consequences   for   inhabiting   public  

space .   Although   governments   often   claim   that   such   measures   are   put   in   place   for   public  23

health   and   safety,   the   aim   is   often   gentrification,   “beautifying”   to   promote   tourism,   or   to  

increase   property   value.   For   example,   in   Columbia   in   2014,   the   homeless   population   of  

Medellín   was   relocated   outside   of   the   city,   ironically   for   the   Sustainable   Development   Goals’  

7th   World   Urban   Forum .   Additionally,   the   homeless   population   is   subject   to   violence,  24

intimidation,   hate   crimes,   and   harassment   by   the   general   public,   simply   for   existing   in   public  

20   Chamie,   Joseph.   “As   Cities   Grow,   So   Do   the   Numbers   of   Homeless,”   July   13   2017,    Yale   Global   Online ,  
https://yaleglobal.yale.edu/content/cities-grow-so-do-numbers-homeless  
21   Nason,   Geraldine   B.   “Homelessness:   A   Prominent   Sign   of   Social   Inequalities,”   February   11   2018,    United   Nations ,  
https://www.un.org/development/desa/dspd/wp-content/uploads/sites/22/2019/02/Ireland_Homelessness-A- 
Prominent-Sign-of-Social-Inequalities-on-11-February-1.pdf  
22   Nason,   Geraldine   B.   “Homelessness:   A   Prominent   Sign   of   Social   Inequalities,”   February   11   2018,    United   Nations ,  
https://www.un.org/development/desa/dspd/wp-content/uploads/sites/22/2019/02/Ireland_Homelessness-A- 
Prominent-Sign-of-Social-Inequalities-on-11-February-1.pdf  
23   ibid  
24   ibid  
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https://www.un.org/development/desa/dspd/wp-content/uploads/sites/22/2019/02/Ireland_Homelessness-A-Prominent-Sign-of-Social-Inequalities-on-11-February-1.pdf
https://www.un.org/development/desa/dspd/wp-content/uploads/sites/22/2019/02/Ireland_Homelessness-A-Prominent-Sign-of-Social-Inequalities-on-11-February-1.pdf
https://www.un.org/development/desa/dspd/wp-content/uploads/sites/22/2019/02/Ireland_Homelessness-A-Prominent-Sign-of-Social-Inequalities-on-11-February-1.pdf
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space .   These   widespread,   systematic   stigmas   associated   with   homelessness   are   another   facet   of  25

the   problem   that   must   be   addressed.  

 

Homelessness   in   Developed   Nations  

Due   to   cultural,   political,   and   socio-economic   differences   between   various   parts   of   the  

world,   it   is   important   to   acknowledge   that   the   prevalence,   causes,   and   thus   the   solutions   to  

homelessness   will   vary,   especially   between   more   developed   nations   and   developing   nations.  

Even   within   Western   countries,   trends   in   homelessness   are   mixed.   In   the   past   10   years  

homelessness   has   increased   in   Denmark,   England,   France,   Ireland,   Italy,   the   Netherlands   and  

New   Zealand,   but   have   decreased   in   Finland   and   the   United   States .   Nevertheless,   in   2016   the  26

USA   still   had   550,000   people   experience   homelessness   on   any   given   night,   which   is   about  

0.06%   of   the   total   population   (Figure   1) .   Additionally,   the   national   homelessness   rates   differ  27

from   urban   rates,   and   are   almost   always   lower   than   the   levels   in   major   cities .   It   is   clear   that   in  28

most   developed   nations,   the   state   of   homelessness   is   often   temporary,   as   the   lifetime   rates   of  

homelessness   are   significantly   higher   than   any   point-in-time   counts .   29

25   ibid  
26   Chamie,   Joseph.   “As   Cities   Grow,   So   Do   the   Numbers   of   Homeless,”   July   13   2017,    Yale   Global   Online ,  
https://yaleglobal.yale.edu/content/cities-grow-so-do-numbers-homeless  
27   Ortiz-Ospina,   Esteban   %   Roser,   Max.   "Homelessness",   2020,    OurWorldInData.org.  
https://ourworldindata.org/homelessness  
28   Chamie,   Joseph.   “As   Cities   Grow,   So   Do   the   Numbers   of   Homeless,”   July   13   2017,    Yale   Global   Online ,  
https://yaleglobal.yale.edu/content/cities-grow-so-do-numbers-homeless  
29   Ortiz-Ospina,   Esteban   %   Roser,   Max.   "Homelessness",   2020,    OurWorldInData.org.  
https://ourworldindata.org/homelessness  
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Figure   1:   Number   of   Homeless   People,   by   shelter   Status,   United   States.  30

 
 

In   most   developed   nations,   there   is   no   main   reason   that   can   account   for   the   majority   of  

cases   in   which   an   individual   becomes   homeless,   except   worldwide   crises.   The   2008   financial  

crisis   led   to   mass   unemployment   and   thus   homelessness   even   among   the   well   educated   in   many  

European   countries,   although   countries   with   proper   response   measures   were   less   affected .  31

Both   housing   and   employment   are   directly   linked   to   the   well-being   of   individuals,   and   naturally,  

unemployment   is   correlated   with   homelessness.   In   Spain,   76%   of   homeless   people   in   2005   were  

unemployed.   Employment   barriers   such   as   illness,   a   criminal   record,   and   inconsistent  

30   Ortiz-Ospina,   Esteban   %   Roser,   Max.   "Homelessness",   2020,    OurWorldInData.org.  
https://ourworldindata.org/homelessness  
31   Nason,   Geraldine   B.   “Homelessness:   A   Prominent   Sign   of   Social   Inequalities,”   February   11   2018,    United   Nations ,  
https://www.un.org/development/desa/dspd/wp-content/uploads/sites/22/2019/02/Ireland_Homelessness-A- 
Prominent-Sign-of-Social-Inequalities-on-11-February-1.pdf  

 

https://www.un.org/development/desa/dspd/wp-content/uploads/sites/22/2019/02/Ireland_Homelessness-A-Prominent-Sign-of-Social-Inequalities-on-11-February-1.pdf
https://www.un.org/development/desa/dspd/wp-content/uploads/sites/22/2019/02/Ireland_Homelessness-A-Prominent-Sign-of-Social-Inequalities-on-11-February-1.pdf
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employment   also   put   individuals   at   risk   for   homelessness .   Even   if   people   are   able   to   keep   a  32

job,   wages   have   stayed   relatively   stagnant   while   the   accessibility   and   affordability   of   housing   has  

significantly   decreased.   Even   in   rapidly   expanding   cities,   where   houses   are   less   expensive   the  

further   away   they   are,   there   are   still   associated   costs   of   transport   and   access .   For   example,  33

nowhere   in   the   US   can   someone   earning   federal   minimum   wage   ($7.25   per   hour)   for   40   hours  

afford   a   one   bedroom   apartment   at   fair   rent.   To   do   so   without   paying   more   than   30%   of  

income,   people   in   the   US   must   earn   more   than   double   minimum   wage   ($16.35   per   hour) .  34

Issues   with   substance   use   and   mental   illness   are   also   associated   with   homelessness:   the  

USA’s   2013   point-in-time-count   reported   that   one   in   five   homeless   people   have   chronic  

substance   use   disorders .   Those   experiencing   homelessness   are   also   more   likely   to   deal   with  35

trauma   and   mental   illness .   In   response   to   the   problems   of   substance   use   and   mental   health,  36

social   circles   can   shrink,   leaving   an   individual   isolated   and   vulnerable.   Additionally,   these   issues  

may   leave   an   individual   unable   to   work   and   support   themselves,   leading   to   homelessness .   Yet  37

this   is   not   a   one   way   correlation:   both   mental   health   issues   and   substance   abuse   can   lead   to  

mental   health   and   vice   versa,   often   creating   a   vicious   cycle.   Research   has   suggested   that  

32   Casie,   Louise.   “State   of   Homelessness   in   Countries   with   Developed   Economies,”   2015,    Institute   of   Global  
Homelessness ,  
https://www.un.org/development/desa/dspd/wp-content/uploads/sites/22/2019/05/CASEY_Louise_Paper.pd 
f  
33   ibid  
34   Chamie,   Joseph.   “As   Cities   Grow,   So   Do   the   Numbers   of   Homeless,”   July   13   2017,    Yale   Global   Online ,  
https://yaleglobal.yale.edu/content/cities-grow-so-do-numbers-homeless  
35   ibid  
36   Ortiz-Ospina,   Esteban   %   Roser,   Max.   "Homelessness",   2020,    OurWorldInData.org.  
https://ourworldindata.org/homelessness  
37   Casie,   Louise.   “State   of   Homelessness   in   Countries   with   Developed   Economies,”   2015,    Institute   of   Global  
Homelessness ,  
https://www.un.org/development/desa/dspd/wp-content/uploads/sites/22/2019/05/CASEY_Louise_Paper.pd 
f  

 

https://www.un.org/development/desa/dspd/wp-content/uploads/sites/22/2019/05/CASEY_Louise_Paper.pdf
https://www.un.org/development/desa/dspd/wp-content/uploads/sites/22/2019/05/CASEY_Louise_Paper.pdf
https://yaleglobal.yale.edu/content/cities-grow-so-do-numbers-homeless
https://www.un.org/development/desa/dspd/wp-content/uploads/sites/22/2019/05/CASEY_Louise_Paper.pdf
https://www.un.org/development/desa/dspd/wp-content/uploads/sites/22/2019/05/CASEY_Louise_Paper.pdf
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substance   abuse   of   alcohol   and   various   drugs   are   used   as   a   coping   mechanism   to   life   on   the  

streets.   Similarly,   mental   illness   can   stem   from   the   trauma   and   violence   that   many   homeless  

individuals   undergo   when   living   on   the   streets .  38

There   is   also   a   disparity   in   terms   of   who   becomes   homeless:   in   different   countries,  

certain   groups   are   more   vulnerable   and   overrepresented   in   the   homeless   population.   Canadian  

data   shows   that   in   urban   areas,   there   are   eight   times   as   many   indigenous   homeless   people   as  

non-indigenous   groups .   Similarly,   Hispanic   and   African-American   groups   are   overrepresented  39

in   the   homeless   population   of   the   USA,   accounting   for   22%   and   40%   of   homeless   people   in  

2018   respectively .   There   are   also   disparities   in   terms   of   sexuality,   age,   and   newcomers,   with  40

minorities   and   vulnerable   groups   having   a   higher   risks   of   being   homeless .  41

Homelessness   in   Developing   Nations  

Although   homelessness   is   a   global   issue,   the   highest   rates   of   homelessness   are   typically  

found   in   the   least   developed   countries .   It   is   arguably   an   even   more   complex   issue   in   the  42

developing   world   due   to   increased   variety   in   the   socio-cultural   and   political   factors   between  

countries.   This   means   that   homelessness   looks   very   different   depending   on   which   country   is  

38   Casie,   Louise.   “State   of   Homelessness   in   Countries   with   Developed   Economies,”   2015,    Institute   of   Global  
Homelessness ,  
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being   considered,   and   stems   from   a   variety   of   causes .   The   two   most   prevalent   types   of  43

homelessness   in   many   developing   countries   are   rough   sleeping   and   informal   housing.   Rough  

sleeping   is   often   a   temporary   or   seasonal   type   of   homelessness,   motivated   by   religion  

(pilgrimages)   or   economic   benefit   (selling   crops) .   Informal   housing   is   vastly   more   common   in  44

the   urban   centres   of   developing   nations   than   developed   nations.   Often   referred   to   as   “slums”,  

these   expansive   connected   dwellings   are   often   permanent,   yet   lack   basic   services   or   security .  45

The   prevalence   of   slums   is   only   growing,   with   the   largest   slums   in   the   world   (found   in   Mexico,  

India,   and   Pakistan)   having   populations   of   over   1   million .   46

Although   migration   itself   is   not   a   driver   of   homelessness,   there   are   a   multitude   of  

reasons   why   migrants   may   end   up   homeless.   The   diminishing   opportunities   and   services   in  

rural   areas   may   motivate   people   to   seek   opportunities   in   cities,   even   temporarily,   yet   once   in   the  

city,   many   struggle   to   find   a   place   to   live .   Others   may   be   evicted   as   the   land   around   them   gets  47

bought   up   and   urbanized.   However   one   of   the   most   concerning   and   impactful   types   of  

migration   is   displacement   due   to   natural   disasters,   as   their   mass   destruction   can   lead   to   large  

populations   becoming   homeless   at   the   same   time .   In   2004,   after   the   Indian   Ocean   tsunami  48

and   earthquake,   over   1.5   million   people   in   Indonesia   alone   were   left   homeless.   Even   15   years  
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later,   many   Indonesians   remain   homeless   as   a   result   of   the   destruction .   The   emergency   aid  49

efforts   in   response   to   natural   disasters   often   fail   to   address   long   term   issues   such   as   destruction  

of   housing   and   proper   relocation .   Displacement   caused   by   war   can   also   lead   to   homelessness,  50

as   those   fleeing   conflicts   may   leave   immediately   without   knowing   where   they   will   find   a   secure,  

permanent   place   to   live.   In   fact,   countries   that   recently   faced   or   continue   to   deal   with   natural  

disasters   or   conflict   have   the   highest   rates   of   homeless   people   due   to   a   large   portion   of   the  

population   being   internally   displaced,   such   as   Haiti,   Iraq,   Nigeria,   Somalia,   South   Sudan   and  

Syria .  51

In   the   face   of   urbanization   all   over   the   world,   but   especially   in   developing   countries,  

governments   often   lack   proper   plans   for   the   increase   in   low-income   residents   in   cities .   Many  52

countries   make   errors   in   where   and   how   income   housing   is   built,   as   well   how   it   is   priced.   This  

leads   to   the   wrong   group   of   people   inhabiting   these   areas,   or   no   one   residing   there   at   all.   For  

example,   in   Mexico,   the   low-income   housing   areas   often   lack   proper   infrastructure   and  

transport,   leading   them   to   be   associated   with   drug   cartels   and   thus   no   longer   safe   to   inhabit .  53

Many   point-in-time   counts   measuring   homelessness   in   the   developing   world   show   that  

the   homeless   are   majority   male.   Yet   this   data   is   likely   deceiving:   although   men   are   more   visible  

49   Nason,   Geraldine   B.   “Homelessness:   A   Prominent   Sign   of   Social   Inequalities,”   February   11   2018,    United   Nations ,  
https://www.un.org/development/desa/dspd/wp-content/uploads/sites/22/2019/02/Ireland_Homelessness-A- 
Prominent-Sign-of-Social-Inequalities-on-11-February-1.pdf  
50   Speak,   Suzanne.   “The   State   of   Homelessness   in   Developing   Countries”,   2016,    United   Nations   Office   at   Nairobi ,  
https://www.un.org/development/desa/dspd/wp-content/uploads/sites/22/2019/05/SPEAK_Suzanne_Paper.p 
df  
51   Chamie,   Joseph.   “As   Cities   Grow,   So   Do   the   Numbers   of   Homeless,”   July   13   2017,    Yale   Global   Online ,  
https://yaleglobal.yale.edu/content/cities-grow-so-do-numbers-homeless  
52   Speak,   Suzanne.   “The   State   of   Homelessness   in   Developing   Countries”,   2016,    United   Nations   Office   at   Nairobi ,  
https://www.un.org/development/desa/dspd/wp-content/uploads/sites/22/2019/05/SPEAK_Suzanne_Paper.p 
df  
53   ibid  

 

https://www.un.org/development/desa/dspd/wp-content/uploads/sites/22/2019/02/Ireland_Homelessness-A-Prominent-Sign-of-Social-Inequalities-on-11-February-1.pdf
https://www.un.org/development/desa/dspd/wp-content/uploads/sites/22/2019/02/Ireland_Homelessness-A-Prominent-Sign-of-Social-Inequalities-on-11-February-1.pdf
https://www.un.org/development/desa/dspd/wp-content/uploads/sites/22/2019/05/SPEAK_Suzanne_Paper.pdf
https://www.un.org/development/desa/dspd/wp-content/uploads/sites/22/2019/05/SPEAK_Suzanne_Paper.pdf
https://yaleglobal.yale.edu/content/cities-grow-so-do-numbers-homeless
https://www.un.org/development/desa/dspd/wp-content/uploads/sites/22/2019/05/SPEAK_Suzanne_Paper.pdf
https://www.un.org/development/desa/dspd/wp-content/uploads/sites/22/2019/05/SPEAK_Suzanne_Paper.pdf


 

 
Southern   Ontario   Model   United   Nations   Assembly   XLVIII   

UN-Habitat:   Homeslessness   in   Cities  
 

 
when   homeless,   in   many   cases   women   are   truly   more   vulnerable .   Men   are   more   likely   to   sleep  54

on   the   streets,   while   in   many   cultures   women   sleeping   on   the   streets   would   be   at   too   high   of   a  

risk   for   violence   and   abuse,   including   kidnapping   and   trafficking.   This   is   why   many   homeless  

women   stay   with   friends   or   family,   or   are   forced   to   hide   in   precarious   dwellings .   Although  55

many   Latin   American   countries   are   improving   their   support   of   women’s   rights   and   protection,  

many   African   and   Asian   countries   still   lack   this   protection,   leading   to   increased   vulnerability   of  

homeless   women,   especially   when   they   have   children.  

 

Conclusion  

Homelessness   is   a   complex   and   ambiguous   problem   yet   a   pressing   global   issue  

nonetheless:   the   implications   of   widespread   homlessness   affect   a   city’s   economy,   social  

sustainability,   and   public   health.   Despite   the   variety   in   definitions   and   cultural   contexts   of  

homelessness   around   the   world,   more   can   be   done   by   almost   every   country   to   work   towards  

more   effective   solutions.   Although   there   are   differences   in   the   factors   that   contribute   to  

homelessness,   especially   between   the   developed   world   and   the   developing   world,   some   key  

aspects   of   effective   solutions   remain   the   same:   policy   makers   must   focus   on   having   adequate  

proactive   as   well   as   reactive   measures .   Most   importantly,   such   services   should   not   be   managed  56
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by   only   one   body,   but   often   require   a   system   involving   “national   and   city   governments,   private  

financers,   and   nonprofit   organizations   working   together” .   Countries   may   look   to   Finland’s  57

national   plans,   called   PAAVO   I   &   II,   that   focus   on   eliminating   homelessness   instead   of   simply  

managing   it   through   long   term   investments .   The   ten-year-old   plan   has   been   extremely  58

successful   and   the   nation’s   cities   have   provided   sustainable   housing   for   the   large   majority   of   the  

long-term   homeless  59

 

Pertinent   Questions  

1. How   can   countries   define   and   measure   homelessness   in   a   way   that   does   not   exclude  

invisible   groups?  

2. How   can   international   bodies   provide   solutions   that   are   applicable   to   both   developing  

and   developed   countries?  

3. What   solutions   can   cities   implement   that   connect   homelessness   and   public   health?  

4. How   will   cities   protect   vulnerable   groups   (such   as   women   and   children)   from  

homelessness?  

5. How   can   solutions   to   poverty   be   created   to   effectively   combat   homelessness   as   well?  
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