
Black Lives Matter Curriculum

Monday, February 4th, 2019

Tenaka Ryals, High School
Defining Social Justice

Standards
W.11-12.10 Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames
(a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. Common Core State Standards

Common Core English/Language Arts

SL.11-12.1 Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-
led) with diverse partners on grades 11—12 topics, texts, and issues, building on others' ideas and expressing their own
clearly and persuasively. Common Core State Standards Common Core English/Language Arts

L.11-12.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grades 11—12
reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. Common Core State Standards Common Core English/Language Arts

BLM Principles
BLM.LE Loving Engagement: Embodying and practicing justice, liberation, and peace in our engagements with one another
Teachers' Democracy Project Black Lives Matter

Teaching Tolerance Standards
Students will recognize unfairness on the individual level (e.g., biased speech) and injustice at the institutional or systemic
level (e.g., discrimination).

Essential Question
How do we define social justice?

Objectives
Students will understand concepts of social justice and identify injustice by personally relating their own accounts of
injustice through various reading, writing and discussions.

Materials
Internet Access
Demography is not Destiny PowerPoint Presentation
Demography is not Destiny Identity Map Project Directions and Project Rubric
Social Justice Concept Map

 Demography is not Destiny Identity Map Project.docx
 DID Activist Profile Handout.pdf
 Demography isnâ��t Destiny.1.pptx
 Social Justice Concept Map.jpeg



Procedure/Strategies
Engage (10 mins): Using the Demography is not Destiny PowerPoint Presentation: 
Teacher presents profiles of three to four local well known public figures. Students will try to guess the person based on the
clues given. The final profile will be that of the teacher (note: teacher adds slide about self) .
 
Explore (10 min): Using the Demography is not Destiny PowerPoint Presentation and DID Activist Profile Handout: How Do We
Define Social Justice Case Study- With a partner, students will discuss and will try to identify what their CRITERIA for social
justice is. Students receive “Demography is not my Destiny” profiles of different activists and leaders in Baltimore to
determine if the work they are doing is charity or social justice.
 
Explain (10 min): Using the Social Justice Concept Map: Mini Lesson-What Is Social Justice? 
Social justice is the idea that all people deserve to have equal rights and opportunities regardless of their gender, race or
socioeconomic background. Teacher defines social justice and creates a concept map on the board to show relationships
between words and phrases. Students record concept map for their personal notes.
 
Extend (15 min): Using the Demography is not Destiny Identity Map Project:  Students examine their own lives and complete
an identity map handout of their social networks.

Assessment/Check for Understanding
Evaluate (15 min): Quick Write Reflection: Students respond to the following prompts in this 15-minute writing assessment.
Students will establish a writer’s journal for this week’s social justice unit.
 

How does your identity—race/ethnicity, gender, class, neighborhood, parent’s education, etc.—shape who you know
and how you know them? 
How does it limit or exclude who you know (who are you least likely to meet, based on race, class, gender, etc.)? 
The power of your network: What advantages, or lack of advantage, does your network provide?  Consider: Resources,
favors, influence, places to vacation, job connections, insights about college, ‘know how’ about how to operate in the
world and be successful in what you want to know. Your proximity to people in influential or successful positions. 
Does your network offer you role models for success, give you an image of the potential for success or reinforce for you
that you have promise to succeed?
Does the race of your contacts, or other aspects of identity, suggest you will face obstacles? 

 
Closing/Wrap-Up: What are some examples of social inequality? How do we define social justice?

Homework
Conduct short research by finding an article or essay discussing current events. Respond to it through writing.

Vocabulary
Social Justice
Advocacy
Oppression
Stereotype
Racism
Marginalized
Diversity
Equity
Discrimination
Tolerance



Privilege



 

Identity Mapping Project 
 
Introduction: 
In this project we are going to critically examine our social networks--friends, families, neighbors--to reveal how 
much those networks construct and reinforce advantage and disadvantage.  In the process, we’ll pay attention 
to race and other aspects of identity. 
 
From a young age we are taught to see ourselves as individuals; true, we are all unique as individuals.  This 
project, however, should prompt you to see yourself, who you know and your choices and opportunities as 
structured by the forces of race, class, neighborhood and more.  Yes, even our relationships and social 
networks are not entirely random and the result of our own volition.  For this project, consider the limitations 
and advantages that accompany your various identities, and how doing so may reveal how we all participate in 
reinforcing inequalities. 
 
The Project 
First, you’ll make a MAP of some of your relationships:  a web of your social network.  You’ll document on your 
map the influence, resources, and benefits that arise from your social network. Second, you’ll analyze your 
map in a short REFLECTION that evaluates the influence that race, ethnicity, class, occupation, parent’s 
education, neighborhood where you live and more has in determining the amount of power and privilege you 
have.  Hopefully a deeper look will reveal privilege or disadvantage, and the hidden power of race, class, 
education, etc. that circumscribes your choice and opportunities. 
 
● Confidentiality: Do NOT share information about others’ Identity Maps with anyone outside of our class.  

The information is personal, private and should not be discussed.  Respond to others work in a mature, 
interested and encouraging way. 
 

● Keep in mind:  Access to privilege may come from relationships with people you are not close to (a “weak 
tie”), but that you can draw on that relationship because of who you are, who you know or your 
connections.  Include both strong and weak ties in your project.  

 
● Family:  Talk to family members, especially parents/guardians, as you do this.  You’ll need their 

knowledge. 
 
 
Part I:  Mapping your social networks 
Do this digitally (google slide, Prezi, etc.) or on a large piece of paper (as a drawing, collage, etc.), or some 
other way.  Be imaginative.  Begin by making a draft.   
  
1. Write “Me” or “My Family” in the center of the paper (or whatever medium you are using).   

2. include maps, pictures, other images (a house, where you do your activities, travels, etc) 
3. Type of Relationship:  

○ Include at least three people in each group and a minimum of 14 total (but not too many more).  Aim for 
a mixture of contacts that represents who you are.   

○ Create four (at least) shapes, one for each type of contact. Inside each shape, write the person’s name, 
sex/gender, ethnicity/race, age (approximate if you don’t know), level of education (HS Diploma, 
Masters degree), and what you call them (“boss,” “friend,” “teacher,” “sister,” “acquaintance,” “coach,” 
“guidance counselor,” “friend of parent,” etc.) and other relevant information.  

● Family:  This refers to actual members of your household or related family members. 

● Friends/peers:  This refers simply to people you call friends. 

● School:  This refers to teachers, administrators, guidance counselors, coaches, advisors, mentors or 
any other institutional contacts.  This will most likely be adults. 

● Other:  This person might be a boss, coworker, family friend, cultural contact, mentor, neighbor, leader, 



 

religious group contact, summer camp counselor, important acquaintance, or person you know who has 
given you important information, know-how or resources that you could use to your advantage. 

 
4. Characteristic of Relationship: Draw ‘web lines’ connecting “me” to contact.  You might use a different 

color or type of line (dashed, dots, some other method) and describe the benefits of the relationship: 

● Emotional:  Provides emotional support. 

● Work: Helped (or may help later) find you a job or prepare for a job: people skills, ways of 
communicating, how to present yourself, etc. 

● Information: Provides you (or may later), with special information: who to call to get what you need, 
how to avoid problems, how to best handle school or work situations, etc..    

● Academic:  School and academic support in high school, test taking, SAT prep, getting into a (or any) 
college, is an alumni, experience with the application process, helps with college essay, informal 
insights for with skills or advice that will be helpful in college. 

● Financial/leisure:  Getting discounts on goods or services; Knowledge or discounts on 
travel/vacations, use of summer homes.  Consider including pictures. 

● Health/well-being:  Health care connection: knows about, or can get you medical/dental/therapy 
knowledge or care provision, physical fitness.  Example:  when you have a medical or psychological 
question or problem, this person is a useful contact, and may help you skip the standard procedure, 
especially at irregular or unplanned times. 

● Legal/police/government support:  information about how to handle a question or problem, or can 
minimize the time it takes to resolve an issue, especially at irregular or unplanned times. 

● Other? 

 
5. Some other considerations: 

● Secondary contacts:  You may include people with whom you are connected through someone else 
(ex. A friend of a parent).  

● Weak and Strong ties:  Remember, some ties may be “weak”—or a person you don’t know or are 
unaccustomed to spending time with, but may potentially provide you with a lot of advantage.  A 
“strong” tie is someone who you are very comfortable or accustomed to spending time with. 

 
Part II:  Quick Write Reflection 
 
Big analysis:  To what extent do structural factors—rather than your personality or even your choices, etc.—
give you advantage, or limit your social network?  What does your project suggest about inequality--how power 
is distributed, whether it is fairly distributed? 
 
How does your identity—race/ethnicity, gender, class, neighborhood, parent’s education, etc.—shape who you 
know and how you know them?  How does it limit or exclude who you know (who are you least likely to meet, 
based on race, class, gender, etc.)?   
 
The power of your network: What advantages, or lack of advantage, does your network provide?  Consider: 
Resources, favors, influence, places to vacation, job connections, insights about college, ‘know how’ about 
how to operate in the world and be successful in what you want to know. Your proximity to people in influential 
or successful positions.  Does your network offer you role models for success, give you an image of the 
potential for success or reinforce for you that you have promise to succeed? Does the race of your contacts, or 
other aspects of identity, suggest you will face obstacles?   
 
Students respond to the following prompts in this 15-minute writing assessment. Students will establish a 
writer’s journal for this week’s social justice unit. 



 

 
Assessment Rubric 

 
Map:  Neatness, Organization, Creative (25 points)   
Writing and design is clear, easy to read. Effective and creative use of shapes, colors, photos. Diagram is well 
planned, organized. 

 
Map: Informative and thorough (25 points)   
Includes detailed information, a variety of contact groups and a variety of type of connections 

 
Quick Write Reflection: Depth of analysis (25 points)   
Considers structural factors—race/ethnicity, class, neighborhood, etc in understanding who is in your social 
network, how much power and privilege you do and do not have.  Is thoughtful about who is excluded from 
network and what impact that has (beneficial, not beneficial).  You challenged yourself to examine honestly 
and thoughtfully the forces that shape who you are, your choices, opportunities and limitations. 
 
 
Analysis paper:  Writing mechanics (25 points) 
● Grammar: capital letters, punctuation, verb tense, plural v. singular, spelling   
● Indented, double-spaced, 12 point maximum, 1 inch maximum margins   
● Met required length   
 
Total Points   



























Black Lives Matter Curriculum

Tuesday, February 5th, 2019

Tenaka Ryals, High School
Exploring Issues of Social Justice

Standards
RL.11-12.1 Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as
inferences drawn from the text, including determining where the text leaves matters uncertain. Common Core State Standards

Common Core English/Language Arts

W.11-12.10 Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames
(a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. Common Core State Standards

Common Core English/Language Arts

SL.11-12.1 Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-
led) with diverse partners on grades 11—12 topics, texts, and issues, building on others' ideas and expressing their own
clearly and persuasively. Common Core State Standards Common Core English/Language Arts

BLM Principles
BLM.UB Unapologetically Black: In affirming that Black Lives Matter, we need not qualify our position.  Loving and desiring
freedom and justice for ourselves is a necessary prerequisite for wanting the same from others Teachers' Democracy Project Black

Lives Matter

Teaching Tolerance Standards
Students will analyze the harmful impact of bias and injustice on the world, historically and today.

Essential Question
What shapes our worldviews?

Objectives
Students will be able to reflect and respond to one another’s thoughts on injustice and their current worldview through
class discussion.

Materials
Pictures from the Baltimore Riots of 1968 and Baltimore Uprising 2015.
The Beast Side”, by Baltimore author D Watkins
The Backlash Against Black Lives Matter Is Just More Evidence of Injustice” by EDT David Smith handout and discussion
questions

 The Backlash Against Black Lives Matter Is Just More Evidence of Injustice.pdf
 In America, Everone Sees Color.pdf
 Baltimore Riots 1968.jpeg
 Baltimore Uprising 2015.jpg



Procedure/Strategies
Engage (5 mins): Using Baltimore Riots 1968 and Baltimore Uprising 2015: What’s Going on In the Picture? Students analyze
pictures from the Baltimore Riots of 1968 and Baltimore Uprising 2015.

1. Describe what you see in this picture.
2. Why do you think these people are here?
3. What do you think is going through their minds?
4. What can you conclude about the conditions during this time?

 
Explore (10 min): Using In America, Everybody Sees Color: Students read “In America Everybody Sees Color” a vignette from
the “The Beast Side”, by Baltimore author D Watkins. What is the author’s purpose in writing this article? Do you agree or
disagree with this author’s perspective on racism? Explain
 
Explain (10 min): The teacher will define a worldview in broad terms; a worldview is: “the way someone thinks about the
world” (MerriamWebster.com). Having defined the term ‘worldview,’ the teacher will ask: “What shapes our worldviews?”
 
If the students seem to need further prompts to answer, leading questions such as “What institutions in society shape our
thoughts?” and “What affects how you think?” can be used at the teacher’s discretion. This is a brainstorming session and
that students can shout out whatever answer comes to their minds; the idea is that students should say the first things they
think of in order to respond in a genuine way. As students speak their minds, the teacher will record their responses on chart
paper.
 
Extend (15 min): Using The Backlash Against Black Lives Matter Is Just More Evidence of Injustice: In small groups, students
read and discuss, “The Backlash Against Black Lives Matter Is Just More Evidence of Injustice” by EDT David Smith. To get
group discussion started, the teacher can share his or her own thoughts and explain why he/she thinks this way.

Assessment/Check for Understanding
Evaluate (10 min): Independent Work: After reading the article and the authors point of view, explain your personal
perspective on each hashtag. Complete work in your writer’s notebook.
#BlackLivesMatter_____________________________________________
#AllLivesMatter________________________________________________
#BleLivesMatter_______________________________________________
 
Closing/Wrap-Up: Debrief- Questions to ask include: What were the arguments for and against the issue? What did you
learn during the activity? What were the strongest arguments? Which arguments were the weakest?

Homework
Conduct short research by finding an article or essay discussing current events. Respond to it through writing.

Vocabulary
Social Justice
Advocacy
Oppression
Stereotype
Racism
Marginalized
Diversity
Equity
Discrimination
Tolerance



Privilege





















Black Lives Matter Curriculum

Wednesday, February 6th, 2019

Tenaka Ryals, High School
Methods of Civic Engagement

Standards
RL.11-12.10 By the end of grade 11, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, in the grades 11
—CCR text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range. 
By the end of grade 12, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, at the high end of the grades
11—CCR text complexity band independently and proficiently. Common Core State Standards Common Core English/Language Arts

W.11-12.10 Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames
(a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. Common Core State Standards

Common Core English/Language Arts

SL.11-12.1 Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-
led) with diverse partners on grades 11—12 topics, texts, and issues, building on others' ideas and expressing their own
clearly and persuasively. Common Core State Standards Common Core English/Language Arts

L.11-12.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grades 11—12
reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. Common Core State Standards Common Core English/Language Arts

BLM Principles
BLM.RJ Restorative Justice: Intentionally building and nurturing a beloved community that is bonded together through a
beautiful struggle that creates justice for all in restorative, not depleting, ways Teachers' Democracy Project Black Lives Matter

Teaching Tolerance Standards
Students will recognize that power and privilege influence relationships on interpersonal, intergroup and institutional levels
and consider how they have been affected by those dynamics.

Essential Question
What is Organizing?

Objectives
Students understand community organizing, the range of actions they can take, and what they can change.

Materials
The Beast inside of Me video   https://youtu.be/nwg8nZFhBEE
Justice Quotes
Ways to Make Change Chart
Ways to Make Change Handout

 Justice Quotes.docx
 Ways to Make Change.pdf
 Ways to make change handout.pdf



Procedure/Strategies
Engage (5 mins): Show the video-The Beast inside of Me: https://youtu.be/nwg8nZFhBEE. Discuss Tilawn from the video: Is
he doing social justice work, based on your criteria for social Justice? Has your criteria for social justice changed based on
our discussions from this week, explain?
 
Explore (5 min): Using Justice Quotes: Display quotes on commitment, power and acting.  Students select 1-2 quotes they
like best. In your writing journal, write: Why did you select this quote?  What do you like about it?  Make this a personal
response--why is this quote important to you? What does it reveal about power and social justice?
 
Explain (10 min): Using Ways to Make Change Chart: Explain that we are going to answer the question, “What is organizing?”
The definition we use is the process of bringing people together to use their collective power to win improvements in
people's lives and challenge the power structure. Share and explain the Ways to Make Change chart.
 
Extend (15 min): Using Ways to Make Change Handout: In groups of 3-5, give each group a Ways to Make Change Handout
sheet and a common situation (ex. homelessness). For this situation, they should come up with 2 examples of each of these
5 types of actions. Once all groups are done, share back answers and make a list of the types of actions.
 
For any actions that are not in Community Organizing, what would be the next step if we wanted this action to challenge the
systems of power more than it is currently doing?

Assessment/Check for Understanding
Evaluate (10 min): Exit Ticket: Vision Statement-Your vision is your dream. It's what your organization believes are the ideal
conditions for your community; that is, how things would look if the issue important to you were completely, perfectly
addressed. It might be a world without war, or a community in which all people are treated as equals, regardless of gender
or racial background.
 
Create a short vision statement on how we can seek justice as a class.  After brainstorming answers to all of the questions,
take a few moments to write a sentence that you think best describes your purpose, its constituency, and its activities.
 
Consider these questions when creating your vision statement.

What is your dream for our community?
What would you like to see change?
What kind of community (or program, policy, school, neighborhood, etc.) do we want to create?
What do you see as the community's (or school's, neighborhood's, etc.) major issues or problems?
What do you see as the community's major strengths and assets?
What do you think should be the purpose of this organization (or effort)?
Why should these issues be addressed?
What would success look like?

 
Closing/Wrap-Up: What should we do with the knowledge that we have? What is the difference between being and doing?
What can we do as a class to seek justice and advocate for the rights of the oppressed?

Homework
Conduct short research by finding an article or essay discussing current events. Respond to it through writing.

Vocabulary
Social Justice
Providing Service



 Self Help, Education
 Advocacy
Social Justice Movements
Public Justice
System
Direct Service
Community Organizing
Direct Action



Justice(Quotes(

Justice(is(a(certain(rectitude(of(mind(whereby(a(man(does(what(he(ought(to(do(in(circumstances(
confronting(him.(66Saint(Thomas(Aquinas(

Reconciliation(should(be(accompanied(by(justice,(otherwise(it(will(not(last.(While(we(all(hope(for(peace(it(
shouldn't(be(peace(at(any(cost(but(peace(based(on(principle,(on(justice.(66Corazon(Aquino(

Think(on(this(doctrine,66that(reasoning(beings(were(created(for(one(another's(sake;(that(to(be(patient(is(
a(branch(of(justice,(and(that(men(sin(without(intending(it.(66Marcus(Aelius(Aurelius(

We(can(become(anything.(That(is(why(injustice(is(impossible(here.(There(may(be(the(accident(of(birth,(
there(is(no(accident(of(death.(Nothing(forces(us(to(remain(what(we(were.(66John(Berger(

Men(feel(that(cruelty(to(the(poor(is(a(kind(of(cruelty(to(animals.(They(never(feel(that(it(is(an(injustice(to(
equals;(nay(it(is(treachery(to(comrades.(66G.K.(Chesterton(

There(is(no(such(thing(as(justice66in(or(out(of(court.(66Clarence(Darrow(

True(patriotism(hates(injustice(in(its(own(land(more(than(anywhere(else.(66Clarence(Darrow(

One(man's(justice(is(another's(injustice;(one(man's(beauty(another's(ugliness;(one(man's(wisdom(
another's(folly.(66Ralph(Waldo(Emerson(

Without(justice(courage(is(weak.(66Benjamin(Franklin(

Rigid(justice(is(the(greatest(injustice.(66Dr.(Thomas(Fuller(

Injustice(anywhere(is(a(threat(to(justice(everywhere.(66Dr.(Martin(Luther(King,(Jr.(

Maturity(is(the(ability(to(do(a(job(whether(or(not(you(are(supervised,(to(carry(money(without(spending(it(
and(to(bear(an(injustice(without(wanting(to(get(even.(66Ann(Landers(

Man's(capacity(for(justice(makes(democracy(possible;(but(man's(inclination(to(injustice(makes(
democracy(necessary.(66Reinhold(Niebuhr(

This(is(a(court(of(law,(young(man,(not(a(court(of(justice.(66Oliver(Wendell(Holmes(

Justice(in(the(life(and(conduct(of(the(State(is(possible(only(as(first(it(resides(in(the(hearts(and(souls(of(the(
citizens.(66Author(Unknown(

Justice(is(always(violent(to(the(party(offending,(for(every(man(is(innocent(in(his(own(eyes.(66Daniel(Defoe(



Ways to Make Change 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Services:   supply basic services to people who need them, often food, clothing, 

shelter or money 
 
Self-Help:   People affected by the problem do something to help each other 
 
Education:   Letting people know about the issue so that people affected by the issue 

can understand the problem 
 
Advocacy: An individual, a group or an organization that cares about a problem 

pleads its cause on behalf of the group affected by the problem 
 
Community Organizing:  Bringing people together to use their collective power to win 

improvements in people’s lives and challenge and change the system of 
power.   

 

Accepts pyramid of power Challenges pyramid of power 
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Ways to Make Change Worksheet 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In your group, come up with at least two examples of how to solve this problem for 

each category: 
 
 There is nothing interesting to do afterschool for youth 
 
 
Services:    
 
 
 
 
Self-Help:    
 
 
 
 
Education:    
 
 
 
 
 
 
Advocacy:  
 
 
 
 
 
Community Organizing:   
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Black Lives Matter Curriculum

Thursday, February 7th, 2019

Tenaka Ryals, High School
Searching for Justice

Standards
W.11-12.7 Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated
question) or solve a problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry when appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the subject,
demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation. Common Core State Standards Common Core English/Language Arts

SL.11-12.4 Present information, findings, and supporting evidence, conveying a clear and distinct perspective, such that
listeners can follow the line of reasoning, alternative or opposing perspectives are addressed, and the organization,
development, substance, and style are appropriate to purpose, audience, and a range of formal and informal tasks. Common

Core State Standards Common Core English/Language Arts

L.11-12.6 Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific words and phrases, sufficient for reading,
writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering
vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression. Common Core State

Standards Common Core English/Language Arts

BLM Principles
BLM.G Globalism: Seeing ourselves as part of the global Black family and understanding how we are impacted or privileged
by our positioning in the world Teachers' Democracy Project Black Lives Matter

Teaching Tolerance Standards
Students will identify figures, groups, events and a variety of strategies and philosophies relevant to the history of social
justice around the world.

Essential Question
What can we do as a class to seek justice and advocate for the rights of the oppressed?

Objectives
Students will research local and national and international groups or organizations that are working towards social justice.

Materials
Baltimore Algebra Project website https://www.baltimorealgebraproject.org/our-mission
Research Organizations Handout
Computer/ Internet Access
Grassroots guest speaker or video.
Our Neighborhoods: Elijah Miles at TEDxBaltimore 2014   https://youtu.be/qaue72D9p_I

 RESEARCH ORGANIZATIONS WORKING ON YOUR ISSUE.docx



Procedure/Strategies
Engage (5 mins): Baltimore Algebra Project https://www.baltimorealgebraproject.org/our-mission
We as a youth led organization have a goal for the youth of Baltimore city. Our goal is to ensure that all students have access
to quality education. This includes learning and mastering advanced math. We value the intelligence of Baltimore City Youth
by paying a living wage to teach math to their peers and training their existing leadership skills. We support their vision for a 
more equitable Baltimore and beyond. Quality Education, adequate employment, proper healthcare, and safety is the
right of every Baltimore City Youth.
 
What is a mission statement? Does it describe what the organization will do and why it will do it? Is it concise? Is it outcome
oriented? Is it inclusive of the goals and people who may become involved in the organization?
 
Explore (5 min): Mission Statements-
The following examples should help students understand what we mean by effective mission statements.

"Promoting child health and development through a comprehensive family and community initiative."
"To create a thriving African American community through development of jobs, education, housing, and cultural
pride."
"To develop a safe and healthy neighborhood through collaborative planning, community action, and policy
advocacy."

 
Explain (10 min): Mission Statement-

Mission statements are similar to vision statements, in that they, too, look at the big picture. However, they're more
concrete, and they are definitely more "action-oriented" than vision statements. Your vision statement should inspire
people to dream; your mission statement should inspire them to action.
The mission statement might refer to a problem, such as an inadequate housing, or a goal, such as providing access to
health care for everyone. And, while they don 't go into a lot of detail, they start to hint - very broadly - at how your
organization might fix these problems or reach these goals. Some general guiding principles about mission statements are
that they are:

Concise. While not as short as vision statements, mission statements generally still get their point across in one
sentence.
Outcome-oriented. Mission statements explain the fundamental outcomes your organization is working to achieve.
Inclusive. While mission statements do make statements about your group's key goals, it's very important that they do
so very broadly. Good mission statements are not limiting in the strategies or sectors of the community that may
become involved in the project.

Why should we create vision and mission statements?
 
Extend (20 min): Speakers will provide first-hand insight into working for social justice. If possible, have a local grassroots
organizer present about their experiences. Facilitate a discussion between the organizer and the participants. If you do not
have someone to speak, show a video of successful grassroots organizing. 
 
Video Elijah Miles- https://youtu.be/qaue72D9p_I   Elijah is a graduate of Cristo Rey Jesuit High School in Baltimore. This
past summer he was one of five local students selected for a paid internship at the Baltimore chapter of Teach for America,
funded by the Bank of America Charitable Foundation. He is a freshman at Morgan State University.
 

Assessment/Check for Understanding
Evaluate (20 min): Become an advocate by finding at least 3-5 examples of organizations or students like you who have
stepped up to seek justice. How have they done it?
 
Research Organizations Handout



ORGANIZATION #1
Name of organization/group:
Their location, website, social media links:
Organization’s goals or objectives:
How does this group make change?
 
Closing/Wrap-Up: What are some practical ways to seek justice? What is being done to relieve victims of oppression?

Homework
Conduct short research by finding an article or essay discussing current events. Respond to it through writing.

Vocabulary
Social Justice
Providing Service
 Self Help, Education
 Advocacy
Social Justice Movements
Public Justice
System
Direct Service
Community Organizing
Direct Action
Mission statement
Vision statement



Name___________________________________________________________&Date____________&
&

RESEARCH&ORGANIZATIONS&WORKING&ON&YOUR&ISSUE&
&&&&
Research(at(least(3(groups(or(organizations((try(to(find(one(based(in(Baltimore(area)(that(are(working(on(
this(issue.((Then(write(an(outline(summarizing(what(you(learn(about(each(organization.((Include(the(
following:(
&
ORGANIZATION&#1&
● Name(of(organization/group:(

● Their(location,(website,(social(media(links:(

● Organization’s(goals(or(objectives:(

● How(does(this(group(make(change?(

(

ORGANIZATION&#2&
● Name(of(organization/group:(

● Their(location,(website,(social(media(links:(

● Organization’s(goals(or(objectives:(

● How(does(this(group(make(change?(

(

ORGANIZATION&#3&
● Name(of(organization/group:(

● Their(location,(website,(social(media(links:(

● Organization’s(goals(or(objectives:(

● How(does(this(group(make(change?(

 



Black Lives Matter Curriculum

Friday, February 8th, 2019

Tenaka Ryals, High School
Passion for Justice

Standards
W.11-12.7 Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated
question) or solve a problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry when appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the subject,
demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation. Common Core State Standards Common Core English/Language Arts

SL.11-12.4 Present information, findings, and supporting evidence, conveying a clear and distinct perspective, such that
listeners can follow the line of reasoning, alternative or opposing perspectives are addressed, and the organization,
development, substance, and style are appropriate to purpose, audience, and a range of formal and informal tasks. Common

Core State Standards Common Core English/Language Arts

L.11-12.6 Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific words and phrases, sufficient for reading,
writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering
vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression. Common Core State

Standards Common Core English/Language Arts

BLM Principles
BLM.CV Collective Value: Valuing all Black lives, regardless of actual or perceived sexual identity, gender identity, gender
expression, economic status, ability, disability, religious beliefs or disbeliefs, immigration status, or location Teachers'

Democracy Project Black Lives Matter

Teaching Tolerance Standards
 Students will recognize their own responsibility to stand up to exclusion, prejudice and injustice.

Essential Question
What social justice issue(s) am I passionate about?

Objectives
Students will reflect on their passion for a social justice issues and show learning by creating a project from the choice
board.

Materials
Methods of Civic Engagement Choice Board handout
Computer/ Internet Access
Youth work sample: GSA Demands  1 video https://youtu.be/_HZmx7DT8x8
Youth work sample: Monsters, Brian R. - Songhttps://youtu.be/gQUr70mBjX0

 Methods of Civic Engagement Choice Board.docx
 BLM Poem Anchor Paper.docx
 Letter to Legislator Anchor Paper.docx



Procedure/Strategies
Engage (5 mins): Brainstorm ideas about issues/injustices that excite/anger/inspire you (identify between 3-10
issues).  Select one to examine further.
 
Explore (20 min): Research and learn about an injustice.
Using the internet, find a minimum of 3 excellent articles to read on your topic that will give you a stronger understanding
about your issue. Search for articles, reports and credible videos.

Assessment/Check for Understanding
Evaluate (30 min): Using Methods of Civic Engagement Choice Board Handout:  

1. Write a 1-2 page personal response to a specific topic, a specific story, or a lesson that particularly impacted you.
2. Create and record a PSA script bringing awareness of the social justice issue that you researched.
3. Draw or paint how you experienced the injustices in the world through these lessons.
4. Compose a poem or a song that takes the perspective of a victim or a justice worker.
5. Or create your own response!

Show students work samples from past students (see attachments for poem, audio song, video, letter to Delegate Robbyn
Lewis) as examples.
 
Give students time in class to work on their project choice.  Teacher helps students as needed.  Projects are scored using the
rubric from the Methods of Civic Engagement Choice Board handout.
 
Closing/Wrap-Up: What social justice issue(s) am I passionate about? Do I want to work to achieve social justice locally or
globally? 

Homework
Conduct short research by finding an article or essay discussing current events. Respond to it through writing.

Vocabulary
Social Justice
Advocacy
Oppression
Ethnicity
Diversity
Equity
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Conventions:!!!
!

0!
1!

2!
3!

4!

Spelling!is!correct!

U
ses!capital!letters!

U
ses!punctuation!

Sentences!are!com
plete!

For:!Conventions!

0!=!m
issing!

1!=!very!poor!or!m
inim

al!or!m
any!m

istakes!

2!=!okay;!som
e!m

istakes,!could!do!better!

3!=!w
ell!done;!very!few

!m
istakes!

4!=!N
o!m

istakes!

Content:!
!

!
0!

1!
2!

3!
4!

!
!

Correct!!

Elaborates/explains!thinking!

Content!

0!=!m
issing!

1=!W
eak,!has!m

istakes,!needs!w
ork!

2!=!O
kay,!could!do!better,!needs!som

e!w
ork!

3!!=!Pretty!good,!could!add!a!little!detail!here!and!there!

4!=!Excellent,!above!and!beyond.!!G
REAT!detail!!
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The truth will set you free but first it will 
piss you off ...  
let that sink in since y’all feelings tend to 
get real soft  
See y’all claim that y’all woke, until reality 
hit  
Until you or your brothers are dead and now the 
roll is switched 
 
It is impossible to win a battle that is rigged 
especially when your skin color is as dark as 
mine is  
You went from wanting to be an officer when you 
grow up to trying to avoid them before they 
“randomly” pull you over since you drive a 
suspicious truck  
 
It is impossible to be unarmed when our 
blackness is the weapon they fear 
So is seeing me wave my hands in the air taking 
my last breath before you take my life something 
that brings you cheer ? 
 
The civil rights movement never ended, it just 
carried on to the next generation  
So now we’re left to finish and figure out this 
segregation 
  
I’m tired of having to protest and pray and 
fight ... but I will do it all over again 
because being black is my right  
!



125 N Hilton Street 

Baltimore, Maryland, 21229 

January 10, 2019 

 

Delegate Robbyn Lewis 

304 House Office Building 

6 Bladen Street 

Annapolis, Maryland, 21401 

 

Dear Delegate Robbyn Lewis,  

I am a high school student living in Baltimore City. The community members and I are 

writing to you to discuss our concerns and problems that we see in our city. Our 

population has about 622,000 people and majority of our community is black, about 

63.7% is black. We have a landfill and two incinerators, they are all located in the black 

communities. There is a landfill located in Cherry Hill and one of the incinerators is 

located in Westport. These incinerators are bad for the environment and is poisoning 

our family and friends. The incinerators don’t just burn trash from Maryland but many 

other places, which makes even more pollution that’s poisoning us. As a result of having 

these incinerators Baltimore has a very high asthma rate and it cause many other 

health problems. When trash is burned it release harmful chemicals in the air that we 

breathe in every day.  If we could get a bill in place to close down these incinerators 

and landfills our children can grow up with cleaner air, with less health problems that 

children have today.  An alternative way to get rid of trash could be to make it 



mandatory for people to recycle, make a landfill in a vacant low populated area. I 

personally have cousins and friends who suffer from asthma, because of this they can’t 

live life how they want to because they are limited to things they can do. Also it’s not 

fair that they have to suffer from something they never wanted or asked for. All I ask for 

is to shut down the incinerators or reduce the hours of operation at least so it won’t be 

as much pollution. I hope my letter has helped you on your decision about the 

incinerators in Baltimore city. 

 


