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From the desk of the President – John Perkins FRAS
I want to extend my congratulations to Susanna Chen Chow, Pamela Fairburn, Kay McFarlane
Smith and Hiren Patel on their excellent exhibition “Journeys”, a great opening night and huge
feedback on the quality and standard of the work.
Our Annual Spring Exhibition is on until 1 October, so don’t miss it. Our judge and opener this
year was Alan Somerville. We thank him for giving his time so generously and I wish to
congratulate Martin Campbell FRAS on being awarded the “Medal of Distinction” with his very fine
painting “Riverbank Reflections”. My congratulations also to the Highly Commended, Pamela
Irving, Rob Candy and Vivienne McDonald and to Marion Stroud, Michele Thomson and Helen
Alajajian for being awarded a Commended.
The Australian Society of Marine Artists will open their exhibition here in our gallery rooms on
Friday 13 October 2017 at 7pm. The special Guest Opener is Sir James Hardy KBE, OBE. The
exhibition will close on 29 October.
A special November event will be the Ken Knight Masterclass afternoon on Sunday 12 November.
Bookings are coming in fast, so please if you wish to attend do so as soon as possible with your
payment. Thanks Ken, we really appreciate your support.
Happy painting

The Engine Room News

by Christine Feher

Helpers are needed on opening nights – in the kitchen, washing up glasses, serving food. Only need
to do it once per year. Please contact Gail Simpson if you are able to help on email:
gail@housetrends.com.au

Stay Connected ... ... ...
Have you “liked” the Royal Art Society of NSW on Facebook? In just two
years, our following has grown to over 800 people world-wide. If you want
to keep up to date with news and events at the Royal, simply “like” our page
and invite your friends to “like” it too. Supporting us in this simple way helps
to get the message out that we are continuing our tradition of great art and
exhibitions, exciting classes and life-time friendships.

2017 Spring Exhibition with Judge Alan Somerville

Medal of Distinction Winner Martin Campbell with Alan Somerville

Helen Alajajian - Commended

Rob Candy - Highly Commended

Pamela Irving – Highly Commended

John and Heidi Hereth with our gondolier

Vivienne McDonald, Highly Commended, Alan Somerville, Helen Alajajian, Commended with helpers Nettie Korduba,
Gail Simpson and Yvonne Bourne, Susie Devenport and Martin Campbell

Members’ News: Please remember to forward all news items and requests to the
Editor and not to our Secretary Christine at the Society
Congratulations to:
Kay McFarlane Smith ARAS – 1st Prize Miniature Section – Singleton Art Awards.
Jane Wray RAS – Winner major prize in Ardency Art Exhibition, 1st in Local Artist Category, Camden
Art Prize, H/Commended in Pirtek Still Life Prize.
Catherine Harry FRAS – 1st Prize in Works on Paper – Oatley 101 Art Show. It was the charcoal
drawing featured in the August Newsletter.
Pam Irving FRAS – 1st for Aspects of Lane Cove and 1st for Pastels and Drawings – Lane Cove 54th
Art Award Exhibition.
Marlene Weaver FRAS – 1st Prize portrait section in the Kiama Art Exhibition.

Welcome to the new Social members: Pauline and Warwick Bartle.

Solo Exhibition - Stephen Caldis ARAS
16 September to 1 October 2017

Profiles of RAS Fellows –

Profile of Michelle Clarke (Bsc Hons 1, PhD, FGAA) synerGem Jewellery Design
Michelle originally trained as a biochemist and worked for many
years in medical research at St Vincent’s Hospital and UNSW
and has been hand crafting jewellery for over 15 years. Her
desire for technical excellence results in the creation of
jewellery that aims to realise her design ambitions and maintain
exceptional standards of workmanship.
With the intention of making jewellery versatile and interesting,
many of Michelle’s pieces are multi-functional with sections of
necklaces that can be removed to make bracelets, or pendants
that can be detached. Michelle takes great pleasure in the
process of creating unique, wearable pieces using a variety of
techniques, gemstones and precious metals. The jewellery is
simultaneously functional, enduring and individual.
Michelle held her first exhibition at the ‘Gaffa’ Gallery in
Clarence Street, Sydney in 2010. Since 2012, she has
exhibited pieces at the Lavender Bay Gallery of the Royal Art
Society of NSW and was an invited stall holder at the inaugural
Artisan’s Market held at the ‘Coal Loader’, Waverton, in 2013.
Michelle was a student for several years at Studio 303,
Leichhardt, learning metal smithing and other techniques with
artisan goldsmith and jeweller, Ernst Pfenninger. She also
exhibited pieces in the adjoining gallery and has since been
commissioned to make necklaces, earrings, bangles, cufflinks
and rings.
Michelle has completed courses in Jewellery Design and Gem
Setting at the Gemmological Association of Australia (GAA).
She furthered her education and combined her passion for
science and jewellery by completing her Diploma of
Gemmology (Distinction) in 2012. Since then, Michelle has
served on the Executive Management Committee of the GAA
as NSW Vice President of Education, and continues to compile
and edit the NSW Newsletter. She is a Lecturer and Head
Demonstrator at the GAA, and is frequently involved in the
revision and writing of course notes and assessment material.
Michelle’s jewellery is on display and can be purchased at the Society’s Gallery.

Help the RAS become the No. 1 destination in North Sydney
"TripAdvisor" is a world-wide website giving unbiased reviews of sightseeing attractions,
restaurants and hotels for travellers and locals. The RAS is now on TripAdvisor and has already
crept up from No. 25 to No. 14. With your help we could be the No. 1 attraction in North Sydney!
If you have had a positive experience at the Royal and would like to encourage others to visit the
gallery or take a class, please go to: www.tripadvisor.com.au - location is North Sydney - "Things
to Do" and you will find our listing. Give us five stars and write a short review of your experiences.
This is free publicity and may generate more visitors to the gallery and more sales for our artists!
Vice President Susie Devenport FRAS

Drawing—The Essential Ingredient
by Rizwana Ahmad ARAS

Drawing and painting are inseparable. To learn to
paint we draw in pencil or charcoal. So that we can
master the most important element of colour, which is
tone. If the tone is correct, the colour is bound to be
correct. So let's master drawing!

RAS Raffle “Tangiers Market
Entrance” by David Beschi FRAS
This superb watercolour has been generously
donated by David Beschi FRAS
1 ticket
3 tickets
7 tickets

=
=
=

$5
$10
$20

The very lucky winner will be drawn at the opening
of our Annual Autumn Exhibition on Friday 9 March,
2018 at 7.30pm. Winner notified by telephone if
not in attendance

Australian Society of Marine
Artists Raffle “Working Port
Newcastle” 20”x16” oil on canvas
by John Perkins FRAS, FASMA
This will be raffled and the lucky winner’s name
will be drawn at the closing of the National
Exhibition at The Royal Art Society of NSW, on
Sunday 29 October 2017. The winner will be
notified by either phone or email.
Tickets are $2 each and can be purchased at
the Royal Art Society.

Forthcoming Art Prizes for 2017 – compiled by Stephen Caldis
Please note: Members should refer to previous Newsletters for any Art Prizes in 2017
that have been advertised in earlier editions.
Fishers Ghost Art Prize $31,000
Entries close: 6 September 2017
Contact c-a-comau/fishers ghost-art-award-2017

John Copes Watercolour Prize $4,200
Entries close: 6 September 2017
Contact b.d.a.s.@bigpond.com

Portia Geach
Entries Close: 8 September 2017
Contact: shega@national trust.com

Hornsby Art Prize $22,000
Entries close: 10 September 2017
Contact: www.hornsby.nsw.gov.au

Mosman Art Prize $58,000 Prizes
Entries close: 11 September 2017
Contact: www.mosmanartgallery.org.au

KAAF Prize $15,000
Entries close: 20 October 2017
Contact: www.kaaf.org.au

30 x 30 Art Prize $6,000
Entries close: 30 October 2017
Contact: Artpiecegallery.com.au

Mandoria Art Prize $37,000
Entries close: 12 March 2018
Contact: https://mandoriaart.com.

RAS Website Artists' Gallery As mentioned in previous newsletters, if you are an exhibiting
member and would like to be included in our online members' gallery, please email the following to
susiedevenport@gmail.com
1.
2.
3.

No more than 6 jpeg images of paintings with titles not larger than 200kb each;
a pdf with information about you, no more than 200 words (or type directly onto your email to
me and I will copy and paste, if it's easier). Include your own website address if applicable;
a photograph of yourself if you wish.

Refer to the existing pages on our Artists' Gallery if guidance is needed at www.royalart.com.au.
Let me know if you have a particularly favourite painting which you would like used as the
thumbnail image to enter your page.
_________________________

Sketch Clubs at the RAS
Please note there will be no Sunday Sketch Club on 6 August due to our major fundraiser
taking place. Will resume the first Sunday in September
Thursday evenings 6.30-8.30pm (nude)
Cost: $15 per session (cash only)
Friday mornings 10am-1pm (nude)
Cost: $20 per session (cash only)
(First and last Fridays of the month are designated
for a long pose).

First Sunday of the month 11am-2pm
(painting a portrait from life)
Cost: $20 per session (cash only)
If you would like to sit for a portrait, volunteers
should contact Christine at the RAS on 99555752 or email lavender@royalart.com.au
Last Sunday of the month 11am-2pm (nude)
Cost: $20 per session (cash only)

For all sessions please note easels and boards are available, BYO material, no need to book.
Everyone welcome in a relaxed and creative atmosphere.
Off street parking at the rear of the RAS is available whilst attending the sketch club. Turn right into
Middlemiss Street and right into Walker Lane.

RAS 2017 Program of Events
September
Tuesday 12

Fellows morning tea 11am and Meeting 11.30am

October
Sunday 1
Monday 2
Monday 9
Friday 13
Friday 20
Sunday 29
Monday 30

Finish Annual Spring Exhibition
Labour Day – Gallery closed
Send in ASMA (Marine Exhibition)
Opening ASMA (Marine Exhibition)
Council Meeting 4pm
Finish ASMA Marine Exhibition
Send in Art School Exhibition (10am-3pm)

November
Friday 3
Friday 17

Opening Art School Student Exhibition (6-8pm)
Council Meeting 4pm

Sunday 26
Monday 27

Close Art School Student Exhibition
Send in Christmas Exhibition (10am-3pm)

December
Friday 1
Wednesday 13
Sunday 17
Friday 22

Opening Christmas Exhibition (6-8pm)
Council Meeting 4pm
4th term ends
Gallery closes until next year

.....................................
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President: John Perkins FRAS
Art School Director: Greg Hansell FRAS
Secretary: Christine Feher Ph: 9955 5752 email: lavender@royalart.com.au
eNewsletter Editor: Sue Woodland Ph: 9874 3243 email: suenewsletter@gmail.com
Next Deadline: 30 September 2017

