The Liturgy & Love

Dn. Let us love one another
 We know that in the ancient Church that a kiss of peace

was exchanged by the entire gathering (Fr. Schmemann,
The Eucharist, p. 133).
“‘Let us love one another!’ is a call to a certain condition,
while in its ancient forms it summoned the gathering to a
specific act: ‘great one another.’” (The Eucharist, p. 134).
“Christ is in our midst…He is and always shall be”

“A new commandment I give to you, that you be
loving one another; even as I loved you, that you
also be loving one another. [Jn. 13:34]

How can we fulfill this commandment – to love even one’s enemies?

“Christianity is not only the commandment to love but also the revelation
and gift of love. (The Eucharist, p. 136).”
 Only God is love and only God loves with the love that the gospel speaks
 Only in Jesus Christ is God Himself who is love – manifested and

granted to human-beings…man is called to love with divine love, which
has become the divine-human love, the love of Christ
 Only Christ makes it now possible for humans to love with the love of

God – which is perfect love
And the hope does not put to shame, for the love of God has been poured
out in our hearts through the Holy Spirit Who was given to us. [Rom.
5:5]

This love is the only sign of the
Church
 Christ’s love is the essence of the holiness of the Church – it

comes from the Holy Spirit abiding in us
 Christ’s love is the essence of the unity of the Church
“…but

speaking the truth in love, we might grow up into Him in
all things Who is the head—the Christ, 16from Whom all the
body, being joined and knit together by what every juncture
supplies, according to the energy of every single part in
measure, makes for itself the increase of the body, to the
building up of itself in love. [Eph. 4:15,16]”
 Christ’s love is the essence of the apostolicity & Catholicity

of the Church – everywhere and always the same

The Assembly of the Church is above
all the sacrament of love
“…we are talking not of our personal, natural, human love,
through which we cannot in fact love someone who is a
‘stranger,’ who has not yet become ‘something’ or ‘someone’
for us, but of the love of Christ, the eternal wonder of
which consists precisely in that fact that it transforms the
stranger into a brother or sister…it is the very purpose of
the Church to overcome the horrible alienation that was
introduced into the world by the devil…and we forget that
we come to church for this love, which is always granted to
us in the gathering.” (The Echuarist, p. 139).”

Unity of Faith – the Creed


The Creed was originally part of the baptism service and was
introduced in the 6th C into the Eucharist.



The Creed manifests in the liturgy a link between a unity of faith
among the members and their assembling to celebrate the
Eucharist - originally a closed Assembly of only the Faithful

“Unite all of us to one another who become partakers of the one
Bread and Cup in the communion of the Holy Spirit” (St. Basil’s
Litrgy)

The Cherubic Hymn
“Know that we, as many of us as partake of the Body,
as many as taste of that blood, we partake of …that
which is enthroned on high, which is adored by
angels…of that we taste…set your minds in the things
above, where Christ is, enthroned at the right hand of
God’. (Col 3:2), (Chrysostom).”
“We who mystically represent the Cherubim sing the
thrice-holy hymn to the life-giving Trinity. Let us lay
aside all cares of life that we may receive the King of
all…”

The Cherubic Hymn
“The Offering of the gifts is understood here as a
triumphant royal entrance, as manifestation of the
glory and power of the Kingdom…By offering himself
as a sacrifice, Christ established His reign…” (The
Eucharist, p. 120)

The Offering Connects LOVE & Eucharist – what
the members of the Church do in the life of the
community is linked to what they do in the
Liturgy
The people participate by preparing and bringing the Offering Bread – this
represents their own gift and sacrifice of love (their ministry of
service) for the ‘stranger’ who is now a brother or sister in Christ
7Let each give even as he purposes in his heart, not out of sorrow or out of
necessity; for God loves a cheerful giver. 8And God is able to make all grace
abound toward you, that you, always having all self-sufficiency in everything,
may abound to every good work, 9even as it has been written: “He dispersed, he
gave to the poor; his righteousness abides forever.” [2 Cor. 9:7-9]
1.

2. The deacons (had the ministry of love) originally had the
ministry of “dispersing” to those in need. Originally in the Great
Entrance the deacons would carry them to the presider (Priest or
Bishop) who Offers them by placing them on the altar.

The Priest – no one is worthy…
The priest says a prayer for himself while the entrance with
the gifts if being performed. It is addressed to Christ and he
confesses his unworthiness to stand in the place of Christ.
The priest prays for help and to be clothed once again with to
be vested with the grace of the priesthood by the power of the
Holy Spirit.
The purpose of the prayer is “the identification of the
priesthood of the Church with the priesthood of Christ,
the one Priest…Who through His own offering of
Himself sanctified the church and granted her
participation in His priesthood and in His sacrifice: “For
You, Christ our God, are the Offerer and the Offerred,
the One who receives and is distributed….”

The Proskomide (Table of Sacrifice)
The service identifies the Bread (Incarnation) and Wine (death &
Resurrection) as the sacrifice of Christ which encompasses all our
sacrifices, our offering of our very selves to God (The Eucharist, p.
110)

The Offering is brought from the Assembly and placed on the Altar
Table which expresses the offering of the Church herself in Christ
and to Christ
The Priest or Bishop takes the Offering: “is now manifested as being
offered by Christ and being taken up by Him into the Heavenly
sanctuary…the raising up of our life to the Kingdom of God. (The
Eucharist, p. 121)

