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Each morning we must hold out the chalice of our being
to receive, to carry, and give back.
~ Dag Hammarskjöld
Every once in a while I am stopped on the street locally these days by someone who does not
come to church here, but has heard about something we are doing at the First Church. Usually it is a quick question or a comment. In the last few months, most of the comments have
been about the "Ask a Muslim Anything" program we hosted in January and our work with
Lifebridge and Family Promise. We are increasingly known as one of the many groups in town
that "does stuff" locally and most people seem to like it.
For me, these quick conversations comprise one of the more interesting metrics that assess
how we are doing as a free-thinking, religious community. This church has had a community
presence from our founding four centuries ago, (when most of the town were members!).
We have never believed that our spiritual lives happen only within the walls of our Meetinghouse. This is a place to get "charged up" for the week. This is a community that supports
and inspires one another in finding ways to make a difference. To use Dag Hammarskjöld famous line above: this is a place to "receive, to carry, and give back." I would add that this also
a place to support each other and simply enjoy one another's company along the journey.
There is a line I quite often use during the service to announce the Offering: "the morning offering for the ongoing life, work and collective ministry of this church will now be given and
received." My wording here is quite intentional and reflects this community effort. I am privileged to be the Minister of this congregation, but the ministry here is shared, by all of us, in
many different ways. Anyone who has attended a board meeting understands this first hand!
So when I get stopped on the street these days, I try to be open to the brief conversation. It
allows me to hear feedback, get new ideas and occasionally have the opportunity to beam
with pride. There is a growing number of people in our midst finding ways to cultivate soul in
their own lives and make a difference in our community. That is worthy of our applause and
support.
There is much happening here this month between story slams, lectures, dinner teams, great
services, and yard sales. We then have our Annual Meeting on May 1.
See you in - and around - church.
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April Schedule of Events

Around the Parish

Fri, April 1
7pm First Church Story Slam

We are very sorry to report that just before the printing of
this newsletter, long time church member and Deacon, Peter Copelas, Jr. passed away. Peter had been in poor
health over the last year and had begun dialysis last fall.
Information on his memorial service will be forthcoming.
Our thoughts and prayers are with his wife, Krista, and his
four children: Peter, Linda, Heather and Chris.

Sun, April 3
10:30am Service
1pm First Sunday Big Ideas: Women’s History Month
Sat, April 9
9:30am-12:30pm Garden Clean Up
Sun, April 10
9am Choir Rehearsal
10:30am Choir Service
Tue, April 12
12pm Lunch with the Pastor
Wednesday, April 13
7:15pm Standing Committee Mtg
Sun, April 17
10:30am Service
11:45am New Member Orientation
1pm Islam & America program with MAjid
4:45pm Lifebridge Dinner Team
Wed, April 20
4pm Salem Pantry Bagging
Sat, April 23
8am Yard Sale
9am Salem Pantry Distribution
4:45pm Lifebridge Dinner
Sun, April 24
9am Choir Rehearsal
10:30am Choir Service
11:45am New Member Orientation
Walk-For-HAWC
Sun, May 1: Annual Meeting

Minister’s Office Hours
Mondays
Day Off
Thursdays
Sermon Writing Day
Tues, Wed, Fri
Office Hours: 9-2 or by appointment
Sundays
9-2, and by appointment

Paul Madore spent some time in the hospital during the
month of March after having some intestinal problems and
an infection. We are glad he is out of the hospital and now
on the mend.
In Paul's absence, Don Glover graciously stepped in - and
up - as our music leader and choral director pro tempore.
Don worked for many years as a music director at a few
large churches in Texas and currently works as an organ
builder and tuner here in the Boston area.
We continued the tradition of holding our annual Maundy
Thursday Service during Holy Week. This year members of
First Parish in Beverly joined us for the service including
their minister, the Rev. Kelly Asprooth Jackson, and several
members of the former First Universalist Society in Salem.
This continues to be one of the more moving services of
the year.
While on the topic of Maundy Thursday, our choir did an
excellent job that night singing everything from excerpts
from a Mozart requiem to American folk tunes. Special
thanks to Stacia Woodcock who, for a second year in a
row, sang the well-known spiritual "Were you there," a
capella, at the conclusion of the service. Chills ensued.
Richard Biondo is home and on the mend after suffering a
lung collapse and surgery. He's heading to Mytle Beach for
a week to visit his son and grand kids.
The First Church opened our doors last month to a group of
Buddhist monks and their supporters currently on a "Walk
for Peace." The monks from the New England Peace Pagoda (who are part of the The Nipponzan-Myōhōji order)
live in a community in Leverett, MA (15 miles north of Amherst). Each year for the last ten years, they have embarked upon a walk from their home in Western Massachusetts to Washington, DC to raise awareness about the need
for peace in this world. Several church members on hand
to welcome the monks and their friends for a potluck dinner and as overnight guests. For more information about
the Peace Pagoda and their annual walk, go to: http://
newenglandpeacepagoda.org/
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WALK for HAWC
Come join our First Parish of Beverly and
First Church in Salem UUs4HAWC team (formerly team UUWannaWalk). Let's make it our best year yet!
The mission for HAWC (Healing Abuse Working for Change) is to create social change by taking action against personal
and societal patterns of violence and oppression. HAWC provides services and support to victims of domestic violence
residing in 23 cities and towns on Massachusetts' North Shore in order that they may make informed, independent
decisions about their futures. (www.hawcdv.org).
If you wish to join our team, you can add yourself automatically by going to http://hawcdv.donorpages.com/
Walk2016/UUs4HAWC/ and click on the Join This Team link to create your own donor page. (Or you can contact Chris
Weis, tizweis@gmail.com/617-407-6767. She will be glad to add you name to the team description.) Then contact
your friends, relatives and coworkers and ask them to sponsor you! We'll be meeting at Salem Common at 11:30 the
walk that starts at noon. If you have a UU t-shirt, please wear it.
If you wish to sponsor the team, please give your donation to a team member or visit http://hawcdv.donorpages.com/
Walk2016/UUs4HAWC/ and click on the Donate link.
Please do consider joining us to help stop abuse in its many forms.
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From Religious Education
Wow! I usually begin my articles with a short report on what we did the previous month. Last month Religious Education hosted 5 separate events! I will do a quick run through of our busy and fun month and hope I do justice to all of
our students and volunteers who helped make these events a success!
Our Mad Hatter Winter Family Fun Night was a blast! We played games, ate pizza, and made some fun crafts. Thanks to
all the families who participated and special thanks to Valentina Burbank, Bob Soucy, Bob Allen, and Raylene Deering.
Youth Sunday really showed the congregation what fabulous, caring and talented student we have here at First Church!
Thank you students for working hard to present such a lovely service! Thanks to Valentina and Max and all the parents
for supporting these great kids!
All Day OWL took place on Saturday, March 19th. Thanks to our 7th through 9th grade students for spending to the
entire day at church. A very big thanks to Claire Donalson and Mike Fritz and the five OWL facilitators from the Unitarian Universalist Church of Greater Lynn for their commitment to our OWL program.
Egg Dying was fun and this year extra creative! Thanks to Bob and Valentine form setting it up and Christiana plum for
adding some new techniques.
Easter was a great success! Thanks to the very many folks who donated eggs. Thanks to our Middle School and Teens
for stepping into the role of “Easter Bunny”!
On April 3, 10, and 17th we are lucky enough to be having Lloyd Woodcock lead our Eighth Grade and High School students in a three week long theater exploration called “Theatre of the Oppressed “. Lloyd is the Director of Education
for the Wheelock Family Theatre. Here is Lloyd’s description of the course:
Using current events as a springboard, students will learn how to devise pieces that engage audiences in conversation
about themes of social justice. Borrowing techniques from Image Theatre, Theatre of the Oppressed, Newspaper Theatre and other types of applied drama, students will create fresh, innovative pieces about issues that their communities
face each day.
Let me know if your student is interested in being part of this unique opportunity.
On April 29 to 30th our High School Youth will host the youth group from The Unitarian Universalist Church of Worcester on an overnight visit here to First Church in Salem. The Worcester group is looking forward to getting to know our
youth and seeing the sights here in Salem. We have a Ghost Tour of Salem planned for Friday night. We would love to
hear from any members who have access to discounts for places of interest or other helpful ideas to make this stay in
Salem extra memorable for our guests! We also are looking for some folks in our young adult church community interested in being part of our youth program. These kids are an amazing group!
Happy Easter!
Deb DiGiulio
Director of Religious Education
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From Stewardship
Spring is ramping up.
Thank you to all who attended the annual Pledge Drive kick-off luncheon on Sunday, March 13. We had over 50 people
in attendance and have already received 17 pledge cards for Fiscal Year 2017 (FY2017). Special thanks to Jamie Tanch,
Stacia Woodcock, Katherine Palmer, and Ben Waxman for speaking so eloquently about what First Church means to
them. If you haven’t pledged for FY2017 yet, look for pledge request letters to be coming to you in the next couple of
weeks.
The next big event for the Stewardship Committee is our Time and Talent raffle. We are asking for church members to
donate an hour of your time to give to another member to be raffled off. Some donations we have already received
include cooking lessons, Microsoft Office lessons, and McIntyre Historic District tours. What can you offer? Please contact Tommy, Marlene, or Alicia to see how you can help. The raffle will be held during the month of April, and winners
will be announced at the Annual Meeting on May 1.
Also, we will start soliciting baskets for the FY2017 pledge gift basket raffle. Past baskets have included gift certificates
to local restaurants, wine collections, and artwork by local First Church artists. Please contact a committee member if
you would like to offer a basket. Anyone returning a pledge card for FY2017 before the annual church picnic will automatically be entered into the raffle.
Thank you for your continued support of the members and programs of First Church through your time, talent, and
financial gifts.
Sincerely,
Marlene Warner, co-chair, Tommy Leon, co-chair, Alicia Diozzi, Peter Eschauzier, Bill Henning, Russell Lane & Lloyd
Woodcock

From the Treasurer: All Things Budget!
The following are the next steps being taken to prepare the church’s budget for FY17 (July 1, 2016 to June 30, 2017):
Wednesday, March 30th: The Standing and Finance Committees will hold a joint meeting to hear budget presentations from the departments and committees of the church.
1st Week of April: The Finance Committee will meet to review a draft budget developed by the Treasurer from all inputs received from the departments and committees of the church.
Wednesday, April 13th: The Treasurer will present a draft copy of the budget to the Standing Committee.
Sunday, April 17th at 9:30 am in the Cleveland Room: The Treasurer will host a Q&A session for all members in the
congregation who are interested in learning more about the finances of the church and the budget for the upcoming
year.
1st Week of May: The Finance Committee will meet to review an updated draft of the budget based on any additional
inputs received from the Standing Committee and the congregation.
Please watch the May Herald for a high-level copy of the FY17 draft budget.
If you have any questions about the finances of the church or the budget process, please feel free to contact me at 978
-500-8527 (cell) or treasurer@firstchurchinsalem.com.
Bill Henning, Treasurer
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A View from the Garden
Spring has crept up on us this year, possibly because the winter was so mild. With an early Easter, suddenly it’s time
for new container plantings, cleanup, mulching …the list is long, and so is this article!
Struggling to accomplish big goals with small budgets is the norm for church committees. We are always looking for
ways to make ourselves more sustainable financially and environmentally in the church garden. One of the efforts we
have enjoyed the most is foraging for plant materials to use in each of the ten (!) containers at our entrances. Aside
from the pleasure of tromping through the woods and friends’ gardens together there is a deep sense of satisfaction in
creating a beautiful and welcoming face for our building. Recently we calculated that the retail price of what we gathered for our Easter/Spring displays, and we realized that the foraged willow, forsythia, and pussy willows would have
cost about $210. The Christmas greens could have easily cost more than twice that amount. It was an eye-opening
exercise, and it will spur us on to continue our new tradition of gathering. Our containers require either freshening or
complete changes about five or six times per year, and clearly scavenging and repurposing are good ways to make that
possible.
We have long wanted to create a dedicated play area somewhere on our grounds. We watched where children naturally gather in our churchyard and realized that they love to tuck themselves in away from adult eyes. We’d been discussing how to create a safe hideaway, possibly a living willow structure, but we assumed it would never fit into our
budget. Angels appeared (as they sometimes do) in the guise of the Tyler-Lewis family. Their daughter Clementine
was moving on from Henny Penny, and while her mom Kelly was helping to transplant some “passalong” iris from her
garden, she offered to provide funds for the willows as a memorial to Clementine’s beloved Welsh grandfather. We
will be heading up to northern Vermont soon to pick up the willow rods, and we plan to plant and weave them into a
dome with a tunnel entrance on April 16th. We will need a few able adult hands to assist with this project, needless to
say. We will soon have our own “Stickworks” providing a play and learning space for many years to come.
After a winter hiatus, we are reviving the Garden Committee offer of an alternative to cut floral arrangements as altar
flowers. We will purchase and arrange perennials as striking Sunday displays for the same $45 the florist charges for
cut flowers. The arrangement will grace the main lobby table during the following week and eventually the plants find
themselves at home in the garden beds to live on and give joy for years. If you’d like to do this, please contact any of
the three Garden co-chairs.
This spring and summer we will tackle quite a large project involving the removal of the four overgrown yew trees at
the brick sidewalks at the front of the church. We hope to use a combination of volunteer labor and professional services. Removing the yews and replacing them with lower and more appropriate plantings will accomplish three things:
It will provide a more historically accurate setting for our grand old building.
It will create a welcoming and less confusing approach to the office.
It will allow for additional display beds while enhancing sightlines and softening edges.
And finally, it is time to give some care to the mature trees and shrubs that have suffered from lack of attention for
some time. For safety concerns (the Linden has been losing limbs) plant health, and aesthetics, it is time to devote
some funds for pruning, which we will need to do over more than one budget year.
Please save these very important dates, because we cannot do all of this without lots of help:
April 2
Spring cleanup and mulching of the garden beds. Bring rakes, paper refuse bags,
pruners, and shovels. All ages welcome (although babysitting will NOT be provided)
April 9
Rain date for spring cleanup as described above
April 16
Willow Dome building day! Adults only, please.
Respectfully submitted by your Garden Committee co-chairs,
Mary Collari, Jan Eschauzier, and Lynn Taggart

Page 7

The Herald, March 2016

Capital Campaign Plaque Update
Thank you once again to all of you who contributed generously to the First Church Capital Campaign. As you know, we exceeded
our fundraising goal, and today we enjoy a building that embodies ideals we all hold dear. Among other things, these include universal access, a smaller carbon footprint and additional religious education space for our growing congregation. It’s almost hard to
imagine what this building was like just 5 short years ago.
We are wrapping up the details of the campaign by finalizing a recognition plaque that will include donors to the recent campaign
as well as a campaign that happened in 2003. Below are the names that will be listed for each campaign. If you believe you should
be on the list, please check to make sure that you are, and THANK YOU for your gift. When you find your name, please check for
spelling and format as what you see is how your name will appear on the plaque. Please get any changes or additions to Nicole
McLaughlin by the end of December. Nicole can be reached at
nmclaughlin@plummerhome.org or 978-744-0644.
Bob Allen and Bob Soucy
Evelynne and Doug Amos
Nina and Blake Anderson
Julie and Chris Anderson
Jean and Richard Arlander
Mary Ballou
Jennifer and Jeffrey Barz-Snell
Jeffrey Beale
Maria and Michael Buckley
Valentina and Max Burbank
Abigail Burns
John Casey and Bruce Goddard
Peter Copelas, Jr.
Peter Andrew Copelas
Deacons of the First Church
Claire M. Donaldson
William H.K. Donaldson
Bob Allen and Bob Soucy
Nina and Blake Anderson
Jean Arlander
Mary Ballou
Jennifer and Jeffrey Barz-Snell
Rick Belejack and Alan Towne
Ellen and George Brandenburg
Roka Brandt Family
Meredith Browne
Maria Buckley
Valentina and Max Burbank
Abigail Burns
Craig Collemer and Gary LaParl
Peter Andrew Copelas
Peter Copelas, Jr.
Cynthia and Duncan Cox
Deacons of the First Church
Deb DiGuilio
Alicia Diozzi and Michael Mascolo
Hannah Diozzi
Claire M. Donaldson
Jan and Peter Eschauzier
Donna and Michael Fritz
Lynn Frothingham
Gloria and Misha Gerson

2003

First Church Alliance
First Church Deacons
Lynn Frothingham
Sherri Goodhue
Denise Granniss
Stephen Grasberger and Kate van Dyke
Nan Greer
Hope and Mac Griffin
Joan and Richard Hannah
Christiane Hansen Mitev
Clara and Warren Hartwell
Hedstrom Family
Kara McLaughlin and John Keenan
Suzanne and Eric Kenney
Paul Madore
Barbara Maitland
Ann Marvin

2013

McLaughlin Waxman Family
Elaine and Bob Miller
Patricia and Charles Newhall
Betty Nichols
Ann Northey
Caroline and Rick Nye
Palmer Family
Phyllis Ballou
Heather and Chris Ryan
Salem Garden Club
Elizabeth and Eric Schultz
Helen Sides
Priscilla and Marlin Sload
James E. Tanch
James Treadwell
Meg Twohey
Loretta and Randal Weiting

Don Glover and Tommy Leon
Albert Goodhue
Denise and Christopher Granniss
Deborah Greel and John Wathne
Joan and Richard Hannah
Hedstrom Family
William Henning and Thomas MacDonald
Natalie and Jesse Jaeger
Pamela Jendrysik
Suzanne and Eric Kenney
Denise Kent and Michael Gibson
Netrista Khatam
Susan Kirby
Mary Krigbaum
Russell Lane
Richard L'heureux
Susan and Charles Linder Bean
Robert T. Lutts, Cabot Wealth Management, Inc.
Paul Madore
Barbara Maitland
Brenda and Frank Marean
Ann Marvin
Sarah and Paul Massari
McLaughlin Waxman Family
Kara McLaughlin and John Keenan

John B. Newhall
Patricia and Charles Newhall
Betty Nichols
Caroline and Rick Nye
James Ognibene
Palmer Family
Liv and David Radue
Jacquelyn Rae
Salas Family
Stephen Sawtell
Schild Family
Elizabeth Schultz
Minerva Shreve
Helen Sides
Henry Stenberg
Stephen Phillips Trust
Lynn Taggart
James E. Tanch
Nancy TenBroeck
James Treadwell
Truong Family
Leslie and Paul Tuttle
Margaret Twohey
Robert W. Walker
Marlene Warner and Jonathan Streff
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Henny Penny
Spring has sprung and the students at Henny Penny have been peeking at the numerous bulbs emerging in
the First Church garden beds. This month we will be reading Miss Rumphius by Barbara Cooney. Alice
Rumphius wanted to do three things when she grew up: travel the world; live by the sea; and make the world
more beautiful. She does accomplish these three goals as an adult. Miss Rumphius became known as the
Lupine Lady because she scattered lupine seeds as she walked around her town and countryside. This is how
she made the world more beautiful. The children will explore seed starter pellets, soak them and start lupine
seeds indoors. We are hoping the seedlings will thrive and be able to present a young lupine plant to their
parent(s) in May. We'll be crossing our fingers!!!!
The Second Annual Henny Penny Art show will take place in the Cleveland and Barnard Rooms on Thursday
April 28th at 6:30pm. Feel free to join the Henny Penny families as they walk among preschool masterpieces! The pieces chosen range from collage penguins with dictated stories, snowpeople portraits, sugarstring baskets & eggs, Kandinsky-inspired concentric circles, clay sculptures and more!
Enrollments for September 2016 are being accepted. We have limited 2-day and 3-day schedules available. We are hoping to increase the capacity of our program and currently await a decision from the Department of Early Education and Care. If approved, our daily capacity for Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursdays
would change from 20 to a maximum of 26.
Thank you to everyone for your concerns and assistance during the Family Promise week in March. We filled
our week with local walking filed trips to the Salem Public Library's Children's Room and the Salem Y's recently renovated Play Space. It was refreshing to have a change of scenery after a long winter in our three
rooms! At the Y we ran, played, made new friends, and explored their castle. The Childrens' Room librarian
read the story P. Zonka Lays an Egg, played a "Mouse in the House" game, and sang and danced with us to
children's classics such as Heads, Shoulders, Knees and Toes! We look forward to visiting again in May.
Tricia Pini, Barbara Hermann, Stacey Dupuis

Family Promise
First Church hosted Family Promise the week of March 20-27. This was a wonderful way to celebrate the
spirit of the Easter Season. Donations provided a sweet little Easter basket to each child guest. One family
even joined us for our Annual Easter Egg Hunt!
We have so many people to thank for a successful hosting of Family Promise. With over 30 volunteers providing meals, sitting with our guests at dinner, and sleeping overnight in our lovely building, not to mention a lot
of behind-the-scenes work, we don’t want to take up too much space in naming everyone.
During the host week, and even before in preparation, Henny Penny and Religious Education program have
been very gracious about us infringing on their space. Special thanks to Deb DiGiulio, Valentina Burbank, Tricia Pini, and the Henny Penny staff for their support. And of course so much of the hard labor was provided
by our always smiling sexton, Billy McCarthy. Thank you all, so very much, for making this endeavor possible! Our next host week will be May 15-22, please see Jessica Kane if you're interested in contributing in any
way.
Sincerely, Jessica Kane, Hannah Diozzi, Lynn Taggart, Iana Plum and all the Family Promise crew
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Massachusetts Bay District Annual Meeting - April 23, 2016
Mass Bay District annual meeting, on Saturday, April
23, 2016 from 9 am until 1 pm at the First Parish in
Lexington. This could be a historic gathering, and possibly the last annual meeting of the MBD, if the gathered delegates vote to dissolve the district.

UU Advocacy Day!
Tuesday, April 12 at 9:30am
Join the annual UU MassAction gathering at the State House at Arlington Street Church, 351 Arlington St, Boston. The day will begin at
9:30 AM with registration and the program will begin at 10:00 AM
sharp! People will gather at the Arlington Street Church in Boston
for the program and then head to the State house .

UUA General Assembly June
June 22-26, Columbus, OH
The theme for GA 2016 will be Heart Land: Where Faiths Connect. The faith world is increasingly multifaith. People are crossing
borders of religion and spiritual practice to create wholeness in
their lives individually and collectively. The labels—Christian, Jew,
Muslim, Buddhist, Hindu, theist and non-theist—no longer define
who or what we love, or how spirit moves in our lives. General Assembly 2016 in Columbus Ohio will assemble leaders and communities of many faiths to worship together, learn from one another, and create a new vision of faith that no
longer divides us, but connects us to an interdependent future that works for all.

UUA Common Read for 2015-16
We will ultimately not be judged by our technology, we won’t be judged by our design, we
won’t be judged by our intellect and reason. Ultimately, you judge the character of a society .
. . by how they treat the poor, the condemned, the incarcerated. – Bryan Stevenson
Just Mercy: A Story of Justice and Redemption by Bryan Stevenson (2014, Spiegel & Grau, an
imprint of Random House) is this year's selection. Stevenson, founder of the Equal Justice
Initiative, has dedicated his legal career to defending those who are trapped by an often capricious, political, and willfully unjust criminal justice system - poor people, people of color,
children, and others over whom the system has run roughshod. It speaks to justice, mercy, and compassion,
themes of concern to us as Unitarian Universalists and as human beings. It follows on recent Common Reads,
such as The New Jim Crow and Reclaiming Prophetic Witness, and responds to recent statements passed by
the delegates to the UUA General Assembly.
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Events and Goings on At and Around First Church
Exhibit: Women’s History
Sunday, April 3, 2016 at 1:00 p.m.
First Church’s history is long and complicated, from its
origins in 1629 as a Puritan church that excommunicated two of its members in 1692, through congregants
forming new churches (North, East, Barton Square, and
Second Churches) and then returning, through a theological shift to Unitarianism, and to last year’s addition
of “Universalist” to our name. Drawing on First Church
archival material and works of art, this exhibit introduces you to dozens of UU women ministers and
church members in Salem and beyond who put their
faith in action every day, including Rebecca Nurse,
Caroline Emmerton, Caroline Plummer, the Peabody
sisters, and Judith Sargent Murray. Light refreshments
will be served. Free.

Salem Peace Committee
Monthly Free Film
Tuesday, April 5 at 7pm
Salem SATV, 285 Derby Street
THE GATEKEEPERS tells the story of the Israeli Internal Security Service, Shin Bet, from the perspective of six of its former heads.
FREE FILM SERIES ON FIRST TUESDAY OF MONTH
SPONSORED BY SALEM PEACE COMMITTEE
NORTH SHORE COALITION FOR PEACE & JUSTICE
WOMEN’S INTERNATIONAL LEAGUE FOR PEACE & FREEDOM
MARBLEHEAD PEACE COMMITTEE
FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL (978) 740-9917

Islam and America Program featuring Dr. Majed Ashy
Sunday, April 17 at 1:00 pm & Tuesday, May 17 at 7pm
There are millions of moderate minded Muslims here in the United States and hundreds of millions around the
world. Come hear some of their voices and perspectives.
2 upcoming programs featuring Dr. Majed Ashy, Adjuct Professor of Psychology at Merrimack College, researcher, and
native of Saudi Arabia.
Sun, April 17, 1:00 pm
"Brain, Religion, and Terrorism:
A consideration of Factors that lead to Religious Extremism"

Tues, May 17 at 7 pm
"The Life of Mohammed,
as told by someone who grew up near Mecca"

Majed Ashy earned his B.A., M.A., and Ph.D. in psychology from Boston University and did his postdoctoral training in
Psychiatric research at McLean Hospital/Harvard Medical School. He is currently teaching at Merrimack College and
conducting research with colleagues at Merrimack College, Boston University, and McLean Hospital. He taught also at
Boston University, North Eastern University, UMass/Boston and other colleges. His research interests are in the areas
of childhood abuse and the brain, psychoneuroimmunology, cross-cultural psychology, and political psychology. He
researched psychological and biological factors contributing to cross cultural attitudes towards war, peace, apology,
forgiveness, terrorism, extremism, human rights, and others. He has several professional book and journal publications
and professional memberships and presentations. He is frequently invited to meetings of the Council on Foreign Relations.
The Islam and America Speaker Series is a Bentley Lecture Program sponsored by the First Church in Salem, UU. There
are millions of moderate Muslims living here in the United States, many of them are American citizens. There are hundreds of millions moderate Muslims around the world. Their perspective is important and often is not included or featured in commercial media coverage.
The First Church plans to offer this speaker series right up to the November Presidential Election this year. For more
information, go to www.firstchurchinsalem.org.
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Get Involved/Thank You!!!
Lifebridge Dinner Team
Next Dinners: Sun, April 17 and Sat, April 23 at 4:45pm
First Church has expanded our involvement at Lifebridge to a second meal each month. To help distribute the
coordination workload, Alan Hanscom (alanh1954@hotmail.com) is the new Saturday meal coordinator will
continue coordinating the Saturday meal while Amanda Roeder (roedermusic@gmail.com) handles the Sunday meal.
If you would like to help shop, prepare or serve dinner please sign up in the Barnard Room after one of the
services, or online through the “Lifebridge” link on the First Church website’s homepage or contact Alan or
Amanda.
Thank you to our Lifebridge Volunteers in March:
The Truongs, Marissa Euell & family, Alan Hanscom, The Massaris, Mary Valle, Stacia and Lloyd Woodcock
Mike Giaque, Richard L'Heureux, David and Liv Radue, Gabe Roses, Jordan Balbresky, Holly Chase,
Mike Giauque, Richard Hannah, Alan Hanscom, Mary Krigbaum, Amanda Roeder, and Victor Young

Fellowship Committee
March was a fun eating month at First Church, with Downton Abbey Sunday, St. Patrick's day lunch, and
Easter Sunday! With three Sundays where the community came together to nourish each other and share a
love for food, that left only one Sunday with fellowship hosts. Thank you to everyone who pitched in to
make March such a yummy place to be and thank you to Christiane Hansen-Mitev and Peter and Jan Eschauzier for hosting.
Save the date for future Community Fellowships:
 May 8-Mother's Day Fellowship
 June 5-Church Picnic
 June 19-Father's day
Keep Feeding Your Soul!
Donna Fritz, Chris Finn, Jan Eschauzier, Bob Allen, Jennifer Barz-Snell, Stephanie Diozzi, Christiane HansenMitev

Easter Decoration Thank You’s
Thank you to all who have donated the flowers that decorate the Meeting House this morning. We would like
to thank the following people for decorating the Meetinghouse:
Sandra & Rich Biondo, Christiane Hansen-Mitev, Sandy Riggs, Chris Finn,
Alan Hanscom and Billy McCarthy.
We would also like to thank the following members for putting together our front steps planters: Mary Collari, Jan Eschauzier and Lynn Taggart.
And thank you to those who donated to Easter Flowers and the Planters this spring season:
Mimi Ballou, Jean Arlander, Christiane Hansen-Mitev, Jamie Tanch, Priscilla Sload, The Fortin Family, Steve
and Katherine Palmer, Lynn Taggart & Russell Lane, Jan & Peter Eschauzier, Sandy Riggs, Jeanne Petta, Linda
Stark, Rebecca Dunn deVries, Barbara Maitland, Joan & Richard Hannah, Liv & David Radue, Claire
Donaldson, and Deborah Greel & John Wathne.
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First Church Garden Cleanup
and Mulching Extravaganza
SATURDAY, APRIL 9th, 9:30 –
12:30 (depending on the number of volunteers)
Spring is hectic for everyone, but please
come help us usher in April with a community work day to clean up the churchyard and mulch the garden beds. With
your help we can make short work of a big
job; then we will be ready for the other
remarkable projects we have planned for
the garden this year. If your Saturday is
jammed, come for even just an hour. We
promise it will make a difference!
Bring your garden gloves, rakes, brooms,
and pruners. If you have a couple of paper garden refuse bags, we’d appreciate
the donation. With enough hands we
should be able to finish up quickly.
Young people who are old enough to help

Annual First Church
Yard Sale!

Time and Talent Raffle
2016

Saturday, April 23
The First Church’s Annual Yard Sale
will be held on Saturday, April 23
from 8am to 2pm. A sign up sheet
for volunteers will be available in
the Barnard Room. Items can be
stored, for the moment, on the
right side of the stage (near steps
leading off corridor) or in the coat
room leading into Willson Hall. For
further information please call or
email Peter Eschauzier at
pgeschauzier@me.com / (H) 978594-1439 / (M) 239-290-0591.

Consider donating one hour (ish) of
your time to the Stewardship Committee's Time and Talent Raffle.
Instead of raffling off items, we are
raffling off our talents, hidden or
otherwise. You donate an hour of
your time to our raffle, and the
church community gets to be
amazed at all of the wondrous gifts
that we have and can share. For
example, you can offer an hour of
babysitting, dog walking, editing,
tutoring, consultation, cooking, or
anything you can think of. In addition to helping our church financially, this is a great way to connect
and get to know each other better.

