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“There is a saying in
Tibetan,
'Tragedy should be
utilized as a source
of strength.'
No matter what sort
of difficulties, how
painful experience is,
if we lose our hope,
that's our real disaster.”
― Dalai Lama XIV

After the final no there comes a yes
And on that yes the future world depends.
- Wallace Stevens
Recently, I was reading a sad account about a family being evicted. The writer and journalist
Ta-Nehisi Coates describes the scene in his very popular personal memoir and commentary
about American Society, “Between the World and Me.” In the account, Coates describes visiting a neighborhood in Chicago several years ago when a sheriff’s department was called in to
evict forcefully an African American family who had fallen behind on their house payments
after the husband lost his job. It turns out that the wife was caught completely by surprise by
the sheriffs banging on the door. Her husband had never told her of the summons papers he
had received warning the family of the impending eviction. Coates describes the husband
running around and screaming at the moving company workers as they proceeded with the
difficult job of carrying the family’s furniture and possessions out onto the sidewalk as the
family stood by and helplessly watched. We forget how many families had a similar experience in 2008 and 2009 when the real estate market and economy crashed all at once.
It is hard for me to imagine the feelings of duress and sheer panic that these parents must
have felt in such a situation. Maybe they could have been more proactive and dealt with their
situation earlier; maybe not. Even so, the loss of home and hope must be devastating. In
such a circumstance it is hard not to despair.
For me, the Easter story deals with this sort of despair. The account of Jesus’ death can be
glossed over with bunny stories and egg decorating, but at its heart it is a tale about a people
facing utter despair only to find themselves transformed by an unanticipated and unimaginable hope. I do not pretend to understand what did or did not occur on Easter, but what I do
know is that a traumatized and beleaguered community all of the sudden had their outlook
transformed and their prospects enlivened in ways they could not have possibly imagined.
And the direction the whole world took was transformed as well.
One of the great invitations we can take from the Easter season is to be bearers of hope in
this life. This month we welcome back Family Promise of the North Shore, a non-profit organization that works with churches and synagogues and helps them “take turns” one week at
a time hosting three to four homeless families. The First Church became a host congregation
for Family Promise at the end of December. Starting on March 20, we will once again transform several of our upstairs classrooms into bedrooms so that a few homeless parents and
their kids have a place to stay for a week. Where once there was stress and despair, there is
now some hope and possibility for a different and better future.
Some churches observe Holy Week with lots of services and rituals and prayers. We are going
to observe it this year by providing a little hospitality and hope; by being one of the places
where people hear “yes” after experiencing “no,” to use the poet Wallace Stevens’ phrase.
For more information about Family Promise and how you can help out, see inside. I wish you
a joyous early Easter season and many blessings as the wheel of the year turns towards
spring. See you in church,
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March Schedule of Events
Fri, March 4
6pm Family Fun Night
Sun, March 6
9:30am Budget Meeting
10:30am Service
11:45am Downton Abbey Fellowship Hour
4pm OWL
Tue, March 8
12pm Lunch with the Pastor
7pm Social Justice Meeting
Friday, March 11
8pm Salem Classical Concert
Saturday, March 12
10am Choir Rehearsal
Sun, March 13
10:30am Youth Sunday
12pm Stewardship Luncheon
Tue, March 15
7pm Family Promise Training
Wednesday, March 16
7:15pm Standing Committee Mtg
Thu, March 17
6pm Buddhist Monk Dinner & Potluck
Sat, March 19
OWL All Day
Sun, March 20
8am Family Promise beds delivered for the week
9am Choir Rehearsal
10:30am Palm Sunday Service
11:45am Easter Egg Decorating
4:45pm Lifebridge Dinner Team
6pm Family Promise Dinner Begins
7pm Youth Group
Budget Requests Due
Wed, March 23
4pm Salem Pantry Bagging
Thu, March 24
7pm Maundy Thursday Service
Fri, March 25
Good Friday

Sat, March 26
9am Salem Pantry Distribution
4:45pm Lifebridge Dinner
Sun, March 27
9am Choir Rehearsal
10:30am Easter Sunday Service
Wed, March 30
7:30pm Finance and Standing Cmtes Meeting

Around the Parish
Mike Mascolo lost his father last month. He was in his late
80’s and passed away peacefully in a hospice program after
living with cancer for the last year. Our condolences to Mike,
Seth and Alicia.
Richard Biondo was hospitalized for a broken rib and internal
bleeding recently. He is now home and recovering slowly.
Broken ribs hurt and they take a while to heal. He is happy to
receive notes and calls. He’s on leave from his job for several
weeks.
Billy McCarthy, our Sexton, hurt his knee shoveling snow in
February. He was out of work for 2 weeks but is now back
with a brand new brace for his knee. We suspect he will not
be running the Boston Marathon this year…
Jacob Pini, Leah Morganstern and Jacob Barz-Snell were all
seen in the statewide one act play competition for high
schools. Jacob P and Leah were in the show directed by Salem
High School while Jacob BS performed in a production offered
by St. John’s Prep.
Bonnie Hurd Smith took part in a Valentine’s Day themed program here in Salem and Gloucester last month. She read
aloud excerpts from the love letters of Judith Sargent and
John Murray accompanied by music. Judith Sargent Murray
and John Murray were a “powerhouse” couple during the late
18th century here in New England.
Dennis Castleton begins radiation treatments for esophageal
cancer during the first week of March. Dennis began attending
the First Church last fall after moving to Salem from Boston.
Did you know that Dennis has worked as an extra in several
major motion pictures? Ask him which ones!
Paul Madore is back after spending two months in Florida. In
his stead, church member Don Glover as our guest music director during January. Meanwhile we had several different
folks substitute in Feburary, inclurding Ellen Brandenburg’s
friends, David and Jenny Heitler-Klevans, aka Two of a Kind.
[AROUND THE PARISH, continued on page 6]
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M A R C H
SUN

MON

TUE

1.

2 0 1 6
WED

2

THU

3

7pm Book Group

6

7

9:30am Budget Mtg
10:30am Service
Downton Fellowship

13

14

21

28

5

9

10

11

12

8pm Salem Classical
Concert

10am Choir Rehearsal

18

19

15

16

17

7pm Family Promise Training

7:15pm Standing
Cmte Meeting

6pm Buddhist
Monk Potluck

22

23

24

25

26

4pm Salem
Pantry Bagging

7pm Maundy
Thursday

Good Friday

9am Salem Pantry
Distribution
4:45pm Lifebridge

30

31

8am Family Promise Begins
9am Choir Rehearsal
10:30am Palm Sunday
Service
11:45am Easter Egg Decorating
4:45pm Lifebridge Dinner
6pm Family Promise Dinner
7pm Youth Group
Budget Requests Due

27

4

SAT

6pm Family Fun
Night

12pm Lunch with
Pastor
7pm Social Justice
Mtg

10:30am Youth Sunday
Service
12pm Stewardship Luncheon

20

8

FRI

29

9:00am Choir Rehearsal
10:30am Easter Sunday Service
11:45 Annual Easter Egg
Hunt
Community Fellowship

Easter Schedule
Sunday, March 20: Palm Sunday
9am Choir Rehearsal
10:30am Palm Sunday Service
11:45am Easter Egg Decorating
Thursday, March 24
7pm Maundy Thursday Service
Friday, March 25: Good Friday
Meetinghouse open during the day for quiet
prayer and reflection.
Sunday, March 27: Easter
9am Choir Rehearsal
10:30am Easter Service with Trumpet and Choir

All Day OWL

7:30pm Finance &
Standing Cmte
Mtg

Minister’s Schedule
Mondays
Day Off
Thursdays
Sermon Writing Day
Tues, Wed, Fri
Office Hours: 9-2 or by appointment
Sundays
9-2, and by appointment
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From Religious Education
Chocolate Sunday was a runaway success! Thanks to all baked, bought and volunteered. The students were excellent entrepreneurs and a big part of our success. The Middle School Students will announce their Social Justice
project as soon as they research and vote. This event is a wonderful example of how the entire First Church can
work together to make something as simple as a bake sale into a spectacular event. You rock!
We are looking ahead to March which is shaping up to be a blockbuster month! Family Fun Night, Youth Sunday,
all day OWL, Palm Sunday-Egg dying and Easter Sunday with our fabulous Egg Hunt! All are great community
events and fun for adults as well as children.
Friday, March 4 at 6:00pm is our Family fun Night. Our theme is the Mad Hatter. Wear your favorite or most fun
hat. We will play games, get creative with crafts, eat pizza and cupcakes and maybe even have a few student skits!
This event is fun for all and a great way for families to get together. We do humbly ask for a donation, $5 per
person or $20 per family is a suggestion-as you are able. Friends are welcome.
Youth Sunday is March 13. This is the day our students run the entire church service. All students are welcome to
be part of this service, no special talent or divinity degree required (!). Younger students will practice in class and
older students will work with me or Valentina and Max. Students will need to arrive at 8:45 on March 13th for a
rehearsal.
Our OWL (Our Whole Lives) students are more than halfway through their OWL year! On Saturday, March 19 we
host All Day OWL. The students will cover 4 lessons in one marathon session, eliminating 4 weeks of classes. We
will provide breakfast, lunch, and students will prepare their own spaghetti dinner. These all day sessions are also
a terrific bonding experience for the students and facilitators.
Palm Sunday is March 20. Our students will assist Reverend Jeff in distributing the palms during the Story for all
Ages. After the service we have a special Family Egg Dying event. Families only need to bring one dozen hard
boiled eggs with them, we provide the rest. This is a long standing fun tradition here at First Church. We may even
offer a few special techniques this year. Fancy!
Last but in no way least March 27 is Easter Sunday! Students will gather in Willson Hall for a special story time. We
will play games and all make our traditional bunny ears to wear while participating in our fabulous cooperative
non competitive Egg Hunt! The secret of our non competitive Egg Hunt is, of course, our wonderful and thoughtful children. I have also noticed that having plenty of eggs for
Religious Education Calendar
each child helps every to be helpful and generous! To assure
we have plenty of eggs we will start collecting our filled plastic
eggs March 6th. We ask each family to provide one dozen filled 3/4 Family Fun Night
eggs per child. The entire congregation is also encouraged to
help out by donating filled eggs. Why should the families with 3/13 Youth Sunday
kids have all the fun! I have bags of plastic eggs recycled from 3/20 Egg Dyeing
previous hunts you can take home to fill or you can buy your
3/27 Easter Sunday and Egg Hunt
own. It takes a village to stage a fabulous Egg Hunt!
5/15 Green Meadows Farm trip
Happy Easter!
Deb DiGiulio
Director of Religious Education

5/22 Flower Communion and Sundae
Sunday
6/5 RE Sunday and Bridging
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From Stewardship
Mark your calendars: the Stewardship Committee is kicking off the Fiscal Year 2017 Pledge Drive on Sunday,
March 13, with a luncheon immediately following the morning service.
The theme of the pledge drive this year is “The Little Things”—those behind-the-scene elements of our community that require funding, but don’t come to mind when we are thinking about our annual giving. More
information about The Little Things will be coming soon.
Like last year, the luncheon will be St. Patrick’s Day themed. The Stewardship Committee will supply corned
beef and cabbage and some vegetarian options. We will ask you to bring a side, a dessert, or a drink
(alcoholic or non-alcoholic) to share. Look for more information from the Stewardship Committee in the next
couple of weeks.
Sincerely,
Marlene Warner, co-chair
Tommy Leon, co-chair
Alicia Diozzi
Peter Eschauzier
Bill Henning
Russell Lane
Lloyd Woodcock

Save the date!
Sunday, march 13
Annual
stewardship
luncheon

Annual Reports Due
Please email your Annual Reports to Catherine no later than Thursday, March 31.
Anything received later will not be included in the Annual Report.
Email WORD DOCUMENTS to firstchurchinsalem@gmail.com

The Herald, March 2016

Henny Penny

From the Music Director

March comes in like a lion and goes out like a
lamb. Henny Penny's March begins with our biannual license renewal visit from the Department
of Early Education and Care. We are excited to
meet our newly assigned licensor, and have many
questions to ask her about how to best use our
space to expand the preschool program.

It’s hard to believe that we are here at the end of February
with most of us hoping that the worst of the winter doldrums are behind us. Let’s face it, Easter is just around the
corner, so spring must be there somewhere as well.

With Family Promise using some of the Henny
Penny space at the end of the month, we plan on
daily walking field trips. Some of our destinations
are the Salem Library Children's Room, the Peabody Essex Museum for PEM Pals, and the Salem
Y's newly renovated indoor playspace. How lucky
are we to have so many fun places within walking
distance!
North Shore Community College has placed two
interns in our program for the current semester. We love having interns to lend a hand, and
this allows us to be role models of best practice,
giving them a strong foundation as they enter careers as educators. We are excited to have
Ms. Lisa & Ms. Chelli with us, as they are both fun
and nurturing and have a lot to offer our students. Lisa is fulfilling her Field Placement I requirements which is mostly learning best ways to
engage preschoolers through observation and interactions. Chelli is a Field Placement II student,
requiring her to plan, implement, and reflect on an
activity each week. She also responsible for plans
for an entire week in May, giving her the opportunity to be responsible for all learning activities and
delegating responsibilities to the Henny Penny
staff. She has recently shared some of her ideas
which will undoubtedly lead to a fun week of learning for the students!
Enrollments for September 2016 are filling
quickly. Our Tuesday & Thursday spaces are full,
and there are limited 2-day & 3-day schedules
available. We are hoping after consulting with the
DEEC licensor we will have the opportunity to increase our capacity and make Tuesday & Thursdays
available to families on our waitlist.
Tricia Pini, Barbara Hermann and Stacey Dupuis

Of course, this year Easter is as early as it can possibly be
so, let’s face it ladies, your Easter bonnets may have a few
sprinkles of that white stuff to remind us it’s still March.
Easter being on March 27, however, tells us that March will
be an incredibly busy month at First Church. The Music department will be busy planning those huge services of the
year, the Easter Triduum of Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday
and finally Easter. It’s such a wonderful time to anticipate
and, of course, when it’s over, we all say “PHEW”! The
choir, instrumental musicians and I hope to have a wonderful musical experience for all of you once again this year.
The irony of it all is that, usually, after Easter, we think of
coasting right down to summer break and July, etc., etc. But
this year, with Easter being so early, well then, there’s still
April, May and June and that’s a lot of coasting. So, I guess
we’ll have to think of lots of other fun things to do during
this extended time. In the meantime, let’s continue to enjoy
every day and, yes, look forward to that wonderful period
of Easter.
See you all in church,
Paul Madore
[AROUND THE PARISH, continued from page 2]
The StoryCorp event held on February 28 was a success.
David Radue and the Social Justice Cmt organized a time for
various members of the congregation to interview one another and record their conversations. StoryCorp is a nonprofit initiative that encourages people to share and record
their life stories and then upload them to a national database.
Stay tuned for other StoryCorp events here in the future.
Richard Trask joined us for February's Lunch with the Pastor.
Mr. Trask is the longtime Archivist for the Town of Danvers
and a long time expert on the Salem Witch Hysteria. Over 20
people attended the brown bag luncheon including several
local historians and antiques
collectors. You never know
who is going to show up at
this monthly gathering!
There is always stimulating
conversation about everything from local politics and
history to religion to global
issues as well. That's part of
the fun.
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UUA Common Read for 2015-16
We will ultimately not be judged by our technology, we won’t be judged by our design, we
won’t be judged by our intellect and reason. Ultimately, you judge the character of a society . . . by how they treat the poor, the condemned, the incarcerated. – Bryan Stevenson
Just Mercy: A Story of Justice and Redemption by Bryan Stevenson (2014, Spiegel & Grau,
an imprint of Random House) is this year's selection. Stevenson, founder of the Equal Justice Initiative, has dedicated his legal career to defending those who are trapped by an often capricious, political, and willfully unjust criminal justice system - poor people, people of
color, children, and others over whom the system has run roughshod. It speaks to justice,
mercy, and compassion, themes of concern to us as Unitarian Universalists and as human
beings. It follows on recent Common Reads, such as The New Jim Crow and Reclaiming Prophetic Witness, and responds to recent statements passed by the delegates to the UUA
General Assembly.
Congregations, groups, and individuals are invited to purchase the book or find it in a public library and begin reading. Make plans for an in person discussion group in the fall or
winter and/or find a reading buddy and begin informal conversations as you read the book together. A discussion guide
with plans for one session or three sessions will be available on uua.org by the beginning of October.
The UUA Bookstore offers Just Mercy at a bulk discount (five or more books).

Events and Goings on At and Around First Church
Salem Classical Concert

Salem Women’s History Day

Friday, March 11 at 8pm

Sunday, March 20
This year's Salem Women's History Day is Sunday,
March 20! We are participating by displaying information about some of the women from our past in the
side entrance area from Noon to 3:00 that afternoon.
Some you've heard of (Caroline Emmerton, Caroline
Plummer, the Peabody sisters) but others may be new
to you! Please linger after Fellowship and take a look!

Salem Classical presents
"The People United Will Never Be Defeated"
Rzewski's 20th Century Masterpiece
First Church in Salem
John Kramer, piano

The display is being created by Alan Hanscom and Bonnie Hurd Smith. The other participants include The
House of the Seven Gables, The Witch House, and The
Phillips House Museum. Mayor Kim Driscoll has declared that day Salem Women's History Day!
For more information:
http://www.7gables.org/event/salem-womens-historyday-at-the-house-of-the-seven-gables/
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Events and Goings on At and Around First Church
Family Promise Training
Tuesday, March 15 at 7pm-8:30pm
Family Promise Volunteer Training Program
The First Church will host families overnight in our upstairs classrooms during the week of March 20. We need many
volunteers to help us including people willing to prepare a meal
for 11-14 parents and kids. We also need two volunteers to sleep
at the church each night for the seven nights we are hosting.
To prepare and drop off a meal, you do not need to be trained. However, all church members and friends planning to
interact with the families or stay overnight need to attend an orientation program. The program lasts 1.5 hours and
concludes with submitting information for a CORI background check. Please bring a current photo ID to the training.
To sign up, please see the sheet in the Cleveland Room or speak with Jeff Barz-Snell or Jessica Kane, our Family Promise
On-site Coordinator

Book Reading and Discussion
Saturday, March 12, 2pm
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Get Involved/Thank You!!!
Lifebridge Dinner Team
Next Dinners: Sun, March 20 and Sat, March 26 at 4:45pm
First Church has expanded our involvement at Lifebridge to a second meal each month. To help distribute the
coordination workload, Alan Hanscom (alanh1954@hotmail.com) is the new Saturday meal coordinator will
continue coordinating the Saturday meal while Amanda Roeder (roedermusic@gmail.com) handles the Sunday meal.
If you would like to help shop, prepare or serve dinner please sign up in the Barnard Room after one of the
services, or online through the “Lifebridge” link on the First Church website’s homepage or contact Alan or
Amanda.
Thank you to our Lifebridge Volunteers in February:
Crystal, Rebecca and Samantha Truong, Marissa Euell and family, Iana Plum, Alan Hanscom, Victor Young
Holly Chase, Duncan Cox, Doreen Beauregard and Paul Marquis, Peter Copelas, Claire Donaldson, Amanda
Roeder, and Stacia and Lloyd Woodcock

Fellowship Committee
It’s back! Downton Abbey Community Fellowship! We will celebrate the final season with a community fellowship on March 6th. If you’re a fan of the show, dress like a character from the show and bring a snack to
share with the congregation. We will also hold a Community Fellowship on Easter Sunday, March 27.
Thank you to our recent Fellowship Hosts: Stacia and Lloyd Woodcock, Christiane Hansen-Mitev, Claire
Donaldson, Stephanie Diozzi, Liv and David Radue
The Fellowship Committee,
Donna Fritz-Chair, Bob Allen, Stephanie Diozzi, Jennifer Barz-Snell, Jan Eschauzier, Chris Finn,
Christiane Hansen-Mitev

Chase the Chill
I would like to thank all of you folks that donated hats, scarves, money and gloves
for this year's "Chase the Chill". It warms my heart as you have made so many others warm. I will continue through the month of March as there are still some cold
days ahead. Any left over from this year we can hold on to for next year.
In faith with love,
Helen

Coming in April: Yard Sale
Saturday, April 23
The First Church’s Annual Yard Sale will be held on Saturday, April 23 from 8am to 2pm. A sign up sheet for volunteers
will be available in the Barnard Room. Items can be stored, for the moment, on the right side of the stage (near steps
leading off corridor) or in the coat room leading into Willson Hall. For further information please call or email Peter Eschauzier at pgeschauzier@me.com / (H) 978-594-1439 / (M) 239-290-0591.
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Minister: Reverend Jeffrey Barz-Snell
Director of Music: L. Paul Madore
Director of Henny Penny: Tricia Pini
Director of Religious Education: Deb DiGiulio
Administrator: Catherine Bertrand
Sexton: Bill McCarthy
Chair of the Standing Committee: John Wathne
Chair of the Deacons: Mimi Ballou

Easter Flowers 2016
Please consider a donation of flowers for our Meetinghouse for the Easter holiday. It’s a great way to remember or
honor a loved one, or commemorate an important event. You can take the flowers home with you on Easter Sunday!

Orders due:
Friday, March 18
You can leave the form in the
FLOWER ORDERS folder
outside the Church Office or
email the order to
firstchurchinsalem@gmail.com

Name
Address
city/state/zip
email
Phone

Flower:
Azaleas

Color choices (circle):

Quantity

Price
$ 15.00

red, white, pink, purple

$ 9.25

Daffodils
Hyacinths

white, blue, pink

$ 6.50

Hydrangeas

pink, blue

$ 18.00
$ 8.00

Lilies
Tulips

$ 7.00

red, yellow, pink, purple, orange

Subtotal:
Total:
Flowers given in memory/honor of:

