What is a Cultural District?
Working/Showing

Living

Re-purposed artist live-work
space, led by artist/activist
Theaster Gates

Placemaking

Re-purposed exhibition space

Pop-up park

(798 District, Beijing)

(Germantown, Philadelphia)

Small local businesses

Mural

(Tuscon, AZ)

(Germantown, Philadelphia)

While no two successful cultural districts look exactly alike,
they share common ingredients for success: affordable living
spaces for artists; spaces to work and display; and a vibrant
public realm that strengthens the district’s identity and brings
the community together.

Pop-up market
(Distillery District, Toronto)

What’s in Roxbury?

Culture

History

Opportunity

Inspiration

In Roxbury, we saw
diverse cultures
represented in its
murals and storefronts,
a storied history
represented in its
architecture, and
great passion and
aspirations for its
future represented by
its community members.
Additionally, we noted
the many open spaces
throughout Roxbury and
their great potential
for becoming places for
gathering, culture, arts,
and events.

Assets and Opportunities
The WCNI grant application identified four key nodes
for public realm improvements in the district and
there are many more that can be added over time!

1 Ruggles Station

2

Madison Park High School

3

4

Roxbury Crossing

5

Nodes and Gateways

These additional
sites were
identified as
key opportunity
nodes and
gateways that
could help
connect and
celebrate the
Roxbury Cultural
District’s
unique cultural
assets.

Melnea Cass Boulevard

Dudley Train Station

6

Dudley Square

Placemaking
What is Placemaking?

Placemaking Toolkits

Placemaking is a collaborative process that shapes
a unique public realm for a community. Placemaking
facilitates creative patterns of use and reinforces
physical, cultural and social identities that
define a place and support its vibrancy.

A Placemaking toolkit can offer easy strategies to program underutilized public
space and improve signage and wayfinding for a neighborhood or district. A
toolkit can be used for artistic expression in the public realm, helping to
express a strong visual identity that creates connectivity. How can we utilize
a toolkit for the Roxbury Cultural District that can showcase its unique culture
and heritage? The examples below demonstrate how a placemaking toolkit can be
used at Dudley Station and the plaza in front of Madison Park High School, both
of which are important opportunity areas in the district.

Programming Examples

Surfaces Treatments

COMMUNITY
- Places for activities
- Spaces that reflect people’s identity
- Places for Roxbury to gather
- Outdoor education

Fences

EVENTS
- Pop-Up Events

Walls

Ceilings

Groundplane

Signage/Furnishings

- Farmers Market
- Arts & Crafts Fairs
- Fashion/Theatrical Shows
- Concerts

ART & CULTURE
- Art plazas
- Sculpture Parks
Utility Boxes, Signage

- Installations

Banners

Bus Stops

Bus Shelters

& Wayfinding

- Public Spaces w/ Art

GREENING
- Community Gardens
- Urban Forests
- Parks
- Urban Farms
Message Boards

Art Gallery

Greening Systems

Monumental Signage

Madison High School Plaza

Pop-Up Market
Murals

Pop-Up Events

Monumental Signage
Roadway Surfaces

Murals
Outdoor Classroom

Banners

Gardens

Art Sculpture

Dudley Station Open Air Market

Madison High School Plaza

Dudley Station acts as an important gateway and hub
for the district. This example shows how a placemaking
toolkit can be used to activate and celebrate a portion
of the station with pop-up events and open air markets.
New signage, banners and wayfinding elements as well as
murals and art installations on surrounding buildings
can help highlight an event. Intersections can be marked
with unique surface treatment to help slow down traffic,
increase safety for pedestrians, and create a stronger
sense of arrival!

Located along Malcom X Boulevard, Madison High School’s front entry plaza is
underutilized but offers a great opportunity to deploy a placemaking strategy
that connects the students and faculty to the cultural district by creating an
active “front porch” for the school. In this example, the toolkit is used for
artistic expression, pop-up events and new types of learning opportunities such
as gathering spaces and community gardens.

Showing/Events

How Can We Utilize and Activate Existing Open Space?

How Can We Utilize and Activate Existing Open Space?
Through special events and programming we can raise community awareness of Roxbury’s assets by
celebrating, promoting and preserving arts and culture. The following diagrams show how a dynamic
Flex-Arts toolkit can be used to create events that activate underutilized open space and over
time, foster and encourage the natural growth and of Roxbury’s creative community.

Parking

Concert

Market Afer
Future
Development

Market

How Do We Implement the Event Toolkit?

Event Toolkit

A simple set of modular frames can be used to create
vibrant temporary installations for staging a
placemaking event. Applications can range from banners
and signage, to simple festival booths or tents, to
stage sets for performances.

Food Trucks

Movie Screen

Tunnel

Block

Canopy

Booth

Stage

Banner

Exhibitions
Street Furniture

Performance Space

Living

How Can we Create Housing Typologies that Utilize Existing Buildings?

How Can We Create Housing Typologies that Utilize Existing Buildings?

Artists and other
creatives seek
affordable living
solutions that also
provide space to
work, practice and
perform within an
active, vibrant and
supportive community.
Boston has a long
tradition of artists
occupying and
bringing new life
to old industrial
buildings. However,
pressures to increase
density of vibrant
neighborhoods put
older buildings at
risk. This modular
strategy prioritizes
the preservation of
existing buildings
by increasing density
with the addition
of new floors of
housing on top while
preserving the
historic city and
community fabric.

MODULES
UNIT A

12’

15

’

15

’

COLLECTIVE LIVING
RESIDENTS: ONE/TWO

UNIT B

12’

’

30

15

’
lIVE+WORK

RESIDENTS: ONE

UNIT C

12’

15

’

’

30

COLLECTIVE LIVING/ lIVE+WORK
RESIDENTS: ONE/TWO

APARTMENT

Apartment

LIVE-WORK STUDIO

Live-Work Studio

Modular Live/Work Housing Ideas

Rooftop Gardens

Private Terraces

Community Rooms

Exhibition &
Performance Space

Live-Work Studio

Modular Housing Precedents

The modular system provides a range of different unit sizes (from very small
to large) which can accomodate a broad diversity of creative lifestyles and
can allow for “growing in place” as careers and families grow. Three unit
sizes can be stacked in different ways to create many different private and
public/ community spaces.

Open Space

LIVE-WORK STUDIO

